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MY MOBILE 

LEARNING 

PARENT 

INFORMATION 

EVENING 

TONIGHT 
 

There will be a 

My Mobile 

Learning Parent 

Information 

Evening for 

parents of 

students in Year 

4 (as well as 

other 

interested 

parents). This 

will be on 

TONIGHT from 

6.30pm - 7.30pm 

in the staffroom. 

I am very pleased to announce to you all that Opaheke School has been awarded Microsoft 

Showcase School status. Opaheke School is one of only two state primary schools in New 

Zealand to be awarded this. 

Sent to Opaheke School from Worldwide Education Microsoft: 

Opaheke School was selected by Microsoft as a 2015-2016 

Microsoft Showcase School for its excellence in 

transforming its learning environment to deliver more personalised 

education to students, using mobile and cloud technology to better prepare 

students for success in the workplace.  

Opaheke School joins an exclusive community of over 400 premier schools from around the 

world, recognised to celebrate their truly pioneering efforts and innovation in rethinking 

teaching, learning and assessment in order to drive deep 21st century competencies.  

“Microsoft Showcase Schools are shining examples of those applying purpose driven innovation 

in a variety of ways to build connection, motivate students and to create community in and out 

of school, ” said Anthony Salcito, vice president, Worldwide Education, Microsoft. “These schools 

are truly transforming learning and providing more personalized 

education to students empowering them to achieve more.” 

As well as being recognised on a global scale for their innovative 

approach to educating tomorrow’s workforce, Showcase Schools also 

receive the following benefits from Microsoft as part of the program: 

* Collaboration with an international group of thought leaders 

* Special pricing on SteelCase Education learning classroom furniture 

* Microsoft Innovative Educators Experts (MIE Experts) on staff to help 

drive innovation and to support staff, peers and students 

* Access to professional development for Educators within their school 

* Invitations to regional and global events 

* Monthly community webinars and Yammer group discussion, exclusive to Showcase Schools 

Being selected as a Microsoft Showcase School is an amazing honour and recognition of the 

passion our teachers and staff have for creating the best learning environments possible.  We 

look forward to sharing our experiences with other schools in our community and the world to 

continue finding innovative ways to equip our students with the proper tools needed for success 

inside and outside of the classroom. Sean Valvoi 

Inside Pictures from 

the Junior School 

Omana Trip 

Inside 
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STUDENT INQUIRY ON ANTARCTICA 
An authentic Learning experience for students in partnership with Microsoft.  Below are reflections from a 
few of the students. 
 

In our hub we have been learning about Antarctica. At first we only went along the surface topics, like 
temperature, tourism, and animals, and after finding as much as we could about these topics we began to 
dig a bit deeper. We have done many sole activities (self organised learning environment) on the things that 
we were interested on. This means everything is done by the student and no help from teachers is allowed. Many people used power 
point for their sole, but there was a wide range of different tools used, like e-maze and coloured paper. All of these activities were 
leading up to when we were to meet Regina, a kiwi scientist who works in Antarctica. We will be skyping with her from Scott base 
throughout the holidays. We meet her last Thursday and we all stared in a mini movie. This was really fun, we got to smash ice, learn 
about different projects and things in Antarctica, and we also got free bees! There was a massive film crew and a director, which was 
really cool because we got to see how movies and TV programs are made. I also got to pick something off my bucket list, being in a 
movie.  
I feel incredibly lucky that I got to take part in this event because there was only 60 children taking part out of about 650. I was also 
really lucky to get such a great learning opportunity, like meeting a scientist. I found out so many things about 
Antarctica, Scott base, and the animals who live there. I was really amazed by the things I found out and cannot 
wait to learn more, having all this new knowledge has really made me interested in the topic. So I am so 
thankful that I got this great learning opportunity and experience. 
Amy Mills 

