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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

 SPECIAL AWARDS 

 END OF YEAR DISCO 

 LIBRARY BOOKS 

Fun Fact 
Robins on 

Christmas cards 
were a joke 150 
years ago when 
postmen wore 
red tunics and 

were named  
after them. 

Dear Parents,  
 
FAREWELL TO TEACHING 

STAFF 
On Friday, at the end of this 
Term, we will be farewelling 
one of our teachers. Miss  
Williams has been a teacher 
of junior classes for four 
years. She has been the 
teacher librarian for a year, 
co-ordinated Saturday  
Netball teams for a year and 
taught Reading Recovery. 
Cindy will begin teaching at 
Bucklands Beach Primary in 
February and we thank her 
for her work here with our 
junior students and wish her 
all the best in her new 
school. Mrs Peagram and Ms 
Powell will be on maternity 
leave next year and we wish 
them all the best with their 
new babies and look forward 
to their return in 2013. 
 

PARENTS CONCERTS 
Large numbers of parents  
attended the two concerts 
last week. Many hours of 
preparation were given by 
students and teachers to 
make these quality items.  

YEAR 8 GRADUATION 
Last Monday night was a  
special occasion as we  
farewelled our Year 8  
students as they graduated 
from Opaheke School. It was 
good to see so many parents 
who came to enjoy the  
occasion. A big thankyou to 
Miss Hamlin, Miss Walker and 
Mrs Laing who organised and 
arranged the evening.  A  
special thank you to Black 
Bridge Nurseries and Daniel 
Steele for supplying trees to 
decorate the Opaheke School 
hall for the Year 8  
Graduation.' 

 

LUNCHES FRIDAY 
There will be no School 
Lunch orders this Friday. 
 

 SCHOOL DISCO 
Thursday 15th December 

Theme – Xmas  
Accessories 

5.30pm-6.30pm 
New entrants – Yr 4 Students 

6.45pm-8.00pm 
Yr 5 – Yr 8 Students 
Cost - $2.00 entry 

Drinks/chips - $1.00              
Lollipops – 0.50   

Glow items – from $1.00        
Iceblocks - $2.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 

BOT if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic  

payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 
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 LIBRARY BOOKS 
Mrs Pryor and Mrs Smith have completed 
the end of year stock take in the library. 
It is always disappointing to see the 
number of Library books that have still 
not been returned. Over the Christmas 
period I would like all parents to search 
children’s rooms, under beds, book-
shelves etc for our books. Our library 
prides itself on our variety of books and 
we dedicate a large amount of money 
from our School budget to stock our  
library. Please help us out, we do not 
want to have to send accounts out for 
lost library books. 
 

END OF YEAR SCHOOL REPORTS 
These were issued yesterday and we 
hope you have read them and discussed 
them with your children. Many hours of 
teachers’ time is spent on these and 
much thought is put into them.  
 

TERM DATES 
Remember that school will close for the 
year this Friday at 12.30pm.  The Ponga 
Road bus will also depart at the earlier 

time of  12.30pm on this day. All  
students will be dismissed from the 
school hall. Term 1 next year will start 
on Wednesday 1 February. The School 
Office will open from 25 January.   

 
DARE TO EXPLORE 

Auckland Libraries Summer Reading 
Adventure. A fun FREE reading  
programme for Auckland kids aged 
5—13, running from 12 Dec to 27 
Jan. Do activities at home, at the  
library, on the internet and with 
friends. Register online, at the library  
or phone 301 0101 or online at 
www.aucklandlibrariesl.govt.nz 

 

CHRISTMAS FACT 

SPECIAL AWARDS 2011 Last Wednesday evening we held our prizegiving. We 
believe in achievement, there is a place for competition and a significant  
opportunity for all students to achieve their personal best and be acknowledged 
for their efforts. 
Dux: Chhavi Breja 
Dux Runner Up: Elena Nascetti 
Principals Award: Angus Angell 
Les Fleming Cup for Achievement: Kieron Williams 
Lofroth Cup for Overall Effort: Emma Morris 
Nancy Betts Cup for Kindness and Caring: Courtney Church 
Pam Petherbridge Cup for Literacy: Ryan Beguely 
Sandra Banks Memorial Cup for The Arts: Erica Fullerton 
John Wallace Memorial Cup for Excellence in Science: Chhavi Breja 
Collins Cup for Excellence in Mathematics: Connor McCormick 
Warren McDowell Memorial Cup for Sporting Achievement: Caitlin Pritchard 
John Family Cup for Sportsmanship: Elizabeth Mills 

