
 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 

School finishes for all students at 2.30pm. 
 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Issue 15 2023 

Wednesday 20 September 2023 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo 

ni, asalaamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Nĭ hăo  

The final week of the term is here. Everybody has worked tremendously 

hard, and the term break affords us the chance to reflect, celebrate and 

recharge the batteries. 

There are lots of things to celebrate this term.  

• Our attendance is on the up with a recent daily average of 90%, and 

with warmer weather approaching and less illness it is only going to 

improve. 

• Student learning is flying.  

• Our roll is growing. We expect to be around 650 pupils by the end of 

the year. 

It is with mixed emotions that I announce the departure of Amesha Patel. 

Miss Patel has accepted the position of deputy principal at Waiau Pa 

School starting next term. It is an exciting career opportunity for Amesha, 

and we have no doubt that she will make a positive difference there. We 

are sad though, because Amesha has given much to our school, our staff 

and students. She has been relentless in her mahi and has a massive heart 

for the kids. Aroha nui, Amesha. 

Each Monday morning we have PTA mums and dads in our staffroom 

working away on the Family Funfest and other fundraising activities. They 

have coffee, baked treats and share some laughs and light hearted chat 

while getting stuck into their work. It is really nice to see and we appreciate 

the work they are putting into their fundraising events, which ultimately 

goes back into our kids education. If you ever thought the PTA and the 

work associated with the PTA was a little daunting, think again. They are a 

great bunch of parents, the vibe is relaxed, and I am sure they will 

welcome you in with open arms. The PTA is not just about fundraising, it is 

also about helping bring our community together.  

Finally, a special thank you to our parents and extended whānau who have 

supported us in various ways this term. Kapa haka, launchpad, transport, 

coaching, and road patrol. You have helped lighten the load for our staff 

so thanks. Thanks also to the parents who turn up to support our events 

such as the recent maths morning 

and cross country. Your presence 

lifts student motivation and makes 

our organisational efforts worth it. 

 

Stay well and have a great break. 

Mr Tawhiti 

Fijian Language Week (8-14 Oct 2023) 
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Learning at Ōpaheke 
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Wig Wednesday 

Wow we had so many students and staff 
members with whacky hair styles and cool 
wigs on last Wedneday to support Wig 
Wednesday and raise money for the Child 
Cancer Foundation. We have raised of $400. 
Good work everybody.  

HATS REQUIRED 
FOR  

TERM 4 

Our school hats 

are required 
during the 

summer terms 

one and four.  You can purchase 
these at the office for $14 each.   
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We had a cultural exchange last week. Ākonga (learners), kaiako, and whānau from Mercury Bay Area School in Whitianga (Te 
Whanganui-a-hei) came to visit our kura.  

It was an extra special visit, 
because Matua Marcus 
Oxenham (former Ōpaheke 
teacher) came to visit with his 
new school. We welcomed them 
with a mihi whakatau and our 
kapa haka roopu sang waiata for 
our manuhiri (visitors). We had a 
shared hakari (feast) and then all 
the tamariki joined together to 
sing ‘Toia Mai’. Ngā mihi nui to 
Moko-iti and Albie for their 
leadership in the mihi whakatau, 
our ringawera in the kitchen, our 
whānau for bringing kai, and to 
Mahu Rawiri for offering his 
support with the welcome.  

This exchange was all about 
whakawhanaungatanga - 
coming together and 
reconnecting. We have now 
formed a link with MBAS and we 
may visit their kura one day in 
the future. 

Sport 

Cultural Exchange 

Year 3/4 Cross Country 
Well done to all the Year 3 and 4 students who participated in the 
Ōpaheke School Cross Country on the 13th September. They 
practised our schools 'Challenge Taker' disposition by 
persevering all the way to the finish. Thank you to all the whānau 
who made it, to watch and cheer on our runners. Special 
congratulations to the top three students in each cohort as 
follows: 
 
Year 4 Boys  
1st Luke W 
2nd Chozin G 
3rd Wainui H 
 
Year 4 Girls 
1st Calais-Reign F 
2nd Payton M 
3rd Pranaya S 
 
Year 3 Boys 
1st Lucas O 
2nd Max S 
3rd Austin H 
 
Year 3 Girls 
1st Alexandria M 
2nd Gemma G 
3rd Summer S  

Year 1/2 Cross Country 
Congratulations to our Year 1 and 2 students who 
participated in the Ōpaheke Junior School Cross 
Country yesterday.  

