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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
1 WEEK TO GO

SCHEDULED SCHOOL CLOSURE

Auckland Region - Monday 12 November
As we go to print the Board of Trustees of Opaheke School have
agreed to close the school as the Government and Teacher union
have yet to make sufficient progress to cancel the upcoming strike.
The Board will notify the Ministry of Education that for health and
safety reasons they will be closing the school for instruction.
Should there be any change this week we will notify you
immediately.
I thank you for your patience and understanding, and I would like
to thank the board for their continued support.
W

A GREAT DAY FOR CARNIVAL
After an atrocious Thursday night the weather really turned it
on for us on Friday last week for Carnival. The wind died and
the sun shone.
There was something for everyone this year at Carnival from the
haunted house to the climbing wall, craft stall and huge sweet
and lolly stall. It was great to see the hundreds of people who
turned out, enjoying themselves.
Of particular note were the great student performances and
throngs of people who turned out to see the different items.
Over $30,000 was raised by the PTA at carnival this year. This
will mean that the PTA will be able to make donations to the
school that will pay for those extra resources the school wouldn’t
normally be able to buy or donations to subsidise activities like
Camps, EOTC and junior school trips. The PTA also fund
activities such as the Life Education Caravan, book week
performances and more to ensure no child misses out on these
wonderful opportunities.

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY

A huge thank you once again goes to Claire Hart and her band
of helpers. Without them there would be no carnival. It’s such a
huge job setting up, manning stalls and packing away. Thank
you goes to all those dedicated parents who helped out in some
way. I give credit to all the staff and those students who did a
fantastic job helping to set up all day Friday, then manning the
stalls and finally packing up at the end.
Last, but not least, I would like to thank all the sponsors who
donated products, time and/or money to help make the carnival
a success.
We really do have an incredibly supportive community.
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Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 298 5410
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More photos inside

office@opaheke.school.nz
www.opaheke.school.nz
Fax (09) 298 0739
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Thank you to all the children who are punctual for school.
Please ensure your child is in school for 8:25am. The side gates will be
closed at this time. We encourage punctuality in order for students to
be in and settled, ready for learning.
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Tryathlon season is approaching again. The PTA is helping to run
and organize the team including training during the lunch breaks.
The PTA is also subsidising the cost of the event by $20. It will
cost each child $20.
Students must have a bicycle in good working order. Parents will
need to accompany their child to the event and transport their
bicycle. See the office for a registration form.
FREE COAL
The school coal burning boiler is no longer being used. The school is
upgrading to a gas boiler. We have 2 tonne of excess coal available.
This will need to be picked up from school. Please contact the office if
you are interested in obtaining some.

Carnival 2018
Thanks to our wonderful PTA for a fantastic afternoon. Thanks to all the wonderful helpers
and staff who helped us raise $30,000.00. A special thanks to Claire Hart, our organiser
extraordinaire, whose expertise made this possible.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES THANK YOU TO PTA
AND PARENTS EVENING
WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER 6.00pm
Anyone who has helped out in some way with the
school this year are invited along to this special
evening .
You may have helped out at a PTA event, helped with
a school trip, been on road patrol or volunteered to
help in class or at a sports event. We would love for
you to come along.
We would like to especially acknowledge those who
have helped out over the years and this is the last
year they will be associated with the school as their
child moves on to college.

UPCOMING
RANGATAHI
FESTIVAL
FRIDAY 9
NOVEMBER

KERERU PARK
SCHOOL
Kapahaka group
performs at 1.20pm
Junior Pasifika
group performs at
1.40pm

MOVING
2019?
If you are
planning on
moving house
and your
children will
not be attending
Opaheke School
next year could
you please let us
know. We are
presently looking at classes
for next year
and this is a
huge help with
our planning.

Sports Update
Counties Zone Touch Tournament: This year Opaheke had two teams qualify to represent
North Counties at the Zone Touch Tournament. Our mixed and open boys teams along with
twenty four other teams of the best from Counties Zone, came together at Bruce
Pulman Park to play for the chance to represent Counties at the Auckland Tournament. We
had some great games which saw the boys team place 1st in their pool play and the mixed
team placing 2nd. After tough semi finals where both teams were unsuccessful we had
playoffs for 3rd and 4th places. The end results were Boys team 3rd and mixed team 4th.
Both great results from a very tired bunch of students. Thank you to Andrew, Darren, Lisa
and Louise for helping with managing and refereeing throughout the tournament. Well done
to all the students involved.

