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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

•  MATHLETICS 

• KAPPA HAKA 

• ROAD SAFETY 

Fun Fact 

A nook is 
a corner 
and a 

cranny is 
a crack 

Dear Parents,  
Welcome back to 
Term Two.  
Everybody at 
School needed a 
break following a 
longer than usual 
Term One but it’s 
good to be back 
into routine. A 
warm welcome to 
the families of our 
13 students who 
have just started at 
Opaheke School. 
 
 
MOTHER’S DAY 

Hopefully, all of our 
mothers had a 
great time on their 
special day.  
Mothers are the 
glue that holds a 
family together and 
we would all be in 
strife at some time 
if it wasn’t for our 
mothers who pick 
up the pieces and 
keep families  
intact. Here is an 
acrostic for  
mothers: 

M magnanimous 

O organiser 
T thoughtful 

H helpful 

E enduring 

R reliable 

S special 
 
You may like to 
make up your own 
ones with your  
Children. 
 
 

PARENT  
INTERVIEWS 

Thank you to all of 
those parents who 
attended either the 
parent interviews 
or student centred 
conferences at the 
end of last term. To 
date we have had  
97% of all of our 
parents attend one 
or both of the 
above. For those 
unable to attend 
last term teachers 
will endeavour to 
set up a time to  

meet, that is  
mutually  
acceptable.  
Parents , please 
let your child’s 
class teacher 
know which time/
day would suit you 
best and a time 
can be arranged. 
We are aiming to 
meet with all of 
our parents for 
this important  
occasion. 

 

MATHLETICS 

We are able to 
take some new 
Mathletics  
enrolments for 
those students 
who would still 
like to join, for the 
remainder of the 
year. Forms are 
available from the 
office and must be 
returned with  
payment before 
next Wednesday 
18 May. 
  
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank Account 
for the Opaheke 
School Board of 
Trustees if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic 
payment. ASB Bank 
12 3031 0728049 00 



ANZAC DAY 

We appreciate the support 
given by families to our 
sale of poppies for ANZAC 
day in the last week of 
Term One. Money raised, 
$147.00, was sent on to 
the RSA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSROOM  
UPGRADES 

This project is moving 
ahead and classes from 
Rooms 5 and 6 will be able 
to shift back into their  
refurbished rooms at the 
end of this week. Rooms 7 
and 8 are next to be  
upgraded. 

 

KAPA HAKA 
The Kapa Haka group will 
now be held each Tuesday 
after school in the hall 
from 2.45 until 3.30pm. A 
special thanks to Te Aroha 
Rountree who will  
continue tutoring the 
group. Te Aroha always 
appreciates some extra 
help from adults if you can 
stay on the day. 
 
EFTPOS IN SCHOOL 

OFFICE 
Recently, the Board  
considered the value of  
installing an Eftpos facility 
in the School office for  
parents to use. After  
considering the costs  
involved for lease or  
purchase, a decision was 
made to wait until charges 
come down to a level 
where the School is not 
financially disadvantaged. 
We do happily accept  

Direct Credit, cheques 
or cash! 

Quote 

HORNBY SCHOOL  
Last week cards and letters 
of thanks arrived from the 
students at Hornby South 
School in Christchurch. 
They were delighted to  
receive our School’s  
donation following the 
Christchurch earthquake 
and the $1173.50 was 
used to fund a special 
school sports day with hot 
dogs and other ‘goodies’ 
being given to all of the  

  

Birthdays 
are good  
for you.  
The more 
you have, 
the longer 
you live. 

 

  

pupils. Mr Penman, the 
Principal at Hornby South 
School told me that it was 
a real morale boost  
because it was a message 
for their children that they 
were not alone and that 
others around New  
Zealand were helping 
them out through a very 
difficult time. Thank you 
families for all of your 
support with our  
fundraising. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Mathletics: Term 1 results 1st Ryan Wood, 2nd Joshua Gilmore, 3rd Morgan 
Lacey. Ryan Wood and Ella Rollo achieved Gold Awards.  
 

