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A GREAT DAY AT THE JUNIOR CROSS
COUNTRY
For the first time the Year 3 and 4 syndicate
joined with the Year 1 and 2 syndicate to have
a joint junior cross country. This was held on
Thursday 5 November and this event together
with the shining sun made it a perfect day.
There was a large group of parents who
turned up to watch and the students were very
excited to see everyone.
I was really impressed with how the students
really gave it their all, trying their very best,
certainly displaying this terms value of
Striving for Excellence.
All credit must go to the teachers for the
excellent organisation. It really did run like
clockwork.
The time and
effort put into
preparing the
students for
the run was
evident.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
CARNIVAL A HUGE SUCCESS
We could not have chosen a better day for the school
carnival on Friday 6 November. The fantastic weather
brought in crowds of people. There were some old favoutites
like the auction, white elephant and cakestall but we also
had some new items such as the haunted house, hangi and
flight simulator.
A lot of fun was had by all and the PTA raised $24,000
which will be used to fund all the extra activities and
resources that are provided.
Opaheke School always gets lots
of support from local businesses
and this year was no exception. I
would like to thank and
acknowledge all our sponsors.
A huge thank you to all the
parents, teachers, support staff
and students who helped make this carnival such a big
success.

MY MOBILE LEARNING EVENTS
On Wednesday 25 November from 1.30 - 2.20pm
we will be holding Open Afternoons for parents
to see how devices are currently being used for
learning in Years 5 to 8. This will be a great
opportunity for parents of Year 4 students as
well as other parents to see the learning in
action.
There will also be a My Mobile Learning Parent
Information Evening for parents of students in
Year 4 (as well as other interested parents).
This will be on Wednesday 2 December from
6.30pm—7.30pm.
I look forward to seeing you at these events.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Keep a look out in the newsletter, website,
electronic sign and separate flyers about special
assemblies and events which are coming up
shortly on the school calendar.
These are very special occasions and we would
not like to see you miss out.
Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 2985410

TRYATHLON
Once again Opaheke School will be
entering a team into the Weetbix
Triathlon at St Heliers Beach on Sunday
21 February 2016. We usually have
approximately 100 students enter.
Students must be 7 years or older on the
day of the tryathlon.
The school encourages students to try
new sports so we are subsidising the
registration fee. Instead of $35 it will cost
each child just $20. In order to take
advantage of this all students must
return their registration form and money
to the school office by 30 November.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR CHILDREN
ARE NOT LATE FOR SCHOOL
STUDENTS MUST BE IN CLASS BEFORE 8.25AM
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PARENT HELPER THANK YOU - WEDNESDAY 25th NOVEMBER
As a way of saying thank you for all of the hard work our parent helpers have done for the school in
the past year the Board of Trustees would like to invite parents who have helped in the school with
Road Patrol, Lunches, Coaching, PTA fundraising etc to come along and share in a drink and light
refreshments on Wednesday 25th November, at 6.30pm in the school staffroom. Please RSVP to
lyndap@opaheke.school.nz.
PARENTS CONCERTS - THURSDAY 3rd DECEMBER
NE to Year 4 students 10.30am, the concert will take approx. 1 hour. On completion of the concert
children will be allowed to go home for the day with their parents, please let your child’s teacher
know, in advance, if you will be taking your child home with you. Year 5 - 8 students 7pm, this
concert includes Senior Prizegiving.

GRANDPARENTS DAY - FRIDAY 4th DECEMBER
A day for Grandparents, Great Grandparents and elders - NO PARENTS PLEASE see above. The
day will begin for our guests at 9am onwards. Classrooms will be open for grandparents to visit
with grandchildren. Morning tea will be provided from 9.45am, concerts will start at 10.15am and
finish at approximately 12.30pm. We would appreciate each family sending a packet of biscuits on
the morning of this day so that we can provide morning tea for Grandparents. Children will be
allowed to leave for the day with Grandparents but only if a written note is received from
parents confirming this is OK.
We asked students why it is important to be a self-regulator. Here are some of their responses:
“Self Regulation is when you are always on task, do the right thing, are always organised and when you are
never distracting or distracted by anyone. In other words, self-regulation is pretty much just being a good
student. Let's face it. The world would be completely messed up without self-regulation. There would be
havoc and chaos everywhere. People would probably also get into fights easier and would DEFINITELY be a
lot more immature.” Pulkit B. Y7
“We need to self-regulate so we make good choices about where work. A self-regulator is organised and
manages their time. They manage their environment so they can learn without distractions. It is
important because you need to be a partner in the learning” Thomas B. Year 8
“Self-regulators reflect and are empathetic so that they help other’s learning as well as their own.”
Marija M. Y8
“It’s important to be a self-regulator because it helps us set goals and achieve them.” Brianna F. Y4

