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Thank you to all the children who are punctual for school.  

Please ensure your child is in school for 8:25am. The side gates will be 
closed at this time. We encourage punctuality in order for students to 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 1, 2018 

Wednesday 7 February, 2018 

A GREAT START TO 2018 

Welcome back to another fantastic year at Opaheke 

School. I hope you all had a great break over the 

summer and managed to get out and about in the 

amazing weather we had. 

Over the last few days I have paid a visit to every 

class and have been very impressed to see how 

quickly classes have settled and got back into the 

routine of learning. I discussed with the students how 

they were challenge takers over the holidays and 

many shared some very impressive excursions. I also 

discussed the revised school rules, what they are and 

why we have them. School rules will now be more 

visible throughout the school. Finally I asked the 

students what their focus for learning would be this 

term. For some they acknowledged the fact that they 

only managed to climb half way up their mountain last 

year. 

A warm welcome to new students and families to 

Opaheke School. On Thursday 15 February we are 

having a Family Fun Night. This is an opportunity to 

meet your child’s teacher, have a picnic on the field 

and join in the various sports activities organised by 

students. This night is a good opportunity for new 

families to meet others. 

I know that this year is going to be a positive one for 

students where we can all share in celebrations and 

achievements. 

 FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

6PM THURSDAY 15 FEBRUARY 

(Save day Wednesday 21 February) 

Further details are included in this newsletter 

 

    

SUN SAFETY 
February is one of the 

hottest and sunniest 

months of the year. 

It’s important that children 

come prepared with cool 

clothing and have a 

school hat. We have some 

sunscreen at school but 

we advise students bring 

a small personal bottle 

which can be applied  

before going outside. It is 

also a good idea for the 

students to wear Sunsafe 

sunglasses. 
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Congratulations to 
Alyssa A. & Harleen G. 
2017 ICAS Medals for 
Writing.  These girls 
were in the top 1% of  
students in Australasia 
sitting this exam. 

Small Change 

In response to the request from students and teachers we have made a small change to the bells. 

Morning Tea is now 10 minutes longer (10am—10.30am) with the first 10 minutes supervised 

eating. Lunchtime begins at 12pm and lunch eating begins at 12.35 and finishes at 12.50pm. 

Eating times of 10 minutes for morning tea and 15 minutes for lunch is in line with most schools 

in Papakura (the majority of schools only allow 10 minutes for lunch). 

It is always hard to please everyone but feel free to approach your child’s teacher who can be 

responsive to individual needs. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

As reported in the news, social media sites, such as 
facebook, twitter, have been in the spotlight lately. 

The school acknowledges that social media can be 

an effective communication tool between the 
school, parents and learners when used 

appropriately. 

 

 

While we teach students digital citizenship in 

school we also rely upon parents to be good role 

models in this respect. 
 

We would appreciate that parents follow the 
school policy regarding complaints which should 

be addressed directly with the school. 
 

Just as we advise parents to contact netsafe with 

regards to online bullying the school also 

communicates with netsafe. In 2015  The Harmful 
Digital Communications Act 2015 came into effect 

and tackles some of the ways people use 

technology to hurt others. Individuals or 
organisations can report to netsafe incidents of 

online bullying, harassment and other forms of 

abuse and intimidation.  
 

The school Facebook page, primarily managed by 
the PTA, is the one facebook page that the school 

recognises and encourages parents to use. It has 

accurate information regarding the school. 
You can find us here: 

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP 

Opaheke School believes in a Digital Citizenship 

model for supporting safe and responsible use of 

the internet in teaching and learning.  An 

important part of this is that we are able to show 

others what that responsible use looks like while 

we are using technology in our learning. 

We think a good digital citizen is someone who; 

• is a confident and capable user of ICT 

• will use ICT for learning and other activities  

• will think carefully about whether the 

information they see online is true 

• will be able to speak the language of digital 

technologies 

• understands that they may experience 

problems when using technology but can 

deal with them 

• will always use ICT to communicate with 

others in positive ways  

• will be honest and fair in all of their actions 

using ICT  

• will always respect people’s privacy and 

freedom of speech online 

• will help others to become a better digital 

citizen 

  

We are in search of a new Executive Officer / Principal’s PA. See 

the home page of the school website. 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2015/0063/latest/whole.html
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2015/0063/latest/whole.html
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 Welcome to New Staff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wehi ana ki te Atua 

e honore Te Kingi Tuheitia me 

ngā Kahui ariki whanau 

Tēnā  koutou  
 

Mihi atu ki ngā mate 

haere atu ra 

haere, haere, haere 
 

Mihi nui ki ngā hunga ora 

ngā  whanau mā  me ngā  kura 

mahita ma o te kura o Opaheke 

Tēnā  koutou 
 

No Te Whānau-ā-Apanui me 

Tainui ahau 

Ko Marcus Oxenham tōku ingoa 

 

My name is Marcus Oxenham. 

