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MATARIKI SHARING DAY FRIDAY 

This Friday, 10 June, the students will spend 

the whole day participating in activities on the 

topic of Matariki.  They will be involved in 

arts and crafts, dance and song, drama and 

many other activities. The students will be 

divided into Whanau groups and they will 

have the opportunity to rotate to more than 

one activity. 

Parents will help teachers to run the activities 

and will be coming along for the day.  If you 

have not put your name down to help and you 

would like to come along to assist then we 

would love to hear from you. If you have a 

particular skill in Maori arts and crafts to 

share we would also like to hear from you. We 

will also need help with the BBQs as there is a 

sausage sizzle at lunchtime where every child 

who would like a free sausage will get one - 

that’s 700 sausages to cook! 

IT’S LATE BUT NOW IT’S HERE 

The trees have been fooled into keeping hold of their leaves and students still 

have short sleeves. Winter is finally here however so it is important that we 

all stay healthy. Many students come down with colds and flu over winter. 

The close confines that we are sometimes forced to stay in can help viruses 

spread quickly. Although it is important not to miss any school it is 

important for students to remain at home when they are sick so that we don’t 

make other students, and staff, sick. 

Keeping up a healthy, balanced diet with plenty of fruit and vegetables will 

help to ward off illness. 

NADIAH’S CREATION SELECTED TO 

BE MAYOR OF NIGHT ZOOKEEPER 

Several classes are part of 

the international writing 

programme Night Zookeeper. 

Of the 100,000 participants 

every year one student is 

chosen as mayor, or rather, 

their character creation is 

chosen for mayor. 

It was wonderful news to 

hear that Nadiah from Room 

8 and her character Professor Cheese Face 

have been selected to represent the world. 

Her submission can be read on page 4 of this 

newsletter. 

Great job Nadiah! 

NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS DAY INSPIRES STUDENTS 

On Thursday 26 June the 12 Opaheke School Councillors travelled to NYLD at 

the Vodafone Events Centre in Manukau. They were joined by several 

thousand other student leaders from across Auckland. During the day they 

heard inspiring talks by New Zealanders who overcame difficult personal 

challenges or challenged themselves to achieve amazing things and who have 

made a significant difference to the lives of others. 

The day was mixed with music from the lead singer of the band, Avalanche 

City and a variety of games. 

Thanks to Mr Rob John-Andrews for helping out on the day. Here is an account 

from one of the students: Billy Graham (NZ Boxer and Motivational Speaker) 

Billy inspired me because he wouldn't give up in what he was doing. He also 

would try anything to be better than people that don’t try. (Campbell) SAMOAN LANGUAGE 

Samoan Language Week was last 

week. This was a great opportunity 

to celebrate all things Samoan—including our 

wonderful Samoan students and staff.  

Many of the classes participated in Samoan 

activities and used the language throughout the 

week. 

WELCOME TO NEW TEACHER AIDE 

I would like to warmly welcome Mrs Jo Bertram 

who has joined our team. Jo will assist students in 

the learning. Jo has children who had their 

primary schooling at Opaheke School and are now 

at Rosehill College.  
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Opaheke School Netball Results   
DATE: 21/5/16 

Opaheke Magic vs Hillpark B won 7-2 Players of the Day Andrew O. and Nikki J. 

 

DATE: 28/5/16 

Opaheke Stars vs Royals Taimana lost 8-3 Player of the day - Charlotte E. 

Opaheke Magic vs TG Hibiscus won 18-0 Players of the day—Addison T. and Kailah M. 

Opaheke Storm vs Alfriston won 13-1 Player of the day—Lilly A. 

Opaheke Diamonds vs Alfriston Pink  lost 11-17  Player of the day – Charlie H 

SPARE CLOTHES:  with wet weather now here to stay we are running out of spare clothes for children to wear 

if they slip over or get wet. We encourage all children, especially our Juniors to have a change of clothes in 

their school bags. We would appreciate any donations of shorts or track pants especially in smaller sizes to 

keep for emergency clothing. If you have some you could send along please drop them off at the school office.  

CISV MINICAMP 

REGISTRATIONS CLOSING 

The final day for registering for the 

next Children’s International 

Summer Villages minicamp in 

Hunua is 14 June. The camp runs 

from Friday evening 17 June to 

Sunday afternoon 19 June. Those 

who play Saturday sport can come out after their 

sports. 

For a registration form see the school office. 

BOT ELECTION RESULT 

ANNOUNCED FRIDAY 

AFTERNOON 

On Friday 10 June the Board of Trustees 

members for the next 3 years take office. 

I would like to thank all current members of the Board 

of Trustees for their service to the school over the last 3 

years and particularly for their support of me over the 

last two and a half years since starting at the school. 

We are all grateful for their dedication, guidance and 

astute governance. For those who are not part of the 

next Board, know that you have made a real difference 

to the positive direction the school is heading. 

