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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST: 

 PTA EVENTS 

 POSITIVE PARENTING  
PROGRAMME 
 

Fun Fact 
Worms  

reportedly 
taste like  

Bacon 

Dear Parents,  
Greetings to all of you.  
 

HEPATITIS A  
On Tuesday 6 March the New 
Zealand Herald reported that 
9 schools in Auckland had 
children who have been  
infected with hepatitis A and 
health officials are calling on  
parents to stress to children 
the importance of hygiene. 
Despite the number of cases, 
parents should not be  
worried. The risk is assessed 
as being low.  Hepatitis A is a 
mild illness in children. 
Symptoms include general 
aches and pains, feeling  
generally unwell, loss of  
appetite and jaundice. The 
disease can be spread from 
person to person or by  
eating or drinking  
contaminated food and  
water. Officials are  
encouraging people to wash 
their hands thoroughly with 
soap and warm water  
regularly. Now that winter flu 
season is approaching it is a 
good time to remind children 
of sensible precautions to try 
and control the spread of  

cold germs: 
Cover coughs and sneezes 
with a tissue. 
Put used tissues into a  
rubbish bin.  
Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth, germs spread 
that way. 
Be careful to wash hands 

often with soap and dry them 
thoroughly. Hand hygiene is 
critical—even when you start 
feeling better there is still a 
risk of infecting others, so 
keep to the 20/20 rule, 20  
seconds washing and 20  
seconds drying.  
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Strathallan School has  a 
number of academic  
scholarships for students  
enrolling at Year 9 in 2013. 
Information is available at the 
school office or contact 
Strathallan on 295 0830. The 
Ministry of Education also  
offer ‘Aspire Scholarships’ for 
Year 9 students in 2013.  
These close Friday 11 May 
2012 see the ministry of  
education website for details 
www.minedu.govt.nz 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 

BOT if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic  

payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 
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 PTA UPCOMING EVENTS 
21 March  tonight 7pm AGM in the 
Staffroom. All parents wel-
come. 
 

22 March - School disco 
5.30-6.30pm New entrants - Yr4 
6.45pm - 8.00pm Yr5 - Yr8 
 

Easter Raffle— notes were sent home 
asking families to donate an Easter egg 
for our Easter Raffle. Thank 
you to parents who have  
already sent these along. We 
are making up an Easter  
Basket so any donations small 
or large will be gratefully accepted.  
Tickets for the raffle will go on sale from  
Monday the 26 until Friday 30 March. We 
hope you will support our fundraiser. 
 

Pizza Lunch—as a special 
treat for the end of term we 
have arranged for Hell Pizza 
to supply us with a pizza  
delivery for lunch on the last 
day of Term, Thursday 5th April. Order 
forms will be sent home on Tuesday 27th 
March. Pizza are $5 each and have 6 
small slices per pizza. Keep an eye out 
for your order forms. 

PTA GALA 
We are beginning preparations for 
our Gala.  This year our previous  
Gala organiser, Josie, is unable to 
oversee the pre gala organisation, 
but will be available in a limited way 
to help. If you think you would like to 
join the Gala team and are interested 
in leading them/joining them, please 
contact Josie and discuss the details 
with her. This is a major fundraiser 
for our school and a great day for all 
our families. Josie can be contacted 
on 2962967 or ajwickers@xtra.co.nz 

 

             Quote 

It’s only when we truly 

know that we have a limited 

time on earth, and that we 

have no way of knowing 

when our own time is up, 

that we will begin to live 

each day to the fullest as if 

it is the only one we had  

 
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross 

POSITIVE PARENTING GROUP PROGRAMME: This University of Auckland 
research programme aims to enable fathers and mothers to develop positive  
relationships with their child and manage children’s behaviour in a constructive 
way. They are looking for parents of a child aged between 3-8 years who want  
to enhance their child’s development and who have some concerns about their 
child’s behaviour. Both fathers and mothers from each family will attend five 2 
hour group sessions and three 20 minute telephone consultations over eight  
consecutive weeks. The programme will be delivered by a trained Triple P  
practitioner. Group sessions will be held in convenient community locations in 
Auckland. Both parents will complete questionnaires at three time periods. The 
programme is free of charge. For further information contact Tenille Frank  
ph 09 6238899 ext 83042 or tj.frank@auckland.ac.nz 



ISSUES OF CONCERN 
On occasions, there may be concerns 
which parents wish to discuss with the 
School. Staff do take concerns seriously 
and do their best to resolve problems 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. We 
wish to remind parents that there are 
procedures to follow. 
1. Ring to make an appointment to 

discuss the issue directly with your 
child’s class teacher. 

