Wednesday 20 February, 2019
Issue 2 2019

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
KEEPING COOL

CHALLENGE TAKERS AT WEET-BIX TRYATHLON 2019

With temperatures still high students
are keeping cool by going in the
swimming pool at lunchtime break.
Students, who are awarded STAR at
the full school assembly on Mondays,
are able to bring their togs, towel and
a friend to have a swim at lunchtime
on Tuesdays.

On Sunday 10 February ninety students from 7 to 13 years old
participated in the Weet-Bix TRYathlon at Pt England Reserve. In the
five years we have been taking part this is the second highest number of
students entered in the school team. Our highest number of
participants came from Year 4.
Despite the little time to practise and the delay in getting the packs the day went
without a hitch. The students needed to keep hydrated and cool as it was an extremely
hot day. It was great to see all the parents there cheering on their children and I
appreciated the assistance from many of the parents. The students and parents were
able to have a free breakfast and there were lots of extra activities the students were
able to take part in.
Two of our students were also lucky enough to win a new bike and helmet on the day.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Although a little hot at first, the weather was perfect for this year’s Family Fun Night. Parents and caregivers took
advantage of the opportunity to meet with the class teachers and then head down to the field for a picnic. The student
sports leaders did a good job of organising games for everyone to play and the evening ended with a huge lolly scramble.

Simply call the office, contact your child's teacher or contact the leadership team depending on what your question
is. We will answer any questions you have. We are only too happy to help.
CONTACT US
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Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 298 5410
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office@opaheke.school.nz
www.opaheke.school.nz

INNOVATOR

Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are:
Sickness, serious injury or health related appointment
Bereavement/Tangi Special permission from the Principal
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Introducing the Great Kiwi Science, English and Maths
Competitions.
For a number of years at Opaheke School we have offered
optional ICAS Assessments through the University of New South
Wales, Australia, to students of high academic attainment. The
ICAS assessments have been redesigned for 2019 and as a
result the fees have increased to $15 per assessment.
We have looked at alternatives to the ICAS assessments for
2019 so that we can continue to offer an external assessment for
our high achieving students at a manageable cost to parents.
The Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM) at the
University of Canterbury offers assessment in Science, English
and Maths. These assessments are skills based and closely align
with the New Zealand Curriculum. They are designed by New
Zealand teachers. They are administered online and take 50
minutes to complete.
The assessments take place during Term 2 and results are
provided to schools in Term 3. As with the ICAS assessments,
participating students receive a Participated, Achieved, Merit
and Excellence grade. A Distinction grade is awarded to the
top 1% of students. The cost of these assessments is $8.50 per
student for each assessment.
We feel that as The Great Kiwi Science, English and Maths
Competitions are aligned to our curriculum this is a better
option than the revised ICAS assessments and will trial these for
2019. We will send out further information and registration
forms as we receive them from The University of Canterbury.

2019 Reading Eggs

Reading Eggs is a web-based programme. This
literacy focussed programme is developed by
Blake Education and supported by the 3P
learning education team (Mathletics). Because
this programme is web based, your child will
need access to a computer and the internet at
home. The cost for parents is $30 and this will
allow students access to the programme both at
home and at school for the duration of the
school year. “Reading Eggs makes learning to
read interesting and engaging for kids, with
great online reading games and activities.
Children love the games, songs, golden eggs and
other rewards which, along with feeling proud of
their reading, really motivate children to keep
exploring and learning.”
To find out more visit: www.readingeggs.co.nz.
Please see the office if you would like a
registration form.

OPAHEKE SCHOOL YEAR 7 AND 8 SWIMMING SPORTS
th

On Friday 15 February the Maungawhau Team headed to Massey Park Pools to participate in their Opaheke School Swimming Sports.
It was an exceptionally hot day. Students participated in a variety of swimming events including 100m, 50m and across the pool lengths.
The students were great challenge takers throughout the day. We have a team of 20 students who will head onto North Counties Year 7
and 8 Swimming Sports on Friday 22nd February. Well done to Rebecca, Kirsty, Addison, Charlotte E, Sienna-ri, Jacob, Kurtis, Sam, Niwa,
Lara, Alyssa, Zoe, Saeus, Jayde, Nick, Regan, Dhruv and Mahara who were selected for this team.

