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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
Founding Pupils and Staff
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MAGNIFICENT MURAL
As part of our 50th Jubilee celebrations you will
notice our beautiful new mural painted by the
very talented artist Paul Walsh.
The mural references the Hunua Ranges, the red
hills of Pukekiwiriki, with a kumara plantation
on them, and the foreground features a wetland
landscape to represent the areas of Papakura and
Takanini.
Fauna includes the dragonfly and weta from the
original mural, as well as a fantail and red
admiral butterfly. Flora includes ferns, kauri, nikau
palm and harakeke as well as some plants that you
often find around wetlands - swamp orchids, tī kōuka
(cabbage tree), toetoe and bulrushes. Lastly, a
mamaku (tree fern) representing our Opaheke School
logo is included.
We hope that this mural will carry us forward from
our 50th Jubilee into the next 50 years.
We would like to thank the Auckland Council for
their generous support of our project.
You can read more about Paul Walsh here - http://
paulwalsh.co.nz/biography/

TONIGHT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
THANK YOU TO PTA AND
PARENTS EVENING
WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER 6.00pm
Anyone who has helped out in some way with
the school this year is invited along to this
special evening tonight.
You may have helped out at a PTA event,
helped with a school trip, been on road patrol
or volunteered to help in class or at a sports
event. We would love for you to come along.
We would like to especially acknowledge
those who have helped out over the years and
this is the last year they will be associated
with the school as their child moves on to
college.
Food and refreshments for adults will be
provided.
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Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 298 5410

THINKER

What a wonderful two days of celebrations last weekend. Friday
started with a fantastic Powhiri in the staff carpark. The senior
students did a wonderful job welcoming our visitors and we were
supported by the local Kaumatua from the Papakura Marae.
The students then put on a fabulous concert for the visitors and
parents from the school—showcasing some of the
talent we have here at Opaheke School. The school
day concluded with tabloid sports for the whole
school. Students were divided into vertical teams
so that older students could support the younger
ones and past Opaheke students from Rosehill
College ran the events. The students highlight of
the day was getting an iceblock after the hot sun
during tabloids.
Friday evening for the adults was a lot of fun.
Hosted by Cameron Fairweather, there was plenty
to keep the guests amused looking back over the
last 50 years. It was great for students and staff to
see each other after many years. School tours and
photos took place on Saturday, with a buffet
dinner in the evening. Tim and Nadiah did a
fantastic job speaking in front of the crowd as did
the guest speakers Felicity Auv’aa (Local Board
Representative and Foundation Pupil), Luka
Wolfgram (past pupil) and Georgia Butler (past
pupil). The event was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

office@opaheke.school.nz
www.opaheke.school.nz
Fax (09) 298 0739
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Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are:
Sickness, serious injury or health related appointment
Bereavement/Tangi
Special permission from the Principal
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SPORTS UPDATE
On Wednesday 14th November a group of 11 students participated in a
Multisport event held by The New Zealand Institute of Sport at Bruce
Pulman Arena. The team did really well, they placed 2nd overall. They played
4 sports throughout the day.
The Results were:
Fast 5 netball – lost first game 5-6 and won the second game 17-0
Basketball - won both games 12-2 and 7-3
Turbo touch - lost first game 2-6 and won the second game 5-0

Below: Scenes from the Year 3 and 4 Cross Country Competition on Thursday 8 November

TOUCH—North Counties and Counties Y7/8 Touch Tournament on Tuesday 23 October and
6 November
Congratulations to the boys and mixed teams who came first in their leagues at the North Counties
Touch Competition. The girls came 3rd in their league.
The boys and mixed teams represented the North Counties at the Counties Zone Competition on 6
November. The Boys team gained a 3rd in this competition which is an excellent result.

