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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
A DAY OF TRAGEDY
I write with reference to the horrific events that occurred in Christchurch on Friday and our school response. I know that
you will all stand with me in sending our thoughts and condolences to all those who have been affected by this terrible act
of violence, those who have lost loved ones, those who are injured or those whose whānau are injured. We also send our
heartfelt gratitude to the emergency and support services who will be working tirelessly with the victims and their families
over this terrible time.
I would also like to acknowledge the work of my principal, teacher and support staff colleagues in Christchurch, who once
again, stood staunchly alongside their precious students in a time of extreme fear. Many of them will be working with the
victims and families of victims once their children return to school. Some of them will have colleagues working with those
whose families have been directly affected by this tragedy. Kia kaha to all those people.
Whilst we hope and pray that this event in Christchurch is an isolated occurrence, I would like to inform you a little more
about our school’s already established lockdown procedures. Should the school ever be placed into lockdown, we will
endeavour to communicate with you via email and the school app (Skool Loop) to ensure you are informed of the ongoing
situation. We will communicate directly with staff to keep them informed of the situation and also liaise directly with the
Police. In the case of a lockdown lasting longer than a few minutes, we have buckets in the few classrooms without access
to internal bathrooms which will enable children to go to the toilet if needed. All areas of the school have access to water.
We ask that parents DO NOT come to school in a lockdown situation, as this can place you in danger, and we are unable to
let you into any part of the school. Staff and children can only be released by myself or one of the Senior Leadership Team.
For parents seeking advice around conversations with children about what has happened, please see the links below to
articles that may help you with keeping your conversations developmentally appropriate. I will be working to ensure that
the staff feel equipped to deal sensitively with any questions or concerns that may arise.
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MOE Advice
Conversations about Trauma
Conversations about Terrorism
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WHᾹNAU SUPPORTING WHᾹNAU
The kaupapa last Tuesday night was about Whānau
supporting Whānau.
The establishment of a whānau support group with
a role to supporting whānau was discussed. While
there is more work to be done around the exact
function of this roopu there are whanau
members who may be interested in being part of
this initiative.
Absent: Eloise and Sam

Congratulations to the 12 students voted and
confirmed to be School Councillors this year. Their
first duty will be hosting the next assembly.
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Louise Gavin, mother of children at the school is
keen to hear from you if you would like to discuss
the possibility of some sort of breakfast club.

Email Louise at eleece1985@icloud.com

Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are:
Sickness, serious injury or health related appointment
Bereavement/Tangi Special permission from the Principal
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SPORTS UPDATE
Small Sticks Hockey
Opaheke students have been participating in hockey coaching sessions
provided by Counties Manukau Hockey and Kiwisport. During these
sessions students learn a variety of hockey skills as well as participation
and teamwork skills.

Counties Zone
Swimming
Y7/8 Friday 8
March

Year 7/8 Orienteering – 8 March
Year 7 & 8 students underwent Orienteering training at Opaheke School with Val Robinson from Counties
Manukau Orienteering club. A selection of students will head to Totara Park on Wednesday 20 th March to
participate in a practice session. This is a precursor to the Counties Zone Orienteering event which will be held
in May.
Counties Ultra Rip Wednesday 13 March
Opaheke School took two teams to the Counties
Zone Ultra Rip Tournament at Bruce Pulman Park.

Year 5 & 6 North Counties
Swimming:
We had a team of 38 Year 5
& 6 students compete at the
North Counties Swimming
Sports. Our swimmers
represented our school well
in both the length and width
races. The George Keown
Cup relay was hotly
contested and on the last
length we pulled through to
be placed third. We are still
awaiting the final placings
for the rest of the races.

Year 5 & 6 Summer Field Days:
On Tuesday 12 March our Year 5 & 6 students
participated in the North Counties Summer
Field Days at Bruce Pulman Park. The students
spent the day playing Cricket, Touch Rugby or
Modified Softball. It was a great day of sports
with all students demonstrating excellent
sportsmanship and teamwork. The day
provided an excellent opportunity for our
students to improve their skills in these sports.
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One of our targets this year is to improve our attendance. In particular reducing the number of unjustified absences. Those
absences which are not illness, injury or bereavement may be classed as unjustified. The target is at least 94% attendance on
average by the end of Term 3. Anything above 90% is considered adequate by the MOE, but we think we can do much better.

