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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 

 TEACHER APPRECIATION 

DAY 

 KAIAUA NIGHT OUT 

 RAFFLE TICKETS 

Fun Fact 
Clans of long ago 

who wanted to 

get rid of  

unwanted people 

without killing 

them used to set 

fire to their  

houses, hence the  

expression 

 ‘to get fired’ 

Dear Parents,  welcome to 
September and to, (we 
hope), Springtime. Soon it 
will be the equinox; the time 
of equal days and nights. 
 

A CAUTIONARY TALE 
Parents may be aware of the 
Fairfax website where 
schools can be compared 
based on the results of  
national standards data. Raw 
data such as that listed tells 
nothing about the quality of 
the Schools, the quality of 
the teaching delivered, the 
resources available, the  
motivation and behaviour of 
the students or the support 
provided by parents. All of 
the above count for students’ 
achievement but none are 
counted in the Fairfax ‘league 
tables’. Students must be  
assessed and schools should 
be held accountable. The 
questions however are how 
and in relation to what? 
A far better way of assessing 
students achievement and 
school quality is by using the 
concept of ‘added value’. If 
children are assessed at 
school entry and at different 

stages throughout their  
primary schooling by  
nationally normed  
assessments, we can  
measure the progress of 
each child. A school with  
pupils drawn from a lower 
socio economic area may in 
fact be ‘moving’ its students 
at a faster rate of progress 
than a school drawing its 
students from a high socio 
economic area but not  
setting (and achieving) a 
faster rate of progress. There 
are other factors as well and 
some of these will be  
described in the next  
newsletter. 
 
TEACHER APPRECIATION 

DAY  
A long standing Opaheke  
School tradition, this Friday 
is a special day for students 
to acknowledge and thank 
their teachers. We look  
forward to making our  
teacher’s day a special one 
on Friday 6th September.  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 

BOT if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic  

payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@opaheke.school.nz
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PARKING/DRIVER COURTESY 
Opaheke Road has now be-
come a very busy route 
early in the  
morning. Our road  
patrol monitors have to 
make judgements about a 
safe time to cross  
children. Adult supervision 
is need to help support the 
Road Patrol Monitors. Helpers are  
rostered on either morning or afternoon 
and this duty come up approximately 
every 2 weeks depending on the  
numbers of helpers we have. You are 
asked to be available while the Patrol 
Monitors are on duty and only need to 
stand to the side of the monitors in a 
prominent position to give them support 
if needed. They are all trained and very 
reliable. If your children use our cross-
ings can you help? Tuesday mornings 

 

 

 

Be careful about reading 
Health Books. You may die 

of a misprint! 

 
Mark Twain 

CONGRATULATIONS  
To our speech finalists. Here are the final results: 
 Year 5 and 6 
1st Place - Harry F. 
2nd Place - Luka W. 
3rd Place - Yamaia E. 
Highly Commended - Peter M., Alysha L., Kimberley G. 
 Year 7 and 8 
1st Place - Anna F. 
2nd Place - Sophie W. 
3rd Place - Rawiri M. 
Highly Commended - Alyce T., Kate M., Luke W. 
  
Thank you also to our production dance group and the brass band students for 
your excellent peformances last night. Many thanks to all the helpers who made 
the evening run very smoothly. Well done Chelsea R., you did a great job as our 
MC! 
 
Congratulations to Ian Levien, our band tutor who receives his Queens Service 
Medal for services to brass bands and music today. 

are particularly in need of parent 
help. Please phone Tracey or text on 
021 0389492 or email her at 
tracey.hinton@clear.net.nz 
 

DAFFODIL DAY  
Friday 30 August, Councillors set up 
a coin trail with all money going to 
the NZ Cancer Society.  A total of 
$462.50 was raised by staff and  
Children. 



 YEAR 7 & 8 SCIENCE FAIR  
PROJECTS  

Viewing of science projects will take 
place tomorrow, Thursday 5th  
September open from 2.30-3.30,  
6.00-7.30 in the School hall. All parents 
are welcome to attend. 

