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  A FANTASTIC START TO THE YEAR 

What a great Summer we had with wonderful weather for the whole 

of January. I hope that you managed to get a break from work.  

I always challenge the students to try something new in the holidays 

and after talking to students it seems that they have certainly had 

an exciting break. 

I am impressed with the positive attitude the students have 

returned with and to see they have not forgotten their good manners 

and kind nature. Our new Staff have commented on the amazing 

‘feeling’ that Opaheke School has. I have also been talking to the 

students about what they need to focus on in their learning for the 

first half of this term. It also helps to talk to your child about their 

goals to start the year with. 

Our school has started the year with 586 students, which is the 

highest number the school has ever started the year with. With the 

exception of new entrants, we are currently at capacity. 

You will notice that most of the teachers have moved rooms and 

some have also changed year levels. 

This term we hope to start the remodeling of Rooms 19 and 20 into 

Modern Learning Environments. 

I look forward to this year which will be exciting as we look at 

expanding many of our current programmes, such as My Mobile 

Learning, and look at new programmes for both the staff and 

students. 
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I would like to extend a warm welcome to new students and families to our Opaheke School Community. I am sure that 

you and your family will find your time here exciting and rewarding. I feel very fortunate to have the very best staff 

who will be providing high quality learning in a caring environment.  

I would also like to welcome three new, outstanding teachers. Miss Charlotte Gannaway is the new Team Leader of 

Year 3 and 4 and teaches in Room 23. Miss Jodi Hill, a Year 6 teacher in Room 8 and I introduced Miss Denise Horley, 

the new Deputy Principal in charge of Years 5 to 8  in the last newsletter of 2014. 

MY MOBILE LEARNING 2015 

As you will be aware all Year 7 and 8 students 

are permitted to bring their devices. There has 

been an 

overwhelming 

uptake in the first 

week with 101 

students bringing 

devices so far. For 

those still 

intending on 

bringing devices, just a reminder that the green 

permission form must be signed and returned. 

Kia ora everyone, thank you for 

welcoming me so warmly to your 

fabulous school. It’s been a great first 

week with lots to learn and lots of 

people to meet. I’m very much looking 

forward to getting to know you all 

better.  

Here’s a little bit about me so you can 

get to know me better. I grew up in Te 

Kuiti in the King Country after moving 

to New Zealand from England as a little 

girl. After graduating from Waikato 

University I began my teaching career in Pakuranga, 

Auckland.  I’ve been teaching for twenty years in a range of 

different schools in Auckland, London & Hong Kong. I enjoy 

travelling, seeing new places, having amazing experiences 

and especially meeting interesting people. Taking my three 

daughter’s to some of my favourite places is one of my 

dreams.  Charlotte Gannaway. 

Kia ora, my name is Jodi Hill and I am 
privileged to be working in Room 8 this year 
with a fantastic bunch of Year 6 students.   
I am a mother of two.  Amy has just started 
at College and Matthew has just started at 
Intermediate.  Living and working locally is 
fantastic and I have really enjoyed being 
closer to home for my family.  In my spare 
time I love to read, dabble in the garden, 
watch movies, watch sport, bake and create 
in the kitchen.  I have a real passion for 
ICT, Maths and Science. 
This week has been a real joy for 

me.  Getting to know my students and their personalities – don’t 
forget their sense of humour!!  The students in Room 8 have been 
willing to try everything and work hard at every task I have set 
them.  They have also helped to steer me in the right direction 
when I don’t quite get things right.  Working with a supportive and 
sharing team of educators and support staff has allowed me to hit 
the ground running.  I can’t wait to see what we can achieve this 
year – bring it on!! 

SUNSAFE SWIMMING 

Swimsafe Swimming is funded by Sealord. For the 

first 3 weeks of this term Year 5 and 6 are taking 

part in the programme. The 3 instructors keep the 

children continuously 

moving to develop their 

swimming technique and 

endurance. Later in the 

term Years 3 and 4 will 

take part in the 

programme. 
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CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYS   

SCHOOL POOL USE 

If you received a pool key 

over the summer please 

remember to rturn the key 

in order to get your key 

bond back—$35. You can 

also place this amount 

against your amenity. 

READING EGGS / 

MATHLETICS  

Yes these programmes are 

continuing this year. Both 

programmes are web based.  

For Mathletics - a payment of 

$33 per child is required to 

register children for the 

school year—which allows 

access at school and at home. 

Registration Forms are 

available from the School 

Office.  

Last year we also offered 

Reading Eggs, a programme           

for students in Year 1 –3. 

The cost is $27 for the school 

year. Please visit this 

address if you require further 

information.  

www.readingeggs.co.nz 

Registration forms for 

Reading Eggs are also 

available from the School 

Office, for those who wish to 

enrol. Final day for Term 1 

enrolments for these 

programmes will be 

Thursday 26th February. 

