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Thank you to all the children who are punctual for school.  

Please ensure your child is in school for 8:25am. The side gates will be 
closed at this time. We encourage punctuality in order for students to 

be in and settled, ready for learning. 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 2, 2018 

Wednesday 21 February, 2018 

WONDERFUL WEETBIX TRYATHLON 

On Sunday 18 February, 50 students from Opaheke 

School woke very early to get to Pt England Reserve to 

compete in the Weetbix Tryathlon along with their 

parents and 3,000 other families. This is the fourth 

time that the school has competed as a team in the 

Weetbix Tryathlon and we had some students who 

have entered all four times.  

Some students did the event as an individual doing all 

three disciplines; swim, cycle and run. Others 

competed in a team of two, one doing the swim, the 

other doing the cycle and then both doing the run.  

The aim of the day was not to race other individuals or 

teams but more about participating, trying their best 

and pushing themselves to finish the event. 

At the end of this year we will be asking all students 

who will be 

seven or 

older if 

they would 

like to 

compete 

next year. 

 

More 

photos 

inside 

FAB FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

It was very fortunate that the date of 

Family Fun Night changed from the 

14th to the 15th as the weather was 

perfect on Thursday. Families found 

prime spots on the field under the 

trees to 

have their 

picnics. It 

was great 

to see 

many 

parents 

going to 

their child’s class to meet the teacher 

at the beginning of the evening.  

The PTA did a fantastic job of selling 

drinks, ice-creams and sausage 

sizzles which were popular with the 

crowds. 

The student sports leaders did a great 

job of running a range of sports 

games and activities throughout the 

night.  It became evident that we 

have a large number of students with 

leadership qualities this year. 

The night ended with a lolly scramble 

for each of the 4 mountains. 

YOU ARE INVITED… 

To attend the unveiling 

of a memorial seat in 

honour of local resident 

Leona McKenzie. 10am 

February 24th, Opaheke 

School back entrance. 

Leona McKenzie, Mrs Mac 

or Nan-nan, as she was 

known, was a fixture of our 

local community. For over 

30 years Leona championed 

children’s safety at 

Opaheke School, personally 

present almost every 

morning and afternoon to 

assist the children in 

crossing the road. Leona 

also attended 

Grandparents’ Day as a 

surrogate Grandmother for 

those who had none. Her 

giving heart and infectious 

positivity were an 

inspiration to all those who 

came in contact with her. 

 

STUDENTS RECEIVE SPECIALIST COACHING 
Callum Jude from Counties Cricket came into school on Wednesday 14th February to take the students for Cricket coaching. They 

also stayed out there at lunch time to play cricket with the older students. 

Andrew Dempster from Counties Football has also returned to school to give the students some specialist coaching for football 

(soccer) skills.  

These skills will become useful as the students compete against other schools in summer and winter sports field days. 
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.  Samuel J - Robin-

OUR SCHOOL RULES 

In the last newsletter we looked at the first 4 of our 5 

school rules. This week we cover the 5th and final rule: 

SCHOOL RULES FOR ALL YEAR LEVELS 

1.We respect and care for others 
 

2. We have fun safely 
 

3. We show respect and care for all property and 

equipment 
 

4. We keep ourselves and others safe  
 

5. We know the right things to bring and the 

right things to wear 

RULE 5: We know the right things to bring 

and the right things to wear 

How we show this-  

• We wear suitable clothing 
 

• We leave all toys, matches, electronic devices 
etc at home. We may bring an approved 
electronic device to school for classroom use if 
we are in Year 4 – 8 

 

• We leave gum, sweets and fizzy drinks at 
home 

 

• We may wear acceptable jewellery i.e. studs, 
watch, medical alert bracelet, cultural and 
religious adornments 

 

• We must wear sunhats outside during terms 
one and four 

 

• We don’t wear facial makeup, nail polish or 
hair colour 

STUDENTS’ DRESS CODE   

Opaheke School students have the privilege of wearing mufti to 

school.  Students are asked to exercise good judgement, in 

accordance with Opaheke School Rule No. 5 (under School Rules), 

while adhering to sun safety policies.  

