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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 

 CROSSING ROSTER PARENT HELP 

 MATHLETICS/READING EGGS 

PROGRAMMES 

 TERM DATES CLOSING 

TIMES—EASTER 

Fun Fact 
For most people, 
no matter how 

hard you pinch the 
skin on your elbow 
with your fingers it 

doesn't hurt. 

 

Dear Parents,   
Welcome to a very hot, dry 
autumn. It’s a good time of 
the year for swimming but 
not good if you are a farmer, 
a gardener or get your 
household water from tanks. 

 
PAID UNION MEETINGS  

Next Tuesday afternoon 19th 
March, some teachers will be 
attending an NZEI union 
meeting from 2pm. At our 
school we will be making  
internal arrangements and 
finishing at the usual time. 
Some classes may be  
combined for the last hour of 
the day. While strongly  
supporting teachers contract 
claims, we do not wish to  
inconvenience our parents at 
this time. 
 

END OF SCHOOL DAY 
Some difficulties are being 
caused by a few parents of 
junior children wishing to 
withdraw their children early 
to avoid the after school 
rush. Children should only 
finish early for sound reasons 
such as medical appoint-
ments or if a bus pupil. The 

School’s finishing time is 
2.30pm.  

 
EASTER BASKET RAFFLES 
Please help support the 
School PTA with an Easter 
Egg donation. “Big or Small 
Easter Eggs” can be brought 
to school  all this week. 
All eggs will go into hampers 
and tickets will be on sale 
from this Friday 15th until 
next Friday 22, for $1.00.  
Money raised will go to  
purchase Shirts for the 2013 
School Councillors. Winners 
will be drawn Monday 25 
March at School Assembly.  
Raffle sheets will be sent 
home with each student and 
can be returned with money 
by Friday 22 March. The  
student who sells the most 
tickets will also win 
an Easter Egg Ham-
per for themselves!! 
 

PTA MEETING 
Next Wednesday 20 March at 
7pm the PTA will be having a 
short annual general meeting. 
All parents are welcome to 
come. Supper and drinks will 
be provided in the Staffroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 

BOT if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic  

payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@opaheke.school.nz
http://www.opaheke.school.nz/


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
In May this year, parents will vote for our 
next Board of Trustees. Five parents plus 
the Staff Representative, plus the  
Principal make up the Board. If you think 
that you would be interested chat to one 
of the present Board or the Principal. If  
interested you are welcome to come to a 
Board meeting and see what is involved.  
The next two Board meetings are  
Tuesday 19 March and Tuesday 16 April 
starting at 7.30pm. 

Quote 

 

 

ROAD PATROL CROSSINGS 
Opaheke School has three patrol points that we monitor to give children safe  
access for crossing roads to get to school. We have always had a small band of 
parents who help our road patrol monitors. As families move on we need to  
replace these wonderful parents. We are finding that we are not getting enough 
parents to cover rosters for these roads. PLEASE look at whether you can help 
out. We are getting very concerned at the blank spaces on crossing rosters.  

Opaheke Road—Rosters are drawn up each term and helpers are scheduled on 
either morning (8am—8.20am) or afternoon (2.30—2.45) and this duty comes 
up approximately 1 session every 2 weeks depending on the numbers of helpers 
we have. 
Tasman Drive—only morning sessions from 8am—8.20am.  
Short Street (no monitors for this crossing only parent help)—8am –8.20am. 
Parents are asked to be available while the Patrol Monitors are on duty and only 
need to stand to the side of the monitors in a prominent position to give them 
support if needed.  They are all trained and very reliable.  Parent supervision  
ensures that we can make these busy roads as safe as we possibly can for all 
our children to cross.  If your children use these crossings we need your 
help. Can you spare 20 minutes every 2 weeks?  Please fill in the slip below and 
return it to the school as soon as possible so we can have a roster ready for the 
beginning of next term.  Please remember that if we all rely on “someone else” 
to do things “someone else” can become overloaded! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I can help with crossing duty on  Mon     Tues     Wed     Thur     Fri— (please circle) 

Opaheke Road (a.m.   p.m.)   Tasman Drive (a.m. only)  Short Street  (a.m. only)            

 

“Tell the truth, 
or someone will 
tell it for you.”  