RECORD NUMBER OF STUDENTS 

Opaheke School has a record 90 students competing as part 

of the school team this year from Year 3 to Year 8. A 

fantastic turnout. Many of the students trained hard during 

the holidays and many of the students have taken part in 

the school lunchtime training sessions. The Tryathlon will 

take place on Sunday 22 February at St Heliers. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY 

(Save Day Thursday 19 February) 

6PM—8PM 
This event is for all families and it would be great to see 

everyone there. The format has changed slightly from last 

year. We would like parents to visit their childrens 

class(es) first at 6pm and then come down to the courts 

between 6.30 and 6.40pm. Mr Valvoi will give a short 

address to all parents and introduce all the staff. 

Afterwards there will be a chance to have a picnic dinner, 

and for the parents, staff and students to play some 

friendly games of sport that some of the students have 

organised. 

The PTA will be having a sausage sizzle and selling cold 

drinks as a fundraiser for the school.    This will be a great 

start to the school year - not to be missed. 

Get Well Soon. 

Our thoughts go out to Kosta and 

his family. 

Kosta is recovering  from surgery 

at Starship Hospital. 

Room 23 is looking forward to you 

returning to school soon Kosta. 

SOME GENTLE REMINDERS FOR PARENTS: 

 Dogs are not permitted on school grounds. 

 Parents picking up students after school should not wait in the corridors, 

classrooms, or block exits. 

 Illegally parked cars face getting $60 tickets from Auckland Transport who 

monitor the front gate.   This includes cars that are stopping inside the bus stop, 

on the broken yellow lines or in neighbours driveways.  

 No parents cars are to enter the school car park at the beginning and the end of 

the day.  

 Bikes and scooters are not to be brought to school unless it is for a wheels day or 

other special event. (the Principal may grant permission in exceptional 

circumstances) 

 Principals permission must be given for items to be worn for religious or cultural 

reasons 

 Students must be in class by 8.25am—they are marked late if they arrive after 

8.25am 

 Parents must request (not simply inform) permission from the Principal for the 

child to be absent for any reason other than health or bereavement. 

 Complaints should be addressed to the teacher in the first instance. If the issue 

remains unresolved then this complaint can be addressed to the Deputy Principal 

for the Juniors or Seniors.  If the issue still remains unresolved then this can be 

addressed to the Principal.   

http://www.readingeggs.co.nz
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NEW LOOK NEWSLTTER 

This year there will be a middle insert in each newsletter. Each side of the insert will be 

informations about classes and learning. Each class will have a turn at taking one side of the 

insert. Learning is the main focus of Opaheke School and this change reflects this. 

VOTE FOR OPAHEKE SCHOOL 

 

OUR SCHOOL 

COULD WIN $5000!! 

Either bring your 

Weetbix box code 

from the inside lid 

(simply cut it out) 

and bring this to 

the school office or enter it directly online.  

 

WE ARE CURRENTLY IN SECOND 

PLACE WITH 187 (20 BEHIND) 

http://try.weetbix.co.nz/vote4school 

Walking School Bus 

If you are interested in managing a walking 

school bus or having your  

children walk with a bus, please come to a 

meeting in the school  

staffroom at 2pm on Friday, 13 Feb. A walking 

school bus is a fun way to get to school for the 

children and helps parents share the load of 

walking children to school.  It is also safer 

than children walking alone and  

reduces the number of cars at the school gate.  

 

Come along and find out more or contact 

lucy.stallworthy@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 

for more information. 

 

 

CISV  

(Children’s International Summer 
Villages) 

WEEKEND CAMP Come and join us at the next 
CISV weekend camp at Hunua. Begins Friday 
evening, 20 Feb - Sunday 22 Feb midday. Camp is 
for children aged 9- 14 CISV is a UNESCO 
affiliated, global organisation, whose focus is 
PEACE education. 

Camps are fun and interactive and aim to build 
confidence, leadership skills and creative problem 
solving skills. For more information about CISV go 
to www.cisvnz.org 

For more information about the weekend camp 
please contact: 

Karen Nash on 817-4747 or 021 854 523 

NEW ELECTRONIC SIGN 

Have you seen our new electronic sign at the 

front gate. This went up over the school 

holidays. This will provide the time and 

temperature and useful information for parents 

and the community. 

The Board of Trustees aims to continuously 

improve communication with parents.  This is 

one more step towards this. We will improve 

the way we can display messages as we become 

more familiar with the software. 

mailto:lucy.stallworthy@aucklandtransport.govt.nz
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ROOM 2 
Our W.A.L.T  ( We Are Learning To) for the week was to focus on what a  
proactive learner looks like. As a class, we co-constructed the following  

success criteria. 
  
