
 

 

BOOKS COME ALIVE 

2 weeks ago we celebrated Book Week. There were 
visiting authors, journalists and other writers to talk to 
the students about books and writing.  The School 
Librarians did an amazing job dressing up the library. 
The Librarians also performed some plays of some well
-known stories.  
Books really did come alive on Dress Up Day when 
students dressed up as their favourite book character. 
The whole school paraded around the block and it was 
great to see people waving. On Thursday the whole 
school got to watch the Worlds Apart Show and it’s 
thanks to the PTA that the students did not have to 
pay. Year 5 and 6 finished book week with a great trip 
to the Story Tellers Festival at the Vodafone Event 
Centre. 

IT WAS A DAY OF YELLOW 

On Friday 28 August the students 

assisted the Cancer Society by fundraising 

money to help those with cancer and for research. We 

think of all those who have, or are battling through 

cancer. Right now even one of our own students is 

fighting cancer. It was great to see that the School 

Councillors raised $226 from a coin trail and the staff 

held a special morning tea where they raised $339. 
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SOLAR PANELS COMING TO OPAHEKE SCHOOL! 

Didn’t we all do well in the Vector Future of 

Energy competition held last month. In the end we 

achieved 1216 votes for our school. That made us 

4th overall and because solar panels went to the top 

30 schools we will get solar panels to begin 2016. 

Yesterday we had a visit from Vector and the 

contractors to decide where the solar panels will 

go.  We were also running our own mini 

competition with prizes. The $50 Westfield 

Voucher went to Grace D with more than 80 votes, 

2nd Kailah M who won the $30 voucher and 3rd was 

Brooke U who won the $20 voucher. 

We are also pleased that one of our board members 

won solar panels for her house in the individual 

competition and one of our student teachers won 

also. There were 100 of these prizes. 

PRINCIPAL’S  MESSAGES  
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www.opaheke.school.nz 

Fax 2980739 

Tasman Drive 
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OPAHEKE STAYS 

ON TOP 

Opaheke School and 

Drury School 

challenged each other 

in a game of rugby on 

28 August. In the first 

half there was not a lot 

between the two teams 

however by the second 

half Opaheke School 

managed to streak 

ahead. The final score 

for the game was 

Opaheke 50 and Drury 

20. The players were 

very pleased to retain 

the honour for another 

year. 

A big thanks to Darren 

Cantwell and Blair Nix 

for training the team 

and Andrew Wickers for 

refereeing the game. 

PASIFIKA DAY 

Opaheke School held its first very own 

Pasifika Day on Thursday 3 September. 

Although the weather restricted some 

outside activities there were many 

activities which could be held indoors. 

The day started with Pasifika Groups 

from Cosgrove, Rosehill Intermediate, 

Mansell Senior School and James Cook 

High who performed Pasifika items for 

our students. After morning tea many 

of the classes were involved in a variety 

of activities – 16 activities in all. There 

was a mix of cooking (and eating!), 

Pasifika art and crafts, song and dance 

as well as Pasifika story telling. The 

day was a huge success and the 

students thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. A huge thank you to the 

parents and other volunteers who came 

and took groups and to the staff who 

also ran activities. Hopefully next year 

we can get even more of our Pasifika 

Community along. 

LITERACY PARENT 

INFORMATION SESSIONS 

Tuesday 15 September 

Session 1: 8.30am-10.00am Meet in 

staffroom 

‘Literacy in Action’ presentation and 

guided tours 
 

Session 2: 6.30pm-7.30pm  Literacy 

Expo in hall 

Find out more about how you can 

support learning at home. 

Books, literacy resources available for 

purchase. 

This is a great opportunity for parents 

of students at any age level. 
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Visible Learning at Opaheke Primary School 

5 dispositions for Learning: Over the last few months 

we have been working on identifying and developing 

learning dispositions that students engage in throughout 

their learning journey, not just whilst in school but where-

ever and whenever they are learning.  

What do we mean by dispositions for learning?  

Dispositions are combinations of children’s emerging 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to learning. These include courage and curiosity, trust and 

playfulness, perseverance, confidence and responsibility. (ERO)  

Dispositions for learning include the way learners approach learning, for example taking an 

interest, being involved, persisting with difficulty, challenge and uncertainty, and expressing a 

point of view. (ERO)  

Dispositions aren’t just happening in school. They are seen at home and in any learning 

situation.  

Dispositions aren’t just for children.  All learners, regardless of age, need to draw on the 

dispositions of learning in order to be successful learners.  

Why do we need to know about, and develop, dispositions for learning?  Significant research finds 

that teachers, parents’ and students’ attitudes, perceptions and beliefs affect student learning. 

Consequently we need these attitudes, perceptions and beliefs to be positive and have positive 

impacts on learning. Look out in the next newsletter for our 5 Opaheke School Dispositions for 

Learning. 

 

Dispositions: 

The attitudes,  

perceptions and/ or 

beliefs that form 

the basis of  

behaviour. 
  