WEETBIX TRYATHLON 2019
Tryathlon season is approaching again. Opaheke School is helping to run and
organise the team including training during the lunch breaks. The BOT is
subsidising the cost of the event so it will only cost each child $20. Students
must have a bicycle in good working order. Parents will need to accompany
their child to and from the event and transport their bicycle. See the office for a
registration form.
MOVING 2019?
If your your children will not be attending Opaheke School next year could you
please let us know. We are presently looking at classes for next year and this is a
huge help with our planning. Thank you.
Many of our small group of Crossing Roster parent helpers are
moving on at the end of the year. Please, we really need your help to
keep our school roads safe. Can you spare 20 minutes once a week to
help us out. We need parents to stand by our road patrollers when
they are on duty from 8-8.20am or 2.25-2.45pm. Please let the office
know if you can help us out.
A friendly reminder that Grandparents Day is for Grandparents of students at Opaheke School only. Parents are
invited to the Junior and Senior concerts on Monday. There are no exceptions to this.
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Room 23—Year 3/4
Summer
Ice cream
Hot, dazzling
Running, relaxing, camping
Waves, beach, blue skies, sun
Swimming, cooking, running
Warm, calm
Sweaty
Pipiana

Winter
League
Cold, dark
Drinking hot chocolate, tackling, scoring
League, Warriors, Netflix, Chill
Sleeping, sneezing, drinking, relaxing
Gloomy, foggy
Soup
Rayden

Winter
Cabin
Solid, frozen
Coughing, sleeping, sneezing
Ice, blanket, snow, heater
Cooking, snoozing, drinking hot chocolate
Cold, freezing
Snow
Andrew

Spring
Rainbows
Cheerful, calm
Running, singing, eating
Flowers, butterflies, swimming pools, lollipops
Rolling down hills, swimming, colouring
Warm, breezy
Butterfly Creek
Grace
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ROOM FOUR – YEAR SIX
Room Four had a fantastic
start to the term by going on
our Year Six camp!
Students stayed at the Chosen
Valley Christian Camp for
three days and two nights.
Whilst there, they took part in
a wide range of activities
designed to challenge
themselves and collaborate
with each other.

I enjoyed kayaking. At first, I thought I would not have
a good time at camp because my mum or dad could not
come. But when I had to leave I wanted to stay longer Zane

Here are some of the comments
from their camp reflections.

I really liked all the different
activities and how fun they were. My
favourite activities were kayaking
and the trolleys – Eshan
I liked the archery! – Roy
I think camp was one of the
favourite experiences of my lifetime.
It really helped me to build my confidence, challenged me to give everything a go, and to never give up! Holland

I loved camp so much. My favourite
activity was the confidence course
because it was challenging and fun. I fell
in once, but that just made it more
exciting! – Ilah
I really liked seeing what people did for
the talent show. Some were really funny,
some were like ‘Well, I didn’t expect that’
- Nikki
I really enjoyed it there because there
were amazing activities to do and you
couldn’t get bored. I felt like I was on a
holiday! – Maia
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IMPORTANT DATES
21 Nov
21 Nov

Parent Open Afternoon - Digitech 1.30pm
BOT Parent Thank You Evening 6pm

27 Nov
27 Nov
29 Nov
29 Nov

BOT Meeting 7pm
My Mobile Learning Parent Information Evening 6.30pm—7.30pm
Councillors Trip to Wellington
TERM DATES FOR 2018
Junior 3-Way Conferences
Term 4—Monday 15 October to Friday 14 Dec

4 Dec
5 Dec
6 Dec
7 Dec
7 Dec
10 Dec

Girls Tackle Rugby v Kauri Flats
Year 8 Rosehill College Orientation
Year 8 Papakura High Orientation
GRANDPARENTS DAY 9AM—12.30PM
Carols in the Park
Junior Concert 10.30am

10 Dec

Senior Parent Concert 7pm

ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES
STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE is our focus
for STAR Certificates this term

Please note 12pm finish on the last day.
TERM DATES FOR 2019
Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April
Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July
Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September
Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec

The Kids for Kids Choir performed at the Manukau
Events Centre and had a wonderful time .

19 NOVEMBER
R1

Shehanei

R2

Jessica

R3

Logan

R4

Te Maire

R5

Cindy

R6

Donella

R7

Tylar

R8
R9

Yaris

R10
R11

Aria

R12

Huia

R15

Hunter

R17

James

R21

Joel

R22

Nixon

R23

Wyatt

R24

Briar

A BIG THANK YOU
TO OUR
SPONSORS FOR
THIS YEARS
CARNIVAL

R25
R26

Alex

Jnr Hub Ariana
SH

Carlos/More
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