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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

• LUNCH HELPERS 

• ERO REPORT 

Fun Fact 

Kiwifruit  
originated from 
China in 1959 
and was called 
at the beginning 

Chinese  
Gooseberry. 

 

Dear Parents, 
greetings to all of 
you as we reach 
the shortest days 
of the year and to 
the season of  
Matariki. With the 
current weather we 
are experiencing, a 
good supply of 
reading material is 
essential. 
 
BEING ON TIME 
FOR SCHOOL 

The Opaheke 
School day begins 

at 8.25am each 
morning when 
school starts and 
attendance is  
taken. It is of  
concern to  
teachers that too 
many children are 
consistently  
arriving late for 
school because of a 
variety of reasons, 
many arising from 
the home  
organisation.  
Parents, please  
ensure that your 

children are at 
school before the 
day’s start to  
lessons. This  
builds sound  
habits about being  

organised,  
being  

responsible  
being  

ready  
for the day at 
school before 
8.25am. Your  
assistance with 
helping to get your 
child to school on 
time is expected 
and appreciated. 

IT’S TOUGH 
GROWING UP 
Recent news  
features about the 
tragic deaths of 
boys attending a 
private school 
bring home to all, 
the challenges for  

teenagers of 
growing up in our 
society. Whether 
we care to admit 
it or not, money 
and/or status is no 
guarantee of  
protection from 
the risks that 
come when  
teenagers test 
their parents’ 
boundaries. The 
difficulty for  
parents is knowing 
where the right 
balance occurs. As 
Nigel Latta,  
psychologist says, 
with teenage dis-
cipline the trick is 
being not too tight 
and not too loose. 
As we know, all 
areas around the  
country have 
teenage tragedies 
eg Kawerau, Hast-
ings, Christchurch 
and there is no 
one way for all in 
terms of raising 
adolescents. For  

 
 
 
 
 
 

us it is timely 
that later this 
year our PTA will 
host an evening 
presentation in 
the School Hall 
by Celia Lashlie 
on raising good 
boys. There is no 
one better able 
to offer sound  
advice for  
parents.  



CELLPHONES AT 
SCHOOL 

Rule 5 of our School rules 
states ’that all electronic 
devices are to be left at 
home’. Lately, teachers of 
senior students are  
reporting that there have 
been instances where  
cellphones have been 
brought to school. The 
School takes no  
responsibility for such  
items and if found they will 
be removed. Should a  
cellphone be absolutely  
necessary for an out of the 
ordinary reason, they 
should be passed to the 
class teacher for  
safekeeping for that day. A 
note explaining the need 
for the cellphone will be  
expected. 

LUNCH HELPERS 
We urgently require 
more help from parents 
who can spare 1 hour on 
a Tuesday or Friday 
morning from 11– 12 
approximately to help 
bag up our lunches for 
collection by the class-
room lunch monitors. We 
have a small number of 
helpers who are doing all 
the work. Pre schoolers 
are welcome to come 
along with you and if you 
can possibly help to 
share the load it would 
be gratefully appreciated. 
Please send a note to the 
school office with your 
details and we will  
contact you. If everyone 
shares the workload the 
amount of time each  
person is rostered on will 
be lessened. To those 
parents who are on the 
roster we thank you. We 
appreciate the effort you 

make. Just a reminder 
that if you do not get a 
roster at the beginning 
of each term please let 
us know. If you are 
unable to attend on 
your rostered day it is 
IMPERATIVE that  you 
organise a replacement 
or let Zena know. If you 
have any 
questions 
please 
phone Zena 
on 299 9543. 

Quote 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
NEWS 

Thankyou parents for  
supporting the recent  
sausage sizzle which raised 
$347. This money will be 
used for buying shrubs and 
trees to 
plant in the 
school 
grounds.  

  

I don’t know what 
the key to success 

is, but  
the key to failure 
is trying to please 

everyone. 
- Bill Cosby - 

 YEAR 7 & 8 CAMP 
FUNDRAISER 

Children in Years 7 and 8 
have started selling  
chocolate bars as a  
fundraiser for the Year 8 
Camp next year. We hope 
this goes well for them 
and that all our families 
will help support them in 
their efforts. 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the Opa-
heke School BOT if 
you would like to set 
up an automatic  
payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 



CELEBRATING SUCCESSES:  
Kenzie, Connor, Carlin, Matthew, Sianan, Elizabeth, Annie, Olivia, Emily and Amy who received 
certificates and goody bag for traveling 10 trips on the Walking School Bus. 

