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TEACHER ONLY DAY

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES

TUESDAY 9 FEBRUARY
Please note that there will be no school
for students on Tuesday 9 February as
this is a Teacher Only Day. Teachers
will be involved in Professional
Learning on this day so there will be no
classes.
A reminder that Monday 8 February is
also a holiday for all of New Zealand to
celebrate Waitangi weekend.

CONCERTS ENJOYED BY ALL
After weeks of practicing and rehearsals the classes finally got to
perform their items in front of parents and grandparents. First was the
Junior Concert held on Tuesday 3 December. Then later in the evening
the Senior Concert and Prizegiving. The students did a fantastic job
performing and a big congratulations to those students who received
special awards. The hall was bulging with parents for both concerts. It
was no different the next day for Grandparents Day where the hall was
also full. It was great to see grandparents coming all the way from
Scotland and England to see their grandchildren perform.

YEAR 8 GRADUATION EVENING
On Thursday evening we celebrated our Year Eight Students
Graduation with their parents and teachers. This is an
evening where we celebrate the success of all our Year Eight
Students. We take time to reflect upon their learning journey
so far and we acknowledge the journey that is about to begin.

Thank you to everyone who helped
to make these two days such a great
success.

One of the most formal
events in our school calendar, students take the time to
dress up so that we can celebrate in style. Year Seven
students and teachers prepare and decorate the hall, the
theme always kept a secret until our honoured guests
arrive. Teachers from across the school attend to celebrate,
reminisce and rejoice.
Students first share a light supper with
their classmates and parents, followed by formal speeches.
This year we were very fortunate to have Natasha McFlinn speak to our
students about her experiences since leaving Opaheke School some 21
years ago. Natasha works as a Fraud Intelligence Analyst and holds
degrees in psychology, accounting and criminology.
The presentation of certificates and cups is followed by dancing. The first
dance was a waltz and students invite a parent to dance with them. More
dances followed including the foxtrot and the crowd favourite Cha Cha.
Thank you to our staff, students and parents who helped with the organisation of the
evening. Congratulations to Mrs Stride and her team for ensuring a memorable night for all.

Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 2985410

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR CHILDREN
ARE NOT LATE FOR SCHOOL
STUDENTS MUST BE IN CLASS BEFORE 8.25AM

I would like
to wish
everyone a
safe and
enjoyable
holiday and
see you all
back at
school on
Tuesday 2
February,
2016
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STATIONERY 2016
Please note that Office Max have informed us that there will be a freight
charge on orders under $50. There was an error made on the form that was
sent home. For parents who do not wish to buy online and will purchase
stationery elsewhere, please keep in mind that cheaper books are not always the
best buy. Often cheaper books mean poor quality paper that rips easily and cheap
pencils in particular break easily and do not last long. All children are expected
to have stationery on the first day back for Term as lessons start straight away.

SPORTS SHORTS: We have decided to add a sport short to our uniform
list. This will be available from the beginning of Term 1. We would like to
see all children from Year 5 up purchase these. When our children
participate in sports days it is good to see everyone representing our school
wearing uniform sports gear. These are a long leg short with an elastic waist
for easy fit sizing. They will be available for $20 each or as a set with our
sports shirt for $42.00, normally $25 for shirt and $20 for shorts.
PTA UPDATE: We would like to extend our thanks to all of our families who have helped and supported us
this year. Our fundraising efforts have contributed to some wonderful improvements to our school. Here are
just some of the items we have funded this year.
Mechanical lego and Brainbox sets $4,000
Concrete seating in the pool area $10,000
iPads for the Junior classes $2000
Contributions to Yr 8 and Yr 6 camps $2500 each
Yr 7 EOTC week $1000
$5000 towards 3 new levels of readers for the junior school
Display boards in the Hall $3000
Funding for the Science Roadshow $2500
Bookweek show $2500
We would love to see some new faces at our meetings and get some ideas from other parents for fundraising
and improvements they may like to see funded for our school. Many of our parent helpers for our Road
Crossing Patrols have now moved on as their children have left for College. Can anyone help us out or maybe
know of grandparents or extended family who may be able to spare some time. Please email the office if
they are available we can add them to the rosters for term 1.
So thank you all again and we wish everyone a merry and safe Christmas.

