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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 

 LLIBRARY BOOKS 

 NETBALL 

 END OF YEAR CONCERTS 

Fun Fact 
In 1999, residents 

of the state of 
Maine in America 
built the world's 

biggest ever 
snowman. He 

stood at 113ft tall. 

 

Dear Parents,  
This is an opportunity for me 
to reflect on my 25 years as 
Principal of this fine school. 
Back in 1998 their were 360 
pupils from Yrs 1 to 6 and 12 
teachers. Now there are 623 
students and 29 fulltime 
teachers plus 5 part time 
teachers and support staff. 
Does bigger mean better 
though? Certainly yes in 
terms of curriculum  
opportunities such as  
language, enrichment,  
special learning needs and 
reading support programmes 
are concerned. For some  
students, no, if a child’s  
identity is considered. How-
ever we do constantly  
consider how we can ensure 
that no child feels out of 
place or disadvantaged.  It 
has been a real privilege to 
work with outstanding  
teachers who are passionate 
about providing the very best  
learning opportunities for 
their pupils. To the students 
themselves, who are the real 
reason why we are all  
connected to this School I  
offer my very best wishes for  

their future education and life 
in the big wide world ‘out 
there’.  I also wish to  
sincerely thank those parents 
who have worked for the 
School as members of the 
PTA or as members of our 
Board of Trustees. These 
adults deserve the thanks of 
all parents for their efforts to 
make Opaheke School the 
highly regarded learning  
centre that it is. 
 

FAREWELL TO STAFF 
We would like to farewell and 
thank two of our staff  
members who are leaving 
this year. Mrs Terri Beals who 
has been working with  
children in our Enrichment 
programme for 7 years. 
Miss Kim Neal will be moving 
to Papatoetoe East school              
after working in Room 17 this 
year. We would like to thank 
both Terri and Kim for their 
hard work and contributions 
to our School and wish them 
both the best for their future.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL  
AMENITY 

The following is 
the Bank  

Account for the 
Opaheke School 

BOT if you 
would like to set 
up an automatic  

payment.  
ASB Bank 

12 3031 0728049 00 
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OPAHEKE SCHOOL’S 50TH  
ANNIVERSARY  

In less than 5 years from now, in 2018 
our School will have been open for 50 
years. Planning for this event will begin 
in the next two years. If you would like 
to help plan a memorable long weekend 
with activities centred on the School and 
all who taught, studied or worked here 
please inform the school office of your 
email address and contact phone  
number. 

 

 
“Then the Grinch thought of 
something he hadn't before! 

What if Christmas, he 
thought, doesn't come from a 

store. What if  
Christmas...perhaps...means 

a little bit more!”  
Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!  

LIBRARY BOOKS  Mrs Pryor and Mrs Watkins have completed the end of year 
stock take in the library. It is always disappointing to see the number of Library 
books that have still not been returned. Over the holidays we would like all  
parents to search children’s rooms, under beds, bookshelves etc for our books. 
Our library prides itself on our variety of books and we dedicate a large amount 
of money from our budget to stock our  library. Please help us out. We do not 
want to have to send accounts out for lost library books.  
  
CONGRATULATIONS TO 
 Carlin Dempster—Carlin grew his hair over the past 2 years and shaved it all 

off to raise over $2,000 for Canteen. Well done Carlin! 
 Mathletics: Gold Award—Quinlan T.  
 Dajah-Breeze S. and Judah M. from the Yr 7/8 Spanish Language classes 

placed 2nd in the STANZA Primary + Intermediate Spanish Speaking  

 Competition 

 Kieran Read former student, named as both IRB and All Black player of the 
year. 

 

GRANDPARENTS DAY  Last Monday was a wonderful occasion for children and 
staff as we celebrated Grandparents Day. They came in their hundreds and a 
great day was had by all. Many books were purchased by grandparents to be 
named for their grandchild and placed into the library.  
 

OPAHEKE SCHOOL NETBALL CLUB 
We will again be entering teams in the Papakura Netball Club Competitions in 
2014. Details will be sent home early in Term 1 for girls in Years 4-8. 
 

TERM DATES  School will close for the year on WEDNESDAY 18 December 
at 12.30pm.  The Ponga Road bus will depart at 12.30pm on this day. All  
students will be dismissed from the school hall. Term One 2014 will start on 
Monday 3 February. The School Office will open from 28 January 2014.    

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/267076


 

 
  
 
 

   POOL KEYS FOR CHRISTMAS  
HOLIDAYS  

Pool keys are available for families who 
have paid their School Amenity  
Donation for 2013.  Application forms 
are available until 13th December or 
until keys run out. The cost is $30.  
 

END OF YEAR CONCERTS 
By the time parents receive this  
newsletter the juniors concert will have 
already taken place. Beginning at 7pm 
tonight the Senior concert will provide 
an opportunity for our Years 5-8  
students to perform for parents. As 
well, all of the Special Awards except 
for one will be announced. We hope 
there will be a very good turnout of 
parents for this concert. 
 