Scenes from the Junior
Cross Country
Competition at school
on Thursday 5
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PTA UPDATE
Our 2015 Carnival was a huge success, thanks
to a bit of fabulous weather and a lot of fabulous support from
the children, staff and families of Opaheke School. At this stage
it looks like we raised around $24,000, which will be used to
enhance the Opaheke School children’s learning and
experiences within the school and out over the next year.
So a huge thank you goes to all of you. Thanks for supporting
the Carnival, from those who helped with the preparation and
organisation in previous years as well as this year, to those of
you who helped with the setup before and on the day, the
many of you who worked tirelessly on stalls all night and those
who brought friends and family along to enjoy the evening – we
all had a great time and hope that you did too! If you have any
comments or feedback regarding the event we would love to
hear from you. Please email the office or contact Claire at the
email below.
We would love all of those who helped out to come

along

to the BOT Thank You evening on 25 November at
6.30pm in the school staffroom (please le the office know if you
will be attending).... and if you like what we do but have not
been part of the PTA up until now and would like to, send your
details to Claire Hart candbhart@xtra.co.nz. We have a big
email group of people that are willing to help out with PTA
events throughout the year as well as our core group of
organisers, so if you would like to be involved in any way please
let us know. It’s a great way to get to know other families and
teachers within the school.

The last DISCO of the year will be held on 14
December
Junior session (yr 1-4) 5.30 - 6.30pm
Senior session (yr 5-8) 6.45 – 8pm
$2 entry plus sausages, snacks and glow items for sale
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ROOM 3 Year 7
Descriptive Writing – By Room 03
This term Room 3 has been focusing on extending writing by adding more description. Description
is used in all forms of writing to create a vivid impression of a person, place, object or event.
It may:
 describe a special place and explain why it is special
 describe an important person in your life
 describe/create characters
 describe a personal experience
 engage a reader's attention
 give information (such as describing an animal within a report)

Below are some examples of our
descriptive writing using this
picture prompt.

The raft sat in the shallow water as the trees arm-like branches waved quietly in the wind. The
little girl’s long, untidy, black hair, flowed close behind her as she ran towards the water. She got
closer and closer as she began to leap over all the swampy grass. She pushed the boat into the still
water. As she floated out onto the foggy water she turned around in relief as the strange, tall,
black creature slowly turned away. – Emma-Jane C.
Otto ran through the forest, his heart bounding against his chest. He came to the edge of a lake
and the water was still except for the silent ripples of water. He turned around, straining to hear
his pursers. He was alone and the forest was black and dark. He looked at the rickety, old boat. It
was the only way to go. “Freeze,” said a voice. Otto turned around and the man was holding a
clean, black pistol. The armor he was wearing was cracked and broken. His face was twisted, but
the green eyes he remembered. It was his worst fear. “Time for my revenge Otto...” -Matt G.
The boy stumbled along and came upon a clearing. He looked as if he had seen a ghost. As the boy
looked upon the water he saw the moonlight reflected on a small dingy. He slowly approached the
dingy, too scared to make a noise as he pushed the boat onto the water. He slowly hoped in and as
he hoped in he heard a howl. He glanced behind him and saw eight pairs of red, blood thirsty eyes
and the long, sharp pointed teeth of the wolves. – Zachary J.
As I stepped through the shadows of the night, I could see the fully exposed moon shining through
the trees, a change to the usual pitch black darkness of the forest. As I moved towards the light I
was dazzled as my eyes adjusted to the new illumination and the glisten of the water. I stumbled
backwards, edging to return to my dark haven, but I knew that was not an option. The hunters
seemed to have eased their attack, and I used this opportunity to look around. All around me
there was tussocked grass and swampy mud, and resting on this was a small boat leaning slightly
to the side. In the distance I could see the other side of the lake, and I could faintly see the top of
the far away trees. – Kieran B.