I wish to thank everybody for the 

wonderful welcome to Opaheke. 

I am a father of seven children 

whose ages ranging from 6 to 26. 

I enjoy rugby, cricket, horse 

riding, fishing, camping, 

and kapa haka. 
 

I am really grateful for the 

opportunity to be teaching in 

your marvelous school and 

especially look forward to 

building up many fabulous 

relationships with staff, students, 

and parents. 
 

Looking forward to meeting you 

all. 
 

Naku noa 

Hi, my name is Sharron Francis. This year I am 

excited to be teaching in the junior school area 

in Room 15. I  have four children; Sonjia, Dion, 

Keanu and Teia (1 girl & 3 boys). Originally hailing 

from the South Island we made the move to 

Auckland 5 years ago to be with our adult children 

and our four grandchildren; Evangeline, Max, 

Aurelia-Jean and Luke.  This is my 8th year of 

teaching but in different capacities. I have enjoyed 

full and part time work over the years including 

group work and net testing.  This allowed me to get 

to know children in all areas of school. Part time 

allowed me to work at a dance school teaching ballet 

and jazz which is my passion and also teaching for 

a year at Kip McGrath. Before deciding to become a 

school teacher I was the principal of my Jazz 

dancing school focussing on the American Jazz 

Dance International syllabus (A.J.D.A.). I love 

family time, bootcamp and PT, 

reading, camping and going for 

early morning walks. I have 

already been warmly welcomed by 

my new Opaheke family. Thanks 

for making this a happy transition 

time for me. I look forward to 

teaching and sharing with the 

children of Room 15. 

Olivia Willett: I have been teaching for 19 years. In this time I have taught across 

years 1-8 as well as being a specialist PE teacher for a year. 

I have a Bachelor of Education and Diploma of Teaching.  I have 2 children, one at 

college and the other at Opaheke School.  I am passionate about exercise and have 

competed as an amateur body builder since 2014. In my spare time I enjoy spending 

time with family, working out, surfing and fishing. 
 

Ko Tahu Ahi tōku maunga, Ko Wairewa tōku, awa, Ko Tākitimu tōku waka, Ko Ngāi 

Tahu tōku iwi, Ko Te Mako tōku marae, Ko Olivia tōku ingoa. Tenā koutou, tenā 

tatou katōa. 

Kia Ora,   

My name Shevone Kumar and I'm teaching in the junior hub this year.  This 

is my second as a teacher. I appreciate the incredible impact that teachers have 

on the lives of young people. I know that teachers provide skills and knowledge 

used by young people throughout life. Therefore, as a teacher, my greatest aim 

is to be a role model. I want to cultivate open minds, the knowledge and ability 

to look at the world critically, and students’ belief in their own capacity to 

make positive contributions to society.  

We have number of new teachers who have joined our team at Opaheke School. I asked them to say a few words of introduction 

and here is what they wrote:     (Introduction of  Language Teachers in the next newsletter) 

Kia Ora everyone! My name is Rachel 

Leader and I have been 

made to feel very welcome 

by the Opaheke School 

community so far this 

year. I have been teaching 

for 6 years and I am very 

excited to be working 

alongside you and your 

children. I have lived in Papakura with 

my partner for 5 yrs and we have a 3 yr 

old daughter. I enjoy listening to music, 

spending time with my family and 

enjoying a good book in the sunshine. I 

set high expectations of my students and 

it is my hope that this year they will 

develop the courage believe in 

themselves and take risks in their 

learning and everyday life. Let’s do this! 