Attached Notes:  

As a ‘Sun-Smart’ school, we require our students to be suitably 

covered whenever they are working or playing outside.  This includes 

the upper torso being suitably covered and sunhats on heads.  Cotton 

is the recommended fabric for clothing.    

As school is a formal place of work, mufti should always be of a high 

standard, with students avoiding unacceptable fashion fads.  

Correct Opaheke School P.E. uniform is to be worn by senior school 

students for all physical activities and sport events.  

Approved Opaheke School sunhats must be worn outside in Terms 1 

and 4 and are recommended, as weather requires, for Terms 2 and 

3.  

The following guidelines must be adhered to:  

Bandanas and other clothing that may appear gang-related are not 

permitted.  

Shorts and skirts must be at mid-thigh or longer.  

All t-shirts and shirts must cover the shoulders.  

See-through clothing is not permitted.  

Low-cut clothing, revealing in nature, is not permitted.  

Clothing must not have inappropriate or objectionable pictures, words 

or slogans.  

Clothing which shows a bare midriff is not permitted.  

Low-riding shorts or trousers are not permitted.  Underwear must 

not be visible.  

Appropriate footwear that is practical for school must be worn.  

Either shoes, jandals or sandals must be worn outside of the school 

grounds.  

Hats are not to be worn inside buildings.  

Hair must be tied back and must not cover the eyes or face.  

Hair colour should be natural i.e. no pink, blue etc.  

Piercing adornments in any part of the body other than the ear are 

not permitted.  Plaster or tape covering of piercings is not 

acceptable.  Plain metal studs are acceptable ear rings for pierced 

ears.  Should there be a medical reason for wearing anything other 

than the recommended ear rings, a note from the 

parents/caregivers must be sent to school.  

Cultural adornments are acceptable provided a note from the 

parents/caregivers is sent to school.  

Swimwear must be appropriate, i.e. one piece swimsuit rather than 

bikinis.   

The following should be kept for out-of-school occasions and 

should not be worn at school:  

Fingernail and toenail polish  

Make up  

Hair or body glitter  

Tattoos or tattoo stickers  

Jewellery  

Procedure for non-compliance:  

Student is asked to explain the reason for not adhering to the dress 

code.  

Student is asked to remove any make up, jewellery, inappropriate 

clothing etc.  

Parents will be contacted verbally.  In the event that parents cannot 

be contacted, the school may provide the student with something 

appropriate to wear.  

Parents will be contacted in writing if appropriate or necessary.  

Left: 

Photos 

from the 

Weetbix 

Tryathlon 

last 

Sunday 
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Hola, 

My Name is Rolando 

Cavieres and I am teaching 

Spanish in the senior hub this 

year. This is my first year 

teaching Spanish and I am 

really excited about it. I was 

born in Chile and moved to New 

Zealand 15 years ago. I am 

married to Hannah and we 

have two children; Luka (4) and 

Eva (10 months). Outside of 

teaching I am self employed and run a signage and design 

business. In my spare time I enjoy fishing, sports and playing 

guitar. I am passionate about the benefits and opportunities 

children can gain from learning another language and I am 

looking forward to passing this passion on to my students.  

Muchas Gracias 

Con mucho gusto, Rolando 

Welcome to our teachers of Languages. At Opaheke School students in Year 7 and 8 are lucky to be able to learn 4 different 

languages over their two Intermediate years. Two of these are the official New Zealand Languages—Maori and NZ Sign Language. 

The other two are foreign Languages Spanish and Mandarin. The purpose at this level is not so much to be highly proficient in the 

language but more about developing a knowledge of another culture, how one learns another language and developing a love of 

languages. Later in college they may decide to choose a language to progress to a higher level.  

We are very luck to have 4 new and highly competent Language Teachers. Below they introduce themselves. 

