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PRINCIPALS MESSAGES
TEACHERS CHANGE ON READING ALOUD DAY
Wednesday 4 March was World Reading Aloud Day. Teachers changed classes
to read books to different year levels.
Reading aloud to children is one of the best things you can do for your children
at home. It helps to expose them to new words
and sentence structures. Research says that it
can benefit students as old as 13 years and that
we should be reading aloud to children up to that
age. Reading aloud to children is a nice way for
you and your child to finish the day and help
them to settle them to sleep.
WORLD CUP CRICKET AT
SCHOOL
On Monday this week Counties Sport
came to school to teach the students
in Years 4 to 8 cricket skills. The
students were taught the cricket way
to hold the bat and strike a ball.
Counties Sport are providing these
lessons to coincide with the World
Cup cricket competition.
When one Year 4 child heard that
they would be learning cricket skills
on the field he asked “Is Brendon
McCullum going to be teaching us?”

END OF SCHOOL TERM IS A
NORMAL SCHOOL DAY
This Term school will finish at the usual
time of 2.30pm. This will be case for Term
1, 2 and 3.
The final day for this term is Thursday 2
April.
WE ARE SHORT OF PARENT
HELPERS
I would personally like to urge parents to
help by volunteering to be a parent crossing
supervisor. We are in need of parents for
the Opaheke Road Crossing. Even if you
can help on 1 day each week that would be
a tremendous help.
CONGRATULATIONS NEW BUS
MONITORS
Well done to the following students who
have been selected to be bus monitors this
year:

THANK YOU
A huge thank you to Marama Mae for
the contact with her work—Croxley,
who donated a huge amount of
stationery.

Cameron R

Hayley H

Amelia C

Benjamin W

STUDENTS COME SECOND AT
ULTRA-RIP
Well done to the Year 8 students who
competed in the Ultra-Rip Tournament
at Bruce Pulman Park. They did very
well to finish in 2nd place.
ERO PRAISES SCHOOL FOR
WELLNESS
Yesterday two reviewers from the
Education Review Office visited Opaheke
School. We are one of 4 schools in
Auckland selected because of the
excellent way that we promote wellbeing
for students and staff at school. They
have been finding out the sorts of things
we do so that other schools can learn
what they can do to create a culture shift
in the school and improve the wellbeing
of their staff and students.

SCHOOL TARGETS
Classroom teachers and teacher
aides assist students in the class who
have difficulty with reading, writing
and maths.
The school also sets targets based on
data gathered at the end of the year
and the government priorities. Our
achievement targets for 2015 are:
1. To increase the number of students
after 2 years at school and after 3 years
at school who are reading at or above the
National Standard to 75% with a further
focus on Maori and Pasifika students.
2. To increase the number of Year 8
Maori students who are writing at or
above the National Standard to 75%.
3. To increase the number of Year 8
students who are at or above the
National Standard in Mathematics to
75%. With a further focus to increase the
number of Year 8 Maori students
achieving at or above the National
Standard in mathematics to 75% or
more.
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ROAD PATROL
We are still short of parent
helpers for our Road Crossings
on Tasman Drive in the morning
from 8-8.20am and on Opaheke
Road - mornings from 8-8.20am
and afternoons from 2.30-2.45.
We have no parent help for
Wednesday mornings on Opaheke
Road in Terms 2 & 3. Please let
the school office know if you are
available to help support our
students on these road crossings.
Parents please note the times
these crossings are monitored.
Children arriving late to school
may not be supervised if the
crossing
monitors
have come
off duty.

YEAR 7/8 NORTH COUNTIES SWIMMING
SPORTS
Congratulations to all the pupils who represented
our school on this day. Special mention and
congratulations to place getters:
Yr7 Boys 100m Freestyle 2nd Place Ethan P.

OPAHEKE SCHOOL NETBALL CLUB
We have places available for girls in Year 3 &
4 and Years 7 & 8 to join our Saturday
Netball Club. Practices are Wednesdays
3.30pm for Future Ferns and Thursday
3.30pm for Intermediate girls on the school
courts. Fees are $80 per
player. Please send a note
along to the office if your
daughter would like to
join.
CONGRATULATIONS
Well done to Mrs Laing who has been selected as one
of 4 teachers nationally to be invited to the Microsoft
Global Educator Forum in Seattle later in the year. A
fantastic achievement and certainly well deserved.

DID YOU KNOW……….


6 students at Opaheke School speak fluent
Spanish



There are 18 students at the school who
have a parent who is on staff



There are 41 new houses being built on
Boundary Road in Opaheke School’s zone



There are 50 staff who work at the school



The school has only had 3 principals since it
opened



The age of a New Entrant foundation
student is 51 year old

Yr7 Boys 50m Backstroke 2nd Place Ethan P.
Yr7 Boys 50m Freestyle 3rd Place Ethan P.
Yr7 Boys 50m Butterfly 2nd Place Ethan P.
Yr7 Boys 50m Breastroke 2nd Place Ethan P.
Yr8 Girls 50m Butterfly 3rd Place Amelie L.
Yr8 Boys 50m Butterfly 3rd Place Kevin W.
Yr8 Boys 50m Breaststroke 3rd Place Kevin W.

