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INTEREST: 

 QUIZ NIGHT 

 EMAILED NEWSLETTERS 

 TRAVEL WISE 

Fun Fact 
You would have to 

walk for seven 

hours straight to 

burn off a Super 

Sized Coke, fry 

and Big Mac. 

 

Dear Parents,  
Greetings to all of you.  
Welcome to our 11 new  
students who have started 
with us this Term. 

 
HAVING SUCCESS 

Last year, our news was 
dominated by earthquakes, a 
mine disaster, finance  
companies going under,  
winning the Rugby World 
Cup and an election.  Little 
was said about how our 15 
year old students are still in 
the top ranks of the OECD in 
reading, science and  
mathematics. In the latest 
survey, our New Zealand  
students were 4th out of 34 
OECD nations in reading  
literacy, 4th in science  
literacy and 7th in  
mathematics. Why wasn’t it 
front page news? As in all 
past surveys of OECD  
Countries, New Zealand  
students were surpassed  
only by countries such as 
Finland, Japan and Korea. 
While our New Zealand  
students held their position 
near the top of the table, 
Australian educators are  

deeply concerned by their 
country’s ‘significant decline 
since 2000’ on all skills  
measured. England and the 
USA have also slipped down 
the same scale. New Zealand 
has more high achievers than 
other countries but there are 
still too many at the lower 
end of the scale. The number 
who did not achieve at Level 
2 of NCEA was 14% not the 1 
in 5 claimed by politicians. 
For these achievements, it is 
time to congratulate our 
teachers who draw out the 
best from thousands of  
students, showing the world 
that we still do have a high 
class state education system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 

BOT if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic  

payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@opaheke.school.nz
http://www.opaheke.school.nz/


 ANZAC DAY POPPIES 

We appreciate the support given by our 
families for our poppy day collection for 
ANZAC day. We raised a total of $86.00      
which was sent on to the RSA. Thankyou 
to our Head Councillors, Indianna and 
Timothy, who represented our School at 
the Papakura ANZAC Day 
Service and who laid a 
wreath at the cenotaph. 
 
 

TERM DATES 
Term 2     

Mon 23 April—Fri 29 June 
Term 3   

Mon 16 July- Fri 28 Sept 
Term 4  

Mon 15 October— Tue 18 December 
 
Parents please remember that on the last 
day of every term, school closes at 
1.30pm, and on the final day of Term 4 
we close at 12.30pm. Early closing days 
are always put in our newsletter, on our 
website, on our answer machine and on 
the sign at the front of the school gate 
on Tasman Drive. 

PTA GALA 
We are beginning preparations for 
our Gala.  This year our previous  
Gala organiser, Josie, is unable to 
oversee the pre gala organisation, 
but will be available in a limited way 
to help. If you think you would like to 
join the Gala team and are interested 
in leading them/joining them, please 
contact Josie and discuss the details 
with her. This is a major fundraiser 
for our school and a great day for all 
our families. Josie can be contacted 
on 2962967 or ajwickers@xtra.co.nz 
 
 

     Quote 
“Life is what happens to 
you while you're busy 
making other plans.”  

 John Lennon 

TRAVELWISE: 
Opaheke is a Travel Wise School. We encourage parents to walk their children to 
and from school where possible as it - 

 Helps improve children’s health and fitness 

 Gets them to school awake, alert and ready to learn 

 Reduces traffic congestion at the School gates 

 Saves fuel  
 Helps your child to get to know the local community and learn road sense 

        skills 
If you live outside of the School area and need to use a car to get children to/
from school, how about parking on say Opaheke Road and walking the last 3-400 
metres. Mrs Lendrum, our School co-ordinator, has been informed that our School 
is to receive a Silver Level accreditation soon. This is thanks to our Walking to  
School parent co-ordinators. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19968.John_Lennon


“Quiz Night” 
Opaheke School PTA  

Friday 11th May 
7.30pm – 10.00pm 

Tickets on sale from the school  
office $5.00 per head. Lots of fun and 
laughs, and a night off cooking if you 
want to order pizza. Throughout the  
evening wine, beer and 
juice will be able to be 
purchased. Pizza  
orders will be taken at the 
beginning of the evening  
(all of these will be at a  
minimal charge with all proceeds going 
to Opaheke School). If any parents 
have items they would like to donate as 
prizes for our quiz night these would be 
most welcome. Please contact  Josie at  
ajwickers@xtra.co.nz or drop them at 
the school office thanks. 

 
 

INDOOR GAMES 
With winter rapidly approaching, we  
expect to have several lunch hours 
when students are ’confined’ in  
classrooms. We do have some indoor 
games but would welcome any games 
that children no longer play with from 
home. Dice, card or 
memory games are  
always welcome as are 
puzzles for our junior 
children. Your children 
may have ‘out grown’ 
these games but we 
would gratefully accept any donations. 

 
 
 
 

SATURDAY NETBALL  
COMPETITION 

The Saturday morning competition is 
now under way. A big thank you to 
our coaches, tam managers, umpires 
and to Mrs Chatterton (formerly Miss 
Banks) our School co-ordinator.  
 
 

EMAILING NEWSLETTERS 
As stated in our last newsletter we 
will be emailing copies of our  
newsletter this Term. As from Week 
Six Wednesday 30 May, our School 
newsletter will be emailed to  
parents. If we have parents’ email  
addresses an electronic copy of our 
School newsletter will be sent to that 
email address. If the School does not 
have an email address, those families 
will receive a paper copy. If parents 
are unsure whether the School has a 
current email address for them, 
please send a note 
to the school office 
so that we can alter 
our records if  
necessary.  The 
newsletter will also 
still be available on 
our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



COMING EVENTS 
Fri 4 May  Visit by Constable Brian to talk about operation “SNAP” 
Thurs 10 May  Yr7/8 enrichment group visit the Fonterra Science Road Show at Manurewa 
   p.m. 
Fri 11 May  evening PTA Quiz Night 
Tues 15 May  Board of Trustees meeting 
Wed 16 May  Counties North Yr7/8 girls soccer field day 
Tues 22 May  Counties North Yr7/8 boys soccer field day 
Wed 23 May  Hearing/Vision testing in school 
   7.00pm PTA meeting—all parents welcome   

Quiz: Do this sum in your head: Start with 1,000. Add 60. Add 2,000. Add 30. Add 1,000. Add 10. 
Your answer is_______ 
 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

 

Murray Wratt 

Principal 
 

 

Answer: Did you guess 5,000?  Try it again. The correct answer is 4,100. The mind knows that the final 10 will have a 
'rounding-up' effect, and expects it to impact the 1,000's instead of the 100's. The mind fails to calculate the  
final figure properly because it's locked into an expectation. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
*CHARITY BOOK FAIR—Rosehill College 5 Edinburgh Ave 26th—27th May 9—4pm. Now  
Collecting: books, DVDs, CDs and computer games, please donate at New World Papakura, 
Franklin Vets, Clevedon Rd Pharmacy, South Auckland Marine, Drury Lane Surgery, Drury Lane 
Pharmacy, Stihl Shop Drury, Hunua Motors, or phone Bill 021 492 2113, Bruce 027 472 4439 
or Peter 2948905. Thank you, Rotary Club of Drury Inc. 
 
*First Presbyterian Preschool 6 Coles Cres Papakura PH 2982591. Taking enrollments now for 
3- 5 year olds. Hours  9am - 1.30pm.  Christian Based Preschool 20 hours E.C.E 

http://www.businessballs.com/games.htm#mentalmaths2#mentalmaths2

