
Coming Events 

Wed 27 June Choir Festival practice at Papakura Normal school a.m. 
for senior students in the APPA Music Festival. 
Parent Interviews 1.00pm onwards. NOTE school will 
finish at 12.45pm. 

Thus 28 June Ready Set Go performers in School 
Counties Zone boys hockey tournament 
5.30 Disco NE to Yr 4 
6.45 Disco Yr 5 to Yr 8 

Fri 29 June School finishes for Term Two at 1.30pm 
Mon 2 June Incredible Science day at University of Auckland 
Mon 16 July Term Three begins 
Tues 17 July Board of Trustees meeting 
Mon 23 July 7.30pm PTA meeting in staffroom all parents welcome 
 

 

Quiz:  What demands an answer but never asks a question? 
 
 
Quote:  ‘Walking with a friend in the dark is better than walking alone in the light’ 
Helen Keller 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
 
Murray Wratt               
Principal 
 
Answer to Quiz: a ringing telephone! 
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27 June 2007 
Newsletter No 09/07    

“The Opaheke Way”  
Dear Parents, 
Greetings to all of you as we near the end of Term Two. 
 
Hearing from You!  Our new Board of Trustees are interested in hearing from all 
of our parents in order to guide their actions for the next three years.  Inside this 
newsletter is a survey asking some questions about the School and seeking 
feedback from parents about future directions for the School.  The Board requests 
that all parents fill these in and pass them in to the class teacher when attending 
parent interviews on Wednesday.  Responses will help form part of the Board’s 
strategic planning.  Your thoughts do count!  
 
Staff Changes:  Next term there will be some staff changes. 
� Miss Banks will be on leave for the remainder of 2007.  She will be in 

England and hopes to gain some teaching experience while over there. 
� Miss Steward will be on leave for Term Three. 
� Mrs Brak will be teaching for three days a week with Room 17 as from the 

start of Term three. 
� Mrs Harrison has won a new position training to be a Resource Teacher 

Learning And Behaviour based at Mansell Senior School. Our thanks go to 
Mrs Harrison for her 4 years of service and we wish her all the best in her new 
position. 

Welcome to: 
� Miss Stacey Hull who will be teaching Year 7/8 students in Room 2.  Miss 

Hull is a local teacher with a special interest in science and sport. 
� Mrs Joanna Sharp will be teaching Year 3/4 students in Room 21 for 4 days a 

week with Mrs Fairweather teaching the class on Fridays.  Miss Sharp 
formerly taught at Opaheke School before gaining teaching experience in 
London and has been lately managing a learning tutorial centre. 

� Mrs Anne Potter will be teaching Year 1/2 children in Room 17 for 2 days 
each week, working closely with Mrs Brak.  Mrs Potter is a highly 
experienced junior class teacher well known to many of our families. 



� Mrs Vanessa McFlinn will be returning to work fulltime next term teaching 
Year 2 children in Room 12.  Mrs McFlinn, one of the school’s valued senior 
teachers has fully recovered from a major illness and we are pleased to have 
her back. 

 

Parent Interviews:  Tomorrow, we have our parent interviews.  
There are still some forms to be returned and it is expected that 
all parents will attend a parent interview with their child’s 
class teacher – no exceptions.  If the home and school are to 
forge a productive relationship that will enhance each child’s 
educational opportunities, it is essential that parents be 
involved by attending the interview. If you did not receive a form on Friday listing 
your times for interviews please phone the office immediately.  Should any parents 
be unable to attend tomorrow, teachers are keen to arrange a mutually acceptable 
time on another day 
 
Year 7/8 Interviews:  This time, we are offering the Year 7/8 students the 
opportunity to attend the interviews to have a three way conference about their 
perceptions and progress at school.  It is hoped that all of the senior students will 
come for the occasion. 
 
Early Finish Tomorrow:  Because of the parent interviews tomorrow, School for 
the pupils will finish at 12.45pm.  The Ponga Road bus will also depart at the 
earlier time.  First interviews commence at 1pm. 
 
Mid Year Reports:  All parents should have received mid year reports.  Should 
these not have come home, please contact the School office.  It would be helpful if 
parents bring the reports along for the interviews as they can form a helpful basis 
for discussion of each child’s progress. 
 
Congratulations to the following:   
Rajat Malhotra, Liam Neems and Curtis Taylor-Swan who have been selected to 
play hockey for Counties North in the Counties Zone hockey field day on 
Thursday. 
 
Rosehill College 2008 Enrolments:  There will be a parent information evening 
for parents of Year 8 students planning to attend Rosehill College in 2008 at 7pm 
on Wednesday 25 July in the College Hall.  The closing date for all in zone 
applications for Rosehill College is Wednesday 8 August.  These two dates are 
important for parents of year 8 students. 
 

Saturday Morning Netball:  A reminder that there is netball as usual this coming 
Saturday 30th June.  Games will also be held the Saturday before Term Three starts 
on 14 July.  There is no netball on the middle weekend of the holidays. 
 
Lunch Helpers:  An urgent plea for more parents/grandparents to help with 
lunches.  The more parents helping the less load for those already assisting.  Please 
contact the School office or Sandy ph 2966078 
 
Disco:  A reminder this will be held on Thursday 28 June.  Times will be  
NE to Yr 4 – 5.30 to 6.45pm    Yr 5 to Yr 8 – 6.45 to 8.30pm 

Admission is $2.50.  Chips and Drinks $1 each.  The PTA always appreciates 
having extra parent helpers who can assist with duties and supervision. 
 
Last Day:  The last day of Term Two is this Friday 29 June.  School for all pupils 
will finish at 1.30pm.  The Ponga Road bus will also depart at the earlier time of 
1.30pm. 
 
Incredible Science Festival:  Next Monday 2nd July 9.30 – 3.30pm the Faculty of 
Science at the University of Auckland is holding a festival of Science to highlight 
the fun and diversity that Science offers and to foster a lasting interest in Science.  
Examples of workshops include: Chemistry Magic Show, Wow Physics Show, 
Glass blowing displays, Dinosaur Discoveries and The World of Fossils.  Contact 
373 7599 ext 88925 or email incrediblescience@auckland.ac.nz copies of the 
programme are available from www.science.auckland.ac.nz  
 
School Dental Services:  Should you require emergency care during the school 
holidays please contact the Papakura Normal School clinic from 2 – 13 July  
Ph 298 3028. 
 
Sky Cinemas:  Going to the movies in the holidays or any 
time soon?  Remember we are registered with the Sky Cinemas 
and we receive points from their ongoing promotion.  Please 
mention our school next time you are buying tickets. 


