
 

 

    HUI 
He Matapuna Ora will be holding a 

hui for all whanau of students at 

Opaheke School. This will be a follow 

up of the Hui earlier in the year. He 

Matapuna Ora is the committee which 

arose from the first hui to look at ways 

to implement some of the 

recommendations which came from 

whanau for our Maori tamariki. This 

committee will be running the hui and 

I would urge you to be there so that 

we can continue moving forward. 

The hui is tomorrow from 6.30pm – 

7.30pm in the Arts Centre. Child care 

is provided nearby in the library. I 

look forward to seeing you there. 
Please note that this follows notices the 

students have taken home about this event 

last term and last week. 

Wednesday 21 October, 2015 

Issue 15 2015 

WELCOME BACK 

Welcome back to school and Term 4. Over the last week I 

have been to all classes to talk to the students about being 

challenge takers over the holidays and whether they tried 

something new and challenging. I had extremes in 

responses from students.  From learning to ride their bike 

without training wheels to skydiving.  

Classes will be doing a lot of work around the 5 learning 

dispositions this term. All classes will look at focussing on 

one of the dispositions. These are the characteristics that 

are displayed by effective learners at Opaheke School. I also 

discussed with the students the 4 STAR values which we 

view as important in the school. This term the focus for 

STAR certificates is Striving for Excellence. It is pleasing to 

see that many of the students can remember all the 

dispositions and values. Try asking them what the 5 

Learning Dispositions are at home. You can also ask them 

what our 4 values are. 

Each student is on a learning journey during their time at 

Opaheke School and we are currently discussing the 

language of learning which help our students discuss this 

journey. We will be able to show you what this looks like in 

the coming weeks. 

PRINCIPAL’S  MESSAGES  

         

 

Inside this issue: 

Principals Messages 

ICAS Results 

PTA News 

Room 4 

Room 10 

Coming Events 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR CHILDREN 

ARE NOT LATE FOR SCHOOL 

STUDENTS MUST BE IN CLASS BEFORE 8.25AM 

office@opaheke.school.nz  

www.opaheke.school.nz 

Fax 2980739 

Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 2985410 

NEW CLASS STARTED 

Over the second half of this year the school has gone through a mini-explosion of enrolments. The school 

stands at 653 pupils, which is the largest the school has ever been. We have also been turning away 

families which are out of zone wishing to enrol. This term we opened Room 18 and some of the students 

from the new entrant classes started in this class with Mrs Molyneux and Mrs Doherty. 

SPECIAL VISITORS TO LOOK AT 

LEARNING 

Opaheke has built a name for itself as a school 

which shows how technology can impact positively 

on student learning in a variety of innovative 

ways. This has not only caught the attention of 

Microsoft New Zealand but also the National 

Party. On Friday this week we will be hosting Mr 

Evan Blackman, NZ Microsoft Education Lead, 

Ms Anne Taylor, Microsoft Public Sector Account 

Executive and Members of Parliament to see how 

the school and students have adopted technology 

in learning.  

I have been invited by Microsoft to attend the 

Microsoft leaders in education Asia Pacific 

Conference in Singapore next month. I will meet 

with education leaders to discuss the latest 

research and innovations in education today 

across the Asia Pacific region and the world. It 

will also be an opportunity to share the journey 

that Opaheke School is undertaking. 
 

LIFE EDUCATION 
 

On Thursday and Friday last week you may have 

seen the Life Education Van here in the school car 

park. Students in Years 5 to 8 visited the van over 

the 2 days to learn about the emotional, social and 

physical changes which occur during puberty.  

Next year students in Year 4 to 8 will also visit Life Education to look 

at the science of nutrition.  

NATIONAL SHAKE OUT 

On Thursday 15 October was  

National Shake Out Day . At 9.15am 

staff and students performed the 

‘Drop Cover Hold’ as a drill to know 

what to do if they felt an earthquake. 
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I.C.A.S Maths 
Certificate of Merit Year 8—Hayden H. Year 7—Owen N. 
Certificate of Credit Year 8—Phillip L. and Madison S. Year 7—Ethan P., Pulkit B., Sukhleen K., Hatepe W.  
Year 6—Xander B., Campbell M. Year 5 Quinlan T. 
I.C.A.S English 
Certificate of Merit Year 8—Madison S. Year 6—Binnaa D., Year 4—Jacob H. 
Certificate of Credit Year 8—Kimberley G. and Ellie H. Year 5—Quinlan T. Year 4—Brianna F. 
Certificate of Distinction Year 8— Marija M. Year 7—Pulkit B. Year 6—Olivia P. 

