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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST:  

  ABSENCES 

 LATENESS 

 WALKING SCHOOL BUS 

PRIZE WINNERS 

Fun Fact 
It takes 

about 50 
hours for a 
snake to di-

gest one 
frog! 

Dear Parents,  
Greetings to all of 
you. We are  
sending home this 
newsletter earlier 
than usual because 
tomorrow pupils will 
be finishing at 
School at 1pm.  
Parent interviews 
and three way  
conferences begin 
at that time and 
continue on into the 
evening. The Ponga 
Road bus also  
departs at the  
earlier time of 1pm 
tomorrow. Teachers 
are looking forward 
to the interviews/
conferences  
because it helps to 
close gaps, builds 
good communica-
tion between home 
and school and  
enables teachers 
(also Year 5-8  
students) to provide 
feedback about 
your child’s  
progress as well as 
their achievement. 

KAPA HAKA 
Our Kapa Haka  
tutor, Te Aroha 
Rountree is  
Planning to restart 
this early next term  
as her work  
commitment allow. 
She finds that the 
Tuesday mornings 
before School suit 
her the best and 
students who enrol 
are expected to 
maintain that  
commitment.   
Te Aroha would al-
so value some pa-
rental  
attendance and 
support to assist 
her with the activi-
ties. 
 

DISCO 
The PTA will be 
holding a disco on 
Wednesday  
evening of next 
week 13 April.  
Admission is $2, 
chips/drinks $1.  
Bbq sausages will 
also be available.  

Parents are  
always welcome 
to stay—but bring 
your ear plugs. 
Children must be 
dropped off and 
picked up from 
the hall. 
NE-Yr4 
5.30—6.30pm 
Yr5—8 
6.45—8.00pm 

 
BEING  

ON TIME 
Just as workplac-
es value prompt-
ness, so does our 
School value be-
ing on time for 
each school day. 
We are becoming 
concerned at the 
number of  
children arriving  
late for school. 
Late students 
miss out on valu-
able learning 
time. Parents’  
attention to  
resolving this 
problem would be 
appreciated. 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank Account 
for the Opaheke 
School Board of 
Trustees if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic 
payment. ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 

mailto:office@opaheke.school.nz
http://www.opaheke.school.nz/


PHONING IN  
ABSENCES 

Thankyou to those parents 
who do leave a message 
on the office answer phone 
when a child is sick or late 
or for family reasons won’t 
be at school. Each morning 
and afternoon our  
Attendance Officer spends 
a considerable time  
phoning home or work  
trying to contact a respon-
sible adult about a child’s 
unexplained absence. The 
answer phone system was 
put in place a number of 
years back after instances 
of children being abducted 
between home and school 
(not our school) and is a 
shared responsibility  
between parents and the 
school to ensure that our 
children are as safe as  
possible between home 
and school. Parent  
co-operation is both  

expected and appreciated. 
If you have altered phone 
numbers please advise the 
office. 
 
 
ACCESS TO SCHOOL 

The School has two  
designated access ways. 
One is off Short Street, the 
other off Tasman Drive. 
Parents, we do ask that if 
children are entering or 
leaving the School  
driveway off Tasman Drive 
that they walk up or walk 
down between the two 
continuous yellow lines, 
not go around behind the 
hall or walk on the drive-
way.  
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Will be displayed in 
thejunior quad tomorrow  
evening while parent  
interviews are in progress. 
We would encourage all 

steadily increasing  
collection of clothing. 
When parents view the 
‘mountain’ of lost items 
it will hopefully encour-
age the naming of 
clothing so that they 
can be returned. 

Quote 

SCHOOL READERS  
During the school holiday 
please have a good look in 
your home for any  
Opaheke School readers 
and Library Books. These 
are costly items to replace 
and we appreciate your  
efforts to return them so 
other children 
can use 
them. 

  

And in the 
end, it’s not 
the years in 

your life that 
count. It’s 
the life in 

your years. 