  
Stephanie Klein,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Name:  _________________ Child’s Name __________________________    Room ________ 

 
Home Phone:   __________________   Email: _______________________________ 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/80145.Stephanie_Klein


Term Dates 2013Term Dates 2013  
returned your update form or did not 
receive one, but know some details 
may have changed please just send a  
note along to your child’s teacher and 
we will check we have the correct  
information. Thank you. 

 
READING EGGS/

MATHLETICS PROGRAMMES 
Yes these programmes are continuing 
this year. Both programmes are web 
based:  
Mathletics - a payment of $30 per 
child is required to register children 
for the school year—which allows  
access at school and at home.  
Registration Forms are available from 
the School Office. 
Last year we introduced Reading 
Eggs, a programme for students in 
Year 1 –3. The cost is $20 for the 
school year. Please visit the website 
w.readingeggs.co.nz if you would like 
further information. Registration forms 
for Reading Eggs 
have been sent 
home with all Year  
1-3 children, for 
those who wish to 
enrol. Final day for  
enrolments for both 
of these programmes 
will be Friday 22nd 
March. 
 

MATHS BUDDY 
This year student in Ms Howell’s class, 
Room 8, are trialling a new on line 
programme called Maths Buddy. For 
the students this is a free programme 
for 2013 as we assess its value. 
 
 

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 2013 
This year the School’s student leaders 
will number ten; six Yr8s and 4 Yr7s. 
Candidates are invited to speak to the 
older pupils and Yr6, 7 and 8 students 
then vote for their preferred choices. 
Our School Councillors perform a  
variety of key roles in the life of the 
School such as leading School  
assemblies, as monitors of playground 
behaviour, fund raising, assisting at  
discos, organising talent quests, 
lunchtime activities, and helping at 
speech nights. 
 

SCHOOL RECORDS 
Thank you to all families who promptly 
returned our SCHOOL RECORDS  
UPDATE FORMS that were sent home 
last week. It is interesting to see how 
many changes some students have had 
with contact details. If parents do have 
changes of address or work phone 
numbers etc, it is vitally important that 
you let us know immediately. If a  
medical  problem/accident occurs we 
do need to be able to contact parents 
immediately. If you still have not  

TERM 1 2013 
NOTE SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED FOR 
EASTER FROM FRIDAY 29 MARCH  
AND REOPEN ON WEDNESDAY 3 APRIL 
UNTIL TERM ENDS ON FRIDAY 19 
APRIL AT 1.30PM 

TERM 2 2013 
Monday 6 May Friday 12 July 

TERM 3 2013 
Monday 29 July Friday 27 September 

TERM 4 2013 
Monday 14 October to Wednesday 18 December 



COMING EVENTS  
                  
Fri 15 Mar   Counties Zone Yr7/8 Swimming sports at Pukekohe  
   for selected students 
Tues 19 Mar   p.m. Teachers attending NZEI meeting 
   7.30pm Board of Trustees meeting 
Wed 20-Thur 21 Mar Yr 6 Bike Skills at school 
   PTA Annual General Meeting 7pm in the Staffroom 
Thur 21 Mar   Y5/6 Swimming Sports 
Fri 22 Mar   Fear Factor for School Councillors at Pukekohe 
Mon 25 Mar   Easter Raffle drawn 
Fri 29 Mar   Good Friday 
Mon 1 April   Easter Monday 
Tues 2 April   School Holiday 
 
 
  

Quiz— What main religion celebrates festivals including Nuakhai, Yatra (or Zatra/Jatra), 

Pongal, Holi and Shigmo?  

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

Murray Wratt 

Principal   

 
ANSWER TO QUIZ:   Hindu 

COMMUNITY NOTICES: 

YOUTHTOWN SPORTS Come on down to your local park and play some fun sports & games, catch up with friends, 

and have heaps of laughs.   Every Tuesday from 3pm-5pm at Keri Downs Park, Redhill, Papakura..   Starts Tuesday 19th March 

with a FREE BBQ   For ages 9-14   Best of all its - FREE For more information check out our YTpapakura Facebook page or  

contact Craig on 027 225 5973. 

mailto:YTpapakura

