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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

• DENTAL CLINIC 

• MARCHING TEAM 

• NATIONAL STANDARDS 

Fun Fact 
Kiwi bird eggs 
are 6 times the 
size of the eggs 
of other birds 
of comparable 

size. 
 
 

Dear Parents,  
Greetings to all of 
you as we move 
into the winter  
season and the 
shortest day of the 
year (June 21st). 
 
READ TOGETHER 
This term Mrs  
Williams and Mrs 
Ghaiee are 
introducing a  
programme with  
parents that aims 
to strengthen 
reading practice 
at home.  It  
involves 4 sessions 
and includes the 
use of the local  
library as a  
resource. They are 
looking forward to 
trialling this project 
with a group of 
parents of junior 
children and will be 
contacting parents 
shortly.  

AMENITY  
DONATION 

Thank you to 
those families who 
have made an  
attempt to clear 
this account it is 
very much  
appreciated. 
I'm sure you will 
realise that your 
children benefit 
greatly at this 
School because 
this money helps 
fund extra  
teachers in the 
junior school  
programmes such 
as the Languages  
Programmes and 
the Enrichment 
Programme with 
the necessary 
staffing.  The 
Amenity also  
supplements our 
library book  
buying, sports 
equipment and IT 
software budgets. 
Unless families pay 
this the burden 
falls unfairly on  

those parents who 
do contribute. 
 
For the parents of 
our Year 7 and 8 
students this is 
also a reminder 
about Technology 
Accounts. Mansell 
Senior School  
supplies our  
Technology  
Education, which 
our children  
attend each  
Tuesday. The $100 
per year account  
is paid to them 
and also used to 
help with buses 
during winter 
months. If you 

have not attended 
to this yet we 
would appreciate  
payment. If you 
would like to set 
up automatic  
payments to ‘drip 
feed’ this amount 
please use the 
BOT account   

ASB Bank 
12 3031 0728049 00 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 
BOT if you would 
like to set up an 

automatic  
payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 



CLASS/NETBALL/
COUNCILLOR  
PHOTOGRAPHS  

A reminder these will be 
taken on Friday 17 June. If 
you wish to order one of 
these please make sure 
you have returned the  
envelope provided with 
payment before this date. 
For netballers or  
Councillors who wish 
to purchase a team 
photo, extra envelopes 
are available from the 
office. Photolife require a 
separate envelope for 
each child who will be 
purchasing a photo. 

 

 
 
 
 

FLU SEASON 
Now that winter has  
arrived we would like to 
remind parents of some 
precautions to prevent 
the spread of viruses. 
Sensible precautions are 
♦ Cover your coughs and 

sneezes with a tissue 
♦ Put used tissues into a 

rubbish bin 
♦ Avoid touching your 

eyes, nose or mouth—
germs spread that way 

♦ Be careful to wash 
hands often with soap 
and dry them thor-
oughly. Hand hygiene is 
critical: even when you 
start to feel better 
there is still a risk of  
infecting others, so 
keep to the 20/20 
rule—20 seconds  
washing and 20  
seconds drying 

♦ Keep surfaces clean at 
home, school and work 

All classes have been  

issued with a container 
of  hand gel for children 
and teachers to use in 
order to do our best to 
prevent the spread of 
germs. 

Quote 

DENTAL CLINIC 
The clinic will be closing at 
Opaheke School on  
Monday 20th June and 
moving to Rosehill  
Intermediate School,  
5 Jupiter Street, Papakura. 
The phone number  is  
298 7523, until then you 
can still contact us at the 
Opaheke School Dental 
Clinic on 2999770. 

  

The best way to 
succeed in life 
is to act on the 
advice we give 
to others 

appointment to discuss 
the issue directly with 
your child's class 
teacher. 
2. If this does not  
resolve the concern 
make an appointment to 
see a Team Leader. 
3. If the issue is still not 
resolved you may  
request a meeting with 
a Deputy Principal. 
  

