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Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 

School finishes for all students at 2.30pm. 

 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, 

malo ni, asalaamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

The PTA funfest is almost upon us. A lot of hard work has gone into this event so we hope to see you all here Friday 

afternoon. Action gets underway at 4pm. 

There is a lot happening in the remaining six weeks of the school year. It is a busy time for all. Students are continuing 
the learning climb, teachers are monitoring and assessing progress as well as writing reports, and staff are preparing for 
the celebratory events in the last week of term. Parents, take a close look at the calendar on our website and make a 
note of any events that may be of interest to you. This year we are introducing a Junior Prizegiving to go alongside our 
Senior Prizegiving on the 12th of December.  We would love to see whānau and friends at these.   

Senior Leadership are starting to plan classroom placements for next year. If your child is not returning to Ōpaheke next 
year, please let the office know. Also if you live in 
zone and have a child due to start with us in 2024 
and you haven’t already let us know, please give us 
a call or send us an email to start the process. 
Thank you. 

You may have seen a few physical changes around 

the school. Our painters are in the final stages of 

painting our school, the weather has proven to be a 

challenge for the painters, but they are almost 

there. We also have new updated signage making 

its way around the school. Interior upgrades to the 

library and Room 18 have also been completed and 

further electrical upgrades will start soon. We have 

some major classroom restructure projects in the 

2024 pipeline. However, with a stretched trade 

industry and material delays we are proceeding with 

caution as we want to minimise disruptions to our 

learners and staff. 

I looked at the forelorn figure of Sam Cane on 

Sunday, as he sat on the bench after receiving a red 

card in the world cup final. His efforts against 

Ireland a fortnight earlier were the key reason the 

All Blacks were even in the final. But, sport can be 

cruel. As the All Blacks Captain, leading his team in 

a game of that magnitude, leaving the park and 

indeed leaving his team to battle would be his worst 

nightmare. I felt for him, and I get a sense that 

many other kiwis feel the same. Sam will be feeling 

the pain more than anybody else, and I think it is 

important to remember that we should be looking 

to awhi and wraparound people when they are 

down.  

Ngā mihi 

Mr Tawhiti 
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Loud Shirt Day 

It was great to see all the loud 

shirts around the school last 

Friday in support of Loud Shirt 

Day. Thank you to everyone who 

participated and donated to this 

worthy cause. We have raised 

over $200 for this charity.  

Sport 

Year 7/8 North Counties Touch Tournament 
Well done to our year 7 & 8s who participated in the North Counties touch tournament on the 24th October. A full day 
with great results! 

Well done to our mixed team who came 3rd, our girls’ team who came 4th and a huge congratulations to our boys' 
team for coming first place. They will be heading off to Counties Zone today. 

A big thank you all those parents who helped throughout the day, and to Dylan C and Mr Tawhiti for refereeing! Your 
support is always appreciated.  

Year 5-8 
Athletics Day 
The weather was 
nice enough to let 
the sun shine for 
our schools Year 5-8 
Athletics Day on 
Thursday 26th 
October. All the 
students enjoyed 
participating in the 
various activities 
and even the staff 
put a team together 
for the relay race in 
the morning. 
Congratulations to 
the students who made it through to the teams representing our school at 
the North Counties Athletics Days in November.  
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STAR Award Recipients  

Our term four focus is ‘Striving for Excellence’ . 

Well done to all our students who received awards over the last two 

weeks.  

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating! 

Term 4 Week 3 

PTA Notices 

Board Notices 

Funfest is gearing up to be a great event for our school 
whānau! We have lots of amazing raffles and silent auctions to give 

away on the night!  Bikes, family days out, golf, yoga, grocery 
hampers and so much more!!  Lovely food available on the night 

and some great market stalls.  Bring along the family and 
grandparents for an awesome night out of fun and games!! 

Just a reminder to please send your baked goods donation to 
school on Friday 3rd November for the Funfest event.  There would 
have been a sticker attached to the plate and notice, which was sent 

home last week, for labelling the baking.   

 



 

 CHALLENGE TAKER  COLLABORATOR  INNOVATOR THINKER SELF REGULATOR 

IMPORTANT DATES 

1 Nov  Y7/8 Counties Zone Touch 

2 Nov  Rangatahi Festival 

3 Nov  PTA Funfest 4-7pm 

15 Nov Y7/8 NC Athletics 

16 Nov Y5/6 NC Athletics 

21 Nov Y7/8 CZ Athletics 

22-29 Nov Scholastic Book Fair 

24 Nov Teacher Only Day 

29 Nov Board Thank You to Parents Evening 6pm 

 TERM DATES FOR 2023 
Term 3 - Monday 17 July to Friday 22 Sept 

Term 4 - Monday 9 Oct to Friday 15 Dec 

Room Week 2 Week 3 

R1  Abhay 

R2  Stella 

R3  Alishba 

R4  Kymani 

R5  Michael 

R6  Oliver 

R7  Winnie 

R8  Mika 

R9  AJ 

R10  Saatchi 

R11  Aaliyah 

R12  Ethan 

R15  Xavier 

R16  Beerfateh 

R17  Raysheil 

R21  Eleanor 

R22  Cheryl 

R23  Kingston 

R24  Flynn 

R25  Vivian 

R26  Viaan 

Junior Hub   

Kanuka  Iliesa 

Manuka  Lukiah 

STAR AWARDS 

Term 4 - Striving for Excellence 
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