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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
SUN SAFETY

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL

As you will be well aware Auckland has
been hit by a heat wave. Although we
expect temperatures to drop next week
the sun will still be strong and students
will be vulnerable to the sun’s rays.
Here are ways your child can be
protected from the sun:

The students have made a fantastic start to the new year. A huge thanks to parents
who made sure their children were well prepared on the first day.
I hope you all had a fantastic break with family and friends. We certainly had
fantastic weather to take advantage of summer
outdoor pursuits.
There are a lot of new faces in the school with 60 new
students enrolled, many of them attending school for
the first time.
Opaheke School is in the enviable position of being
fully staffed at the beginning of the year and we have
even added an extra class in Rangitoto (Year 5 and 6)
to ensure numbers in classes are not too large. This is very important to the Board of
Trustees, who have funded the extra teacher.
Students are now fully involved in their academic programme and the students are
also setting goals. Students in Year 1 through to 6 are involved in their swimming
programme and over the next month students in Years 3 through to 6 will participate
in the Swimming Survival programme being run by CLMNZ and their Swim Magic
instructors. Time in the pool is certainly a reprieve from the heat.
Next week will be Family Fun Night on the 13th. This is a fantastic night where you
will be able to meet your child’s teacher, meet other parents, have a lovely picnic and
take part in some fun sports activities. The PTA will have a sausage sizzle and be
selling drinks and slushies.
I look forward to meeting all new parents and caregivers and I encourage you to sign
up to the app (see below) so that you are kept up-to-date with all events.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Wear UV resistant clothing
Wear a rash vest when
swimming
Wear the school sunhat
Bring a small supply of
sunscreen to apply during the
day
UV protection sunglasses
Use water bottle to keep
hydrated

Only our newer areas, the hall, library
and old IT suite have air conditioning.
When they can, teachers will use these
areas for students to work in.
Before long we will be wishing it was
warm again!

WEETBIX TRYATHLON 2019
Good luck to all 96 Opaheke School students who are competing
in the Weet-Bix TRYathlon this Sunday at Pt England Reserve.
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Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are:
Sickness, serious injury or health related appointment
Bereavement/Tangi Special permission from the Principal
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2019 Reading Eggs

Reading Eggs is a web-based programme. This
literacy focussed programme is developed by
Blake Education and supported by the 3P
learning education team (Mathletics). Because
this programme is web based, your child will
need access to a computer and the internet at
home. The cost for parents is $30 and this will
allow students access to the programme both at
home and at school for the duration of the
school year. “Reading Eggs makes learning to
read interesting and engaging for kids, with
great online reading games and activities.
Children love the games, songs, golden eggs and
other rewards which, along with feeling proud of
their reading, really motivate children to keep
exploring and learning.”
To find out more visit:
www.readingeggs.co.nz. Please
see the office if you would like a
registration form.
CRE - Bible in Schools
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Bible in Schools is a Christian programme which takes place in our hall
each week for 30 minutes. The programme is for students in Year 4 to 6.
Here is their mission:
‘The mission … is to inspire every child to make positive life choices.
Through our CRE (Christian Religious Education) programmes, we teach
Christian beliefs and values with excellence and innovation. The Life
Choices curriculum was written with this mission in mind. Each lesson has
a specific learning outcome and provides an opportunity for students to
explore Christian beliefs and values through the lens of key competencies
and values found in the New Zealand Curriculum.’
Students are withdrawn from the regular school programme for this time.
Bible in Schools begins on Wednesday 13 February and runs
through to December 4. A total of 35 sessions. Your child can be
opted-out at any time during the year.
The dates and details of Term 1 and 2 sessions and detailed lesson
plans in 2019 can be found on the school website:

http://www.opaheke.school.nz/bible-in-school/
The programme is optional. You must opt-out your child each year
even if they have previously been opted-out. Opting-out on the
enrolment form is not sufficient. All students not opted out of the
programme will be attending.
How to opt out:
Write a short note or letter addressed to the Principal with wording along
the lines of ‘We choose for our child(ren)
(Names of child(ren))________
in room(s) _(room number(s))_ not to participate in the Bible in Schools
programme’. Include your name and relationship to the child. Please sign
and date the letter.
Letters can be given to your child’s teacher or the school office. I will
collate all the letters.
Sean Valvoi
Principal
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CLASS AND STAFF ORGANISATION 2019
Year

Maungawhau

Number

Room

Jane Hamlin TL

Y8.
27

R1

22

SHY7

26

SHY8

25

R2

24

R3

27

7

25

4

26

8

26

5

26

17

24

6

25

26

26

23

25

21

24

25

24

22

Y3/4.

25

24

Emma Henry

Y1/2.

22

9

Vanessa McFlinn TL

Y2.

23

10

Shannon Pihama

21

11

22

12

23

15

Y7
Y8
Y7/8.
Y7.
Rangitoto

Y5/6.
Y6.
Y6.
Y5.
Y5/6.
Y5.

Maungarei

Y3/4.
Y3/4.

Y3/4.
Y3.

Y1
Y2
Y1/2

Liza McFarlane
Dylan Marshall
Marcus Oxenham
Olivia Smit
Amesha Patel TL
Matt Brachi
Rachel Leader
Anna Noy
Elizabeth van der Klip
Rachel Mackereth

Y4.