As a matter of courtesy and reflecting our school value of respect we ask parents to request permission from the Principal for
their children to be excused from school for a special purpose. To date this has never been declined but does allow the correct
procedures to follow on—The Principal replies to the request in writing acknowledging the dates. The Principal informs the
child’s teacher and the Attendance Officer who mark this on the roll so parents do not need to be contacted. We understand the
importance and educational value of these occasions. On occasions the student keeps a visual or written account of their
experiences which is shared with the Principal on their return.
It is also important that students remain on time and although not a specific target the rate is being monitored. Ideally the
students would be here for the first bell and class line ups at 8.10am. All students should be ready to learn at 8.25am. We have
experienced first hand that some students take a long time to settle when they are late and this can be a disruption to other
students in the class. A courtesy call informing us when your child will be late would be appreciated.

BOT Election timeline
29 April—Calling for and
accepting nominations
8 May—Main roll closes at noon
22 May—Supplementary roll
closes at noon
24 May—Nominations close at
noon
27 May—Voting papers posted
7 June—Election Day (voting
closes)
14 June—Elected trustees take
office

2019 PTA EASTER RAFFLE.
Our popular PTA Raffle is coming up and we need your
support. Thanks so much to the families who have already
sent Easter Egg donations to make up our raffle baskets, the
more eggs we get the more prizes we can have. If you can
help with this we would gratefully accept donations until the
5th April. Raffle books have been sent home and we thank
everyone who has offered to sell these for us. If you need any
more please let us know, there will be a prize for the top 10 ticket sellers.
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Room 3
Year 7
Art to represent our Heritage

We have been looking at our families and heritage
and different ways of representing this through art.
These are some of our modern Koru designs based
on the art of Raewyn Harris.

Personal Mottos

After reading “Refugee” By Alan Gratz and
hearing Isabel’s mottos, “Fight against the
impossible and win.” Room 3 came up with
personal mottos that we could live by. These are
some of the student mottos. They are all on
display in the Room 3

Mon

Amy
N(Joint
winner)
CHALLENGE
TAKER
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Kia Kaha from Room 15—Year 1 & 2

Inquiry Unit
We have been learning about how we are the same, but
different, how families are different, how to behave well and how
we can have a safe, positive classroom and home.
NOW WE CAN:�
Describe: special things about ourselves.
Describe: similarities and differences between families
Explain: how we can show good behaviour at school and home
Explain: the advantages of a safe and positive classroom and home
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IMPORTANT DATES
27 March

PTA AGM Meeting 7pm School Staffroom

28 March

Junior 3-Way Conferences

Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April

29 March

Kindness Day —Maungakiekie

Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July

1 April

Orienteering for Year 5 and 6

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September

8 April

Easter Raffle Draw

9 April

Parent Evening for Parents of students in Rooms 3, 8, 9, 17, 25 and SH8 at 6pm

12 April

Last Day of Term 1 (Normal finish time)

TERM DATES FOR 2019

Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec

PTA MEETING DATE CHANGE
Was Wednesday 20 March Now Wednesday 27 March
This meeting is the AGM and we need as many parents there as possible.

ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES
TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR
Certificates this term
11 March

18 March

R1

Maia

Lily

R2

Alyssa

Alexander

R3

Aria

Blake

R4

Hanna

Mehrunnisa

R5

Nakita

R6

Samantha

R7

Zac

Orlando

R8

Tai

Myiesha

R9

Welcome to our school—Aroush and Kyra (R22) Isikeli (R26) Bethany,
Payton, Cyrus, Ruby, Hasrat, Aston, Alexis, and Theia (Junior Hub)
Junior football at Drury FC starts soon with teams for all ages
and abilities. Check out www.druryfootball.co.nz for details or
call Angela Mob: 021 0299 8230
Congratulations to Tylar and Kaylee and their team
2 Cool, who won 1st place and are 2019 NCA
Champions at the NCA Allstar National
Championships in Dallas Texas. The biggest
cheerleading competition in the world. The first
Team from a NZ Gym to win this Championship.

Spencer

R10

Arya

R11

Dayton
Rhys

Carpool—if anyone would like to arrange a car pool from Arimu
Road area to School please contact Vel on 0224291730

R12

Leon

Joanna

R15

James

Dominic

R17
R21

Kristile

R22

Avah

Ethan

R23

Isabelle

Willow

R25

Ruby

Cooper

R26

Rebecca

Deja

R24

Jnr Hub

Mia

SH 7

Madelline

Francesca

SH 8

Sam

Rylee

ORDER YOUR WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTO AT THE SCHOOL
OFFICE TODAY—50CM X 25CM
$25 (orders must be in by 29th March)
This photo was taken on 11 December 2018 to the mark the 50th Jubilee.
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