Congratulations! INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND  ASSESSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS)  
All of our participating students in the English and Maths assessments gave their very best efforts. We would 
like to commend them on the efforts they made. Some of our students achieved outstanding results and were 
rewarded with Certificates of Merit, Credit and Distinction.   

Young Engineers create O.P.E.O 
This year we have had the privilege of starting a group called ‘Young Engineers’.  The 16 members of this group had to 
apply to join and were chosen from 40 applicants.  The members have met every Wednesday from the beginning of Term 2 
and will continue to do so until the end of the year.  

 

We were lucky to be brought into the Transpower Neighbourhood Engineers Award through 
contact with Renee King at Futureintech.  She set us up with Chris Quill, engineer, from Fisher 
and Paykel Healthcare, and we are extremely grateful to her as Chris has been fantastic. 
Our journey started with making bristle bots with the students. During the following weeks we 
built on this foundation, developing an understanding of circuits and electronic items. We 
pulled things apart to understand how they were made.  Chris introduced the students to bills of materials (BOMs) for each 
item deconstructed.  The learning for the students during this part of the process was huge, but they also surprised us with 
their existing knowledge.  

 

One thing we can confidently claim about this group – they dream big. Joining the Kiwibots competition was an idea we had 
for the long term future, but we hadn’t realised the passion and determination our group had to 
want to make it happen sooner. Our problem was funding this dream. Kiwibots isn’t 
cheap.  Deciding on a solution to this was a difficult part of our journey.  Students had some 
fantastic ideas (and again big ideas).  They were able to assess the various options and analyse 
whether or not they could achieve certain things.  Chris’s input during this section was valuable 
and helped to set achievable goals. The students decided on building a prototype robot which 
would lead into a saleable product.  

 

During work on our prototype the students learnt more about circuits, motors and gearing, motor drive ICs, Pulse Width 
Modulation (PWM) for speed control, truth tables, coding and programming in Scratch. They then went on to learn about 

specific requirements for Arduino and Infra-Red (IR) remote controls. As they explored and 
investigated they came across issues related to ball-shaped robots, some of which they are 
still ironing out. 

 

Reflecting on the O.P.E.O prototype produced, the group have many ideas about how we 
can rectify current issues – adding weight to the base of the unit to lower the centre of gravity 
and to keep the unit upright in the sphere, putting the wheels on an angle on the axels so that 
the surface area touching the sphere is increased to improve the speed and movement of the 

robot.  They are 
also keen to add 
lights, sounds and 
programmed 
behaviours to the 
end product. 

At a cost of 
approximately 

$58.10 it is unlikely to sell at carnival, which was our original idea, but the students thought it could be added to an auction 
event, or sold later when we have worked out all of the issues.  It could be developed into an educational kit – an option 
discussed at our last meeting. 

Working with Chris Quill has been an absolute pleasure and he has certainly given more than we could have ever dreamed 
or hoped for to support this group and helped to guide them this year.  The students have learnt so much from his sharing of 
knowledge and gained confidence as he has patiently listened and validated their ideas and input. 

Young Engineers Club will continue to work on the OPEO prototype, despite the competition closing, and get it developed to 
help achieve their initial goal.  They are one determined, innovative, problem solving bunch and we can’t wait to see what 
they do next. 

Jodi Hill, Young Engineering Teacher 

http://primarybuzz.weebly.com/our-blog/-young-engineers-create-opeo-the-teachers-comment
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PTA UPDATE— CARNIVAL!!  6 November 2015 
HELL PIZZA School Lunches Wednesday 28th October 
Please have your orders and money returned by Friday 
23 October. Please remember that as this is a Pizza Day 
we will not be having Subway lunches on this day. 
  
CARNIVAL FRIDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 4-7.30PM 
4 weeks to go!!   Soon we will be sending out forms 
asking for assistance in setting up and helping run stalls 
for the Carnival.  If you can spare an hour or so it would 
be much appreciated – it’s good fun and a great 
opportunity to mix with other parents and teachers. 
DONATIONS – at the moment we are requesting that 
you send grocery items to school for our grocery 
hampers but we are also still in need of more bottles 
for the mystery bottle stand, so please keep those 
coming too!!!! 
 