_________________________________ 
 

In room 19 we have been learning about Antarctica. For a whole term we have been researching and making a presentation on 
Antarctica. We’ve done a lot of different presentations around animals that live in Antarctica, the atmosphere of Antarctica and just 
anything cool to learn about Antarctica. On the 26 of November some camera men from Microsoft came to film us while we learnt 
more about Antarctica. A lady named Regina Eisert came and showed us a presentation about everything to know about in 
Antarctica.  
 I really liked when we got to smash the ice because there was 1 ice between 4 people and I got to hit it first but when I hit it the 
whole thing smashed and there was barely any for the rest of us. It was really cool. But the only part I didn’t like was when we had to 
wait a long time for the ice to come out and we had to shoot that part of the film 3 times.  
 My thinking has changed about Antarctica because I never knew things like there are 3 different types of killer whales that could be 
different species or things that aren’t to do with animals like there are 7 Russian bases in Antarctica even though they weren’t part of 
the original nations to sign the treaty    
I would like to investigate on all the different countries that have bases on Antarctica like Russia having 7 bases countries like New 
Zealand and Australia only having 1. I like to think about this because why would you need 7 bases and none of them are military 
bases so why would they need so many.  
Hatepe Watene 

_________________________________ 
 

We have been researching Antarctica in class including the wild life, the climate, and the countries that 
have claimed parts of Antarctica. We had several sole investigations (self-organised learning 
environment) where we researched our own topic on Antarctica We had a scientist call Regina Eishert in 
who told us about Antarctica and her future trip to Antarctica.  
 I was excited about participating in this activity because it was a new experience about something that I 
did not have much knowledge of. I was also excited because it was something that we did not normally get to be part of.  
 My favourite part of this experience was filming because we got the opportunity to do lots of cool things like smashing ice and getting 
freebies such as a jumper, a beanie, and gloves that were really warm.  
 My thinking about Antarctica has changed in lots of ways such as the fact that I thought there were only a few different species of 
animals on Antarctica or that I didn’t know that Christchurch was directly above Antarctica.  
 I would like to investigate Scott Base longer for more information and I would like to know more about the layout of Scott base.  
Kayla Horley  

Below and Left: Scenes 

from the Year 1 and 2 

trip to Omana Regional 

Park on Friday 27 

November 
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PARENTS CONCERTS - THURSDAY 3rd DECEMBER 

NE to Year 4 students 10.30am, the concert will take approx. 1 hour. On completion of the concert children 

will be allowed to go home for the day with their parents, please let your child’s teacher know, in advance, if 

you will be taking your child home with you. Year 5 - 8 students 7pm, this concert includes Senior 

Prizegiving. 
 

GRANDPARENTS DAY - FRIDAY 4th DECEMBER 

A day for Grandparents, Great Grandparents and elders - NO PARENTS PLEASE see above. The day will 

begin for our guests at 9am onwards. Classrooms will be open for grandparents to visit with grandchildren. 

Morning tea will be provided from 9.45am, concerts will start at 10.15am and finish at approximately 

12.30pm. We would appreciate each family sending a packet of biscuits on the morning of this day so that 

we can provide morning tea for Grandparents. Children will be allowed to leave for the day with 

Grandparents but only if a written note is received from parents confirming this is OK. 

Monday 14th December  PTA Christmas Disco 
New Entrants - Yr4: 5.30 – 6.30pm  

Yr5 – Yr8: 6.45 – 8.00pm 

Come wearing your Christmas Spirit eg. Tinsel in hair, xmas earrings, santa 
hat, costume, anything christmasy 

Door entry cost: $2.00 For Sale :  Exciting glow items from 50c - $2 

Drinks $1-$2 / Chocolates $1 / Sausage sizzle $2 /  Lolly Bags $1 / Ice creams $1-$2 

LAST DAY—TERM 4 2015 

We will finish school for the year on 

Wednesday 16th December at 12.30pm.  

Children will not need to bring lunch on 

this day as we will not be having a lunch 

break.  Children will be dismissed from 

the Hall. 
 

Staff depart to an event straight  

after school.  School and the  

office will be locked up at 12.45pm 

so please ensure your child is 

picked up at 12.30pm. 

CALLING YEAR 5 AND YEAR 7 PARENTS/CAREGIVERS 

As a way to fundraise for your own child's camp fees in 2016, we are hosting a fundraising BBQ 

at Bunnings Manukau this coming Sunday - 6th of December.  We have four shift times  

available: 9-10.30am; 10.30am-12pm; 12-1.30pm; 1.30-3pm.  All profits raised will be split up 

between families that help to reduce the cost of your child's camp fees.  If you are interested in 

taking a slot or two, please contact the office or jennjury@vodafone.co.nz (Jenn - BBQ 

organiser). 