 

 
CARNIVAL UPDATE   

Things are going really well for the  
carnival, keep the toys coming!  We are 
still in need of lots of old crockery, and 
are after any beads, buttons, ribbons 
etc that you can spare for the children 
to make crafts to sell.  In term four we 
will be asking for grocery items and 
your best home-made preserves!!! 
  

GREENHOUSE  
Our donated  
greenhouse has been  
assembled  and will be 
situated in the  
flagpole area of the 
school. We will soon 
have a few plants  
enjoying their new 
home with students 
caring for them. 
 

RAFFLE TICKETS 
Can all play structure raffle ticket stubs 
and money please be handed back to 
school by the end of this week at the 
latest.  However, if you are still selling 
tickets to be in the running for the  
family pass to Rainbows End, feel free 
to keep that up!  Many thanks for your 
help with our fundraiser and best of 
luck for the awesome prize, from the 
PTA. 

 TERM DATES 
Term 3 finishes on Friday 27  
September at 1.30pm and Term 4  
begins on Monday 14 October. Term 4 
will finish on Wednesday 18 December 
at 12.30pm. 
 

 SPECIAL THANKS 
Stu Duval the storyteller came to  
Our school during book week. 
His unique performances captivated 
our students and staff. Many of you 
will have seen your children practising 
the art of cartooning since his visit. 
The school has purchased the full set 
of ‘how to’  Cartoon books which are 
available for use in the library.  His 
website address is below with a  
section displaying his books. 
http://www.studuval.co.nz/ 
A special thank you to the PTA who 
paid for Stu Duval to visit us! 
 



COMING EVENTS  
Thur 5 Sept Science Fair display in Hall 2.30-3.30 and 6.00-7.30pm 
Fri 6 Sept  Teacher Appreciation Day 
   Counties North Gymnastics for Yrs5-8 at Counties Gymsport 
   Stadium 
Tues 10 Sept 7.30pm Board of Trustees meeting 
Wed 11 Sept Ballot held for Out of Zone Enrolment 
   Interschool Speech Finals 11am at Drury School Yr7/8 and  
   Papakura Central Yr5/6 
Thur 12 Sept Interzone Yr7/8 crosscountry 
   Interzone Yr7/8 gymnastics 
   Evening—Kids for Kids Choir 
Fri 13 Sept  Yr7/8 girls basketball at Conifer Grove School 
Sat 14 Sept  Kaiaua Night Out 
Tues 17 Sept Mobile Xray dental van at school 
Wed 18 Sept Counties Yr7/8 boys basketball 
   7.00pm PTA Meeting all parents welcome 

Quiz: What is in seasons, seconds, centuries and minutes but not in decades, 
years or days. 

   

Best Wishes 

 

 

Murray Wratt 

Principal   

 
ANSWER: the letter ‘n’ 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
ROSEHILL COLLEGE PRESENTS: “THE WITCHES” - Tues 3rd—Sat 7th Sept 7.30pm and Sat 7th Sept 2pm. 
Adults $15 and students $12. Tickets from Rosehill College. Hawkins Theatre Ray Small Drive Papakura. 
SWIMSTATION SWIM SCHOOL holiday lessons. Contact Claire on #298 4642  
DK AUTOMOTIVE is focused on providing high-quality General Automotive Servicing, Minor accident 
Body Repairs, Spray Painting, Diagnostics and much more, on all VEHICLES, MOTORCYCLES,  
QUAD-BIKES, OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLES  and BOAT MOTORS. Contact  night or day : 
Website www.dkautomotive.vpweb.co.nz   Mobile: 021 18 18 992, Email: dkautomotive@ymail.com,  
Location: 14 Leatham Crescent, Opakeke, Papakura, Auckland, 2113 
Games Night! Sir Edmund Hillary Library. Friday 6th September 2013– 3.30 to 7.30pm.Bring family 
and friends to enjoy a great night of fun playing games. Challenge library staff to a game of chess, 
checkers, monopoly or one of the other fantastic games that will be available. Everyone is welcome. 
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