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HUI FOR WHANAU OF
MAORI STUDENTS
Tomorrow evening we will be
hosting a hui for Whanau of
Maori students. We would
like to see as many there as
possible. If there is no one at
home to look after children
then we will have a baby
sitting service. The hui starts
at 6.30pm and will go no later
than 8pm. A light supper will
be provided for adults. We
have 2 spot prizes and also an
incentive for students whose
whanau attend.
The evening will be based
around a world café model.
OPAHEKE SCHOOL GROWS
A warm welcome to Mrs Cynthia
Watson who is the new teacher
for Room 15, our New Entrant
class that started at the
beginning of Term 2. Some of the
students from our existing New
Entrant Rooms moved to Room
15 to make way for more new
entrants this term. We can
better cater for those students
who have been here for a year
and now know the school
routines and have made progress
since starting.
The are approximately 40 more
new entrant students who will
start between now and the end of
the year. The school roll is
currently 605 students.

Issue 6, 2015
PRINCIPALS MESSAGES
ENGINEERS IN THE MAKING

A new initiative has started at
Opaheke School. The school has
started a young engineers club for
students from Years 5 to 8. The club
will meet regularly to investigate
aspects of engineering and also to
carry out their own engineering
project which will make a difference
to the school or community. The club
already has some ideas. They will
have the assistance of an engineer
who will guide them through the
process.
Last week the students looked at
robotics and created bristlebots. These are robots made from the heads of toothbrushes.
CONGRATULATIONS...

to Mrs Georgina Howell who
had a baby boy, Gregory, Mrs
Jody Christie who had a baby
girl, Eleanor and to Mrs
Charlotte Forch who had a
baby boy just yesterday, yet to
be named.
Congratulations also to Mrs
Forch and Mrs Lendrum who
graduated with their Post
Graduate Diploma in
Education. A fantastic
achievement to complete this
while working full time.

BUILDING BEGINS

The modernisation of Rooms 19 and 20 has begun.
Walls between the two classes are being removed to
allow for greater flexibility of learning spaces for
students. There will also be improved lighting, heating
and cooling. New carpet, lino and wall linings will be
installed. We expect this project to be finished by the
end of the term.
STUDENTS LEARN SIGN
LANGUAGE

All of our Year 7 and 8
students learn sign language
as one of the 4 languages
options here at Opaheke School.
Last week was National Sign
Language Week, so it was an
opportunity to teach the whole
school some sign language. It
was great to see the students
enthusiasm for learning and
using sign language from Year 1
through to Year 8. Some of the
older students who had already
learnt sign language taught
some of the younger ones.
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OPAHEKE SCHOOL NETBALL CLUB

Results for Saturday 2 May
Opaheke Storm vs. Drury – lost 5-10
Player of the Day - Vayle H.
Opaheke Stars vs St. Anne's Amethyst lost 5-10.
Player of the Day: Shyah D.

Thank you to all those players and their families
who stayed after their games or came down to
the courts early to attend the opening parade.

Please contact Serena Shanks for further
information. School Account Manager | Youth &
Initiatives Counties Region | ASB
09 337 2284 direct | 021 2415873 mobile |
09 263 0654 fax |
SAUSAGE SIZZLE
A reminder to parents that there are
no bought school lunches tomorrow.
Instead students can bring $2 for a
chicken or a beef sausage that the
School Councillors are selling.

ROAD PATROL
We are still short of parent helpers for our
Road Crossings. On Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons on Opaheke Road we have no
permanent adult to help the monitors. Please
think carefully if you can spare 15 minutes
from 2.30pm until 2.45pm to help us out. At
this moment we have a very small group of
helpers who are having to “fill the gaps” in
our roster. Please contact the school office if
you can spare 15 minutes once a week.

STUDENTS ABSENCES
It is a Ministry of Education requirement
that when rolls are taken each morning and
afternoon a record of why a child is absent
needs to be recorded. We would like to make
parents aware that if a child is absent with a
reason that is not justified by the school a
record is kept of this. For example a child is not
at school because they are “up north”; “down south”, “going to the airport
to see relatives”, “it’s raining”, “no lunch”,
“sibling is sick so staying home”, “birthday”
etc. If we cannot get an explanation of why a
child is away for a day the child is marked
“truant” until an explanation is given. Three
unexplained absences will bring up an alert on
a child’s record and may be referred to the
Truancy Officer.
We ask all parents to make every effort to
get children to school so that they do not fall
behind in their education.

