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www.opaheke.school.nz 

Fax (09) 298 0739 

Thank you to all the children who are punctual for school.  

Please ensure your child is in school for 8:25am. The side gates will be 
closed at this time. We encourage punctuality in order for students to 

be in and settled, ready for learning. 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 16 2018 

Wednesday 24 October, 2018 

1 WEEK TO GO 

 

PO WHAKANGAHAU/ FIAFIA 

EVENING 

This was a fantastic evening on the last 

Wednesday of last term. It was a showcase 

of talent from across the school and the 

mixture of performances kept the audience 

entertained.  

Been the first of its kind that has been held 

at Opaheke School, it was not only a credit 

to the students who performed but also a 

credit to the work of the Kaiako who 

prepared them for the night—Mr Marcus 

Oxenham, Mrs Nikkie Laing, Mrs Katie 

Hastings, Whaea Kanahana and Mr Dylan 

Marshall 

BIG EVENTS 

AROUND THE 

CORNER 
Two major events on 

this year’s school 

calendar are not far 

away. The Opaheke 

School Carnival, 

considered by most in 

the know to be one of 

the biggest in the 

Papakura district, is 

only 9 days away. 

Gates for the 

Carnival will open at 

4.00pm on FRIDAY 2 

NOVEMBER and 

conclude at 7.30pm. 

Once again goods and 

activities can only be 

bought using 

Opaheke currency 

which can be bought 

on the night.   

The 50th Jubilee is 

only 2 weekends after 

the Carnival. People 

are urged to register 

now for this. 

Registration is $10 

plus pay $20 for the 

wine and cheese on 

Friday night or $50 

for the Saturday 

dinner (or pay $75 for 

both). 

People should register 

at the school office 

now. 

3 WEEKS TO GO 

DECIDING THE FUTURE—YEAR 7/8 SHOWCASE 

I was impressed by the 

calibre of the inquiry 

presentations submitted to 

members of the Papakura 

Board on Thursday 27 

September. The inquiries 

looked at ways to make a 

difference in either the 

school environment or in the Papakura community. The 

councillors were so impressed that some students have 

been invited to a morning tea at the next board meeting 

and an opportunity to submit their ideas. There are also 

ideas I will consider when creating the budget for next 

year. 
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YEAR 5 EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM WEEK 

SPEED DATE AN AUTHOR 

Writing Enrichment Students visit Auckland National Library to workshop with authors. 

Interactive workshops with authors are a great way to learn 
about improving your approach and style of writing. At the 
‘Speed Date an Author’ held on 27th September Writing 
Enrichment Students had the opportunity to work with some of 
Aotearoa’s best writers: Raewyn Alexander, Susan Battye, Thalia 
Henry and Stephanie Thatcher. 

We rotated around the workshops, enabling us to work closely 
with every writer and illustrator. It was great fun and the 
teachers and parents joined in too. At one point students and 
Miss Horley had to dramatise a little skit, which saw Miss Horley 
falling to the floor in slow motion! 

One of the most important messages that we heard was about 
being persistent.   

‘No one can make their writing perfect first time, but many, 
many edits and rewrites will help.’ -Amelia T.   

We were also given advice about how to overcome ‘writer’s 
block’. It turns out to be very simple: write for seven minutes, 
unplanned, uninterrupted and about anything that comes into 
your mind. You’ll be amazed at how much you can write. Go 
on, try it! 

We’d like to give special thanks to the adults who enabled this 
event to happen. Mrs McCormack, Mrs Cooper and Mrs Levien.  

Last week our Year 5 students experienced EOTC week. This involved several days of activities based outside 
the classroom including archery, building shelters, environmental treasure hunts, first aid, orienteering, rock 
climbing tunnels, trash to treasure fashion show as well as awesome zip lining and the rope swing at Sonshine 
Ranch. It is activities like these that we really get to see our school dispositions at work - Collaboration, 
Innovation, Thinking, Self– regulating and of course Challenge taking at their finest! 

A huge thank you to all the parents who helped make this possible, without your support we would not be able 
to offer experiences like this to our students! A huge thank you too the organising teachers Mrs Noy, Mrs van 
der Klip and Mrs Smit for a great week.  
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Please return all sold tickets and money to the school as soon as possible; if you need 

more books to sell you can get them from the school office too.  If you are unable to 

sell any tickets please return your  books to the school straight away. 

PTA NEWS 

School Sun Hats 

& PE Uniform 

School sun hats are  

compulsory in Term 

4. These are a 

uniform item and 

can only be 

purchased from the 

office. Please ensure 

your child has one, 

they are $14 each. 

PE uniforms are also 

available from the  

office for Year 5-8 

children.  $25 shirt, 

$20 shorts or $43 

for both. 

MOVING 

2019? 
If you are  

planning on  

moving house and 

your children will 

not be attending 

Opaheke School 

next year could 

you please let us 

know. We are  

presently looking 

at classes for next 

year and this is a 

huge help with 

our planning. 

