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We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 

School finishes for all students at 2.30pm. 

 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo 

e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo ni, asalaamu 

alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Late Arrivers 

Once again thank you for your response to my plea to get kids to school on 

time. We have noted a slight reduction in children arriving late and disrupting 

learning.  

Attendance  

So far we have 65% of our school student population attending regularly. The 

Ministry of Education target and our school target for 2024 is for 70% of our 

student population to be regular attenders*. We have 107 students (18%) just 

sitting below the ‘regular attendance’ bar (80-90% attendance). It won’t take 

much to bump those kids into the 90% attendance GOLD STAR bracket. Even 

if we get half of those 107 kids to avoid having 1 or 2 days off a term, we will 

be safely above our 70% target. 

* Regular attendance is being at school at least 90% of the time. To be a 

regular attender you need to have NO more than 4 days off a term, or NO 

more than 2 days per month.  

As for the other 102 students who sit in the moderate and chronic absence 

bracket, there is a lot of work to be done. But, if you want to take your child’s 

education seriously and want to get back on track with attendance, we are 

more than happy to help. If this is you, then I think the first step is to reach 

out to our office to get the actual attendance picture for your child.  

Student councillors 

We had 22 wonderful and worthy applicants for the 10 student councillor 
positions. It was a very hard decision whittling the 22 down to 10, and have 
no doubt that those who may have missed out this time, will take on 
future leadership roles as they all have considerable potential. We are 
however, very pleased to announce that we have landed on our student 
councillors this year. They exemplify the attributes we need for the high 
level of responsibility the role requires. A key change to our student 
council kaupapa which we started last year was about using their 
leadership to give back and serve our school and our students. 
Fundraising for new basketball hoops and backboards, play gear for our 
juniors, and running our breakfast club were just some examples of giving 
back, and it is also about leaving a legacy too. A huge congratulations to 
our student councillors. Ruby, Mika, Aroush, Joe, Ava, Odin, Jonah, 
William, Ike, and John S. 

Have a nice end to the week.   

Ngā mihi,  
Mr Tawhiti. 
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Sport 

North Counties Tag 

On Wednesday 13th ō Māehe Ōpaheke had three teams participating 
in the North Counties Tag Tournament held at Bruce Pulman Park.  
Miss Johnson had done an awesome job of organising a full day of 
games for the many Papakura schools who attended.  All three teams 
represented Ōpaheke well, showing excellent sportsmanship and 
respect towards the referees.  It is always great to see our Ōpaheke 
students standing out for all the right reasons.  Some of our tamariki 
had not played Tag before and it was wonderful to see their skills 
improve throughout the day.  The Year 8 boys had some tough 
competition in the first three games but came away with two wins at 
the end of the day.  The Year 5&6 teams had a great day with very 
close games.  Well done to these students for stepping up and being challenge takers! Many thanks to Brooke 
H , Colby D, Jasmine D and Jonathan F who helped referee and manage the teams on the day.  To the many 
parents who came down to watch a game or two and support our tamariki, thank you!   

Counties Swimming 
Congratulations to Kade and Kayne for their fabulous swimming at the 
Counties Swimming event on the 8th March.  Both boys did extremely well in 
their races.   

Kade made the finals for 100m freestyle finishing 5th and 50m freestyle final 
finishing 8th. 

Kayne made the finals for 100m freestyle finishing 5th, 50m freestyle finishing 
5th and 50m backstroke finishing 3rd. 

Special thanks 
to Tracey for 
her support 
with transport 
and 
supervision 
on the day. 
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STAR Award Recipients  

Our term one focus is ‘Teamwork’. 

Well done to all our students who received awards over 

the last two weeks.  

Great work team! 

 

Celebrating! 

Term 1 Week 6 

Year 5 and 6 students 

participated in the Eye on Nature 

School Days Programme, 

organized by the Beautification 

Trust, on Monday. 

The Eye on Nature School Days 

Programme offered a wonderful 

opportunity for students to 

engage with nature and explore 

its wonders. This year, the theme 

for the programme was "Act Local 

– Growing with Te 

Taiao".  Students had hands on 

experience on water sampling 

from the local awa (ph, nitrate 

levels and water temperature and 

the turbidity reading) animal 

pests and plant pests and 

recycling. Here are a few 

snapshots of the day.   Thank you 

to everyone who helped with this 

fantastic day for our students. 

Eye On Nature 

Only $20!  

Registration vouchers have been emailed out to families 
or you can pick one up from the office.   

First in First Serve.   

Support our PTA and get a lovely family portrait to keep. 
Term 1 Week 7 

PTA Notices 
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PTA Notices 

More tickets at the office now!!  

We have 100 books to get rid of so 

come on in for more!!  

We need a dedicated person or persons to help out 
the fundraising lead to organise planned fundraisers 

through the year.  Come along to the meeting and join 
the committee to help out the school! 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

20 Mar PTA Meeting & AGM 7pm 

21 Mar Maungarei Trip  

22 Mar Easter Donations Due  

22 Mar PTA Portrait Orders Due 

25 Mar PTA Raffles Due Back 

26 Mar NC Football 

27 Mar Book Club Orders Due  

28 Mar Y3/4 Swimming Survival  

28 Mar PTA Juicies Sale 2.30pm 

29-2 Apr Easter Holidays  

7 Apr PTA Family Portraits 

Room Week 6 Week 7 

R1 Jordan Giovanni 

R2 Maysie Ānaru 

R3 Tyreece Nikita 

R4 Adella Cara 

R5 Kabilan Luke 

R6 Arav Pranaya 

R7 Grace  

R8 Declan Lincoln 

R9 Joseph Hamin 

R10 Eliora Joseph 

R11 Gurnoor Gretel 

R12 Luke F Nikolay 

R15 Joseph Zorawar 

R16 Missiah Pravi 

R18 Neriah Sarah 

R21 Arlo Charlotte 

R22 AJ Oisin 

R23 Jensen Ishman 

R24 Roman Kavish 

R25 Quinn Nora 

R26 Almir  

Junior Hub Inaise  

Kanuka Eli P Winnie 

Manuka Trey Anne 

STAR AWARDS 

Term 1 - Teamwork 

 TERM DATES FOR 2024 
Term 1 - Wednesday 31 Jan to Friday 12 Apr 

Term 2 - Monday 29 Apr to Friday 5 Jul 

Term 3 - Monday 22 Jul to Friday 27 Sep 

Term 4 - Monday 14 Oct to Friday 13 Dec 

Paid Advertising 