Tēna koūtou katoa,  

Ko Mihimarino rāua ko Pātanga ngā maunga, 

Ko Waikaukau o Kiritapu te wai, ko Wharekahika te awa,          

Ko Kahurautao rāua ko Tūwhakairiora ngā whare tupuna,                               

Ko Pāhaoa rāua kō Hinemaurea ngā marae,                        

Ko Mātaatua rāua ko Horouta ngā waka,                                  

Ko Apanui rāua ko Porourangi ngā tāngata,                      

Ko te Whanau ā Kahu rāua ko Tūwhakairiora ngā hapu,          

Ko Te Whanau-ā-Apanui rāua ko Ngāti Pōrou ngā iwi.        

Ko Terehia Brock tāku ingoa. 

Nāku tē honore i whakaaēngia e au hei “kaiako reo Māori”mo te kura o Ōpaheke. Ahakoa kōtahi nōaiho te rā i timata ē au, engāri 

te ihi o tenei kura, me ki e au “hē tūmeke”.  

It is such a privilege to be appointed “Te re Maori” person for Ōpaheke School.  My first day, I must say was great.  Inspite of the 

hot, hot weather I found the ambience warm and people very welcoming.   

I have fifty years of unbroken service in the Education system, beginning as a Kindergarten teacher, veering into the Primary 

sector. I was a Lecturer at Auckland College of Education located in Te Puna Wananga - Maori Department. During my time, the 

status of the College changed to University of Auckland Teacher Education. I retired in 2011. 

I boast of being a mother of three, a grandmother of seven and great grandmother of seven with one more on the way (that I know 

of, could be two). Too busy now for hobbies and outdoor distractions.   

I am still most passionate in education, more so with the changes that are fast leaving me behind. I rely on my nine-year- old great 

grand-moko to give me lessons. Joke! 

 

Na reīra tēna koūtou, noho ora mai.  

Kia Ora. Hello.  ní  hǎo  everyone! I am Hanhui (Ellen) Liu, 

the new Mandarin teacher for Year 7 & 8. It’s my pleasure to 

be a member of the Opaheke team. I have lived in Papakura 

with my family for four and half years. Before that I was a 

legal counsel with over 17 years’ experience in international 

companies. Two years ago I started to be an English tutor to 

new immigrants and 

refugees in a NGO. My 

experience tells me that 

“cross-culture” thinking is 

very important nowadays 

for working and life, and 

the language is the key. I 

look forward to teaching 

and sharing with the 

children to provide a good 

start for their second-

language learning.  

Kia ora, my name is Emma Cooper and I am very lucky to be the New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) 

teacher at Opaheke for terms 1 and 2 in Mrs Erdos’ absence. After spending five years in the classroom, 

both in NZ and overseas, I opted to follow my heart and undertook my postgraduate studies in specialist 

teaching in order to become a teacher of the deaf. For the past four years I have been working in Deaf 

Education and have no doubt I will be spending many more in the field. I am currently on maternity leave 

from my full time position as my husband and I welcomed our first child in July 2017. Learning NZSL is a 

wonderful opportunity for the Year 7 and 8 students at Opaheke and I look forward to broadening their 

understanding of not only the language but also Deaf culture and the deaf community here in Auckland.  
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Room 15 - Year 1 & 2 …… 

have been getting to know each other ! 

Can you match us 

up? 

All About Me! ~ Marcia 
I am an amazing, pretty and brave 

girl! 
I wonder if anyone is in the house 

I hear whispering 
I see the New Zealand flag 
I want to be a You Tuber 

I am an amazing, pretty and brave 
girl! 

I pretend I am a kitten 
I feel victorious 
I love my family 

I worry about my Mum doing her 
homework 

I cry when I get in trouble 
I am an amazing, pretty and brave 

girl! 
I give kisses 

I need Granny 
I dream of my family 

I try to clean up the whole house 
I hope that Rangitoto doesn’t 

erupt 
I am an amazing, pretty and brave 

girl! 