Kia ora, my name is Dylan Marshall - the 

latest teacher to join the Senior Hub in my 

eighth year of 

teaching. After 

growing up in 

Bucklands Beach 

and moving to 

Papakura, I have 

traded the beauty 

of the beaches for 

the beauty of farm 

land. I have 

recently returned to 

New Zealand after 

teaching for a 

couple of years in 

Singapore. Outside of work my wife and I 

attend church. My favourite sport to play is 

soccer and I will also be watching with high 

hopes for Bayern Munich in the Champions 

League this season. It is a pleasure to now 

be a part of the Opaheke team. The Year 7 

and 8 students seem fired up for a 

successful year ahead and so I have high 

hopes for the year and look forward to 

meeting more of you as time goes on.  

Kia Ora,  I'm Emma Henry. Before coming to Opaheke School I was 

teaching at Papatoetoe East Primary. My husband and I moved to Papakura 

in March 2015.  We have two children, a boy and a girl, aged 6 and 

18 months and at the beginning of this year we adopted a puppy, which I am 

beginning to realise is just like having another child.  This year I have also 

begun my postgraduate study in Counselling.  When I am not 

teaching, studying or training a puppy I like to spend time with my family, 

whether it be at the beach, going for walks, reading books or watching 

Disney movies with my children.  During my first year at Opaheke School I hope to learn 

just as much from my students as they learn from me.  If you see me around the school please 

come and say hello!           

My name is Anna Noy and I am really glad to be at Opaheke School 

and returning to the classroom. I started teaching 18 years ago, and 

have recently finished a contract with Scholastic Books as their 

Education Manager. I am a passionate reader, and enjoy sharing my 

love of books with students and other teachers. I am looking forward 

to working with the Mathex team this year. In my spare time, I love 

walking my two greyhounds, Ted and Lilly, and going for bush 

walks. I also go orienteering and playing badminton.  
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Prize Giving 2017 
Our annual prize giving was held on Thursday evening, 

December 8th. Thanks to all who attended to 

acknowledge the many achievements and successes of 

our amazing students.  

 

.  

Matthew D - Warren McDowell Memorial Cup (Joint Winner)  

Les Fleming Cup,  Head Boy  

Samuel J - Robinson Family Cup 

Tom P - Principal’s Award  

Campbell M - Warren McDowell Cup  (Joint Winner)  

Talia M - John Family Cup  

Fazeel Q - Dispositions Trophy 

Rachael B - Dux Award 

Leighton C - Dux Runner Up (Joint) Award,  Olivia P - Dux Runner Up (Joint) Award,  

Machlanchlan Family Cup , Head Girl  
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We extend our warmest congratulations to our 2017 Trophy Winners, Head Boy and Head Girl and their families. 
We also would like to acknowledge the achievements of: 

Our technology prize winners: Hard Materials - Amy N, Fazeel Q, Multi Materials - Mikaya M, Jonathan M,  

Digital Technology - Riley—Peter B-C, Rachel B, Food Technology - Scarlett O, Rachel S 
And our School Councillors: Lily A, Rachael B, Timothy B, Leighton C, Xachary D, Kenzie D, Binnaa D  

  

Paris M— Rountree Whanau Award  

Langauges Cup—Paije L and Poppy R (Joint Winners)  Lara W - Nancy Betts Cup  

Hoani A-G - Pam Petherbridge Cup 

Kreighton Mataki—Lofroth Award (Joint Winner) Danielle Peterson —Lofroth Award  (Joint Winner)  

Kaylee Nair  - Sandra Banks Memorial Cup Vidhishia W and Mahek K  - John Wallace Memorial Cup (Joint Winners)  
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OUR SCHOOL RULES 

Opaheke School has always had school rules and these change and adapt over time to keep in step with 

the school. This year we want to do a better job and communicating the rules to the students and 

parents—to make them more visible and to avoid any confusion or misunderstanding. 

The students know the the school has 5 main rules. They are: 

 

The students have been doing activities in their 

class to cover the rules and so far at assembly we 

have covered the first rule. 

In this weeks newsletter I will detail the first 

four rules and in the next newsletter the final 

rule.  

Again—these rules are more or less the same 

rules that have been in for the last 5 years. 

