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We look forward to seeing your child at school by 8.25am ready 

to learn each day. 

School finishes for all students at 2.30pm. 

 

CONTACT US 

 

Kia ora koutou katoa, talofa lava, bula vinaka, malo e lelei, kia orana, 

namaste, malo ni, asalaamu alaikum, and warm greetings to you all.  

Tēnā koutou katoa   

I spent some time out at Camp Adair with our Year 

8 students. We did a 19km hike, which is a long 

way for little legs. I enjoy the hike because you get 

to see kids get physically and mentally tested, and 

more importantly, you get to see how they cope. I 

recall a boy and a girl who limped in last at Hunua 

Falls, exhausted and clearly ‘over it’. Only to see 

them regather, grit their teeth and completely 

dominate the return hike back to camp. 

Determination?... Guts?... Heart?, whatever it was, it 

was impressive.  I observed another student who 

decided to help his mates by carrying their 

backpacks on the final part of the hike, and despite falling down the track under the weight of the gear, he still happily 

trudged on. I even noted one of our girls who seemed to bound through the hike with effortless ease, albeit with the 

help of a handheld electric fan. Such a cool bunch of kids and an equally awesome group of camp parents.  

Reports 

In the short time since the government dropped the news that school reports were changing, it appears they hadn ’t 

quite worked out all the finer details that a change of this nature require. So, in order to avoid confusing you and giving 

you misleading information on your child and their progress 

in learning, Senior leadership has made the decision to keep 

our report format the same for our mid-year reports. For 

those familiar with this report, it is clear and informative. 

Furthermore, these reports viewed in conjunction with our 

Student Led Conferences will keep you well informed as to 

what is happening in your child’s learning. 

Enjoy the rest of your week and we look forward to seeing 

you all at the Whanaungatanga Hui with your child and their 

teacher today or tomorrow. 

Mr Tawhiti. 
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Sport 

North Counties Swimming 
Congratulations to our swimming team who had a great day on Wednesday 4th of March at Massey Park Pools.  Huge 
thanks to our parent helpers and those that came down to support.  We love taking teams to sports, and we couldn’t do 
it without parents who offer their time to provide transport for our teams and pick up duties such as time keeping. 
After a chilly start, the sun came out and our students gave it their best against tough 
swimming competition. 

Congratulations to the following students who placed in their finals races: 

Year 5 & 6 
Year 5 - Kippen T 3rd Boys Backstroke, 2nd Boys Freestyle and 3rd Boys Breaststroke 
Year 6 - Summer S 2nd Girls 100m Freestyle, 3rd 50m Freestyle and 3rd 50m Butterfly 

Year 7 & 8 
Year 7 - Vincent B 3rd Boys 100m Freestyle, 2nd Boys Freestyle, 2nd Boys Butterfly and 2nd 
Boys Breaststroke 
Year 8 - Giovanni T 3rd Boys 
Freestyle, Aurora J 3rd Girls 
Breaststroke and Ellyette C 2nd 
Girls Backstroke 
Well done to the above Year 7 & 8 
swimmers who have made the 
North Counties team to swim at 
the Counties Swimming event on 
Friday 13th March at Jubilee Pool 
in Pukekohe. 

Water Skills For Life 

Our ākonga recently completed their Water Skills for Life 

swimming programme with Swim Magic. To finish the 

programme, Year 3-6 children visited Massey Park Pools 

where they practised their swimming and water safety 

skills. It was fantastic to see students participating 

enthusiastically and building their confidence in the 

water. Thank you to Swim Magic and our staff for 

supporting this valuable learning experience.  Our Year 

7/8 children will be going to Massey Park next week. 
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PTA Notices 

This year we have our 
whole school assemblies 
fortnightly on a Friday 
after lunch until 
approximately 1.30pm.  
To minimise disruptions, 
and out of respect for 
everyone, we ask that 
students not be 
collected during this 
time.  If your child has 
an appointment 
requiring them to leave 
during this time please 
let the office know in 
advance so that your 
child can wait up at the 
office to be collected. 

Whole School 

Assemblies 

Welcome  

Miss Niamh Gedson 
Kia ora, I am pleased to be the 
newest member of the 
Learning Support Team. 
I have experience supporting 
students in school as well as 
caring for children as a Nanny 
for a number of different 
families.  I enjoying getting to 
know all the different children 
with their lovely personalities 
and seeing the world 
through their eyes.  

Outside of school I enjoy 
reading, sewing and going for 
bush walks with my dog. I 
moved to Papakura last year, 
and I live with my partner, 
Dad, little brother and little 
sister, who are both students 
here at Ōpaheke.                     

I’m really looking forward to 
my time here!  
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IMPORTANT DATES 

11-12 Mar Whanaungatanga Hui 

12 Mar School Finishes 12 noon 

13 Mar Y3/4 Trip to Greenhaven Reserve 

13 Mar Y7/8 Counties Swimming 

18 Mar Polyfest 

18 Mar North Counties Football 

18 Mar PTA AGM and Meeting 7pm 

19-20 Mar Y7/8 WSF Massey Park Pools 

23 Mar Board Meeting 7pm 

Room Week 5 

R1 Niklaus & Ethan  

R2 Tejas & Ausami  

R3 Grace G & Daniel  

R4 Rhys & Alexis  

R5 Nora & Nolan  

R6 Kavish & Dylan  

R7 Maanveer & Iutesi  

R8 Vereti & K'larnya  

R10 Korey-Leigh & Kiaan  

R11 Sammy & MJ  

R12 Gabby & Zorawar  

R15 Leena & Kaion  

R16 Braelyn & Karmyn  

R18 Manaia &  Austinel  

R21 Pearlynn & Te Koha  

R22 Meleane & Sebhastian  

R23 Luke & Tony 

R24 Loto & Gurbani  

R25 Gurnoor &  Rolene  

R26 Sophia & Ella  

Pikopiko Tatiyana & Usman  

Te Rito Izaria & Rudra 

Kānuka OKeefe & Ariana  

Mānuka Athena & Kabilan  

Kauri George & Georgia  

STAR AWARDS 

Term 1 - Teamwork  

 TERM DATES 2026 

Term 1, 2026 - Wed 4 Feb to Thurs 2 Apr 

Term 2, 2026 - Mon 20 Apr to Fri 3 Jul 

Term 3, 2026 - Mon 20 Jul to Fri 25 Sep 

Term 4, 2026 - Mon 12 Oct to Wed 16 Dec 2026  