We are also pleased to announce that Mrs Glennis 

Williams was proclaimed the Staff Representative of 

the Board. Glennis has held this position since 2007. 

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS  REMOTE CONTROL DAY  

TUESDAY 14 JUNE 

Bring along your remote cars, helicopters and planes. 

The school councillors will run special sessions with competitions. 

$2 to bring your remote control vehicle and extra 50c to enter the 

competitions.  

Sorry—no water 

based vehicles as 

the pool is closed. 

Note that children 

must be 

responsible for the 

care and safety of 

their vehicle which 

is to be kept in 

their classroom. 

SCHOOL WELCOMES VISITORS 

It is important to inform parents that the school is 

receiving many visitors to the school. These visitors are 

mainly teachers and principals from other schools who 

hear  about the amazing learning occurring at our 

school. 

This week we had 8 teachers from Glen Eden 

Intermediate School looking mainly at flexible learning 

spaces and collaborative learning for Year 7 and 8 

students.  

On Thursday executives from Microsoft and Hapara 

will visit to introduce a new product which we will be 

one of the two pilot schools for. 

Next week we will have Principals from the Central 

Plateaux Principals Association to see the work we are 

doing as a Microsoft Showcase School. 

The visits help our students to discuss their learning in 

a confident and knowledgeable manner.  
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MY FRIENDS DOT COM 

Last week students in year 5 - 8 attended a 

live performance of My Friends Dot 

Com presented by the Perform Musicals 

team. The show told the stories of Emma, 

who arrived at a new school facing new 

friendship groups, and Dylan who was 

spending more time away in his room on the 

computer. They both discovered how the 

anonymous cyber world could impact their 

lives. The performance illustrated practical 

skills to be safe, responsible digital citizens 

and provided strategies to identify and tackle 

cyber bullying.  

“At the Cyber Safety Show I learned many 

reasons how to keep safe on the internet and 

social media. I think the main reason is 

to make sure you know the person that you 

add. Next time if I come across someone who 

is being mean I will tell someone who I trust 

or call the kids line if I don’t feel comfortable.”

   Brooke R7 

 

“Some things I will do better with technology 

and social media are... 

 I won't accept friend requests of people I 

don't know 

 Ignore the people who bully or be nasty 

to me on social medias 

 I will talk to someone if the problem gets 

more worse 

 I won't give random people my personal 

details 

If any of my close friends are people getting 

cyber bullied I will help them and stand up for 

them”      

   Stella R7 

PARENT CYBERSAFETY EVENING PROVES VALUABLE 

A number of parents attended the ‘Managing your Child’s Device’ 

evening hosted by Associate Principal, Mrs Nikkie Laing, on 

Wednesday 25 May. Most parents were unaware that the operating 

system on their child’s laptop has a number of safety features. 

Features such as setting time fames on the device, limiting the 

amount of time or the time of night your child can use the device. 

Another feature is easily being able to see sites your child visits or 

limiting what web sites they can visit. At the end of the day we want 

our students to be responsible digital citizens. Having open lines of 

communication with your child and the use of their device at home is 

important in keeping them safe.  

Be sure not to miss the next evening. 
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Room 15—Year 1 
 

Junior Assembly. 

What we can do on the  
Playground. 

Handwriting  

Principal stickers for some hard  
working people. Our Mountain. 
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Professor Cheeseface for Mayor! 
Author:  Maddyoscar1(Nadiah) 

 

 

NEWS 
From MiddleEarth 

Aka Room 8—Year 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2, 

Week 6 
 

      

Mayor of NightZoo from New Zealand – Winning Manifesto   Notes to share 

Professor Cheeseface is a mouse that can 

make a change. He opened a cheese making 

business and a music club. Cheeseface is 

currently 32 years in age and was born on the 

17 of December, 1984 He likes all kinds of 

animals, even monkeys. He promises he will 

make the Night Zoo better for everyone to live 

in. Professor Cheeseface has a little bit of an 

electricity spark in his tail, so you might want 

to take a step back from that. His campaign 

contains a Pig named Porky, Cheeseface's 

personal assistant, members of his Music 

club, Cheese business and many others. 

 

PROF. CHEESEFACE'S MANIFESTO: 

"As a skilled Professor, I promise to all the 

residents of the Night Zoo, to have my mind 

flow with creativity, to get all my work done, 

and many other things." Says E.J.  

Cheeseface. "If I was Mayor of the Night Zoo, 

I would do everything in my power to cease 

the war between us and The Lord of Nulth 

because that war is HORRIBLE." 

WHY DOES CHEESEFACE WANT TO  

BECOME MAYOR? 

 

Professor Cheeseface wants to become  

president because he wants to help and be 

kind. He was raised to think that there were 

only good animals in the Night Zoo to protect 

him, but actually, there was The Lord of 

Nulth. He has wanted to stop The Lord of 

Nulth ever since his voids took away his 

parents. Prof. Cheeseface also wants to take 

suggestions from his animal friends and 

make the Night Zoo a better place for 

everyone, so put in the comments what you 

would like to see from Professor Earl Jan  

Cheeseface. VOTE FOR PROFESSOR  

CHEESEFACE PLEASE. 