HIGH PERFORMING STUDENTS 

Last year the Cross Country Team 

did very well and this year looks to be 

no different.  At the Year 5 and 6 

interschool competition at Te Hihi 

Talia R. came 3rd in the Year 6 Girls, 

Thobias Y came first in the Year 6 

boys and Brynn C came first in the 

Year 5 boys. Outstanding results. The 

Year 7 and 8 students competed in 

the Counties Cross Country 

Competition at Strathallan on 

Tuesday 1 September. Connor G came 

1st in the Year 7 boys and the Year 7 

boys team came first. A great result. 

These results bode well for the years 

ahead. 

Below: Images from Pasifika Day held on Thursday 3 September 

Below: Scenes from Construction Club and 

Engineering Club 

Above: Opaheke Past Pupil, 

Kieran Read visiting school 

on 12 August 
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PTA UPDATE 
 It was great to see lots of Opaheke Families in the 
school hall on Friday night for the MOVIE NIGHT.   
The PTA raised $450 from the event, and 3 lucky 
people went home with a copy of SpongeBob Out 
of Water to keep!! The PTA has recently donated 
$2700 to the school to install some new signboards 
in the hall so that it can be brightened up with lots 
of lovely artwork. The next PTA funding project will 
be some new concrete seating around the 
swimming pool – watch this space!!! 
 

Carnival!!!! 
The school carnival is getting closer and we are 
really excited.  Thanks so much for all of your 
donations and help!  We have had a few more ideas 
and need some more help with the following: 
 

Calling all Bread Bakers – we would like to hold a 
FRESH BREAD STALL this year.  Are you able to 
make one or two loaves of bread on the day of the 
carnival?  This could be instead of, or as well as a 
cake for the cake stall.  If you are able to make 
bread, can you please let Claire Hart know as we 
will only organise this stall if we have enough 
bread!!  Just put I can make bread in the subject 
line candbhart@xtra.co.nz 
 

Sweet Makers – can you help out by making sweets 
for the SWEET SHOP?  We are thinking fudge, 
toffee, marshmallows, peanut brittle etc.  If so 
please contact Angelique Dervin, who is organising 
this stall angeliquedervin@hotmail.com 
  

Animals – if you have an animal that you can bring 
for the PETTING ZOO, please email Alice Nash on 
alicesn84@gmail.com 
  

Next week we will be asking for donations of two 
things: unwanted dolls for the doll shop and bottles 
for the mystery bottle stand.  But we still need soft 
toys, books, toys, clothing etc so feel free to send 
anything along anytime – the donation request is 
just a guide, we are happy to have whatever, 
whenever, as long as it is in good condition!!! 
  

STUDENT ART FOR THE WALL 

A big thanks to the PTA for donating funds 

which will go towards special display panels 

for the school hall where students’ art can be 

displayed. 

SPECIAL 

EVENT 

Opaheke School 

in association 

with the 

Papakura 

Principals Association are holding a special 

one hour event for parents. KidsSafe New 

Zealand will be hosting a presentation on 

cybersaftey. KidsSafe aims to keep your 

children safe online. This presentation will 

give you the information and tools. 

This is Week 1 of Term 4. 

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 

ROSEHILL COLLEGE HALL 

6PM—7PM 

I URGE ALL OPAHEKE PARENTS TO GO. 

Sean Valvoi 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kidssafe.co.nz/ 

Below: More images from Book Week 
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Room 24—Year 3 

Earlier this year we had a 

Hedgehog in the classroom. 

Jesse found him, so we named 

him Jesse Hog. He was not 

very well and was very hungry 

so we took care of him. We kept 

him in a deep box because 

Hedgehogs can climb very well. 

He  

became really friendly. 

We learnt that Hedgehogs stay 

with their mum for a long time. 

If they are found out on their own and 

they are under 700g they will not 

survive. Sometimes baby hogs leave 

the nest if their nest is  

disturbed or their mother dies. 

We touched Jesse Hog's spikes and he 

sniffed our hands. We fed him cat food 

and water. He ate a lot. Hedgehogs can-

not have milk because it makes them 

sick. Jesse Hog liked to hide a lot in his 

towel. We had to keep him warm because 

he was still a baby. 

Hedgehogs hibernate during winter. They need to be big and fat to survive. A pile 

of leaves might be a Hedgehog nest. The New Zealand Hedgehog  

Rescue has many volunteers around New Zealand who foster Hedgehogs. 

They take care of them and release them in the Spring when it is warm again.   



 

 

 

Room 23 – Year 3 & 4 

Book Week Character Parade 
He has spots, he has a collar and sharp claws. He has 

pointy black ears. Who am I? (Duan) 

 

I have brownie blondy hair. I have a black 

shirt. I have a red skirt. I have black boots. I 
have brown fluff. Who am I? (Kezia) 
 

I have sparkling snowflakes on my dress. I have  
shimmering icicles on my tummy and I have blue and 
white everywhere. Who am I? (Kate-Lynn) 
 
I have a headband on my head and high heels. I 
have a blue dress and have brown hair. Who am I? 
(Madelline) 
 
I have a black dressing robe. I have a coloured tie. I have 
a dress shirt. I am waving a wand. I am wearing glasses. 
Who am I? (Dafydd) 
 

I have black shoes with white socks. I have a blue dress. 