Here are the top three placings from each group: 

5 Year Old Girls JH/16: 
1st - Neeana 
2nd- Isabella 
3rd - Willow 
 
5 Year Old Girls 15/10 
1st - Elise 
2nd - Rolene 
3rd - Eliora 
 
5 Year Old Boys  
1st - Ricki 
2nd - Vivaan  
3rd - Mason 
 
6 Year Old Girls Year 1 
1st - Skylar  
2nd - Sophia 
3rd - Missiah 
 
6 Year Old Boys Year 1  
1st - Dilawar 
2nd - Marshall 
3rd - Kiaan 

6 Year Old Girls Year 2 
1st - Brylee 
2nd - Zoe 
3rd equal - Harsirat & 
Saatchi 
 
6 Year Old Boys Year 2 
1st - Reuben 
2nd - Kippin 
3rd - Kavaan 
 
7 Year Old Girls 
1st - Lily E 
2nd - Aaliyah 
3rd - Ninke 
 
7 Year Old Boys 
1st - Quinn 
2nd - Jace 
3rd - Layton  
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Science Fair 

Congratulations to our incredible Year 7/8 students for their outstanding 
achievements at the Science Fair! You have all put in the mahi, and the 
'fair' is a tribute to your effort. What a great team to be a part of.  

A heartfelt thank you goes out to our parents who supported their 
children's work in school. This includes those late nights and the 
motivation to complete the experiments on time. We understand that this 
can be quite challenging. It was heartwarming to see so many of our 
families attend our open evening to view their child's work.  
  
The students' hard work, combined with the invaluable support of parents 
and teachers, truly shone through. Now, let's applaud our well-deserving 
award recipients:  
  
Year 8 
1st Place: Braith C, 2nd Place: Elizabeth C, 3rd Place: Charlotte T  
Highly Commended:  Ruby E, Angi P and Tyla Y  
  
Year 7 
1st Place: Ruby E, 2nd Place: Vivaan W, 3rd Place: Mason V  
Highly Commended:  Hibah A, Vairaj M, William D and Kyle K 
  
Teacher Choice:  
Rm1: John C, Vela S, Kristile H, Mila A 
Rm2: Odin K, Skylah S, Sonay U  
Rm3: Prav S, Alishba M, Vanni C, Louise K, Nina F, Maia H 
Kanuka: Genevieve S, Nevaeh M, Moko-Iti K  
Manuka:  Gunreet S, Nikita K, Ava V and Wanessa H  
  
A special thank you to our esteemed panel of judges who played a 
crucial role in evaluating the projects at our Science Fair! We were 
honored to have the Head of Science Department accompanied by a 
Science teacher from Rosehill College, Head of Science Department from 
Papakura High School and Jenn Jury, Board Presiding Member and 
Scientist from the University of Auckland. 
 
Your expertise and dedication to advancing science education is truly 

commendable. Your contributions made this event even more 

meaningful!  Thank you for being a part of our Science Fair journey!   
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STAR Award Recipients  

Our term three focus is ‘Achieving Personal Best’.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the last 

two weeks.  

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating! 

Term 3 Week 8 

Author Visit 

On the 14th September Rangitoto had an amazing visit from two authors from Storylines. Adele Broadbent 
and Amy Harrop shared their inspiration (ideas can come from anywhere!) and the importance of editing, 
editing, and editing your writing! We had an impromptu performance of Amy's Book 'Goat on a Trampoline' 
and some students dressed up to play the animal parts, and the pivotal role of a tree too! 

Adele is a voracious reader and book reviewer and she 
shares her reviews of new books on her website: https://
whatbooknext.com/. She took students through an easy 
process to write better stories.  