   
  

  
 

We will be trying 
hard all year to 
achieve these 

success  

criteria 

Enthusiastic 

Challenge yourself 

Self-regulate 

Pre-plan 

Achieve personal goals 

Fully complete all work 

Participate and contribute 

 Concentrate 

Risk take 

Ask questions  

Personal best 
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Upcoming Events 
   

 

Tues 17 Feb  BOT Meeting 7.30pm 

Wed 18 Feb  Family Fun Night 6pm 

Fri 20—Sun 22 Feb CISV Minicamp 

Sun 22 Feb  St Heliers Weetbix Tryathlon 

Tues 24—Fri 27 Feb  Year 8 Camp 

Wed 25—Fri 27 Feb Year 7 EOTC 

Sat 28 Feb  Weetbix Vote for Schools Competition Closes 
 

TERM DATES FOR 2015  

   TERM 1:  Tuesday 3 February— Thursday 2 April 

   TERM 2: Monday 20 April—Friday 3 July 

   TERM 3:  Monday 20 July—Friday 25 September 

   TERM 4: Monday 12 October—16 December 
 

Other Non-School Days: 

Monday 27 April—Anzac Day 

Monday 1 June—Queens Birthday 

Monday 26 October—Labour Day 

Papakura Rugby League Club Corner King & Green Street. Registrations Feb 17th and every Tuesday & Thursday from 5pm - 7pm 

until 19th March. Boys/Girls mixed teams aged 5yrs - 12 yrs Boys team aged 13 yrs - 16 yrs. Girls team 14 yrs - 17 yrs. $35.00 

Registration Fees, $10.00 for Socks, $5.00 for Mouth guard. Please bring 1 form of I.D & payment. Nichole: Home: (09)2965845 

PAPAKURA JUNIOR BASKETBALL:Registrations/coaching times:  
5:30 - 6:15pm: 6 years olds to year 5/6 boys/girls. No experience needed.  
6:15 to 7:00pm: Intermediate/High School boys/girls. Friday  – Papakura Recreation and Fitness Centre. 
Visit www.sportsground.co.nz/papakurajuniorbasketball 

Learn an Instrument 

Papakura Music School offers instrumental tuition for Primary & Intermediate school  

children.Classes are designed to give students the opportunity to learn a musical instrument at  

affordable rates. The tuition fee for each class (45 minutes) is $120 Per Year. There is also an  

Orchestra and Band, which are free and all students are encouraged to participate in these. “Pre-Instrumental” classes are aimed at 

children aged five to six years and are an introduction to the world of music. Instruments taught at the Papakura Music School are: 

French Horn, Trombone, Saxophone, Keyboard, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet, Drums, Guitar, Violin, Cello, Recorder, Chanter and Vo-

cals. ALL tutors are specialists in the instrument they teach. A limited number of Flutes,  

Clarinets, Trumpets, Violins and Cellos are available for hire at $80 per year. Saxophone hire is $160 per year. ENROLMENT DAY: 

SATURDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2015 from 9.00 – 11.00 am Classes are held Saturday between 8 and 12 at Mansell Senior School, 

50 Settlement Road, Papakura. For information and advice contact the Supervisor: Cheryl Simpson Ph. 021 1792812   papaku-

ramusicschool@gmail.com  www.papakuramusicschool.org.nz  

Drury Junior Rugby Registrations: Wednesday 25th Feb/ Friday 27th Feb / Wednesday 4th March (3.30– 6.30pm) and Saturday 

28th Feb(10.30am – 12.00pm). Drury Rugby Club – 10 Tui Street, Drury (behind Mobil Petrol Station Great South Road). Registra-

tion Fee: $60.00 per child $55.00 per child if registering more than 1 child. Karen Cunningham:  021763337 rodkaren@clear.net.nz .  

Papakura Wasps Junior Rugby Registration: When: Saturday 14th Feb 10am, Tuesday 17th Feb 6pm, Thursday 19th Feb 6pm Where: 
Papakura Rugby Club, Ron Keats Drive. New players welcome. 

Drury Utd Football Club (soccer) - registrations now open, teams to suit all ages & abilities, great coaches & 

development programmes.  See our website for info www.druryfootball.co.nz or contact Angela    

Ph: 297 7483  Mob: 021 0299 8230 

OPAHEKE NETBALL 2015 

If your daughter is in Year 3-8 and interested in playing netball at Papakura Netball Centre on Saturday mornings for 
Opaheke School please collect a permission slip form the school office.  Fees this year are $100 and are due in to the school 

office by Thursday 5th March.  If you have any questions about netball please contact Viki Chatterton - 

vikib@opaheke.school.nz All players are welcome - you do not need to have played before.    

http://www.sportsground.co.nz/papakurajuniorbasketball
mailto:papakuramusicschool@gmail.com
mailto:papakuramusicschool@gmail.com
http://www.papakuramusicschool.org.nz
mailto:rodkaren@clear.net.nz
http://www.druryfootball.co.nz
mailto:vikib@opaheke.school.nz