  

The twelve days of Christmas are the 
days between Christmas Day and 
Epiphany (6th of January) and  
represent the length of time it took for 
the wise men from the 
East to visit the manger 
of  Jesus after his birth. 



SHRUBS AND TREES 
All those sausage sizzles the councillors 
have held, have provided our school  
environment with a facelift. Some of 
the money raised by the School Council 
has been used to purchase shrubs for 
around the Junior area and some of the 
smaller buildings. Thank you  
Councillors, and parents for your  
support. 

 
MAORI STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Last newsletter the School reported 
back to parents on the success of our 
Year 5 –8 pupils on their progress in 
Reading this year using data obtained 
through the Papakura Achievement  
Initiative. We have extracted matched 
results for the School’s Maori students 
and include these below. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember, that Stanine 1 is the lowest 
and Stanine 9 the highest and that the 
nationwide median is 5.0. Our Board 
and staff are very pleased with these 
results. We do know that the work is 
not yet over, however we can enjoy 
raising these student’s achievement  
levels. 

 
CYBER SAFETY AGREEMENTS 

Our policy on children using computers 
has been reviewed and we have  
updated our Cyber Safety Agreements. 
You and your child/dren would have 
signed these contracts when you  

enrolled with Opaheke School. We 
have separated the agreements and 
we now  have group specific forms for 
children in Years 1 –6 and Years 7 & 8. 
We will be sending the new agree-
ments home at the beginning of Term 
1, 2012 and these will need to be read 
and agreements re signed. 
 

GRANDPARENTS DAY 
Last Friday was a wonderful occasion 
for children and staff as we celebrated  
Grandparents Day. They came in their 
hundreds and a great day was had by 
all. Over 120 books were purchased by 
grandparents to be named for their 
grandchild and placed into the library. 
Did anyone video the earlier perfor-
mance of Gnome Alone? This excellent 
Musical prepared and presented by the 
Junior classes was a hit and we wish 
to obtain a record of it. 

HOW DID IT GET SO LATE SO 

SOON?  
 

ITS NIGHT BEFORE ITS  

AFTERNOON.  
 

DECEMBER IS HERE  

BEFORE ITS JUNE.  
 

MY GOODNESS HOW THE TIME 

HAS FLEWN.  
 

HOW DID IT GET SO LATE SO 

SOON?  

Dr Seuss 

 March November 

Yr 5 5.4 5.6 

Yr 6 4.5 5.1 

Yr 7 5.2 6.0 

Yr 8 4.9 5.5 



COMING EVENTS 
Wed 14 Dec PTA social evening—all parent helpers invited 

Thu 15 Dec evening Disco starts 5.30pm 

Fri 16 Dec last school day for 2011. Students dismissed at 12.30pm 

Wed 25 Jan School Office opens for 2012 

Wed 1 Feb School starts for Term 1 2012 

 
 

  

 

To conclude the staff and I wish all of you an enjoyable, restful and blessed 
Christmas with your families and a very happy New Year. 
         

       Christmas comes but once each year, 
       Bringing joy and Christmas cheer. 
       Often happy, occasionally not 
       The festive season means a lot 
       So for your children’s long term sake, 
       Make the Christmas story come awake! 
       Share your time with them at length 
       And from their joy will come your strength. 

Best Wishes 

 
 
 
 
 
Murray Wratt 
Principal 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Kip McGrath Education Centre at Papakura is  offering a Holiday Programme to assist students in 
Numeracy and Literacy. This will start on Monday 16th January and go through to Friday 27th  
January, and will take place each morning. Bookings are essential. For more information and a free 
assessment, please phone Joanna on 298-5791  