I have yellow hair. I have a blue headband. Who am I? 

(Nikki) 

 
I have goldy browny hair. I have symbols on my costume. I have heaps of 

red too. I am from a comic book. Who am I? (Rylee) 
 

I have an orange beak, a black cape, black 

skirt and a black and white hat and gloves 
and a pink bow and blue shoes.  

Who am I? (Jessica) 
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Upcoming Events 

Thurs 10 September  Science Fair 2.30pm - 3.30pm  and 5.45pm - 7.30pm 

Fri 11 September  Y7/8 Gymnastics 

Tues 15 September  PARAENT LITERACY DAY 

    Auckland Gymnastics, Counties Zone Basketball 

Wed 16 September  Out Of Zone Enrolment Closing Date 

Thurs 17 September  Junior Learning Conferences, Auck Cross Country 

Fri 18 September  Loud Shirt day 

Tues  22 September  Girls B-Ball, BOT Meeting 7.30pm, Hui 6.30pm 

Wed 23 September  Ballot Day for Out Of Zone Enrolments 

Fri  25 September  Bandana Day, School closes at normal time 

Mon  12 October  School opens for Term 4 
 

TERM DATES FOR 2015  

TERM 3: Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September 

TERM 4: Monday 12 October - 16 December (Monday 26 Oct - Labour Day) 

TERM 1 2016 BEGINS TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 

ACHIEVEMENT (This is the focus for STAR 

certificates this term) 

Assembly Certificates:  

Achievement : 

31 August 7 September 

R1 Tayne Q. Gabby S. 

R2  Timothy J. KaseyD. 

R3 Jorja L. Nicola O. 

R4 Caitlin G. Mohit B. 

R5 Taylor C. Makaylah H. 

R6 Kobi T. Nadiah P. 

R7 Curtis M. Renee A. 

R8  Brodie M. 

R9 Ryland T. Cohen T. 

R10 Duncan H. Adonaijah H. 

R11 Casey N. Darion F. 

R12  Johnny P. Andrew K. 

R13 Jason Z. Jakob B. 

R14 Aayliah G. Ceasar J. 

R15 Connor S. Grace D. 

R16 Bailey-Ann L. Mason C. 

R17 Nellie-Mae S. Cooper R. 

R19 Sukhleen K. Joshua J. 

R20 Roman B. Mitchell U. 

R21 Jazmine E. Kyro D. 

R22 Diavarne K. Hawaiki H. 

R23 Jessica S. Kate-Lynn D. 

R24 Jaylyn Q. Tessa U. 

R25 Beautiful R. Jarrah N. 

R26 Brianna F. Lily H. 

Welcome to new students: Manaia R6, Levi R7, 

Kanei R11, Braith, Charlotte, Cohen and Sydney 

R14, Nellie-Mae R17, Regan R19, Kaeleb R23, 

Tamania R25,  

PAPAKURA HIGH SCHOOL OPEN EVENING  

FOR 2016 ENROLMENTS—THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 

6pm in the Seminar Room Papakura High 

 Enrolment Process  Expectations  Class Selection  Sport 

 Safe School Philosophy 

CISV – (Children’s International Summer Villages)  

We are a youth organisation promoting the positive values of global 

citizenship. Camp activities are fun and interactive.  They foster, 

confidence, teamwork and leadership skills. Come and join us at our next 

weekend camp:  

Motu Moana Scout Camp, Green Bay. Friday Sept 18th at 7pm – Sunday, 

20th at 12noon. Children playing sports can feel free to leave camp on 

Saturday for a few hours. To find out more: Visit our website: 

www.cisvnz.org  Email: auckland@nz.cisv.org or Phone: Jan Llewell on 

817 3368 or 021 368 935 or Karen Nash on 817 4747 or 021 854 523  

OUT OF ZONE ENROLMENTS 2016 
Opaheke School Board of Trustees is likely to have 35 
New Entrant places for out of zone enrolments for 2016. 
If you live out of our school zone and have a child who 
will be starting with us next year, but already have other 
children already attending Opaheke School, you still 
need to make an Out of Zone application for your child. 
Application forms are available at the school office or on 
our website www.opaheke.school.nz (for parents, 
enrolments). Applications close Wednesday 16 
September 2015 and the ballot will be held on 
Wednesday 23 September 2015. All pupils living within 
the school zone will be accepted. 
 

The following priorities apply: 
 

Priority One:  Not applicable to Opaheke 
Priority Two:  Siblings of current students 
Priority Three:  Siblings of former students 
Priority Four:    Child of former student 
Priority Five:  Children of Board  
   Employees or members 
Priority Six:  Other applicants. 
 

SCIENCE FAIR IN THE HALL TOMORROW 

Parents are invited to view the Science Fair 

Exhibits tomorrow 2.30pm –3.30pm and 5.45pm—

7.30pm 

Below: Interschool Gymnastics 

Competition. Well done Dylan P for 

making it to the Auckland Champs 

HE MATAPUNA ORA HUI 

is being held on Tuesday, 22 Sept 2015  

at 6.30pm in the school staffroom – 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 