REQUEST FROM OUR JUNIOR
SYNDICATE
With the winter season upon us
and an increase in colds and
runny noses we would like each
family to send along a box of
tissues with their children. We encourage all
children to blow their noses and use tissues
if they need to sneeze. We appreciate your
help with this.
Also if any parents have access to cardboard
or colored paper that we can use for art
projects please let your class teacher know.
We use ‘lots’ of this and any donations we
can get are gratefully accepted.
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PTA NEWS

Don’t forget that everyone is welcome to join the PTA in whatever capacity they can. If you want to come to a meeting these
are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7pm in the staff room. The next meeting is scheduled for May the 20th – come
along and find out what is happening in the school. If you can’t make meetings but want to help then please contact the office
and we will put you on the helpers list. You will get an email before each event and if you can help you just let us know and
we can roster you on. Once again there is no obligation so if you can’t help at one event but can help at another that is
entirely up to you.
We need helpers to distribute the Friday lunch orders. This only takes about half an hour from 11.30am. At the moment
there are only 3 people on to do the whole term so if anyone can help with this please contact the office.
Our next big event is our Mid-Winter Kaiaua Night Out on Saturday 20 June at 6pm. This night is kindly donated and
organised by the owners of the wonderful Bayview Hotel in Kaiaua. Those who went along last year had a fabulous time!
Ticket prices are $30 per head. The price includes the bus trip to and from Kaiaua, a free drink on arrival, delicious buffet
dinner and entertainment from live band . The bus leaves Opaheke School at 6pm and returns at midnight. Tickets available
from the school office.
Drive With Care

Please drive slowly around the
school. There are too many cars
stopping over driveways and in
the bus bay. You do risk
receiving a fine.
Please do not drive into the
school car park to drop students
off.

The Year 7 and
Year 8 Football
Teams competing
at North Counties.
The Year 7 boys
got through to
Counties. Well
done.

Some of the scenes from
Sign Language Week.
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ROOM 6—YEAR 5

In term one room 6 studied World War One. One of
the reasons of how WW1 started was many of the
countries of Europe were divided into the central
powers and the allied powers, because of the earlier
Franco Prussian war where Prussia (Germany) took
land from France. Bosnia wanted to be independent
of Austria and Hungary and assassinated the
Austro- Hungarian royals. Four weeks later war was
declared. By Nicky F.

Room 6 did the poppy art you see here. The red stands for death and the
green stands for life. The way we did them was, we drew them first with
pencil then coloured them in with crayon and dyed them. Then we cut our
poppies out and stuck them onto a green piece of paper. By Amelia M.

In term one Room 6 did some World War One
projects. We had to pick a local soldier and research
them and prepare a poster at home. By Harmony P.

A BUSY DAY IN ROOM 13
NEW ENTRANTS

I can write a ‘d’. I know the name
and sound too.

We love to read. We can point to the words.

Good writers use finger spaces at
the end of words.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5. We can count and read
the numbers.

We can tap the ball. PMP is fun.

Mrs Ruyg gives us fun activities at
PMP.

Our alphabet songs help us learn to be good
readers and writers.

Upcoming Events
Thur 14 May
Tues 19 May
Wed 20 May
Thur 21 May
Mon 25 May

Hui for whanau of Maori students
Counties Girls Soccer Y 7 & 8
BOT Meeting 7.30pm
PTA Meeting 7pm
National Young Leaders Day (School Councillors)
Samoan Language Week

TERM DATES FOR 2015

Mrs Laing
flew in on her
return from
Microsoft in
Seattle...she
returns to
Opaheke
School as our
very own
Caped
Crusader...

TERM 2: Monday 20 April - Friday 3 July ( Monday 27 April - Anzac Day, Mon 1 June - Queens Birthday)
TERM 3: Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September
TERM 4: Monday 12 October - 16 December (Monday 26 Oct - Labour Day)
STAR SCHOOOL VALUES
This term the school value that we are focusing on as a school is:

RESPECT FOR SELF AND OTHERS

Learn the basics of simple robotics at some awesome workshops run by RoboClub to
be held at: Sir Edmund Hillary Library, Papakura 27 June, 4 July, and 11 July, 2pm 4pm ($35.00 for series)Please make your booking for this event online at www.roboclub.co.nz
and to find out more information contact Kevin at RoboClub on 022 0480 512 or contact
Papakura Library 09 9782665

END OF YEAR DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
Parent Concerts—Thursday 3 December
Grandparents Day—Friday 4 December
Year 8 Graduation—Thursday 10 December
End of Year Disco—Monday 14 December
Last Day Term 4—Wednesday 16 December

LOST PROPERTY
Please check the ‘mountain’ of lost items outside Room 10 if
your child has lost any clothing. We do check clothing for
names and would like to be able to return items to owners. It
is a great idea to purchase a clothing marker pen and write
your child’s name on their clothing. These pens are not expensive and are cheaper
than buying new clothes.
OUT OF ZONE ENROLMENTS FOR 2016—a reminder that these will open on 5 August and
close on 16 September. Application forms will be available from the office and on our website
during these dates.
Please remember that even if you have a child already attending Opaheke School, you still need
to make an Out of Zone enrolment for any other children who may be starting with us, if you live
out of our school zone.
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