LEARNING
DISPOSITIONS
After talking to some
of the students and
teachers we had an
artist come up with
these graphics to
represent the
Learning
Dispositions.
SELF REGULATOR

THINKER
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SENIOR PRIZEGIVING THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER
AWARD

DESCRIPTION

WINNER

DUX

Highest Academic Award

Madison Sparks

DUX RUNNER UP RUDSITS
FAMILY CUP

Kimberley Gilmore

PRINCIPALS CUP

Best All Round Contributor to School

Cameron Ross

LES FLEMING CUP

Best all round Yr8

Dion Todd

COLLINS FAMILY CUP

Excellence in Mathematics

Phillip Liu

JOHN FAMILY CUP

Sportsmanship

Sianan Dempster

JOHN WALLACE MEMORIAL CUP

Excellence in Science

Areana Brown

LOFROTH CUP

Overall Effort

PJ Musi Oliver

NANCY BETTS CUP

Kindness + Caring

Amelia Capper

PAM PETHERBRIDGE CUP

Y0-7 Effort/Achievement Literacy

Joshua Mc Craith
Zachary Edwell

SANDRA BANKS

Aptitude in the Arts

Gabrielle Salazar

WARREN MCDOWELL CUP

Highest Sporting Award

Vaka Sikahele

ROBINSON FAMILY CUP

Effort In Mathematics

Timothy Jones

MACLACHLAN CUP

Y7/8 Excellence in English

Marija Malskaitis

ROUNTREE CUP

Tikanga & Te Reo

Amélie Laing

LANGUAGES CUP

Effort & Achievement

Phillip Liu

TECHNOLOGY AWARDS
Design Materials Year 7
Design Materials Year 8

Zoe Wickers
Callum White

Food Technology Year 7
Food Technology Year 8

Jordane Thompson
Mackenzie Caddy

Multi Materials Year 7
Multi Materials Year 8
Hard Materials Year 7
Hard Materials Year 8

Alanna McDonald
Erica Choeung
Jorja Leece
Katelyn Kershaw

INNOVATOR

COLLABORATOR

CHALLENGE TAKER
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PARENT CONSULTATION SURVEY
We are currently engaged in professional learning for Gifted and Talented education in order to more fully address the needs of our students. We have attended several meetings this year to explore what Gifted and Talented education could look like in schools. Following on from this we want to develop a shared
understanding of the reasoning or rationale for Gifted and Talented education at Opaheke School and a
definition of what it means to be gifted/ talented/ twice exceptional. As a result of meetings with the Gifted and Talented Inquiry Team we have written a draft rationale and definition. We believe it is important for this to be a collaborative process, and want to ensure that we are reflecting the thoughts, beliefs and aspirations of our community for our gifted, talented and twice exceptional students. We see
this as part of a continuing partnership.
Draft Rationale Statement for Gifted and Talented at Opaheke School
We recognise that the learning needs of gifted, talented and twice exceptional students may
differ cognitively, socially, and emotionally from other students and that planned provision is
necessary to assist students to move towards the fulfilment of their potential.

Draft Definition for Gifted and Talented at Opaheke School
Gifted and talented children at Opaheke School are those children with outstanding potential
(relative to their peer group) who demonstrate high performance in a variety of educational,
leadership and cultural opportunities across the curriculum.
These opportunities relate to the following areas:
Academic/ intellectual
Personal/ social
Athletic
Creative
Cultural
Visual/ performing arts
Technological
Twice Exceptional students are those gifted students whose performance is impaired or masked by
a learning or physical disorder or condition.
We would be extremely grateful if you could return the form with your comments on the draft statements
above to school by the end of Week 1, 5th February 2016. If any common themes emerge we can then
modify the statements in light of this feedback. Link to online survey is http://bit.ly/1IQWzoJ
Early in term 1 of 2016 we will publish the finalised statements in the school newsletter for your
information.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ________________________________
My comments on the Rationale:

__________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
My comments on the Definition:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