OUR SCHOOL RULES FOR ALL YEAR LEVELS 

 

We respect and care for others 

 

We have fun safely 

 

We show respect and care for all property and 

equipment 

 

We keep ourselves and others safe  

RULE 1: We respect and care for others 

How we show this-  

• We do what we’re asked when we’re asked by 

staff 

• We are kind to others 

• We speak respectfully and appropriately with 

others 

• We show good manners at all times 

• We use our initiative to help others 

• We listen carefully when others are talking 

• We allow others to learn 

• We are ready for class before the 8.25am bell 

RULE 2:  We have fun safely 

How we show this-  

• We use fair play in games 

• We keep objects and our hands and feet to 

ourselves  

• We are considerate to others in the classroom 

and playground 

• We follow playground rules 

• We play in the correct places 

• We respect the school environment and 

property e.g. fences, trees 

RULE 3: We show respect and care for  

           ALL property and equipment 

• How we show this-  

• We eat our own lunch, morning tea and drinks 

(we don’t share or swap) 

• We ask permission to use other people’s 

things 

• We keep out of other people’s property 

• We play appropriately and use all equipment 

the right way 

• We use initiative to care for all property (yours 

and others) 

RULE 4: We keep ourselves and others                                   

  safe 

• How we show this-  

• We use our initiative to seek help when 

required 

• We walk in and around buildings 

• We follow the instructions of the road patrols 

• We stay on the school grounds unless we 

have permission to leave 

• We stay out of the classrooms at interval and 

lunchtime unless our names are on the board 

• We stay out of the hall unless supervised 
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• Students can show 
their parents 
inside their 
classes from 6pm 
to 6.30pm  

• 6.40pm Short talk 
by Mr Valvoi on 
the courts. 

• 7pm - Sports 
games, dinner, 
Tug o War 

• 7.45pm Lolly 
Scramble 

Family Fun 
NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 15 February  
6pm—8pm, Opaheke School 

We would love to see all 
children and their families 
attend this very important 
event. 

   Tug o’ War 

Sausage Sizzle and 
Drinks available to 

purchase on the 
night 

Bring a Picnic LOLLY SCRAMBLE 

SAVE DAY IS WEDNESDAY 21 FEBRUARY. THOSE 
WITH THE APP WILL BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY 
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9 Feb  Y7/8 Swimming Trials 

13 Feb  Tryathlon Training 12pm 

14 Feb  Tryathlon Training 12pm 

14 Feb  PTA Meeting 7pm 

15 Feb  FAMILY FUN NIGHT 6PM (Save day 21 Feb) 

18 Feb  Weetbix Tryathlon 

19 Feb  School Councillor Applications Open (Close 23 Feb) 

20 Feb  BOT Meeting 7pm 

22 Feb  Y7/8 Vaccination Talks 

23 Feb  North Counties Swimming Sports Y7/8 

TERM DATES 2018 
Term 1—Wednesday 31 January to Friday 13 April   

(Easter—Fri 30 March to Tues 3 April) 

Term 2—Monday 30 April to Friday 6 July 

Term 3—Monday 23 July to Friday 28 September 

Term 4—Monday 15 October to Friday 14 December 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

   

R1 Tim  

R2 Te Rangatira  

R3 Charli  

R4 Nathan  

R5 Ellie  

R6 Nikita  

R7 Tylah-Mae  

R8 Kate-Lynn  

R9 Anthony  

R10 John  

R11 Tyler  

R17 Mikayla  

R21 Tai  

R22 Kaeo  

R23 Jckson  

R24 Korey  

R25 Alishba  

R26 Stanley-Kruz  

Jnr 

Hub 

Jasmine  

Snr 

Hub 

Nicole/Monson  

 

TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR 
Certificates this term 

Remember to wear 

your shoes arriving 

and leaving school 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES  PUBLIC NOTICES 

SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY 

PT ENGLAND RESERVE 

PT ENGLAND 

The Tryathlon is only 12 days away and for those who registered through the 

school for tryathlon we will have an optional 2 practices next week primarily to 

practice transitions and the will also be a briefing meeting on Thursday next 

week when we will give out shirts and other items. 

Optional Practice 1:  Tuesday 13 February at 12pm 

Optional Practice 2:  Wednesday 14 February at 12pm 

Compulsory Meeting:  Thursday 15 February at 12.50pm 

A note to those students registered will go out later this week. 

ROOM 9— Year 1 & 

2 students have 

been busy creating 

art works for the 

book they have 

been reading about 

Giraffes.  