 

Green 
Author:  Shanisha123(Tanisha) 

Green is so important . 

Because we see it all around . 
It's up very high on the trees. 

And on the grass that is on the ground . 

Green is the colour of plants that grow . 

 

It's also the colour of Brussel sprouts . 

That I refuse to put them in my mouth. 

Green is on the traffic light. 

When cars can go . 

All the green disappears when it starts to 

snow . 

 

The most important thing about the colour 

green . 

Is because of my mother . 

No she is not green .  

It is her favorite colour. 

 

Thank you to the PTA  
and Mr Valvoi 

Room 8 would like to acknowledge and thank the 
PTA for funding the Night Zookeeper website  

subscription.  We would also like to thank Mr Valvoi 
and the rest of the teaching staff for supporting our 
request to have the opportunity to work on this site.  

We love it!  

 

How The Night 
Zoo has impacted 
our writing  
Quotes from two Night Zoo Accounts 

How has night zookeeper helped me in my 

writing? Well The Night Zoo has helped 

me in my writing ability a lot. It has 

helped me to use adjectives, verbs and 

adverbs.  I've even been started use 

similes in my writing too.  I've had so 

much fun working as a team with my class 

mates, doing teamwork and showing them 

my stories.    Riley-Peter 

 
At the start of the year writing for me was 

not fun.  I did not like it because it was so 

boring.  Plus, it was not as fun as I 

thought it would be, it sucked a lot.  In 

writing I did less because it was not 

encouraging. Also it was hard to write for 

a long time. After night zookeeper I find 

writing fun, awesome and  

encouraging.  I can write for a long time 

and it is in encouraging for me and all of 

room8 plus other classes like night 

zookeeper a lot.    Shehanei                                  
 

Learning in Term 2 
This term we are learning about ecology and the 
impact of natural and man-made events on our 
environment.  We have celebrated Samoan 
Language Week and this week we are 
celebrating Matariki.  Later this term we are 
looking forward to celebrating Te Wiki O Te Reo 
Maori or Maori Language Week.  Kia Kaha! 
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Upcoming Events 

Thu 9 June  BOT Elections Counted 

Fri 10 June  Matariki Sharing Day 

Mon 13 June ICAS Writing Test 

Tues 14 June Remote Control Day 

Wed 15 June  PTA Meeting 7pm Staffroom 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2016 

Term 2: Monday 2 May—Friday 8 July (Queens Birthday: Monday 6 June) 

Term 3: Monday 25 July—Friday 23 September  

Term 4: Monday 10 October—Friday 16 December (Labour Day: Monday 24 October) 

Assembly Certificates:  

Teamwork 

30 May  

R1 Nathan S.  

R2 Kirsty O.  

R3 Tamsin U.  

R4 Abby F.  

R5 Kayla S.  

R6 Dharma W.  

R7 Taylor C.  

R8 .  

R9 Emma C.  

R10 Grace P.  

R11 Sebastian E.  

R12 Hanna M.  

R13 Thiwa T.  

R14  Ciara N.  

R15 Maarlen T.  

R16 Katie W.  

R17 Jordan P.  

R19 Callen T.  

R20 Cecilia L.  

R21 Harnoor B.  

R22  Danielle G.  

R23 Caitlyn K.  

R24 Khan C.  

R25   

R26 Jasmin P.  

Teamwork (This is the focus 

for STAR Certificates this term) 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to new students at school: Oscar F. R14, Phoebe S. R15,  

Jack W. R23, Angus W. R11, Lilianne O. R7, Parneet K. R13 

Class/Netball Teams/Councillor photographs 

have all been taken today. 

Anyone wanting to place an order after today 

will need to contact Photolife Studios on Ph:  

(09) 262 1040 directly.   

 

REMINDER 

With the introduction of EFTPOS there is a 

huge reduction in the amount of money 

received in the office.  We ask that parents 

organise change for items they wish to 

purchase themselves.   
 

School lunches are organised by the PTA and 

offered by Subway so if you are ordering a 

lunch for your child please make sure you 

have the correct money.  We do not enjoy 

turning parents and children away. Thanks 

for your co-operation in this matter. 

We have a variety of teachers 

desks and whiteboard cabinets 

that we no longer need in  

classrooms. We are happy to 

take any reasonable offers for 

these furniture items. If you 

would like to come and 

view/pick them up please 

phone the office.  

A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT BIRTHDAYS 

We ask that parents do not keep their children away from school on 

their birthday. Children should only be off school for illness and 

bereavement. All other student leave from school must gain prior 

approval from the Principal.  

The students who are at school on their birthday receive a small gift, a 

card and a visit from the Principal. This includes all those students 

who have a birthday in the weekend or in the holidays.  These 

students will receive their gift the last school day before their 

birthday. 