BEING SAFETY  
CONSCIOUS 

As a driver do you ensure 
that you are extra careful 
around school pedestrian 
crossings? It would be 
good if the answer was  
always yes. Sadly, a 
small number of our  
parents are not driving 
carefully at our School’s 
three road pedestrian 
crossings, especially  
before school. If we as 
drivers fail to stop at  
pedestrian crossings 
when required, it will be 
only a question of time 
before a child is injured. 
Our children’s lives are 
worth more that 20  
seconds saved by failing 
to stop. Safety first ,  
second and third.   
 
While on the safety topic 
a representative from  
Veola (the company  
responsible for passenger 
train services in  
Auckland) spoke at the 
School assembly about 
safety at the railway 
tracks. A number of  
students have been seen 
crossing the railway lines 

on their way to and from 
school and this is a risky 
action. Trains today are 
travelling faster and the 
margin for error is  
therefore reduced. 

 

DO YOU STILL READ 
TO YOUR  

CHILDREN? 
Parents need to keep 
reading to their children– 
even those who have 
learned to read. Research 
has shown the parents of 
5 year olds and about half 
of parents of 6 year olds 
read to their children most 
days. However, this 
dropped off significantly 
among parents of 8 year 
olds. Children are read to 
less frequently and  

parents are less confident 
about choosing books for 
their children to read. 
Some important things to 
remember: 
⇒ By continuing to read 
aloud with older  
children vocabulary is 
extended. 

⇒ Reading aloud to  
children helps improve 
their reading compre-
hension. 

⇒ Reading with children 
enables them to  
attempt more complex 
books than they would 
otherwise do on their 
own. 

⇒ It encourages children 
to be introduced to a 
range of books 

⇒ It is a time for being  
together for positive 
reasons. 

So parents, you are  
indeed your child’s first 
teacher and also their  
continuing teacher  
alongside of the school. 
Your role is a critically  
important one. 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
• Opaheke mum of two within close proximity of Opaheke School, offering 
before and after school care in a home environment. Also available in the 
school Holidays. Competitive rates. For further information contact:  
Carly 021 1708618 

• In June/July 2011 Student Exchange Australia New Zealand Ltd will be receiving 
exchange students from Europe, the USA and South America. New arrivals will 
live with a host family and attend a local school for 2-10 months. We are keen 
to hear from suitable families who might be interested to host a student. Host 
families come in all shapes and sizes, backgrounds and ages. All students have 
at least basic levels of English, would attend a school in your local area. Hosting 
an exchange student can be a truly rewarding experience. It allows a family to 
experience a foreign culture first hand. We are a not-for-profit secondary  
exchange organisation which is registered with the New Zealand Ministry of  
Education. You can find out more about our organisation by visiting 
www.studentexchange.org.nz.  If you have any questions about hosting an  
exchange student phone 0800 440 079. No obligation. 

• Auckland Girls’ Grammar School Open Day Thursday 16 June. You are warmly 
invited to visit our school anytime from 9.30a.m. to 2.30 p.m.  

COMING EVENTS 
TUE 17 MAY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
WED 18 MAY 7.00PM PTA (NOTE NEW DATE AND TIME) ALL WELCOME 
TUES 24 MAY YR7/8 GIRLS COUNTIES ZONE SOCCER 
MON 6 JUNE QUEENS BIRTHDAY 
THUR 9 JUNE YR7/8 COUNTIES NORTH WINTER SPORTS FIELD DAY 
WED 15 JUNE YR5/6 COUNTIES NORTH WINTER SPORTS FIELD DAY 

Quiz— Frank’s father has four sons, three of whom are named One, Two and 
Three. What is the name of the fourth son? 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

Murray Wratt 
Principal 
 
Answer: Frank (no, it isn’t Four) 

 
 

 

 


