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Dear Parents,  
Welcome to  
Autumn. 
The tragic events in 
Christchurch  
recently, serve to 
remind each of us 
of the importance 
of enjoying each 
day as it comes.  
None of us really 
knows what is 
around the 
Corner.  Last Thurs-
day we had a ‘red 
and black day’ to 
support Christ-
church and a coin 
trail to raise money 
for Christchurch 
children.  Although 
we cannot help all 
of the children  
affected, we have 
decided to help one 
school that has 
been unable to  
reopen because of 
water supply  
problems.  Hornby 
South School has 
about 350 students, 
13 classrooms and 
is a decile 3 school.  

Mr Penman, the 
Principal, has  
assured me that 
the money raised 
will be spent on the 
children and they 
will write back to 
our students to tell 
them about their 
experiences.  A  
total of $900 was 
raised by pupils 
and staff.  Thank 
you to all of the  
families for your 
generosity and kind 
thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Yr 8 CAMP 
Our Yr 8 students 
arrived safely back 
from their camp at  

Hunua.  They 
have shared their 
experiences and 
there will be fol-
low up activities.  
Thank you to the 
wonderful parents 
who willingly gave 
their time to be 
out at camp and 
to assist with the 
activities.  Special  
thanks to Miss 
Hamlin, (Teacher 
in charge), Miss 
Walker, Mrs Laing 
and Mrs Stride.  
Although  these 
Year 8s won’t re-
member the day 
to day school 
work, they will 
never forget their 
camp  
experiences. 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank Account 
for the Opaheke 
School Board of 
Trustees if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic 
payment. ASB Bank 
12 3031 0728049 00 



PARENT TEACHER 
ASSOCIATION 

Recently our PTA met to 
plan out some activities to 
help the School, students 
and staff.  The PTA is an 
informal group  of parents 
and teachers who work to 
build bridges between 
home and school.  Their 
main focus is on helping 
the students by planning 
extra fun activities or buy-
ing resources for the pupils 
to use.   
Some examples are: 
* painting the “Dragon” on 
the concrete in the junior 
school. 
* Planning a Disco for 
Wednesday evening 13 
April. 
*For their next meeting on 
Monday evening 21 March 
they have a guest speaker.  
Dr Alison Davis is leading 
the Papakura Achievement 
Initiative or (PAI for short) 

and she will be speaking 
about how student 
achievement is being 
raised in local schools as a 
result of this work in 
schools. The PTA would 
love to have you come 
along.  You will not be 
‘shoehorned’ into taking 
on any responsibilities.  
Enjoy their good company, 
have some laughs and 
help make our School an 
even better place. 
 
 
TRAVEL WISE WEEK 

Our School is taking part 
in the Travel Wise week 
from 21-25 March. We 
are encouraging all  
students to support us by 
choosing safe, healthy and 
active ways to travel to 
school.  So give it a go 
and walk or park and walk 
and help us win some 
great prizes for our  

School.  For more infor-
mation see 
www.travelwise.org.nz 

Quote 

BIBLE IN SCHOOLS 
The programme for Year 4 
to 6 students has just 
started for 2011. Going 
from 10.30 – 11.00am 
each Wednesday morning, 
the programme is based 
from ‘Religion In Life’ a 
non sectarian Christian 
programme used through-
out many schools in New 
Zealand. Parents who do 
not wish their child to take 
part are requested to write 

 If we had no 
winter the spring 
would not be so  
pleasant: if we  

did not  
sometimes taste 
of adversity,  

prosperity would 
not be so  
welcome. 

 
 
 
 

Anne Bradstreet 

a note for the class 
teacher. No reason is 
 required. Children not 
taking part in the  
programme will be super-
vised in a classroom dur-
ing those 30 minutes. 
 

