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Thank you to all the children who are punctual for school.  
Please ensure your child is in school for 8:25am. The side gates will be 
closed at this time. We encourage punctuality in order for students to 

be in and settled, ready for learning. 
CONTACT US 

 PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 13 2018 

Wednesday 29 August, 2018 

WELCOME TO NEW STAFF—PART III 

Kia Ora 

everyone! My 

name is 

Shannon 

Pihama and I 

am the new 

teacher of all 

the lovely Year 

1 and 2 children 

in Room 10. I 

have moved 

from Kelvin 

Road School and am very excited 

to be working alongside you and 

your children. I have been 

teaching for almost 5 years, I love 

my job and have a passion for the 

visual arts. I live in Papakura 

and have a 9 year old daughter, 

Laila. I enjoy spending time with 

my family, art, reading and going 

to the gym (when I get the time). I 

set high expectations for my 

students, believe in creating a 

warm and positive classroom 

environment for learning and 

enjoy discovering the unique 

strengths of all my students.  

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY 

FRIDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 

This is a day where we traditionally thank our hard working 

teachers for all they do for our children. Your child may like to 

make a card, say a special thank you or do something nice for 

their Teacher on the day. 

DAFFODIL DAY 31 AUGUST 
It is a time when we think of loved ones who are no longer with us after   

suffering from various forms of cancer. 

For Opaheke School we think of Kosta Wolfgram who passed away in 2016.  

Please send a gold coin with your child on Thursday 30 or Friday 31 

August. School Councillors will collect the money and give daffodils and 

stickers. The money will contribute to research and treatments. 

SPECIAL VISIT FROM 

FORMER STUDENT 

Your children had a 

special visit from All Black 

Captain and former 

Opaheke student, Kieran 

Read. Kieran was here as 

the Colgate Ambassador to 

promote oral health. He 

addressed the whole school 

at assembly then spent 

some time in Room 23. We 

always welcome Kieran 

back, this is the first time 

he has visited since 

becoming the Captain of 

the All Blacks. 

CELEBRATING READING AT OPAHEKE SCHOOL 

In this day and age of electronic devices reading books 

remains as one of the most popular activities for young 

people. Book week was celebrated throughout the school 

in a number of ways. I went into the library during book 

week and was amazed to see children being turned away 

because it was already completely full. It was a hive of 

activities. Some students were reading instructions to 

make origami, others were reading together and many 

children were having books issued to read back in their 

class or take home.  

A big thank you to the PTA for supporting Book Week and 

for our wonderful Librarian, Louana McCormack for 

organising the activities for book week. Inside there are 

more details about the event. 
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OPAHEKE SCHOOL NETBALL CLUB RESULTS  

11 Aug Magic played mini tournament score not recorded POD Karla 

11 Aug Storm vs Marist 4 21-13 win POD Hannah 

11 Aug Thunder vs CG Turquoise Loss 31-3 POD: Kate-Lynn  

 

Out of Zone Enrolments 9  
are now open  

 Application forms are available at the school office or on our website www.opaheke.school.nz see parents drop down tab . Applications will close 9 September and the ballot will be drawn on 6 September.  )f you have a child who you would like to enrol for next year, but you live out of our school zone, you will need to make an out of zone application. All children living within the school zone will be accepted. 

SPORTS UPDATE 

YEAR 5 AND 6 INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 

On Friday 24th a team of 32 Year 5 and 6 students represented Opaheke School at Te Hihi for 
the interschool Cross Country. It was an exceptionally tough and muddy course with several of 
our runners coming within the top 20 in their races.  

 

AMAZING BOOK WEEK! 
Wow! Book Week was fabulous! Our student Librarian team started off the week by performing 'Boy' by Phil Cummings, 

entertaining the whole school at the assembly. They worked hard, creating digital backdrops, costumes, props and practised for 

many weeks before their performance.  

Author and illustrator Fifi Colston spoke to all year levels on Tuesday, talking about her process of illustrating and how success 

didn't come easily.  Some students were lucky to try on some of her costumes!  

We were blown away by the 'Super Duper' performance on Thursday, two talented actors had everyone laughing and learning about 

some NZ books.  

The sun came out at just the right moment on Friday for our Book Character parade! It was wonderful to see so many parents 

coming to watch and cheer.  