North Counties Hockey Teams  A fabulous result for Opaheke to have so many children in 
this team! Rachel B, Courtney, Hayley G, Emma M, Abby, Caitlin, Jade, Vincent, Samuel, 
Rowan, Luke D 

ERO REPORT 
The Board of Trustees 
has received the con-
firmed ERO report based 
on the visit in mid April. 
Overall, we are very 
pleased with the findings 
which affirmed a number 
of features about the 
school eg  
∗ ‘The settled tone that 
supports student  
learning’ 

∗ ‘Students engagement 
in learning is well  
supported by the high 
quality of teacher-
student relationships 
evident in the School’ 

∗ ‘Overall, students are 
progressing and 
achieving very well’ 

∗ ‘Data shows that the 
large majority of  
students are achieving 
at or above national 
expectations’ 

∗ ‘Trustees bring a wide 
range of experience 
and skills to their  
governance  
responsibilities’ 

∗ ‘The School’s well  
established routines 
and effective pastoral 
care systems help to 

  provide students with a 
  settled learning  
  environment and clear 
  expectations for their  
  learning and behaviour’ 
∗ ‘By Year 8, some Maori 
students are achieving 
slightly above national 
expectations and others 
have made steady  
progress’ 

∗ ‘The effectiveness of 
reading and mathemat-
ics programmes is  
regularly analysed using 
student achievement  
data as a measure.’ 
The confirmed report will 
be placed on the  
Education Review Office’s  
website next week for  
interested parents. 
 
 

CLASSROOM  
MODERNISATION 

Last week classes from 
Rooms 7 and 8 shifted 
back into their refurbished 
rooms to enable work to 
start on Rooms 3 and 4. 
Mrs Laing is based in 
Room 17 at present while 
Mr Curtin’s class is in the 
Arts Room.  

STAFF NEWS 
Welcome back to Miss  
Patel. Two years ago Miss 
Patel travelled to London 
to gain additional  
teaching experience and 
she has returned to work 
in the junior school. Next 
term she will starting a 
class of Y1’s in Room 17.  
Congratulations to  
Mr Curtin who 
became the 
proud father 
of baby boy 
Oscar. 
Ms Howell is at present 
recovering following  
surgery. We all wish her 
well. While she is conva-
lescing, Mrs Dunning will 
be teaching Year 5 in 
Room 8. 
 

ROAD PATROL  
HELPERS 

We urgently need a par-
ent to help monitor the 
crossing on Opaheke Rd 
on Thursday morning 
from 8am—8.20. Please 
phone Tracy on  
021 0389492 or the 
school office if you can 
spare 20 minutes to help 
our patrollers. 



COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
♦ Rosehill College presents The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe at the Hawkins 
Theatre, Ray Small Drive, from Tuesday 28 June—Saturday 2 July at 7.30pm.  
Adult $15/Child $12. 

♦ Blue light disco on Friday 24th of June at the Drury School Hall. Cost $3 plus 
bring extra's for the food and glow sticks. 5.30 to 7.00pm for school Years  
0 - 5.  7.30 to 9.00pm for school Years 6 - 8. Permission slips to attend at the 
door on the night. 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 
Mon  27 June Year 7 & 8 classes to Fonterra Science Roadshow 

Tues 28 June Counties Zone Yr7/8 girls hockey field day 

Thurs 30 June Counties Zone Yr7/8 boys hockey field day 

Tues 5 July  Police Youth Education Services at School Yr5/6 classes  
   Keeping Ourselves Safe 

Thurs 7 July Yr5/6 classes to Stardome at Cornwall Park 

Wed 13 July Mid Year reports sent home 

Thurs 14 July Disco 5.30pm onwards 

Fri 15 July  Last day of school for Term Two 

Quiz— On my way to the Himalayas, I met a man with four wives. Each On my way to the Himalayas, I met a man with four wives. Each On my way to the Himalayas, I met a man with four wives. Each On my way to the Himalayas, I met a man with four wives. Each 

wife was carrying a sack and each sack had seven cats in it. Each of the wife was carrying a sack and each sack had seven cats in it. Each of the wife was carrying a sack and each sack had seven cats in it. Each of the wife was carrying a sack and each sack had seven cats in it. Each of the 

seven cats had six kittens. How many living creatures, in total, were  going seven cats had six kittens. How many living creatures, in total, were  going seven cats had six kittens. How many living creatures, in total, were  going seven cats had six kittens. How many living creatures, in total, were  going 

to the Himalayas?  to the Himalayas?  to the Himalayas?  to the Himalayas?      

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

Murray Wratt 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
Answer:  One (only I was going to the Himalayas; all the others were those who I met on the way) 