2. If this does not resolve the  
concern make an appointment to 
see a Team Leader. 

3. If you believe the issue is still not 
resolved you may request a  
meeting with a Deputy Principal 

 
JEWELLERY  

As we cannot be responsible for the 
safety of valuable articles,  children are 
asked not to bring them to School.   
Children should not have money at 
school unless for a specific reason eg 
lunch, trip, stationery etc.  Children are 
not permitted to wear jewellery or   
earrings to School (ear studs only). If 
an item of jewellery needs to be worn  
for cultural or religious reasons please 
write a note of explanation, addressed  
to Mr Wratt, seeking permission. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO : 
Our new School Councillors for 2012: 
Year 7:  Anna F., Argyle M., Jesse R., 
Sophie W. 
Year 8: Annie M., Indiana O., Lachie K., 
Rachel B., Timothy F.  
 

Our Bus Monitors: Ellie R., Luke E., 
Samara V. 
 
 

REPORTS/THREE WAY  
CONFERENCES 

This year, parents will note some 
changes to the system and times for 
reporting on progress and  
achievement for the School’s  
students. For Years One to Three and 
some Year Fours we are trialling  
rolling reports. National Standards 
contains a requirement that reports 
on students be prepared after one 
year of school, after two years of 
school and after three years at 
school. We are combining these with 
interviews to take place near the end 
of each term. For Term One, the  
interviews are planned for Thursday 
29 March. If you have a child in a 
Year One, Two, Three or a younger 
child in a Year Four class and have 
not yet received a note about inter-
views please contact the office or 
your child’s teacher. For some Year 
Four students and all Year Five to 
Eight students, reports will come 
home near the end of Term Two, Fri-
day 22 June. In the following week 
there will be Three Way Conferences 
on Tuesday 26 and Wednesday 27 
June. These will replace the end of 
Term One conferences that have  
taken place in other years. We are 
seeking to link the reporting process 
more closely to the reports. The 
Three Way Conferences will be  
extended to 15 minutes each follow-
ing parent requests for more time. 
 

TERM ENDS 
Term 1 will finish on Thursday 5  
April at 1.30pm. The Ponga Road bus 
will also depart at 1.30pm. Term 2 will 
begin on Monday 23 April. 



COMING EVENTS 
Today  Yr5/6 classes Summer sports field day at Ray Small Drive Park and McLennan Park 
  7pm PTA Annual General Meeting in the Staffroom 
Thur 22 Mar Yr7/8 classes Summer sports field day at Papakura Normal School 
  10.45am Junior classes swimming carnival 
  5.30pm onwards School Disco 
Thur 29 Mar Year 1,2,3 plus some Yr 4 parent interviews 3—5.30pm 
Tues 3 Apr Board of Trustees meeting 
Thur 5 Apr Last day of Term 1, School for students finishes at 1.30pm 
Mon 23 Apr Term 2 begins 
Wed 25 Apr ANZAC Day—school closed   
 

A street is built with 100 new houses numbered 1 to 100. How many 9’s are  
required to number the whole street.  
 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

 

Murray Wratt 

Principal 
 

 

 

Answer: No not 10 people forget the 90. Not 11 people forget all the 90’s. The answer is 20—9,19,29,39,49,59,69,79,89, 90, 

91,92,93,94,95,96,97,98,99 (extra 9 in 99) 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
PAPAKURA CYCLE CARNIVAL:  Sunday 25 March 1-4pm — bring your bike and helmet and 
Ride the Runway— a family fun day to ride the unused runway at Ardmore airport—giveaways 
and prizes on the day at 511 Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport. 
KIP MCGRATH Education Centre Papakura Holiday Programme to assist students in Numera-
cy, Literacy and Study Skills.  Starting Monday 16th April through to Friday 20th April,  
mornings.  Bookings essential. For more information and a free assessment, please phone  
Joanna on 298-5791 
 


