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We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 

School finishes for all students at 2.30pm. 

 

CONTACT US 

 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, 

malo e lelei, kia orana, namaste, malo ni, 

asalaamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Greetings to our families and friends 

You would have received information about our Whanaungatanga 
Week. This takes place in Week 6, from the 10th to the 13th of 

March, and is our opportunity to connect with you. Through these 

meetings, we hope to understand more about your child and your 

hopes and aspirations for their year of learning. We like to do this 

early in the year, so that we are set for success. Just so we avoid any potential disappointment I need to 

make it clear that these meetings will not be focused on student progress and achievement. These 

aspects will be covered later on in the year with reports and Student Led Conferences. 

I encourage you to complete the questionnaire alongside your child, book a time to meet the teacher, and 

bring your completed questionnaire along as the basis for the kōrero with the teacher. I look forward to 

seeing you here in Week 6. 

Please note that we will be closing school at the earlier time of 12pm on Wednesday the 12th of March to 
allow for our biggest day of bookings during Whanaungatanga Week. So we kindly ask that you make 

arrangements to have your child collected at this time, and if your child walks that they have appropriate 

supervision at home. The bus will be running earlier that day too. 

Staff Carpark 

Thank you for your support with my messaging around driving into our staff carpark. Obviously, I am 

speaking to a small number here, but it is a source of frustration, because it boils down to a personal 

choice between student safety vs convenience. I think we all know what is more important.  

Attendance 

The Ministry of Education has an attendance target for all schools to aspire to. They want 80% of students 

attending school 90% of the time by 2030 (we were 60% last year). If we break this down to a daily figure, 

we need to have 94% of our kids at school each day. Since the start of this year, we have had between 88-

93% here each day. This seems good but in reality, it is the start of year, the sun is shining and everything 

is great, we should really expect to see 97% of kids here. 90% is probably more realistic for terms 2 and 3 

when winter illness can knock attendance. Everyday, I print out a report which tells me who is away and 
why. I see patterns. One pattern I see is a surprising number of extended overseas holidays in the ‘reason 

for absence’ column. Our numbers are taking a hit as a result.  

Thank you to the many families who are making an effort with student attendance, because you are 

making a difference. Our 2024 attendance was a significant improvement from previous years, and the 

Ministry of Education have noted and commended us on the progress we have made. 

Mr Tawhiti. 
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Welcome  

Mrs Anika  Lorenz 

Kia ora Ōpaheke 
whānau. My name is 
Anika Lorenz and I’m 
delighted to teach 23 
amazing year 7’s in 
room 2 this year. 
Ever since I was lucky 
enough to study at 
Auckland University 
on a scholarship in 
2012, I've had 
wanderlust for 
Aotearoa and visited 

as often as I could. Last year I took the plunge and 
moved to this beautiful country. By chance I met 
Miss Pedersen, who told me so many great things 
about the school that I couldn't help but apply. 

I come from Germany and I am excited to add 
German to the languages offered at the school. This 
way I get to know all the remarkable students in 
Maungawhau.   

What I find most rewarding about my job is 
laughing with students and watching them learn, 
understand, and pass on new things. It's the 
lightbulb moments, the wordless smiles and the 
mutual trust that prove to me that teaching is my 
passion.  

I’m married to my patient husband Thomas, who is 
still working in Germany. So if you see me on the 
phone before school, he is most likely on the other 
end. To balance things out, I regularly go to the 
gym, where I mainly lift weights. You can also spot 
me on the beach, staring at the vast ocean.  

I’m happy to be part of the Ōpaheke whānau and 
look forward to all the great memories to come.  

Mā te wā, 
Mrs Lorenz. 

Stay tuned for more new faces in the 
next newsletter. 

Mr Kurtt White 

My name is Kurtt White and I’m a learning support 
teacher. I help in a range of classrooms and assist 
with the year 7’s going to tech. I thoroughly enjoy 
my job; it allows me to help kids learn and 
understand in a 
diverse setting. 
Outside of school I 
love helping on my 
parent's farm and 
tinkering on my car, I 
also love building 
Lego. Last year I was 
working remote in 
the Northern 
Territory helping 
educate indigenous 
kids and now it’s 
great to be back 
home in Aotearoa. 

Miss Natalya Bridgeman 

Kia ora! My name is Natalya 
Bridgeman, and I am excited to be the 
new Year 4 teacher in Room 24.  

I love being a teacher because every 
day brings new learning experiences. I 
find it incredibly fulfilling to watch my 
students grow, develop their skills, and 
gain confidence throughout the year. 

Outside of school, I enjoy spending 
time with my family and pets. I’m also 
passionate about playing sports and 
getting creative with different craft 
projects. I can’t wait to share my love 
for learning with the wonderful 
students in Room 24 and create a fun and engaging classroom 
environment. 

I look forward to getting to know everyone and making this year full 
of exciting learning adventures! 

PTA Notices 

26th February @ 7pm 

2025. 
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Sport 

Water Skills For Life 
Our students have been continuing to enjoy the Water Skills for Life programme in our school pool and 

our Y3-8’s are looking forward to their final session at the Massey Park Pools coming up.  Permission slips 

have been sent home with students and emailed out, please ensure these are returned asap so your child 

can enjoy their final session at Massey Park Pools. 
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Board SchoolDocs Review 

STAR Award Recipients  

Our term one focus is ‘Teamwork’. 

Well done to all our students who received awards at the 

last two assemblies.  

Great work team! 

Celebrating! 

Term 1 Week 2 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

26 Feb   PTA Meeting 7pm 

28 Feb   Y8 Gardasil 9 Talk 

4 Mar   Y5-8 NC Swimming 

10-13 Mar  Whanaungatanga Hui 

12 Mar   EARLY FINISH - 12 noon 

12 Mar   Y7/8 WSFL Massey Park 

13 Mar   Y3/4 WSFL Massey Park 

14 Mar   Y5/6 WSFL Massey Park 

 TERM DATES 2025 
Term 1, 2025 - Tuesday 4 Feb to Friday 11 Apr 

Term 2, 2025 - Monday 28 Apr to Friday 27 Jun 

Term 3, 2025 - Monday 14 Jul to Friday 19 Sep 

Term 4, 2025 - Monday 6 Oct to Wednesday 17 Dec  

Paid Advertising Room Week 2 Week 3 

R1 Aria  

R2 Kyle  

R3   

R4 Nikita  

R5 Kavish  

R6 Leo  

R7 Jaiysheil  

R8 Roman  

R9 Terrence  

R10 Samson  

R11 Clayton  

R12 Toby  

R15 Braelyn  

R16 Harnoor  

R18 Eni  

R21 Joseph  

R22 Alivia  

R23 Isabella  

R24 Abby  

R25 Arlo  

R26 Dylan  

Pikopiko Vaishvi  

Kānuka Aangel  

Mānuka   

Kauri Gurmukh  

N
o

 A
w

a
rd

s 
A

ss
e

m
b

ly
  

STAR AWARDS 

Term 1 - Teamwork 