ROOM 12 Year 1 and 2

Room 12 painted butterflies using melted crayons.

We melted crayon in a fry pan of water. The melted
crayon smelt like candle wax. As soon as the crayon
went cold it went hard again.

For writing we learnt to write
instructions. We made yummy chocolate kebabs
dipped in melted chocolate and hundreds and
thousands.

Upcoming Events
Wed
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Thurs
Mon
Wed

18 November
24 November
25 November
26 November
3 December
4 December
10 December
14 December
16 December

PTA Meeting - 7pm
Road Patrollers & Councillors Rainbows End Day
BOT Thank You to PTA Helpers 6.30pm
Junior Learning Conferences
Junior Concert and Senior Concert, and Prizegiving
Grandparents Day starts 9am - 12.30 approx
Y8 Graduation
End of Year Disco
Last day of School, school closes at 12.30pm

TERM 1 2016 BEGINS TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY

striving for Excellence (This is the

focus for STAR certificates this term)
Assembly Certificates:
Striving for Excellence:

9 November

16 November

R1 Areana B.
R2 Paige J.

Junaid R.

R3

Connor G.

R4

Jason H.

R5 Anna H.

Matthew M.

R6 Jesse M.

Amelia M.

R7 Benjamin F.

Malachi W.

R8

Teua M.

‘Young at Art will be running pre Christmas

R9 Mathilde L.

Amanda M.

R10 James C.

Olivia P.

art and craft workshops in Pukekohe and
Drury in December. We are also now taking
bookings for Term 1 after school classes for 5
-8 yrs and 9-14 yrs in Pukekohe, Drury and
Pokeno. For more information please check
out www.youngatart.co.nz or email:
anna@youngatart.co.nz’

R11
R12 Room 12

Vieve B.

R13
R14.Hayden C.

Maia H.

R15 Cayden F.

Alexander F.

R16 .Kayla A.

Orlando D.

R17 Liam B.

Zoe P.

R18 Jason Z.

Preeyah N.

R19 Benjamin M.

Isabel N.

R20

Owen B.

R21 Jayde W.
R22 Truce H.

Ollie H.

R23 Nikki J.

Kaeleb M.

R24 Jesse M.

Lara O.

R25 Room 25

Pachi P.

R26 Arshdeep N.

Tatiana C.

Congratulations to Mereana R. Yr 7, who
competed at the Australian Secondary School
Waka Ama Nationals. She won two silver
medals and a bronze in the 250m and 500m
for the intermediate age group and bronze for
the U14 division. Mereana will be competing
with the New Zealand junior squad and will be
representing New Zealand at the World
Championships in May 2016.
Rosehill College Year 8 BYOD Parent Forum
Rosehill College extends a warm invitation to all
year 8 families who have children attending the
College in 2016. Noel Leeming will be operating a
'mobile store' from the school on that night - parents will be able to purchase Chromebooks at the
event if they choose.
 Tuesday December 1st
 6.30pm
 Rosehill College school staffroom

JUICIES AND
MOOSIES
Don’t forget
that you
need to get
your order
in before
lunchtime
on Tuesdays

This term the school
councillors will be
selling Moosies and
Juices every day of the
week except Mondays.
These are available
after school near the
front
gate
for $1

POOL KEYS
Again this year the Board of
Trustees has decided to open up
the swimming pool for use during
out of school hours, for families
who have paid their School
Amenity Donation for 2015. The
pool may be used from Thursday
17 Dec until Monday 1 Feb 2016.
The pool will not be heated over
the holiday period. Keys will cost
$85.00 - $50 of this will be held as
a bond and refunded on return of
your key at the beginning of Term
1. Application forms are available
from the office. Friday 11 December will be the final day for purchasing keys.
We do need some parents to help coming once a day to check the pool
area and report any problems. Full
instructions are given and if you
are interested please phone the
school office on 298 5410 if you can
help.

LAST DAY—TERM 4 2015
We will finish school for the
year on Wednesday 16th
December at 12.30pm.
Children will not need to bring
lunch on this day as we will not
be having a lunch break.
Children will be dismissed
from the Hall.
Staff depart to an event
straight after school. School
and the office will be locked
up at 12.45pm so please
ensure your
child is picked
up at 12.30pm.

Welcome to new students: Albert C. and Benjamin S. R13. Brooke C., Brianna S. and Noor D.
R14.
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