Thank you to Storylines Trust Te Whare Waituhi Tamariki o 
Aotearoa for including Ōpaheke School on your Auckland 
tour, our tamariki are inspired to use some of the ideas that 
Adele and Amy shared today to develop their storywriting!  

Term 3 Week 9 

https://whatbooknext.com/?fbclid=IwAR3sNFy8nKxoiuTqJiYvhxtowZYXENsqWlgP3M5NDEEc0uVAI7qYDkhY6_Y
https://whatbooknext.com/?fbclid=IwAR3sNFy8nKxoiuTqJiYvhxtowZYXENsqWlgP3M5NDEEc0uVAI7qYDkhY6_Y
https://www.facebook.com/StorylinesTrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUj9kkYkE4SH4jJmUBxvQzWhs8RrWzbrO2oAlO6KQq9KAUq-7yJkwH06s7ogRPb3i272dNQq0UaFJsKpAdcXLRrZLJBnGM4konUtyrcP1tEuPl-ETJ6N-I6YCSYAD_M_9IwVK2pQXoPYV8ve3PAo5WKnVTZ--9mBYydgpFrOjld2hyWqWSZ_IK__bLu2k06EPg&__tn__=
https://www.facebook.com/StorylinesTrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUj9kkYkE4SH4jJmUBxvQzWhs8RrWzbrO2oAlO6KQq9KAUq-7yJkwH06s7ogRPb3i272dNQq0UaFJsKpAdcXLRrZLJBnGM4konUtyrcP1tEuPl-ETJ6N-I6YCSYAD_M_9IwVK2pQXoPYV8ve3PAo5WKnVTZ--9mBYydgpFrOjld2hyWqWSZ_IK__bLu2k06EPg&__tn__=
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Pasifika parents can also directly register their child(ren) for Po 

Ako at any time, by filling in this short Google form online: 

https://forms.gle/nhbWp513eF5xJqvr8 

PTA Notices 

Po Ako 

https://forms.gle/nhbWp513eF5xJqvr8
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IMPORTANT DATES 

17-23 Sep Chinese Language Week 

19 Sep  Y1/2 Cross Country 

21 Sep  Y5/6 Planting Trip 

21 Sep  PTA Disco 

22 Sep Last day of T3 - normal finish  

23 Sep Netball Prizegiving - 10.30am 

8-14 Oct Fijian Language Week 

9 Oct  Term 4 starts - normal time 

11 Oct  Y6 Camp Parent Meeting 6pm 

13 & 16 Oct Y5 EOTC - Botanic Gardens 

14 Oct  Election Day 

15 Oct  Kapa Haka Wananga 

17 Oct  PTA Meeting 7pm 

18 Oct  Y5 EOTC - Totara Park 

18-20 Oct Y6 Camp 

20 Oct  5 EOTC - Big Foot Adventures 

 
 TERM DATES FOR 2023 

Term 3 - Monday 17 July to Friday 22 Sept 

Term 4 - Monday 9 Oct to Friday 15 Dec 

Room Week 8 Week 9 

R1 Ruby Monika 

R2 Skylah Sonay 

R3 Luca Heaven 

R4 Briannah Laurel 

R5 Hannah Sakinah 

R6 Charlotte Lennon 

R7 Heretaniwha Jasnoor 

R8 Mika Haukawarua 

R9 Georgia Quinn 

R10 Rolene Gurbani 

R11 Kippin Narika 

R12 Maanveer Isaac 

R15 Rylie Marshall 

R16 Hawaiki Zarni 

R17 Maryam Lily-Breeze 

R21 Callan Ishman 

R22 Cyrus Grayson 

R23 Aurelia Matileti 

R24 Elvira Miguel 

R25 Sonny Ruby 

R26 Arav  

Junior Hub Madison  

Kanuka Jonathan-
Ryley 

Amelia 

Manuka Trey Xander 

STAR AWARDS 

Term 3 - Achieving Personal Best 
Paid Advertising 


