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WELCOME BACK 
 

I would like to welcome you all back to a new year of school. Fortunately the 

transition back into school this year was much smoother for parents and 

students.  I was so impressed to see how settled all the children were, 

everyone in their classes by 8.30am on the first day. 

A warm welcome to our new students and their families. Opaheke School is a 

large school but it doesn’t take long to meet other people and for the children 

to make new friends. The Family Fun Night on 15 February is a great way to 

learn more about the school and meet others. 

I am very excited about the year ahead and the ways we will be linking 

different aspects of our learning over the last three years into this year.  Staff 

came back to work the week before the students to receive professional 

learning from leaders in the field of Visible Learning and SOLO.  These 

leaders were invited over from Australia by us. Soon you will start hearing 

about lower order and higher order thinking. 

It certainly is a privilege to be Principal of such a wonderful school with well 

mannered and friendly students, staff who are committed to students growth 

and a parent community who are so supportive and work in partnership with 

the school. Opaheke School has traditional values and customs and yet leads 

the education sector in innovative and progressive learning for all its students. 

I look forward to meeting many more of you soon. 

WELCOME NEW STAFF 

I would like to welcome two new staff to the school. Mrs Louana McCormack who is 

head of the Library. The library will undergo some changes and Louana will be at the 

forefront of leading these changes later in the year. 

We had to say farewell to Mrs Janelle Wood, the teacher of German Language last 

year. We decided to take the opportunity to introduce a different language this year. 

Ms Carol Shang will be the new teacher of Mandarin. This is in addition to Spanish, 

NZ Sign Language and Te Reo Maori which are also offered as specialist subjects at the 

Year 7 and 8 level. Languages, along with Technology will begin in Week 3 on Monday, 

13 February. 

THANK YOU 

I would like to say thank you to 

Keith and Leona Buchan for the 

donation of hi-viz vests for our 

parents to use when they are out on 

road patrol.  The addition of these 

vests will help make our parents 

more visible. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

The third annual Family Fun Night 

will be next week on Wednesday 15 

February. Students will show 

parents their classroom and 

introduce parents to their teacher. 

At 6.30pm I will introduce all the 

school staff and then students will 

run activities for everyone. The PTA 

will sell some food and parents will 

be able to picnic around the field.  It 

is a great way for new families to 

connect. The evening concludes with 

lolly scrambles just before 8pm. We 

would like to see all students and 

families attend this, one of our 

largest Term 1 events.       

     (Further information inside) 

STAY CONNECTED—INSTALL TODAY 

Updated school information is on the PTC app. You will also get instant 

notification of things like cancellations and we will shortly introduce the 

text absence function. Notices will also be placed on the app later this year. 

For those used to using the app you will notice an improved change to the 

format. 

DRESS CODE 

For those wishing to find 

details about the school dress 

code we have placed this on 

the front page of the website 

for the next month.  

(Y5-8 Sports Uniform pictured above) 
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PARENT HELP  

ROAD PATROL - we have no helpers for our road crossing on the following days (mornings from 8am until 8.20 am 

and afternoons 2.30pm until 2.45pm).  Our road patrollers cannot operate without adult supervision. If you can spare 20 

minutes once a week could you please contact the school office urgently. 

 

Tuesday Opaheke Road Morning - Wednesday Opaheke Road Morning  - Tuesday Opaheke Road Afternoon  

Friday Tasman Drive Morning  

 

With the start of the new school year we also need to get our rosters organised for helpers with the school lunches. Can 

you help with processing the orders on either a Tuesday morning or Friday morning from 8.30am in the staff room (you 

can bring your pre-schooler with you if you want) – it usually takes around an hour and if we have enough helpers you 

are only rostered on 2-3 times a term (you can be on as often as you like!). Or, if you can help with the lunch 

distribution from 11.30am on Tuesdays or Fridays for about half an hour then we want to hear from you. Many hands 

make light work folks so if you have some spare time to volunteer to the school we would love to hear from you – just 

CONCEPT:  

I am ready to make 

my first attempt at 

learning something 

new. 

 CHALLENGE: 

It isn’t as easy as I 

thought. I keep finding 

problems with my first 

answer/ first attempt. 

Maybe it’s not as easy as I 

thought.  

Congratulations: You are 

now on the learning 

climb up the mountain.  

COGNITIVE CONFLICT:  

There are so many things to 

consider. It’s confusing! I feel 

like giving up but I won’t. 

CONSTRUCT: 

I’m starting to make sense of 

it all. It feels great to have a 

better answer/ solution/idea. 

It’s starting to make sense to 

me  but I’m still having to 

work hard at it.   

CONSIDER: 

This is where I reflect 

and think about my 

thinking. What did I 

learn climbing the 

mountain? How can I 

apply this learning to 

other contexts? What 

could I do differently for 

an even better outcome?  

What will my next 

challenge be?  

 

EUREKA!  

Wow! That 

was great! 

Now I feel 

like I 

understand 

it. I can do 

this.  

Congratulations: You have 

conquered one more challenge 

and are ready to begin the next. 

The Learning 
Climb 

The student learning 
journey at Opaheke 
School is represented 
by climbing a 
mountain. Each student 
belongs to a Mountain 
based on his or her 
class and year. A 
common language is 
used to describe the 
challenge of climbing 
the mountain just as 
we are faced with 
challenges in our 
learning. There is not 
always one clear route 
to climb the mountain, 
but many routes. Often 
we may need to back 
track or we may 
stumble or get stuck. 
We may also need the 
assistance of a fellow 
climber or mountain 
guide. However the 
summit is always 
clearly in site and is the 
main goal. 