MATHLETICS 
The school is participating 
in the Mathletics  
programme again this 
year. For those children 
who did not pay at the 

end of last year and 
want to continue, or for  
children new to the  
programme for 2011,  
enrolment forms are 
now available at the  
office or from Mrs 
Laing. The cost for the 
year is $30 per child. If 
you require further  
information please  
contact the school  
office. Enrolments 
close this FRIDAY 



CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Yr7/8 Swim Team who won the Counties North 
Swimming Competition.  Ellie Raynes, Jade Tulp, 
Michael O’Halloran, Caitlin Pritchard and Timothy 
Fern will represent our School at the Counties 
Zone Swimming Sports at Pukekohe. 
 
 
SCHOOL COUNCILLORS FOR 2011: 
Congratulations to Courtney Church, Caitlin Pritchard, Indiana Ortiz-Suarez, Elena 
Nascetti, Callum Robinson, Rick Brain, Timothy Fern and Navrajdeep Sandhu, our 
elected councillors for 2011. 

THREE WAY  
CONFERENCE/PARENT 

INTERVIEWS 
An advanced notice. 
These will take place on 
Wednesday afternoon 
and evening 6th April.  
For pupils in New  
Entrants to Year Four 
there will be interviews 
between parents and the 
class teacher.   For  
students in Year five to 
Year eight, there will be 
three way conferences 
with the pupil being  
present to lead the  
discussion about their 
learning.  It is expected 
that all parents will  
attend this form of  
reporting.  Should an 
emergency occur, these 
interviews/conferences 
can be rescheduled to a 
mutually acceptable day 
and time. 
 
 

 TEACHER ONLY DAY  
Last Friday 330 teachers 
attended Opaheke School 
to take part in a  
professional learning day.  
The focus was on Reading 
and making links to  
Writing.  A variety of  
plenary discussions and 
workshop sessions geared 
to the teachers’ actual 
class level helped ensure 
that the whole event was 
a very valuable  
experience.  It was also 
an opportunity to  
showcase Opaheke 
School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WORKING BEE 
The PTA will be holding a 
working bee to help paint 
the dragon on the  
junior play area. This will 
be on March 14,15 and 
16 from 1.00—2.30pm 
each day. Please bring 
your own paintbrush. This 
is always a fun occasion 
and we hope you can 
help. 

 

 
 
 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
1. First blue light disco of the year. It is at Drury School Hall, Youngs Crescent Drury on the 

18th of March 2011 The disco goes from: 5.30 to 7.00pm for school years 0 - 5 and 7.30 
to 9.00pm for school years 6 - 8.  Parent permission slips available for children to pick up 
and  take home from the office. 

2. Harvest Family Church Carnival, 3 Beach Rd Papakura, Sunday 13 March 3pm—6pm Live 
Bands, Clowns, Parents Café, Spot Prizes, Giveaways. 

 

COMING EVENTS 
Thurs 10 Mar:   Y7/8 Counties Zone Swimming Sports at Pukekohe 
                      ’ Have a go cricket’  continues for 4 more Thursdays 
Mon/Tue/Wed  
14, 15, 16 Mar:  pm painting the ‘Dragon’.  All parents welcome 
Tues 15 Mar:   Board of Trustees 
Wed 16 Mar:   Y5/6 Counties North Swimming Sports at Massey park  
   outdoor pool 
Thurs 17 Mar:   6.30pm Interschool Swimming Relays at Massey Park pool 
Mon 21 Mar:   Travel wise week—road safety walk to school project 
   7.30 pm PTA meeting with guest speaker Dr Alison Davis.   
   Also the AGM                
Tues 22 Mar:  Counties Zone cricket field day 
Thurs 24 Mar:    Interzone swimming championships at Diocesan School 
Wed 6 Apr:   Parent Interviews Y1-4.  Three Way conference for  
   Y5-8 students 
 

Quiz— What object has keys that open no locks, space but no room, and you can enter 

but not go in? 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

 

Murray Wratt 
Principal 
 
 
Answer to Quiz—  A Keyboard 