We are still a little short on bottles and groceries so 
please keep sending along bottles for the mystery 
bottle stall and groceries for our grocery hampers. 
Watch out in the next newsletter for details of our 
TRADEME AUCTION - we are auctioning a fantastic 
accommodation package with funds to go to the 
carnival. On the day of the Carnival we will be asking 
you all to bring along some baking - either cakes, 
biscuits etc OR fresh baked bread.  And if you are keen, 
enter a cake in our Cake Decorating Competition - bring 
it along on the morning of the Carnival and let us know 
its for the competition.  It will be judged and you will be 
in to win a $50 Celebration Cakes Voucher!! Thanks 
again to you all for your wonderful support of our 
School Carnival.  We are hoping for a great night and a 
profitable fundraiser for the school!! 

CHANGE IN LUNCH EATING 

TIME 

From the beginning of this term we 
have flipped our lunch eating and 
play time. Students now eat their 
lunch at the end of lunchtime, after 
they have played. This a trial over 
this term. Have you noticed anything 
different. Some parents are reporting 
that students are now eating their 
whole lunch and not bringing as 
much home. Have you noticed this? 
Please let us know. 
At school we have noticed students 
are coming into class after eating 
much calmer and there are fewer 
students late back because of a last 
minute visit to the bathroom or to 
have a drink. 

SCHOOL SUNHATS 

This Term we will be  

commencing our sunsafe 

policy with compulsory 

wearing of our uniform 

sunhats. Hats are available 

from the school office - plain $14, school 

logo $20. These are a uniform item and 

alternatives are not acceptable. Children 

not wearing a uniform sunhat will be 

restricted to the shade covered areas of 

the school at break times. 

MATHLETICS AWARDS 

GOLD CERTIFICATES 
Mikah A.   Kimberley G. 
Amelia T. (Two)  Ella R. 
Angela D.   Connor D. 
Ryland T.   Hilke L.  

Imogen H.   Keagan D. 
Claire P.   Pia L. 
Quinlan T.   Kate-Lynn D. 

For the last two years Opaheke 

School has entered a large 

team for this summer event! 

This  will be on Sunday 21 

February, St Heliers Bay. 

Students  will be advised when entry forms will be 

available from the school Office. 

Congratulations! OTAGO MATHS CHALLENGE  
This year we had 29 Year 6-8 students participating in the Otago 
Maths  Challenge.  As always, our students gave their very best in 
this tough competition.  We would like to  
commend them all on the efforts they made. 15 students 
achieved merit awards and 2 students achieved excellence 
awards. Additional congratulations goes to Phillip L. who has 
made it into the ‘Final Challenge’ held later in October. We wish 
him all the very best! 
Certificate of Merit  Year 6—Rachael B., Samuel J. Year 7-  Ben 
M., Hatepe W., Ethan P., Sukhleen K. Year 8—Blade T., Connor D., 
Hayden H., Kevin W., Timothy J., Katelyn K.,  
Madison S., Dion T., Kimberley G. 
Certificate of Excellence Year 7- Kayla H., Year 8—Phillip L. 
 



 

 

ROOM 4 YEAR 6  

OUR LEARNING JOURNEY 

It’s not about the destination, it’s all 
about the climb! 

 

The ‘senators’ reading group  
reviews the 5 learning dispositions;  

innovation,  
self-regulator,  

challenger taker,  
thinker,  

collaborator. 

Mikah a. presents his 
award winning speech to 

the school during  
Monday morning  

assembly. 

Preparations are well  
underway for year 6 camp.  
We are looking forward to 

challenging ourselves at  
chosen valley camp  
21-23rd of October. 