Opaheke Senior Students visit the Council Chambers
On October 31st, a small group of year 7 & 8s went to the Papakura
Council chambers to meet with the local board to present our ideas.
This was a follow up to our changing the future unit, the top three
presentations were chosen to speak in front of the board members.
The winning teams were; the dog exercise park, which came third,
trampoline park, which came second and in
first place was the disabled learning hub.
All of us enjoyed this experience,
especially when it came to food time. Overall everyone was proud with what they had
presented to the board.
By: Jamie, Jarrah and Timothy
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Celebrations in Room 17—Year 1 & 2
We have been learning about other cultures and participating in celebration of various languages. We
celebrated Maori language week, Tongan language week, Cook Islands language week, sign language
week, to name a few and learnt how to greet and have simple conversation using these languages. We
have done lots of art, oral language work, reading & writing around different cultures. We enjoyed
writing a recount about how Maui slowed down the sun and hope you enjoy reading some of the stories
we are sharing here with you. This week, we are celebrating Diwali in class with Mrs Ghaiee, and have
learnt lots of interesting things about Diwali. We did some colourful Diwali candle art and made Rangoli
patterns too.
How Maui slowed the sun by Kade
A long time ago, the sun went quickly around the earth and the people didn’t have time to do
anything. The plants could not grow and children had little time to play. They didn’t have time to
go fishing and to cook. They had to do everything at night time. So, Maui thought of a plan and
caught the sun with help from his brothers, using flax ropes. Then they made the sun promise to
move slowly in the sky. That is why the days are longer now.

How Maui slowed the sun by Kandyce-Jayde
A long time ago, the days were short. So, Maui had a plan to capture the sun. Maui and his bothers made ropes out of Flax and they went to the sun’s hide-out. When the sun woke up, Maui
shouted out to his brothers to throw the ropes at the sun. The sun tried to wriggle free, but he
couldn’t. When you look closer, you can see the ropes as the rays of the sun. The sun promised to
go slowly across the sky.
How Maui slowed the sun by Cooper
Maui said, “I am going to stop the sun because it goes too fast in the sky.” So, he made ropes
from flax and went to the place where the sun used to sleep. His brothers went with him to help.
When the sun woke up, they threw the ropes at the sun, and Maui started hitting the sun with his
Grandma’s jawbone. The sun then said, “ I will go slowly across the sun, please let me go!” So
they let him go and now we have longer days to do lots of things when it is daytime.
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Room 3 Year 7 -Newsletter
In Room 3, the students have been learning about the language of transformation. As
part of this learning students made a range of Tessellations. We used Escher’s Art
animal pictures as inspiration for our tessellations. Tessellations are shapes connected
to make a pattern without any gaps appearing between the shapes, the one you see
below is made by Iris Feng, she used animal characters to make a tessellation pattern,
she used different colors and shades. Some people used squares, some diamonds.
Some students used shapes to make it look more 3D. Mr Oxenham wanted us to get
creative and Iris’s art piece is very creative.

Artist: Iris (pic 1), Charli (pic 2), Martin (pic 3)

Also, we made human portraits. First we had someone who would be the model, they
would pose, and we would draw them lightly with pencil, then we would go over with
a light-coloured pastel, then after we would go over with a darker colour, to draw in
the details like clothes creases, hair lines and all that, we cut out the parchment and
then put it on a decorated background, which is made with pastel as well. Next we
put that on a big piece of black paper.
By: Charlotte H, Maia B and Martin M

Artist: Tamsin Model: Kirsty (pic 1) Artist: Iris Model Bonnie (pic 2) Artist: Jaydon Model: Weston (pic 3)
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IMPORTANT DATES
8 Nov
9 Nov
9 Nov
12 Nov
13 Nov
14 Nov

Y3/4 Cross Country 1pm
Rangatahi Festival
Carols Rehearsal 9am—1pm
Potential Strike Day
North Counties Year 5 and 6 Athletics
Kids for Kids Rehearsal and Concert at 6pm

14 Nov
16 & 17 Nov
21 Nov
21 Nov
21 Nov
27 Nov

U15 Year7/8 Girls Rugby Championship 12pm
Opaheke School 50th Jubilee
Parent Open Afternoon - Digitech 1.30pm
BOT Parent Thank You Evening 6pm
PTA Meeting 7pm
BOT Meeting 7pm

27 Nov

My Mobile Learning Parent Information Evening 6.30pm

TERM DATES FOR 2018

Term 4—Monday 15 October to Friday 14 Dec
Please note 12pm finish on the last day.

TERM DATES FOR 2019
Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April
Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July
Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September
Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec

WELCOME TO OPAHEKE SCHOOL
Quinn and Hannah from the Junior Hub

ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES
STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE is our focus
for STAR Certificates this term
29 October

5 November

R1

Jesse

Nate

R2

Mia

Connor

R3

Bonnie

Kyla-Jane

R4

Regan

Palvi

R5

Waimaria

Karla

R6

Mohammad

R7

Luke

Mathilde

R8

Cheyenne

Joshua

R9

Amaandeep

Arya

R10

River

Elisha

R11

Avah

Macabe

R12

Jihzaan

Caleb

R15

Alex

Brooklyn

R17

Kaihautu

Curtis

R21

Onkar

R22
R23

Lucy

Mila

R24

Aorere

Katie

R25

Daranay

Iliesa

R26

Shilah

Nellie-Mae

Jnr Hub Harrison

Alan

SH

Carowyn/Duan

Cornelius/Brianna

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS FOR THIS YEARS
CARNIVAL
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