Thanks.  

UPCOMING 

RANGATAHI 

FESTIVAL 

 

FRIDAY 9 

NOVEMBER 

 

KERERU 

PARK 

SCHOOL 

 

Further 

details in our 

next 

newsletter. 

When will the strike ballot and potential strike action happen? 
As in the past, teachers who belong to the primary teachers’ and principals’ union (NZEI) are voting 
whether to go on strike based on the results of the most recent negotiations. The ballot will run 
through Labour Weekend until 6pm on Thursday 25 October.  
Potential strike dates: If members vote to approve strike action, the following days have been set: 

Auckland Region - Monday 12 November 
It is possible that the Board of Trustees of Opaheke School may close the school if this strike 
goes ahead for health and safety reasons. We will notify you as soon as we know more. 

It’s less than 2 weeks to go until the Carnival!!  We have been working hard to put together 
what we hope will be a great event and have just a couple more requests if you are able: 

 

THIS WEEK – frozen food  
Please bring along an item of frozen food  
to put in the freezer at reception.   
This will be second prize in our big raffle 
NEXT WEEK – baking on Carnival day  This Friday you 
will receive a cake box – please use it to put your baking 
in and bring it along for the cake stall on Carnival Day 
(Friday 2 November) 

CARNIVAL HELPERS—You would have received a flyer last week asking 
you to volunteer to help at our carnival. Please let the office know if 
you can help. Setting up, running a stall, helping pack up at the end of 

the Carnival—all these jobs need someone to help out. We have a 
small band of helpers who are able to help but we need many more 
people. If every family had one person who could help for an hour this 
would be fantastic. Remember all our children share the wonderful 
resources our fundraising pays for and we would like all families to 
contribute. 

YEAR 6 CAMP  

Our Year 6 students spent an awesome 3 days at Chosen Valley camp.  

Many thanks to Miss Amesha Patel for her hard work coordinating and organising this 
event. Thanks also to accompanying teachers Mr Brachi and Ms Leader as well as the 
fabulous group of parent helpers who gave up their time to be there! More photos to 
follow in our next issue.  

PARENT NOTIFICATION OF POSSIBLE STRIKE ACTION  
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 Room 22  - Year 3/4 
At the end of term 3 we were 
joined by student teacher Miss 
Gregan. Miss Gregan is in her first 
year of teacher training at Auckland 
University. She has been with us 
for four weeks and will be returning 
to university next week.  

Miss Gregan has been taking us for art lessons. 
We have used the recent Diwali celebrations as  
inspiration. First we learnt about what Diwali is 
and why it is celebrated. We then created our 
own Rangoli patterns outside on the concrete with 
chalk.  

 

In digital learning, some of us are beginning to use 
PowerPoint to create slideshows for presentations 
and speeches.  We have also started using publisher 
and Word to create posters and publish work.  
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Year 6 Camp  
Last week we had a great time at Chosen Valley in Ararimu. We 

completed lots of activities including kayaking, balance island, 

confidence course and riding super-fast trolleys. It was full on 

every day, but we had the best time!  

In the last week of Term 4 we were lucky enough to have Pamela 
and Harold visit our school and teach us about important 
decision making. We learnt about how influences can affect how 
we make decisions.  

Room 8—Year 6 
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24 Oct  PTA Meeting 7pm 

25 Oct  North Counties Athletics Y7/8 

30 Oct  BOT Meeting 7pm 

2 Nov  CARNIVAL 

6 Nov  Zone Touch Y7/8  

8 Nov  Year 8 Vaccinations 

9 Nov  Rangatahi Festival 

9 Nov   Carols Rehearsal 9am—1pm 

12 Nov Full School Photo 

12 Nov Potential Strike Day 

13 Nov North Counties Year 5 and 6 Athletics 

14 Nov Kids for Kids Reaheasal and concert at 6pm 

14 Nov U15 Year7/8 Girls Rugby Championship 12pm 

TERM DATES FOR 2018  

Term 4—Monday 15 October to Friday 14 Dec 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 WELCOME TO OPAHEKE SCHOOL 

Rhys, Zarah, Kyle, Aurora, Candice, Imogen, Ethan, Evangeline, Lennon, Jackson, Ryleigh, AJ and 

Harrison from the Junior Hub 

TERM DATES FOR 2019  

Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April 

Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September 

Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec 

 

A BIG THANK YOU TO 

OUR SPONSORS FOR 

THIS YEARS CARNIVAL 

Summer fun 

football at 

Drury FC for 4-

12 year olds. 

every Weds 5-

6pm, gold coin 

donation to 

cover sausage 

sizzle, 

no 

registration, 

just turn up & 

play!   

www.druryfoo

tball.co.nz 

NOTE CHANGE FOR 

2019 FINISH DATE 

http://www.druryfootball.co.nz/
http://www.druryfootball.co.nz/