SWIM MAGIC
The organisation Swim Magic
have been at school every
day since the beginning of
the year providing Swimming
survival lesson to the
students in Years 3 to 6.

A huge thank you to all the parents who have
volunteered to do road patrol and lunches for the
first time. We really appreciate you giving up your
time and the students appreciate it too!

These are important skills
for the children to learn.
New Zealand is surrounded
by water and all children
should be confident in and
around it.

Of course a massive thank you to all the parents
and caregivers who have remained on road patrol
or lunches from last year. We really appreciate
your ongoing support.
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PTA MEETING
Please join us in the
Staffroom on 20th Feb at
7pm. All parents are
welcome to come and find
out more about our school
PTA.

SPARE CLOTHING
We need clothing for children at school who need to
change their clothes for various reasons during the
school day. If you have any shorts/track pants that
your child may have grown out of—sizes 5-10 could
you please send them along for our spare clothing bin.

MORE PHOTOS FROM THE TRYATHLON
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Room 9 Year One and Two
Room 9 have been busy learning about each other. We have created a class
treaty, a waka and are using kind actions to ‘Fill our buckets’.

We are using the whakatauki “ He waka eke
noa” (we are all in this together) to inspire us
to work, learn, play and have fun together as
a team.

How can you fill someone’s bucket?

✓ Play with someone
✓ Pay a compliment
✓ Share

✓ Give a smile

✓ Include everyone in your games
✓ A kind gesture

✓ Being kindScarlett O - John Family Cup

Monson T - Nancy Betts Cup

✓ Helping someone

✓ A random act of kindness
.

Amy N - (Joint winner)
Lofroth
Cup
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Tanisha K - (Joint winner)
Lofroth Cup
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ROOM 5—YEAR 5
Road patrol at Opaheke is a very important and responsible
leadership role in our school. This year, 16 Year 6's have
joined our crew of dedicated road patrollers, this week
Constable Dan arrived to complete a refresher with our new
Year 6's and with our existing Year 7 patrollers.
They were not only revisiting the
routines and calls around the job
itself, but also discussing the
importance of road safety around
our school and our community. Our
road patrollers help to
regulate and improve the safety of
our roads while our students
arrive and leave school. They are
also there to set a good
example and encourage all our
students to follow the rules of
road safety.

Next time you travel around before and after school, we ask
that you support our road patrollers by slowing down
and remembering to follow the road rules. They also
appreciate a friendly wave or two.
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IMPORTANT DATES
20 February

Opaheke School Swimming Sports Y5/6 at Massey Pools

20 February

PTA Meeting 7pm

22 February

North Counties Swimming Sports Y7/8 at Massey Pools (selected students)

22 February

Deadline for School Councillor Applications

26 Feb — 1 March

Year 7 EOTC and Year 8 Camp

5 March

Boostrix Talks for Y7/8 10.30am

6 March

North Counties Swimming Sports Y7/8 at Massey Pools (save day 8 March)

8 March

Year 7 and 8 Orienteering

12 March

Summer Sports (interschool) Year 5/6

12 March

Maori Hui 6pm

ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES
TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR
Certificates this term

Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July
Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September
Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec

11 Feb

18 Feb

R1

Toby

Carowyn

R2

Bonnie

Kayla

R3

Holland

Pankti

R4

Mohammad

Eva

R5

Rueben

R6

Vice

Andrew

R7

Thahliyah

Karmanjit

R8

Brayden

R9

Haali

Jasmine

R10

Tawera

Rylee

R11

Tahu

Mackenzie

R12

TERM DATES FOR 2019
Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April

Paid Advertising

Drury Junior
Rugby 2019
Registration dates
22nd Feb 4.30-6.30
Drury Rugby Club
10 Tui St, Drury .
Online
Registration also
available via our
website
www.druryrugby.c
o.nz/juniorrugby/PlayerRegistration
Come and Join us
in 2019.

Saoirse

R15

Amelia

Kayla

R17

Katlyn

Dylan

R21

Charlotte

Logan

R22

Deijahn

Ike

R23

Moko Iti

John

R24

Tyla

Hemi

R25

Ava

Hayden

R26

Darien

Ceasar

Jnr Hub Vakaliki

Joban

SH 7

Eloise

Ashton

SH 8

Kayla

Tatiana
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