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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

• QUIZ NIGHT 

•  MID YEAR REPORTS 

Fun Fact 
Iridescent  
beetle shells 

were the source 
of the earliest 

eye glitter ever 
used — devised 

by the ancient 
Egyptians. 

 
 

I tenei wiki o te reo 
Maori tena koutou 
katoa. Greetings to 
all of our parents 
as we approach 
mid winter. Now is 
a good time to 
daydream about a 
holiday in  
Rarotonga or  
Hawaii. 
CELIA LASHLIE 
WEDNESDAY 17 
AUGUST 7.30PM 

OPAHEKE 
SCHOOL HALL 

The Papakura 
Achievement  
Initiative (PAI) has  
decided to again 
give the opportu-
nity to families 
from our Papakura 
Schools to hear 
Celia Lashlie speak 
about raising boys.  
Celia spoke at 
seminars for teach-
ers and parents in 
May last year.  With 
her ‘earthy  
language’, Good 
humour and real 
life stories she was  

able to take every-
body present on 
her topic of 
‘Growing  
Gorgeous Boys 
Into Good Men’. 
After years of 
working in the  
prison service she 
knows what can  
happen when boys 
make  the wrong 
choices. She also 
knows what it’s 
like to be a  
parent—she raised 
a son on her own 
and feared for his 
survival. Her talks 
leave her audi-
ences encouraged, 
inspired,  
empowered and 
hopeful. We highly 
recommend that 
you come and  
listen to Celia  
if you have not  
already done so, 
or if you would 
again like to hear 
her words of  
wisdom. Entry is 
free.  

QUIZ NIGHT 

The PTA will once 
again be running 
this fun event. 
Last years Quiz 
Night was a huge 
success with a  
hotly contested 
competition.  
The evening was 
ably run by our 
humorous Quiz 
Master Cameron 
Fairweather. So 
come along and 
join in the fun, 
test your general 
knowledge and 
have a laugh. 
Book Friday 2 
September on 
your calendar, get 
a team together, 
and keep an eye 
out for further  
details in following  
Newsletters. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 

BOT if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic  

payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 



 INDOOR GAMES  
Now that we are having 
wet lunch hours and pupils 
are indoors, we are asking 
parents for suitable indoor 
games that are no longer 
needed or wanted at 
home. In the past years, 
parents have donated 
games and these are 
greatly appreciated by  
students and teachers. If 
you have any board games 
that are still complete and 
no longer need them, we 
would appreciate them  
being sent along to school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS HOWELL’S  
RECOVERY 

Following major surgery Ms 
Howell is now convalesc-
ing. She hopes to return to 
full duties at the beginning 

of Term Three. 
NATIONAL  

EXCELLENCE IN 
TEACHING AWARDS 

Excellent teachers are 
hugely important in  
inspiring their students. 
As the bumper sticker on 
some cars states, ‘if you 
can read this, thank a 
teacher’. National  
excellence awards are 
presented to teachers 
who connect with their  
students and inspire 
them individually to 
achieve to the best of 
their abilities. Entries 
close on 31 August. 
Forms are available 
through the School office 
and are very easy to 
complete. If your child is 
being, or has been 
taught by a special 
teacher here is your  
opportunity to  
acknowledge this. 

 
 

 
 

We are pleased to  
announce that we have 
purchased new safety 
matting for all corridors 
in the school. These  
‘high traffic’ areas get 
very slippery in wet 
weather and the mats 
are designed with an 
anti slip backing. 

Quote 

SCHOOL AMENITY 
In light of the hard times 
that our parent community 
is going through at present 
we thought that now is a 
good time to especially  
acknowledge and thank all 
of our families who have 
paid or are paying off their 
amenity. For those families 
who have still to begin 
payment the Bank Account 
for the Board of Trustees  

  

Excellence is 
not a skill.  
It is an  
attitude. 
 

Ralph Marston 

DISCO 
Thursday 14 July  

NE—YR 4 5.30-6.30PM 
YR5—YR8 6.45-8.00PM 
Admission gold coin 

Chips & Drinks $1 each 
 

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE 
PICKED UP BY AN 

ADULT FROM INSIDE 
THE SCHOOL HALL AT 
THE FINISH TIMES 

ABOVE 

is on the front page of 
this newsletter if you 
would like to set up an 
automatic payment. 



CELEBRATING SUCCESSES:  
Year 7/8 Hockey Counties Zone Team— Rachel Biggelaar, Hayley Gotty, Courtney Church, 
Emma Morris, Abby Prince, Caitlin Pritchard, Jade Tulp, Samuel Earl, Vincent Diep, Rowan 
Lacey, Luke Doggrell. 
 