ISSUES OF CONCERN 
On occasions, there may 
be concerns which  
parents wish to discuss 
with the School. Staff do 
take concerns seriously 
and do their best to  
resolve problems to the 
satisfaction of all  
concerned. We wish to 
remind parents that there 
are procedures to follow. 
1. Ring to make an 



CELEBRATING SUCCESSES:  
Courtney Church, Rosie Charters, Caitlin Pritchard, Jade Tulp, Manaia 
Taylor and Emma Morris who were in the winning Counties Zone girls 
soccer competition and were runners up in the Auckland interzone championship. 

Angus Angell, Harry Lunny, Caleb Mann, Lachie Kerr, Ezra Williamson—selected 
for Counties North rugby teams. 

NATIONAL  
STANDARDS 

As parents with children 
here at Opaheke School 
last year will know, our 
teachers endeavoured to 
assess students’  
progress and  
achievement against the  
National Standards for 
the December reports. 
We will be continuing 
the process for the July  
reports this year.  
 
Having a set of  
standards is in itself  
acceptable. When we 
were at primary school, 
we were placed in say 
Standard Two. This 
implied that each pupil 
had to achieve to a  
certain level before  
moving on to Standard 
Three. Schools now are 
required to moderate to 
ensure consistent  
assessment across 
classes but we  
cannot moderate our 
results with schools in 
say Dunedin, New  
Plymouth or Pukekohe. 
Our students have all 
sorts of abilities. They 

may be creative, athletic, 
artistic, musical,  
academic, computer 
nerds, scholarly.  Others 
display dyslexic  
tendencies which for them 
makes story writing a 
nightmare. We have other 
children who have not yet 
reached our expectations 
for them because they 
take longer to mature 
while with others, our 
teachers struggle to  
overcome the social, 
physical or psychological 
barriers of poverty, family 
disruption that act as  
barriers to learning. For 
other students, it is a  
timing issue as we have to 
keep on revising and  
repeating key learning 
principles.  
 
Under National Standards 
every child is assumed to 
be the same as all others 
of the same age but if, for 
example  they live at 
home with parents whose 
home language is differ-
ent to English (13 % in 
our case) how can they be 
assessed compared with a 
highly advantaged child  

from a home in rural  
Canterbury? More  
questions than answers.  
 
We will continue the work 
of implementing National 
Standards in good faith, 
but we will carry out a 
major review of the  
National Standards in 
Term Three of this year. 
 
 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Is located outside Room 
10—please check this if 
your child has lost  
clothing items. It is  
important to remember 
that if clothing items are 
named it is much easier 
to return them to their 
owners before they end 
up in this growing 
‘mountain’ of lost  
T Shirts, shorts, jerseys, 
shoes etc. 
 



COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
Vista Reign Marching Team is recruiting girls between 8-10yrs; it promotes team-
work, develops concentration, teaches dance and promotes discipline while  
fostering friendships. If you are interested then view our Facebook page "vista 
reign marching" and send us a message or alternatively contact Lisa on 
lpask@nzstaff.com or 027 2988 597.  

COMING EVENTS 
Thurs 9 June:  (tomorrow) Yr 7/8 Counties North Sports field day (weather  
   permitting) 

Mon 13 June :  Junior School polka dot day 

      Yr 7/8 rippa rugby 

Wed 15 June:   Yr 5/6 Counties North winter sports field day ( weather  
   permitting).   Read Together programme begins. 

      7.00 pm PTA meet in staffroom. All parents very welcome. 

Thurs 16 June:  Yr 7/8 Counties Zone boys rugby at Bruce Pulman Park 

Fri   17 June:     Class and team photographs 

Tues 21 June:    7.30pm Board of Trustees meeting 

Mon 27 June:     Yr 7/8 classes to Fonterra Science Roadshow  

 

 

Quiz— What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, but never in a  
thousand years? 

 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

Murray Wratt 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
Answer:  The letter m 