END OF YEAR REPORTS 
Class teachers are working very long 
hours to complete student reports. As 
parents will appreciate, this is a huge 
task. Reports will be sent home next 
Friday 13th.   
 

A Politically Correct Christmas Poem 
T'was the night before Christmas and Santa's a 
wreck...  
How to live in a world that's politically correct?  
His workers no longer would answer to "Elves".  
"Vertically Challenged" they were calling  
themselves.  
And labour conditions at the North Pole  
were alleged by the union to stifle the soul.  
 

Four reindeer had vanished, without much  
propriety,  
Released to the wilds by the Humane Society.  
And equal employment had made it quite clear  
That Santa had better not use just reindeer.  
So Dancer and Donner, Comet and Cupid  
Were replaced with 4 pigs, and you know that 
looked  stupid!  
 

The runners had been removed from his sleigh;  
The ruts were termed dangerous by OSH  
And people had started to call for the cops  

When they heard sled noises on their rooftops.  
Second-hand smoke from his pipe had his workers 
quite frightened.  
His fur trimmed red suit was called  
Unenlightened." 

 

And to show you the strangeness of life's ebbs and 
flows,  
Rudolf was suing over unauthorised use of his nose  
And had gone on Campbell Live, in front of the 
nation,  
Demanding millions in over-due compensation.  
So, half of the reindeer were gone; and his wife,  
Who suddenly said she'd enough of this life,  
 

Joined a self-help group, packed, and left in a whiz,  
Demanding from now on her title was Ms.  
And as for the gifts, why, he'd never had a notion  
That making a choice could cause so much  
commotion.  
Nothing of leather, nothing of fur,  
Which meant nothing for him. And nothing for her.  
 

Nothing that might be construed to pollute.  
Nothing to aim, Nothing to shoot.  
Nothing that clamoured or made lots of noise.  
Nothing for just girls, or just for the boys.  
Nothing that claimed to be gender specific.  
Nothing that's warlike or non-pacifistic.  
 

No candy or sweets...they were bad for the tooth.  
Nothing that seemed to embellish a truth.  
And fairy tales, while not yet forbidden,  
Were like Ken and Barbie, better off hidden.  
For they raised the hackles of those psychological  
Who claimed the only good gift was one  
ecological.  
 

No baseball, no football...someone could get hurt;  
Besides, playing sports exposed kids to dirt.  
Dolls were said to be sexist, and should be passe;  
And Nintendo would rot your entire brain away.  
So Santa just stood there, dishevelled, perplexed;  
He just could not figure out what to do next.  
 

He tried to be merry, tried to be gay,  
But you've got to be careful with that word today.  
His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground;  
Nothing fully acceptable was to be found.  
Something special was needed, a gift that he might  
Give to all without angering the left or the right.  
 

A gift that would satisfy, with no indecision,  
Each group of people, every religion; 
Every ethnicity, every hue,  
Everyone, everywhere...even you.  
So here is that gift, it's price beyond worth...  
May you and your loved ones, enjoy peace on Earth. 

 



COMING EVENTS  
Thur 12 Dec 1-3pm hall open for ex students to farewell Mr Wratt 
Fri 13 Dec  Carols In The Park 
   Reports come home 
Mon 16 Dec Year 8 Graduation 6pm in the Hall 
Wed 18 Dec School finishes at 12.30pm for Term 4 
Monday 3 Feb School starts Term 1 2014 
 
    

Quiz:  Can you name the Eight original Reindeer from the Night Before Christmas   
Story 
 
 Best Wishes                          

 

 

 

Murray Wratt 

Principal   
 
 

ANSWER:  Comit, Cupid, Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner and Blitzen 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
AUCKLAND UNITED FC—club open day Saturday 14th December 11am—1.30pm Central Park Mangere followed 
by Auckland Utd vs NZ Fijian selection Kick Off 2pm. Meet the players, test your skills. Food and Music. 
www.aucklandunitedfc.co.nz  
 
Break-Away School Holiday Programme for 11 to 17 year olds. 3 x free weeks of multi-sport and fun  
physical activity at Bruce Pulman Park. 6-10, 13-17, 21-24 of January. 9am-1pm Monday to Friday. Contact 
cdo@papakuracityfc.org.nz or phone Andrew 022 0890350. 
 

Do you know a friend, family member, neighbours, etc.  that have 3 – 5 year old children at home? 

Nina Busing Kindergarten is currently taking new enrolments for 2014.  If you are interested, Ph 

298 9081 before 20 December 2013 or visit the Kindergarten at 13A Clevedon Road, Papakura. 

Christmas comes but once each year,  

Bringing joy and Christmas cheer.  

Often happy, occasionally not    

The festive season means a lot  

So for your children’s long term sake,        

Make the Christmas story come awake!  

Share your time with them at length  

And from their joy will come your strength.  