More photos from Read Aloud Day

Ethan and Kevin will be
going forward to
represent North
Counties Schools in the
Counties Swimming Sports
Event at Pukekohe.
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PTA
Thank you to all our families who have sent along Easter eggs for our Easter Raffle. All children will be
bringing home a slip asking you to help sell raffle tickets. Please indicate on the slip how many books you
would be able to sell and they will be sent home. Ticket sales will close on Friday 27 March and the raffle
will be drawn on Monday 30 March and all winners will be notified. Thank you for your participation in
this fundraiser.
We URGENTLY, DESPERATELY need helpers to do the Friday and Tuesday lunch order collation for next term. It only takes
about an hour from 8.30—9.30am and is not a hard job. It just involves listing the orders for the bakery and working out
change. You can bring your pre-schoolers along if you need to. If you can help please let the office know.

Above: Scenes from the
Year 7 EOTC Week.
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Have a look at what Room 10
has been doing for maths!

5. Now we have a wall display that
shows our ten apples up on top.

1. We have a special maths tree

Come and have a look sometime!

which shows us what we are
learning

2. We watched the video Ten
Apples up on Top on our new T.V

4. Then we put our ten apples up on top…
Some of us had apples 1 to 10
Some of us had apples 11 to 20

3. We then coloured in

and some of us had apples going up in 2’s to 20

our ten apples and

This is because we all have different
learning intentions.

carefully cut them out...

Room 1
Hi everybody! My name's Ellie and I'm writing Room 1's newsletter page this
week. The year 8's went to camp a few weeks ago and it was an amazing
experience. We did a load of activities
and got to know other people in our
teams and in our syndicate.
On the first day, we settled in and looked
around our village. Then there was a
mudslide. Everyone had to get changed
and go over the wobbly bridge and walk
up to the mudslide. The line went from
the top of the hill to about halfway down
the hill...There was a lot of us. Once
people started going down, shrieking and laughing, the line started to go down a
lot. There were a few people who were a bit scared of going down, but most of
them did and LOVED it! Some people even went for a second go!
Then we started doing team
activities. The activity that
EVERYONE was excited about was
the confidence course. There was a
LOT of mud. Everyone got
absolutely covered in it. We had to
swing across ropes and even had to
swim under a rope, the water was
all muddy and disgusting. Each
team would cheer each other on and help
each other out.
There were so many activities that we all
did. Everyone has a favorite and mine
must've been archery. I'm sure everyone
loved the hike...The confidence course was
very
entertaining to watch. Everyone included each
other in their groups and activities. We all had a
really fun time at Camp Adair and it's an
experience we'll remember for a very long time.

Upcoming Events
Fri 13 March
Wed 25 March
Thurs 26 March
Mon 30 March
Tues 31 March
Wed 1 April
Thurs 2 April

Interzone Swimming—Year 7 and 8
Year 5 and 6 Summer Sports
Junior Learning Conferences
Easter Raffle Draw
BOT Meeting
School Disco
Last Day of Term 1 (normal finish time)

TERM DATES FOR 2015
TERM 1: Tuesday 3 February— Thursday 2 April
TERM 2:Monday 20 April—Friday 3 July
TERM 3: Monday 20 July—Friday 25 September
TERM 4:Monday 12 October—16 December
Other Non-School Days:
Monday 27 April—Anzac Day
Monday 1 June—Queens Birthday
Monday 26 October—Labour Day
THIS TERM THE SCHOOL VALUE FOCUS IS:

TEAMWORK
The Papakura Homemade Market and the South Auckland Childrens Market are seeking creative children who wish to have a stall
at Childrens market in March, June, September and December . The Childrens market is a real opportunity for the
community to support our local budding entrepreneurs. Children aged 5-14yr olds are encouraged to sell their craft, and or
preloved books, toys, etc in a safe and friendly environment We welcome new stalls especially recycled and upcycled goods.
Bookings are essential. For more information check out our Papakura homemade market on facebook or
email myprettythings@xtra.co.nz or phone Dale 021 144 0374

Are you looking for a new sport or interested in playing hockey, we welcome new and old members to come join us at
Papakura Hockey Club. Ph: 021 344 856 or email pdhc@hotmail.co.nz for registration or more details.

Papakura Wasps Junior Rugby 2015 Registration. This Thursday, 5.30pm – 7pm @ the Papakura Rugby
Clubrooms, Ron Keat Drive (beside the pool) Phone Sifa 021-124-7593 or Ray 027-247-0917
WELLINGTON PHOENIX SOCCER SCHOOL - AUCKLAND HOLIDAY PROGRAM - 4-day community program offered to

boys and girls between 5-12 years old. Fun skill based training by professional Wellington Phoenix Soccer
School Coaches. An opportunity for young soccer players to further their development. Venue: Bill McKinley
Park, Mt Wellington. Week 1: Tuesday 7th - Friday 10th April. 9am - 12pm Week 2: Monday 13th - Thursday
16th April. 9am - 12pm Cost: $150 (Includes WPSS Shirt for first time Registrations) Registration information

School Policy on Corporal Punishment
The Opaheke School Corporal Punishment Policy is available at the school office for the next two weeks
for parents to peruse and offer feedback on. Please take the time to drop in and view this.
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