OPAHEKE SCHOOL MOUNTAINS
We’re on a journey to make learning visible. As you would expect we’ve been looking at
research to see what works and what has the most effect. We’ve decided on our five
dispositions with the help of students and their families and now we are talking about
describing what learning feels like. Learning new things can seem like an uphill struggle at
times, and if we don’t have the right tools, resources, or expert help we can get stuck and not
be able to move forward. It seemed to us that learning new things is like climbing a mountain.
As a result students have been talking about learning using the mountain metaphor. It shows
that being stuck and feeling challenged is a good thing. It is the learning process and the
learner dispositions/attitudes that are key strategies in helping our learners climb up the
mountain. We thought this was a metaphor that we could all relate to in some way and we
now want to embed this deeply into the Opaheke way of learning.
To continue this metaphor, next year our syndicates are going to be called by the names of
Auckland Mountains. We have had lots of discussion about which ones to choose, which would
be most meaningful to our learners, their family and the community and which ones we can
visit to find out more about as part of our inquiry learning. After many suggestions we have
identified four possible mountains that would be good names for our syndicates:Maungawhau (Mt Eden)
Te Rangi-i-totongia-a-Tama-te-kapua (Rangitoto)
Maungakiekie (One Tree Hill)
Maungarei (Mt Wellington)
We feel it is important for this to be a collaborative process, and want to ensure that we are
reflecting the thoughts, and ideas of our community. We see this as part of a continuing
partnership. We would really like your feedback on what we have so far and would be
extremely grateful if you could return the form or complete the online feedback with your
responses to the proposed selection of mountain names no later than 5th February 2016.
(That seems a long time away but the holidays will whizz by!)
Early in term 1 of 2016 we will publish the finalised team names in the school newsletter for
your information. Link to survey online is http://bit.ly/1O0EDnO

__________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ________________________________
Comments about the mountains chosen to represent Opaheke School syndicates:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ __________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Wed 16 December

Upcoming Events

Last day of School, school closes at 12.30pm

TERM 1 2016 BEGINS TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY
Teacher Only Day Tuesday 9 February
TERM DATES FOR 2016
Term 1: Tuesday 2 February—Friday 15 April (Easter: Friday 25—Tuesday 29 March)
Term 2: Monday 2 May—Friday 8 July (Queens Birthday: Monday 6 June)
Term 3: Monday 25 July—Friday 23 September
Term 4: Monday 10 October—Friday 16 December (Labour Day: Monday 24 October)

striving for Excellence (This is the

focus for STAR certificates this term)
Assembly Certificates:
Striving for Excellence:

7 December

14 December

R1
R2 Shanyka W.

Holly T.

R3 Ayla B.

Manaia T.

R4 Karma J.

Paije L.

R5 Tai S.

Room 5

R6 Liam M.

Amore P.

R7 Levi M.

Room 7

R8 Xander B.

Caitlin M.

R9 Joanne H.
R10 Andrew P.

Room 10

R11

Room 11

R12 Jack S.

Room 12

On December 3rd and 4th, teachers were invited to celebrate learning without
borders during Microsoft’s first-ever Global Skype-a-Thon. Over the course of this
two-day event, classes conducted Skype calls in their schools with one of hundreds
of guest speakers, virtual field trip partners, or other classrooms around the world
in an attempt to travel one million virtual miles.
Room 19 and 20 were the very first classes who started the skype-a-thon with Vice
President of Microsoft Worldwide, Anthony Salcito. They asked Anthony some
questions like “How did you come to work at Microsoft”. His reply was “By starting
at the bottom and getting Diet Coke for all the executives”.
The students shared the work they have been doing with the Microsoft Antarctica
project. The students finished the session by asking him to ask questions of the
next school he was to visit. One of the questions was “What are the students doing
for lunch today”. The students were able to spend 15 minutes with Anthony. An
amazing opportunity.

R13
R14.Madison V.
R15 Room 15

Evan G.

R16 Wairua C.

Savannah E.

R17 .Jaxen H.

Cooper R.

R18 Tyler A.

Nakita T.

R19 Isabel N.

Callen t.

R20 Ondre C.

Ryan W.

R21 Jasmin P.

Holland V.

R22 Coltin R.

Room 22

R23 Toby W.

Madelline E.

R24 Faamaoni

Tessa U.

R25 Jackson K.

Alice P.

R26 Debra P.

Marnie T.

Well done to all those students who achieved 100% attendance for Term 4. These students received special
certificates today. Only students who are here both the morning and afternoon of every day, and are not late
more than 3 times , receive a certificate.
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