The Microsoft Innovative Educator 

(MIE) Expert program is an 

exclusive program created to 

recognise global educator 

visionaries who are using 

technology to pave the way for 

their peers in the effective use of technology for better 

learning and student outcomes. MIE Experts work closely 

with Microsoft to lead innovation in education. They 

advocate and share their thoughts on effective use of 

technology in education with peers and policy makers. They 

provide insight for Microsoft on new products and tools for 

education, and they exchange best practices as they work 

together to promote innovation in teaching and learning. 

In September last year the Associate Principal, Mrs Nikkie 

Laing was recognised as an MIE Expert. The first group of 

teachers selected in New Zealand. We are now pleased to 

announce 2 more teachers at Opaheke School  selected and 

recognised as MIE Experts. Mrs Georgina Howell and Miss 

Jodi Hill. Congratulations Georgina and Jodi. 

 

 

mailto:jennjury@vodafone.co.nz


 

 

ROOM 5—Year 5 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I step onto the edge, trembling with fear, about to jump off the tall, tall sky tower. Can I be brave 

enough to take the challenge? I can hear the distant noisy traffic below my feet and see all the tiny  

people watching and waiting for me to jump. My heart is pounding as fast as a galloping horse. In my head 

I am thinking will I do it or will I not?. As soon as I think about that, my sister calls from down below, "If 

you don't jump now I will come up there and push you off! “Then I hear another small voice calling up, "You 

can do it I know you can! " At that, my confidence boosts. I shuffle a little closer to the edge, look down 

and …- Scarlett O. 

 

I looked around the room and saw no one. It was pitch black. I was dying of thirst. That night my friend 

was staying over and when I woke her up, she was petrified. I said, "I really need a drink and all the 

lights are out. How am I supposed to get it?"  She said, "It is very dark and scary but I believe that you 

can do it."  I was as frightened as if a ghost was chasing me. I sprinted as fast as the wind, turned 

the tap on and poured the water into the cup. I froze when I heard footsteps coming my way. I felt like I 

was going to die, not of thirst but of the monster. I hid in the pantry and peered out. The figure entered 

the kitchen …– Lily M. 

 

Flying fox - Sonshine Ranch . There I was high above the tree tops. My friends were below me. I felt 

like my hands would slip and fall off. It was like walking over a wobbly, butter coated bridge.  Then the 

red flag turned white. It was time for me to jump. With all my might, I leapt off the platform and before 

I knew it, I was on the other side.   – Dylan S. 

 

I was sitting in the waiting room. I could hear the low rumble of the planes starting.  "Can I get in a plane? 

Yes, I must. But I've lost my parents to the sky, please not let me be next," I thought in my head.  

"Plane 3 Australia, Brisbane." I felt like jelly. I leaned against my Grandma to stabilise myself. I felt like I 

was in a second world. I couldn't stop myself from imagining the terrible disasters that could happen.  

I found myself at the entrance of the plane... I took a step and I was in the plane. It didn't seem that 

bad, but still, with every step I took, I was filled with worry.  - Quinlan T. 

 

I'm standing at the top of the sky tower. I'm cold, my legs are trembling. My hands are numb. My heart is 

pounding faster than ever. My friends are persuading me to take a challenge. But not just any challenge, a 

challenge where I have to jump off the sky tower!  Why did I want to jump off in the first place? I had 

made a big mistake. If I didn't jump soon I would be pushed off. What was I possibly going to do next?  

Suddenly all the cheering and yelling stopped. It got fainter and fainter. What was happening now?  

At that moment my heart was racing so fast that I could hear it pounding. All I could see was a blur of 

colours. I tried to shout for help, but I ended up just opening my mouth. I could feel my eyes starting to 

water. I looked up above. All I could see was the sky. Instead of a blue sky it looked grey. Finally I 

reached the bottom of the tower. I was very proud that I had taken the challenge.   –Anna-Chiara D. 

 

Our written language 
has continued the  
“Challenge Taker” 
theme and here are 
some excerpts from 
our “Challenge Takers”. 