TRUANCY 
 

PLEASE PHONE THE  
TRUANCY SERVICE IF YOU 
ARE CONCERNED ABOUT 
CHILDREN WHO SEEM TO 

BE ‘WANDERING THE 
STREETS’  

UNACCOMPANIED  
DURING SCHOOL HOURS.  

CONTACTS ARE 
 0800 9 2 4 4 4 6 4    
(0800 WAGGING).  

  
  

TERM DATES  
 

Term 2  
Monday 2 May 
Friday 15 July 

 
Term 3 

Monday 1 August 
Friday 7 October 

 
Term 4 

Tuesday 25 October 
Friday 16 December  



CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Place getters at the Counties North Swim Competition Year 5/6:Gemma Latoa, 
Katrine Lundo-Nielsen, Chloe Nicholson, Caitlin Todd and Quai Thompson 

TRAVEL WISE NEWS 
Congratulations to Jodi 
Dempster and Sue  
Duffell.  These parents 
won a $20 New World 
Voucher each for walking 
with our Walking School 
Buses last week. Thank 
you!  

 
 

END OF TERM 
Next Friday 15 
April is the 
end of Term 
One. School will  
finish at 1.30pm and the 
Ponga Road Bus will also 
leave at this time.  
 
Term Two will 
begin on  
Monday 2 May. 
 
 
 

BULLYING AT SCHOOL 
Once again this issue has 
received media attention 
and public discussion.  
Bullying occurs not only in 
School but in many social 
situations, in workplaces 
and even in politics. As 
parents and teachers we 
need to know who a 
child’s friends are and to 
be alert to possible  
difficulties when friends 
‘fall out’. Interestingly—
and  of concern—was that  
bullying was the leading 
problem for boys overall 
and for those children 
aged 9  to 11 who sought 
counselling from Helpline. 
The implications for our 
School are thought pro-
voking. Unfortunately chil-
dren are not  
intrinsically kind and  
loving to all other children 
all of the time and it 
would be untruthful for 
any school to  say that 
they never have any  
bullying issues. As a staff 
we can promise to  
investigate promptly  
reports that come either  
from home or the child 
themselves. What also  
needs to occur is for 
someone to tell a School  

Councillor, class teacher  
or Peer Mediator. The  
School Councillors are our  
student leaders while the 
Peer Mediators are senior 
students who resolve  
disagreements in a way 
that encourages pupils to 
take ownership of  
problems or disputes that 
occur during interval and 
lunch breaks. There are 
also several teachers on 
duty as well as others 
taking lunchtime activi-
ties. Our Peer  
Mediators will reinforce 
our goal of a safe and 
happy playground for all 
of our pupils. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sitting duck 

Never call your 

child across the 

other side of the 

road.  Excited 

children often 

dash out on to the road 

forgetting to look for  

traffic.  Children cannot 

accurately judge traffic 

speed.  



COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
Opaheke mum of two within close proximity of Opaheke School, offering  
before and after school care in a home environment. Also Available on the school 
Holidays. Competitive rates. For further information contact:  
Carly Rose 021 1708618 
 

COMING EVENTS 
Wed 6 April  (tomorrow) School for students finishes at 1pm. Three Way 
    Conferences and Parent Interviews start at 1pm 
Mon 11 April Education Review Office personnel at School for the 
   week.  
Tues 12 April Board of Trustees Meeting. 
Wed 13 April PTA Disco—see details page 1 
Thur 14 April Yr 3/4 classes to Hawkins Centre a.m. 
Fri 15 April  Last day of School for Term One. School finishes at 1.30pm 
   Ponga Road bus departs at the earlier time of 1.30pm 
Mon 2 May  Term Two begins.  

Quiz— Our description may cause surprise, we have twelve faces and forty-two 
eyes. We are a pair of ____? 

 

 
Best Wishes 

 

 

 

 

Murray Wratt 
Principal 
 
 
Answer: Dice 
 

 