Who Am I? ~ Tabitha 
I am… 

Shaye’s daughter 
Marcia’s friend 
Payton’s sister 

Daryn’s granddaughter 
Quinn’s cousin 

I am… 
Me! 

I am… 
A dancer 
An artist 
A painter 
A builder 

I am… 
Me! 

I am… 
Blue eyed 

Brown haired 
Fair skinned 

I am… 
Pretty 

Awesome 
I am…Me! 

We have had a fun time writing our WHO AM I? Poems. Some of us have Written ‘ALL 

ABOUT ME’ poems too! We welcome you into our classroom to have a look at our work. 
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Room 3 Year 7  

Room 3  has been working on a number of  things, unfortunately we can only show you a few of 
those items. Thankyou to Rylee Chamberlain for volunteering to share her work for our page. A  
description of her amazing art work will be displayed next to it. We have also included an example of  
one of our posters on respect and caring for each other. Our volunteer for this was Charli.  
The description will be next to the photo of her poster. We as a class hope you enjoy our work.   

We're making a good start to the first term, and so far everyone's doing very good in their learning  
and staying on track. Everyone's been sitting next to an effective learning partner and enjoying  
where they sit. We've been using the learning climb to help us with our learning journey of success.  

|Written By: Charli C. Photography | By: Addison T. | Edited By: Charlotte H.|  
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22 Feb  Y7/8 Vaccination Talks 

23 Feb  North Counties Swimming Sports Y7/8 

27 Feb  Year 8 Camp and Y7 EOTC 

27 Feb  Year 5 and 6 Summer Sports 

2 March Year 8 return from camp 

5 March PTA Easter Raffle Starts 

5 March Year 5/6 Swimming at Massey Park 

6 March Pasifika Evening 6pm 

8 March School Councillor Applicant Speeches 

9 March  Year 7/8 Zone Swimming in Pukekohe 

TERM DATES 2018 
Term 1—Wednesday 31 January to Friday 13 April   

(Easter—Fri 30 March to Tues 3 April) 

Term 2—Monday 30 April to Friday 6 July 

Term 3—Monday 23 July to Friday 28 September 

Term 4—Monday 15 October to Friday 14 December 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

 12 Feb 19 Feb 

R1 Madisyn Hope 

R2 Tylah Dylan 

R3 Addison Kirsty 

R4 Hoani Eshan 

R5 Ayden Mikayla 

R6 Tessa Brayden 

R7 Cyrus Harleen 

R8 Daniel Ruth 

R9 Rebecca Bailey 

R10 Xander Jake 

R11 Avah G. Robbie 

R15 Nuku Nikita 

R17 Alicia Hemi 

R21 Dasha Jakob 

R22 Ethan Amy 

R23 Lucy Diamyn 

R24 Milhan Deborah 

R25 Ceasar Tasi 

R26 Nellie-Mae Liam 

Jnr Hub Aria Jace 

Snr Hub Scarlett/Kelton Taylor/Dayton 

 

TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR 
Certificates this term 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES  PUBLIC NOTICES 

Below: Photos from the 

Family Fun Night last 

Thursday 

  

 

Opaheke School Gardens 

At Opaheke School, we are lucky to have a vegetable 

garden, glasshouse, an orchard, compost bins and a 

worm farm. I am seeking parent help with the 

maintenance of these wonderful facilities for the 

2018 school year. If you are able to offer your time to 

work with small groups of children during our lunch 

time (Junior Garden Club and Senior Garden Club) 

OR offer time to come and maintain the gardens, 

please contact: moniquem@opaheke.school.nz 

Your help would be much appreciated. 

PASIFIKA EVENING—A SHARED DINNER, 

FONO AND PERFORMANCE—TUESDAY 6 

MARCH 2018 

FROM 6PM—7.30PM IN THE STAFFROOM 

mailto:moniquem@opaheke.school.nz