In Room 5 this term, 
we have been focusing 
on the 5 Opaheke 
School Learning  
Dispositions. In  
particular, we have  
focused on the 
“Challenge Taker”. 



 

 

       ROOM 13—New Entrants 

Christmas for us is……… 
Christmas is presents for children.   
I really want some more lego, like I really do.   
I want a dinosaur.   
I like the Christmas crackers on the Christmas tree.   
I like having shows about Christmas.   
I want a police lego.   
I want a cat.   
My family sing Christmas songs.    
I want a hook that can tow broken down jet skis that crashed into ice.   
Christmas is for treat food and before we unwrap our presents we decorate a Gingerbread house.   
Santa comes to your house and he brings you lots of presents, even he got me ten water guns.   
If you be good, Santa will give you presents, if you’re not good, Santa won’t give you presents.   
I hope for Christmas that I really get to go on Santa’s sleigh.   
Santa keeps an eye on you so if you’re good he can give you presents.   
I like that Santa has two lists, a good list and a naughty list.   
I want some lego for Christmas because I want Batman lego.   
My Dad said if we are still up at night we’ll go with Santa and we’ll go to his place.   
I want some electric cars and a track that the cars can go on.   

 

 

Choosing a book 
to take home. 

Singing our songs in class to practise for our  
 concerts. 

Practising on stage with R14 for 
our concerts. 
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Upcoming Events 

Thurs 3 December Junior Concert 10.30am 

    and Senior  Concert/Prizegiving 7pm 

Fri 4 December  Grandparents Day starts 9am - 12.30 approx 

Thurs 10 December Y8 Graduation 6 - 9.30pm 

Mon 14 December  End of Year Disco 

Wed 16 December  Last day of School, school closes at 12.30pm 

 

 

TERM 1 2016 BEGINS TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 
 

Assembly Certificates:  

Striving for Excellence: 

23 November 30 November  

R1  Daniel R. 

R2   Aimee J. 

R3 Louis C.  

R4 Jonathan M. Vidhisha W. 

R5 Ashley M. Simran M. 

R6 Wannasa T. Georgia O. 

R7 Teiti A. David V. 

R8 Denise Q.  

R9 Joseph A. Room 9 

R10 Arlen M. Emma K. 

R11 Lee-Ara P. Harlyn K. 

R12 Nikolai H. Tim U. 

R13   

R14.Daimin R. Room 14 

R15 Chase T.  

R16 .Ayden P. Olivia P. 

R17 Sebastian L. Mama P. 

R18 Kesaia S. Room 18 

R19 Kaida P. Troy P. 

R20 Keagan D. Joel N. 

R21 Alix C. Saeus K. 

R22 Roy A. Daleana H. 

R23 Prina P.  

R24 Oliver R. Anthony M. 

R25 Andrew O. Tamsin U. 

R26 Aimee O.  

JUICIES AND 

MOOSIES 

This term the school 

councillors will be 

selling Moosies and 

Juices every day of the 

week except Mondays. 

These are available 

after school near the 

front 

gate 

for $1 

striving for Excellence (This is the 

focus for STAR certificates this term) 

POOL KEYS  

Again this year the Board of Trustees has decided to open up the 

swimming pool for use during out of school hours, for families 

who have paid their School Amenity Donation for 2015. The pool 

may be used from Thursday 17 Dec until Monday 1 Feb 2016. 

The pool will not be heated over the holiday period. Keys will 

cost $85.00 -  $50 of this will be held as a bond and refunded on 

return of your key at the beginning of Term 1. Application forms 

are available from the office. Friday 11 December will be the 

final day for purchasing keys. 

 

 

STATIONERY 2016 
This week children will 

have brought home  

stationery lists for 2016.  

We have organised with 

Office Max to sell stationery 

packs for parents who wish 

to order online. For parents 

who do not wish to buy 

online and will purchase 

stationery elsewhere, please 

keep in mind that cheaper 

books are not always the 

best buy. Often cheaper 

books mean poor quality 

paper that rips easily and 

cheap pencils in particular 

break easily and do not last 

long. All children are 

expected to have stationery 

on the first day back for 

Term as lessons start 

straight away. 

 

Winners of the School Council run airplane 

competition held last Wednesday  25 November. 