MATHLETICS:   Congratulations to Luke Rollo and Rhiannon Wood who have earned GOLD 

certificates.  Rhiannon has earned 3 GOLDS.  Keep it up—practice makes perfect!  

PARENTS NEEDED 
FOR STUDY GROUP 

The Triple P Research 
Group at the University 
of Auckland is running a 
study evaluating the  
effectiveness of a new 
version of the Triple P—
Positive Parenting Group 
Program. The program 
aims to support parents 
to manage their child’s 
emotions and behaviour. 
Backed by 30 years of 
international research, 
Triple P has been shown 
to be effective for many 
different families. 
∗ Do you have a child 
aged between 3 and 
6? 

∗ Are you having  
difficulty managing the 
behaviour and  
emotions of this child? 

∗ Would you like to  
attend an 8 week  
parenting group at  
Epsom designed to 
promote positive child 
development? 

Yes, yes and yes? Group 
attendance is free!  
Families will participate 
in assessment sessions 
as part of the study.  

For further information, 
please contact Dr Cassy 
Dittmanon 09 623 8899 
ext 48778 or via email: 
trpg@auckland.ac.nz  
 

END OF TERM 
School finishes for Term 
Two next Friday 15 July at 
1.30pm. The Ponga Road 
bus will also depart at the 
earlier time of 1.30pm.  
School re-starts for Term 
Three on Monday 1  
August, 2011. 

MID YEAR  
REPORTS 

These will be sent home 
next Wednesday for  
parents to read and  
discuss with your child. 
Please note , the national 
standards marker pegs 
may differ from the child’s 
year of schooling. We 
urge parents to carefully 
read the year marker 
pegs on the report. 
WALKING SCHOOL 

BUS 
 We would like to thank  

Parents who help with our 
Walking School Buses.  
Last week we had six 
parent helpers who all 
won a prize. 

 Joanne Gilmore, Nicky 
Lundo Neilson and Merrin 
Mills won $20 New World 
Vouchers. Sue Duffell, 
Jodi Dempster and Keith 
Buchan won handy USB 
cards. Thank you for your 
support, without you the 
WSB’s would not be  
possible. 
 

END OF TERM  
School finishes for Term 
Two next Friday 15 July 
at 1.30pm. The Ponga Rd 
bus will also depart at the 
earlier time of 1.30pm. 
School re-starts Monday 1 
August 2011. 
 

ROSEHILL OPEN 
EVENING 2012 

Year 8 (next year Y9)  
students and parents are 
invited to Rosehill College 
Hall on Tuesday 2nd  
August, 7 pm. 

 
MATHLETICS 

We will be accepting  
enrolments for Mathletics 
for the first 2 weeks of 
Term 3 for those students 
not already enrolled in 
the programme. $20, 
forms at the office.  



COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
First Kids Holiday Program July 18th - 22nd $70 per child. For more information 
or to register go to firstchurchpapakura.org.nz  or contact Warrick Baty 9652568.  

School Holiday Programme: Make bread the old way at Papakura Museum.  
Tuesday 19 & 26 July 10.00—12.00. Cost $3. To Book Phone: 298 2003 
Email:education@papakuramuseum.org.nz 
 
Kip McGrath Centre Papakura are offering a Holiday Programme to assist  
students in Maths and English. This will start on Monday 25 July and go through 
to Friday 29 July, and will take place during the mornings. Bookings are essential 
Phone Joanna on 298 5791. 

COMING EVENTS 
Thurs 7 July;    (tomorrow) Year 5/6 classes to Stardome at One Tree Hill 

Fri 8 July;  Healthy eating lunch day for Year 3/4 classes 

   1pm Mr Macann, Principal Rosehill College to talk to Yr 8’s  

   attending Rosehill 2012 

Tues 12 July;  Yr 7/8 ripper rugby day at Bruce Pulman Park 

       7.30pm Board of Trustees meeting 

Wed 13 July;  Mid Year reports go home 

      7.00 pm PTA 

Thurs 14 July;  5.30pm onwards Disco 

Fri 15 July:  Last day of Term Two. School finishes at 1.30pm 

Quiz— Which is the odd number out 428, 236, 177, 800, 935 

 
 
 
 
Best Wishes 

 

 

Murray Wratt 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
Answer:  935—with all the other numbers the 3rd digit equals the product of the 1st two 