Students begin to 
understand that they 
need to use the 
Learning Dispositions, 
the characteristics and 
values of a good 
learner at Opaheke 
School, in order to 
achieve a learning 
challenge. 
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 Students must 

show their parents 

inside their classes 

6pm to 6.30pm  

 6.40pm Short talk 

by Mr Valvoi on the 

courts. 

 7pm—Sports 

games, dinner,  

   Tug o War 

Family Fun Night!! 
 

Next Wednesday 15 February  

6pm—8pm, Opaheke School 

 

We would love to see all children and 

their families attend this very important 

and fun event. 

Tug o’ War 

Bring a Picnic Dinner 

LOLLY  

SCRAMBLE 



 

Room 7 and 8, 2016 

Wai Water Project 
A global collaboration between 9 schools from 6 continents to learn more about the United Nations  

sustainable development goal for water. 

 

Week One: Learning about our waterways  

More than 1.2 billion 

people lack access to 
clean drinking water.  
 

Year 6 students from 

Rooms 7 and 8  worked 

on a series of tasks 

designed to increase our  

understanding of  water 

shortages, water pollution 
and the health benefits of 

water  
 

Week One: Waterways in 

our own Countries  

 We began by sharing 

some of the beautiful 
waterways we have in 

New Zealand. 

 We worked in pairs to 

create a slide for our 

Office Mix presentation. 

Narrating each slide to 

share interesting facts. 

 We also took some time 

to learn about copyright 

and how we should use 

images fairly. 

 

Week Two: Water in our 

environment.  

 We started by looking 

at work other schools 

had done. We loved 

seeing beautiful 

waterways from all over 

the world.  

 We researched ways we 

use water in industry, 

farming and for  

recreational purposes. 

 Some students shared 

the ways water feature 

in our unique Maori 
myths and legends. 

 

 

 

 

Taking a break 

to view the 

work of our 

global  

Classmates. 

Week Two: Water in our environment   

“I want to use 

this image but 

I’m not sure I 

have permission. 

What else can I 

do?” 

- Josh B 

 

“I need to summarise this  

research so it’s in my own words” 

- Brooke 



Our IDEA lab is a  

makerspace; a place 

where we can gather 

to create, invent, design 

and learn. 

Robot Races - last week we has our first robot race. Drive, turn and return.  

Lots of laughs, tons of failures, not a lot of winning and so much learning! 

 

 

 

Week Three: Conserving  
Water 

 We made our very first 

infographics with Canva. 

 We thought carefully 

about our designs.  

Making sure we didn’t 
use too much text and 

that our graphics were  

relevant. 

 We spent a lot of time 

making sure our  

message was clear.  

 

 

 

Week 4: Water Quality  

 This week we researched 

where our drinking water 

comes from.  

 Some of us went on to 

investigate dams, others 

how our water is treated 

before it is piped into our 

homes. 

 One group spent time 

learning about water 

bores and aquifers.  

 

 

We learned so much from 

our research and each  

other! 

Week Three: Saving our water  

Week Four: Water quality   

Participating countries: Argentina, Belgium, India, Israel, New Zealand, Nigeria, South Africa and the United States  

 

 

“I like this as a 

background, it will 

remind my  

audience of water” 

- Hannah 

Collecting water 

samples at camp. 
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Teamwork (This is the focus for 

STAR Certificates this term) 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 12 Feb  Weetbix Tryathlon, Pt England Reserve, Pt England. 

 

Monday 13 Feb Year 7 and 8 Technology and Languages start 
 

Tuesday 14 Feb BOT Meeting 7pm 
 

Wednesday 15 Feb FAMILY FUN NIGHT 6pm—8pm  

   (Save Day 22 Feb) 
 

Thursday 24 Feb School Councillor Application Deadline 
 

Monday 27 Feb Walking School Bus Week 
 

Tuesday 28 Feb Yr 7 EOTC Week, Yr 8 Camp - Camp Adair 
 

Tuesday 7 March Counties Zone Softball (Save day 9 March)  

 

 

 

 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2017 
Term 1: 1 February—13 April 
Term 2: 1 May—7 July 
Term 3: 24 July—29 September 
Term 4: 16 October—14 December 

Drury Junior Rugby Registrations for 2017: 10 Tui Street, Drury (behind the Mobil Petrol Station on the 

Great South Road).  

Registration Dates: Wed 22nd Feb & Fri 3 March (3.30pm – 6.30pm) 

Club Muster Fri 17th March (5.30pm – 8.00pm). Registration Fee: $60.00 per child. $55.00 per child if 

registering more than 1 child.  

Contacts: 

Karen Cunningham: 021 763337 rodkaren@clear.net.nz  

Bethany Cantwell: 027 2384390 bethany@truckingrelief.co.nz 

Papakura Football Club reminds you that you can register  to play this year  by visiting 

papakuracityfc.org.nz. Ages from 5 year olds and up. Some year groups have grading coming up next week so 

Papakura Music School is a local music school for  pr imary and intermediate children, par t funded by the 

Ministry of Education – parents contribution for the year is $120.00. It operates out of Papakura Intermediate 

(Mansell Senior School).  The school has an Enrolment/Open Day on the 11th February from 9am to 11am taking 

students for the 2017 year. http://www.papakuramusicschool.org.nz/ 

Most instruments can be hired from the school for $80.00 per year, and the school sells books needed for the 

A warm welcome to the following 

students who had their first day of school 

last week: 

David F., Jye M., Mikayla M., Connor 

W., Brooklyn M., Kyle K., Ruby E., 

Alexander C., Ashlyn T., Taylor F., Eisha 

M., Axton F., Jack H., Hemi S., Ayla D., 

Wyatt H., Odin K., Tylah M., Liberty M., 

Isabella M., Alex B., Josua T., Arian T., 

Harleen G., Jokarn R., Triston R., 

Don’t forget to 

wear your shoes 

arriving and 

leaving school 