Maungakiekie

Teacher 2019

Charlotte Dorotich TL
Georgina Howell
Marilyn Read/Briar Archibald

Y1

16

NE

Jaimie Nayagam
Monique Marquet/Kathleen Tolmie

Shevone Kumar
Anu Ghaiee
Sharron Francis
Jenny Deed (T2 Start)
Viki Chatterton/Cindy Erdos

21

Junior
Hub

Glennis Williams

NEW STAFF
Kia ora koutou, my name is Rachel Mackereth and I am the new addition to the
Rangitoto team. I am in Room 6, with year fives. This is a very exciting year for me as
this is my first year of teaching and I am very pleased to be working at Opaheke School.
I decided this was the school for me after completing my final practicum in Room 26
last year and recognising how supportive the staff, students and community is here, at
Opaheke School. I am thrilled to be apart of such a friendly community and can’t wait
to see what this year has in store.
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Prize Giving 2018

Our annual prize giving was held on Monday evening,
December 10th. Thanks to all who attended to
acknowledge the many achievements and successes of
our amazing students.
Quinlan T - Dux Award, John Wallace Memorial Cup,
Languages Cup

Nadiah P - Dux Runner Up, Head Girl

Tim B – Principal’s Cup, Dispositions Trophy, Head Boy

Joshua W - Collins Family Cup

Stella G - Les Fleming Cup

Monson T - Nancy Betts Cup

Scarlett O - John Family Cup

.

Amy N - (Joint winner)
Lofroth
Cup
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Tanisha K - (Joint winner)
Lofroth Cup
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Brooke G - (Joint Winner) Warren McDowell Cup

Kelton W - (Joint Winner) Warren McDowell Cup

Hope S - Sandra Banks Memorial Cup

Brynn C - Robinson Family Cup

Anna H - Maclachlan Cup

Henry L - Rountree Whanau Award

Cayden F - Pam Petherbridge Cup

Martin M - Problem Solving Challenge

We extend our warmest congratulations to our 2018 Trophy Winners, Head Boy and Head Girl and their families.
We also would like to acknowledge the achievements of:
Our technology prize winners:
Amelia T, Iris F, Charlotte E, Joshua L, Amelia M, Nicole F, Scarlett O, Quinlan T
and our School Councillors:
Joshua C, Nicole F, Brooke G, Jacob H, Tanisha K, Henry L, Jye M, Taikehu S, Amelia T, Quinlan T
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IMPORTANT DATES
4-20 February

Year 3 and 4 Swimming Survival Lessons

10 February

Weetbix TRYathlon, Pt England Reserve

11 February

Technology at Rosehill and Languages begins

13 February

Bible in Schools begins

13 February

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 6pm

18 Feb—5 March

Year 5 and 6 Swimming Survival Lessons

19 February

BOT Meeting 7pm

20 February

Opaheke School Swimming Sports

Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April

20 February

PTA Meeting 7pm

Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July

22 February

North Counties Swimming Sports Y7/8

29 Feb—1 March

Year 7 EOTC and Year 8 Camp

ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES

R1

Charlotte

R2
R3

Saumani

R4

Sabastian

R5

Cooper

R6

Harlan

R7

Liberty

PTA
MEETING
Please join us in
the Staffroom on
20th Feb at
7pm. All parents
are welcome to
come and find
out more about
our school PTA.

R8
R9

Molly

R10

Yaris

R11

Aurora

R12

Oviya

R15

Ollie

R17

Yazhini

R21
R22

John

R23

Noah

R24

River

R25

Kade

R26

Madison

Jnr Hub Eden
SH 7

Nate

SH 8

Logan

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September
Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec

SOME HELPFUL REMINDERS

TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR
Certificates this term
4 Feb

TERM DATES FOR 2019

• To keep the students safe they must use the school
crossing when crossing Tasman Drive, Short Street and
Opaheke Road. We encourage parents to be good role
models and also use the crossings.

• Shoes, jandals or sandals are to be worn to and from
school.

• The ideal time to arrive at school is 8.10am. This is when
the bell goes for students to line up in their class lines.

• Devices must be carried to and from school in their school
bags.

• Scooters, skateboards and bikes cannot be ridden to and
from school. Permission may be sought from the
Principal in exceptional circumstances.

School Lunch ordering information for parents
The Opaheke School PTA provides an option for students to buy their lunch at
school on Tuesdays and Fridays throughout the term. The profits from lunch order
sales are donated back to the school so this is a great way to support the school and
save yourself the hassle of packing a lunch at the same time.
Should your child wish to order their lunch simply send the money and details of
what they want to order (easiest in an envelope or snap lock bag) with them to
school and the lunch monitor will be in their class first thing in the morning to take
their order – if change is required this is sorted out by the PTA volunteers who
collate the orders and it is sent back to the class via the teacher.
Lunches are delivered to school (sorted out by more volunteers) and are delivered to
each class in time for lunch.
Mince Pie - $3.00
Sausage roll - $1.50
Cream Doughnut - $1.50
Muffin (Blueberry or Chocolate) - $1.50
Pizza Stick - $1.00

Wholemeal Vege sandwich - $3.00

Gingerbread man - $1.20
Chocolate Crackle - $1.50

Choc Chip Cookie (large) - $1.50
Ham or Chicken Sandwich - $3.00

Egg Sandwich - $3.00

Ham or Chicken Roll - $3.50

Small Quiche - $3.00

Ham or Chicken wrap - $3.20

Juice Box - $1.50
Flavoured Milk - $1.50

Orange or apple – 50c
Savoury - $1.50

(Chocolate, Strawberry or Banana)
We appreciate your support for our lunch order programme – we are always looking
for volunteers to help do orders in the morning and distribution at lunchtime so if
you can spare some time on a Tuesday or Friday we would love to hear from you.
Email your details to the school office or contact us through the school facebook
page. Happy ordering!
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