The Library was a busy place too, lunchtime reading by teachers, making bookmarks and mini-books were just a few of the 

activities during Book Week.  

The PTA was very generous in their donations for Book Week, funding the musical 

performance and the Author visit for all Opaheke students to benefit from. Thank you  

to the PTA!  

Louana McCormack 
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The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the 

Finance and Property Policies.  A copy is 

available at the school office until 11th 

September for parents to read and provide 

their feedback on. 

Policies under review 

• Finance Policy 

• Purchases Policy 

• Budgets Policy 

• Normal Meeting Reporting Policy 

• Fundraising Policy 

• Cash Receipts Policy 

• Petty Cash Policy 

• Theft and Fraud Prevention Policy 

• Fixed Asset Policy 

• School Resource Policy 

• Property Management Policy 

• Security Policy 

• Insurance Policy 

• Use of School Grounds Policy 

• Vandalism Policy 

Proposed deleted policies 

• Hall Use Policy 

• Contractors Indemnity Policy 

• Maintenance Policy 

POLICY REVIEW  MATHEX 2018 

On Wednesday 22nd we had students from 

Year 6, 7 & 8 represent the school in this 

year’s Papakura Principals’ Association 
Mathex competition. The students compete 

in teams of 4 in their year group against 

other schools from Papakura. The questions 

were challenging and the competition was 

tough. We are very proud of our students, 

they did a great job. Thank you to the 

parents for supporting this event and being 

there with your child and a big thank you to 

those students who stepped in at the last 

minute to participate. It was a great evening. 

Well done everyone.  

Recount by Elizabeth Clatworthy  

We had an assembly on Wednesday and Colgate was there.  Kieran Reid was there as well.  He told us 

about how he brushed his teeth.  They tracked down his old dental nurse.  It was cool to watch.  There 

was a bunny and people from Colgate. 

Kieran Reid came to our classroom.  The people from Colgate 

talked to us about this bad bug called Placulus.  Then we did 

an experiment.  It was a cool experiment.  You put yeast in 

both cups and sugar in one of the cups.  What will happen?   

The cup with sugar in it went up and up!  It made bubbles and 

the one with yeast in it didn’t do anything. 
We got a goody bag, it had a toothbrush and toothpaste.   

I learned that you have to brush your teeth twice a day and 

you have to look after your own teeth and not your parents be-

cause we are not babies.   

A SMALL REQUEST 

We love having parents at school 

especially to share in the special events 

and activities your children are involved 

in. However during a normal day we like 

classes to start on the 8.25am bell. I ask 

that all parents depart the school ground 

promptly when the bell goes so that the 

teacher can attend to the class. 

I thank you in advance for your  

co-operation. 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS 

AND ASSESSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS 

(ICAS) 

This year 14 of our students participated in 

the ICAS Writing Assessment.  In this 

assessment students had to write a 

narrative in a 30-minute time frame.  

We would like to congratulate all those who 

took part in this. Well done to the following 

students:  

Participation: Mathilde L, Carowyn Y 

Merit: Ashton L, Amelia T  

Credit: Sarah E, Renee M, Claire P, 

Alyssa A, Ilah C, Jasmine M,  

Cayden-Lee T, Holland VK, Marnie T  

Distinction: Harleen G 

Well done to everyone for participating and 

showing that you are a challenge taker and 

innovator!  
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More Fun was had during book week. Thanks to the PTA we all 

watched ‘Super Duper’ an awesome interactive play. We also 
dressed up on Friday for the traditional Book Week Character  

Parade. 
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Hawaiki and Khan created a wristwatch to keep 
track of their scores during a rugby game. 
Different inputs and points for tries, conversions 
and penalties ensures an accurate score is kept.   
“I used variables to keep track of the try and 
conversion points. You press A every time a try gets 
scored and button B when a conversion is successful. 
If you press a and b it will record a drop goal for 
three points. When you shake it, it will show the 
total score. I made it so that the numbers on my 
micro-bit would go up every time my team scores. 
Five for a try and, two for a conversion, and three 
for a drop goal or penalty”. – Khan 

Room 8 Loves MakeCode and Micro:Bits 

In our Year 6 class we’ve been exploring making and coding with Microsoft’s MakeCode and our Micro:Bits The MakeCode interface 
lets us use block code to program our Micro:Bits. It has a built in simulator so we can check to see if our code is working the way we 
intend it too. This makes the debugging process faster too. It’s easy to check the result of our coding changes. 