 

 

ROOM 10 YEAR 1 

 

 
 

In Room 10, we all love to be creative 

and try new things. Towards the end of 

last term, we had a go at writing  

fractured nursery rhymes and creating 

our own Fairy Tales. Mrs Ghaiee helped 

us to choose a nursery rhyme, then find 

the words that rhyme and last of all, 

choose new rhyming words to make a 

fractured nursery rhyme. When we 

finished our fractured nursery rhymes, 

they were hilarious! We also made up 

our own Fairy Tales. Here are some of 

the Fairy Tales as told by us and typed 

up by our Teacher, for you to enjoy! 
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Upcoming Events 

Wed 21 October  PTA Meeting - 7pm, Year 6 at Camp 

Thurs 22 October  He Mataapuna Ora Hui - 6.30pm to 7.30pm, Year 6 at Camp 

Fri 23 October  Y7/8 Mini Touch Tournament– Pap Normal School - 12.30pm to 2.30pm, Y6 return from Camp 

Mon 26 October   Labour Day - no school this day 

Tues 27 October  Rehu Tai - Festival of Oral Languag, BOT Meeting  

Wed  28 October   Pizza Day (No subway today) 

Fri  30 October  Westpac Coin Trail (School Councillors) 

Wed 4 November  Kids for Kids Concert 

Fri 6 November  Opaheke Carnival - 4.00pm to 7.30pm 

Wed 11 November  Diwali 

Wed 18 November  PTA Meeting - 7pm 

Tues 24 November  Road Patrollers & Councillors Rainbows End Day 

Wed 25 November  BOT Thank You to PTA Helpers 6.30pm 

Thurs 26 November  Junior Learning Conferences 

Thurs  3 December  Prizegiving 

Fri 4 December  Grandparents Day 

Thurs 10 December  Y8 Graduation 

Mon 14 December  End of Year Disco 

Wed 16 December  Last day of School 
 

TERM 1 2016 BEGINS TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 

Assembly Certificates:  

Striving for Excellence: 

12 October 19 October 

R1 .  

R2   Kyle C. 

R3  Ayla B. 

R4  Lara W. 

R5   

R6   

R7  Maddison W. 

R8  Fazeel Q. 

R9   

R10  Kohu-Ghaed A. 

R11 Myiesha V.  

R12 .  

R13  James O. 

R14 Maarlen T.  

R15  Kade W. 

R16 . Makayla B. 

R17 Manaaki W.  

R18  Kruz W. 

R19 Kayla H.  

R20   

R21  Francesca D. 

R22   

R23   

R24 Maia R.  

R25  Tent K. 

R26  Kirsty O. 

Welcome to new students: Lara W. R4. Madisyn W. and Freedom K. 

R5.  Ellie W. R9. Nevaeh L., Malachi B., Deborah Q, Ethan M.,  

Tai M., and Jordan P. R13.  Bhavneet S. and Hayden C. R14.  

Toby W. R23. Austin W. R24.  

Te Hihi School fundraiser, Christmas in Karaka, a Home and Garden Ramble on November 21st, 
2015. At each home, a designer is selected to match the home. The designer will decorate the 
designated area(s) of the home or property to reflect trends for Christmas and the 2016 
summer holiday season. There will be a market at the main lunch venue where stall-holders 
sell locally produced gift-ware, food and other goods. There will be local talent, including our 

school children, performing for the guests. www.christmasinkaraka.co.nz 

Drury Junior Touch 2015: Registration Dates: Friday 23rd October (3.30pm – 6.30pm); 

Wednesday 28th October (3.30pm – 6.30pm) at Drury Rugby Club – 10 Tui Street, Drury 

(behind the Mobil Petrol Station) $25.00 per child. Starts Friday the 6th Nov. from 5.30pm to 

6.30pm Cornell Allen: 027 2836577   

cornell@samcor.co.nz 

PAPAKURA CRICKET CLUB 
We are short a handful of players for our Year 2-3 teams and we are keen to get more  

players onboard. This age group plays on a Friday night, from 5:30ish till 7. Please  

contact papakuracricket@gmail.com. http://www.allteams.co.nz/papakura-cricket-club/ 

striving for Excellence (This is the 

focus for STAR 

Above: Buddy Reading last Term 

JUICIES AND MOOSIES 

This term the school councillors 

will be selling Moosies and 

Juices every day of the week 

except Mondays. These are 

available after school near the 

front gate for $1 each. 

ALL THE BEST TO YEAR 6 STUDENTS WHO WENT AWAY TO CAMP 

TODAY AND THE YEAR 5 STUDENTS WHO WILL BE PARTIPATING 

IN EOTC. 

http://www.christmasinkaraka.co.nz/
mailto:cornell@samcor.co.nz
http://www.allteams.co.nz/papakura-cricket-club/