 

We are learning the 
language of computer 
science. By focussing on a 
concept or two we can grow 
our understanding. Each 
concept gradually building 
on the one before. Recently 
we looked at the concepts 
of constants and variables. 
We talked about what 
variables are and how we 
see variables in our everyday 
lives. Then we played an 
‘unplugged’ game of paper, 
scissors, rock together 
recording our wins and 
losses. We considered the 
different ways we recorded 
these and identified the 
constants and variables.  
 

Then we had to think about 
how we might code our 
Micro:Bits to keep score for 
us. We wrote a plan for what 
we wanted our code to be 
able to do and then got to 
coding. It took a while to get 
the code just right with lots 
of debugging required. 
Finally we had working 
scorekeepers! 
 

Our next activity was to 
consider where else in our 
lives keeping score or count 
might be helpful? We 
planned our own maker 
projects and set about 
creating and coding. 

 

Kate-Lynn created a step 
counter to track her progress 
with cross country training. It 
took a few attempts to get the 
“on shake” input to register each 
step accurately  
“I made a step counter with duct 
tape and a velcro dot. It turned out 
better than I expected. It counted 
my steps by 2's so it will count both 
of my feet. The variable counted 
the steps when we moved our feet, 
if we didn't take any steps it would 
just leave it at the current number 
of steps.” - Kate-Lynn 

Khan’s wristwatch Hawaiki coding his micro:bit  

Kate-Lynn and Jasmine made step counters  

“My first prototype was 
pretty decent, it worked 
most of the time, but 
sometimes it would just 
freeze and restart, so 
the next time I revised 
my code and redid it. A 
difficult part in the 
process was the time 
when I didn’t know 
how to create 
the physical structure 
of the pedometer, but 
Julie helped me 
to construct it.”  – 
Jasmine 
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29 August  Hui 6pm 

31 August Daffodil Day 

31 August Year 5—8 Speech Finals 

31 August Zone League Competition Y7/8 

1 Sept  Netball Prizegiving 

4 Sept  Open Afternoon Parents of Out of Zone Applicants 

6 Sept  Junior Poetry Recital 1.30pm 

7 Sept  Teacher Appreciation Day 

9 Sept  AIMS Rugby Team depart for Tauranga 

11 Sept BOT Meeting 

12 Sept Digitech Expo 

19 Sept Out of Zone Enrolments close 

19 Sept PTA Meeting 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2018  

Term 3—Monday 23 July to Friday 28 September 
Term 4—Monday 15 October to Friday 14 December 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

 20 August 27 August 
R1 Anna Josh 

R2 Jessica Tiana 

R3 Tatiana Arshdeep 

R4 Saumani Breeze 

R5 Jorja Hanna 

R6 Jay Liberty 

R7 Jamie Leah 

R8  Priya 

R9 Bailey Room 9 

R10 John Mila 

R11 Ike Natalie 

R12 Dayton Laurel 
R15 Nahla Nikita 

R17 Adelaide Adelaide 

R21 Ryan Turi 

R22   

R23 Arlen Smith 

R24 Prun Shane 

R25 Thiwa  

R26 Cayden John 

Jnr Hub David Athea 

SH  Harmony/Mikayla Tai/Dylan 

 

ACHIEVING PERSONAL BEST is our focus 
for STAR Certificates this term 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

 WELCOME TO OPAHEKE SCHOOL 

Ishita, Room 17 

TERM DATES FOR 2019  

Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April 
Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September 
Term 4—Monday 14 October to Thursday 12 December 

COMPETITION!!!! 
Mad Butcher Takanini Supporting Your Local Community. 
WIN 1000 Precooked BBQ Sausages for YOUR School. 
Sell at $2 ea = $2000 for your school. 
Simply tell us the name of your school (in Takanini, Papakura, 
Manurewa and surrounding areas)... 
See ore o  Fa e ook  (Press Ctrl to select or go to the below) 

www.facebook.com/madbutchertakanini/posts/526386264476761 

https://www.facebook.com/madbutchertakanini/posts/526386264476761

