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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
Congratulations!

END OF TERM 1

Our warmest congratulations to Amelia and Jacob
for being named Head Girl and Boy for 2019

What a fantastic term it has been. We have had many
wonderful new students and families join our Opaheke
School Community this term. For some five year olds it
was their first term at school. More new students will
join the Junior Hub next term and we will be starting a
new class, Room 16 with the older New Entrants. We
have a wonderful new teacher in Room 16 starting next
term, Miss Jenny Deed. It just so happens that Miss
Deed was one of my students when I was teaching
Intermediate School in 1992.
Teachers have had amazing opportunities this term to
upskill through professional development. The Board
understand the importance of investing in professional
learning and in doing so provide the very best teaching
and learning for the students.
Some of the teacher learning that has occurred this
term has been; whole staff upskilling in teaching
reading, providing effective feedback and the new
digital technology curriculum. We have had teachers
attend the Future Schools’ Conference and the
Microsoft E2 Global Exchange Conference. Opaheke
School is one of 8 schools involved in the Southern
Microsoft Cluster. The cluster holds Mini Meets each
term where teachers teach other teachers ways digital
technology is being used to enhance the teaching and
learning in their classes.

Anzac Day 2019
The School Councillors will be presenting a wreath on
behalf of the school at the Papakura Civic Ceremony
on Thursday 25 April during the school holidays. They
will also be part of the parade prior to the wreath
laying.
Your children are welcome to join in. It would be great if they
could wear their sports shirt if they have one. Please note that
there will be no staff taking care of children at this event so you
will need to attend with your child that morning.

Finally I would like to wish you all a happy and safe
holiday and I look forward to seeing you all next term.

BOT Election Timeline

The school will have its own ceremony at 9.30am on Tuesday 30
April, the first week back of Term 2. Parents are welcome to join
us.

29 April—Calling for and accepting nominations
8 May—Main roll closes at noon
22 May—Supplementary roll closes at noon
24 May—Nominations close at noon
27 May—Voting papers posted
7 June—Election Day (voting closes)
14 June—Elected trustees take office
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Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are:
Sickness, serious injury or health related appointment
Bereavement/Tangi Special permission from the Principal
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Learning at Opaheke
Junior
Learning Conferences
Maungakiekie
Learning Conferences
Friday
Lunchtimes
in Year(Year
3-6 are
fun! Students
and play
games with their
friends.Depending
As well as being
Our junior
students
1 and
2) have can
twocome
learning
conferences
per year.
on fun,
theplaying
timingboard
of their
games is an important part of children’s development and growth. It helps develop the brain as players use and develop their logibirthday
they
will
either
have
a
conference
in
Term
1
and
3
or
Term
2
and
4.
These
conferences
are
a
great
cal and reasoning skills, increase their critical thinking and gain spatial reasoning. Playing board games helps with learning, social
opportunity
to meet
teacher
sharehelps
information
about
theirand
learning.
youchildren
to all the
and communication
skills your
as well.child’s
Even the
simplestand
of games
improve verbal
abilities
attentionThank
skills with
needing
to concentrate
and focus for
longer
periods Your
of time.participation
What board games
do you play at home?
Do youvalued.
have anyMany
old board
games
parents
and students
who
attended.
and contributions
are highly
thanks
you
share
with us?
alsocould
to our
Maungakiekie
Team teachers for their efforts.

Kindness Day in Maungakiekie Team
Last week the Junior School celebrated Kindness Week. On
Friday the junior classes had a 'Kindness Day'. We played
team sports and
enjoyed creating
something, for
someone special.
Great work
Maungakiekie there
is always room for
more kindness.
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In My Heart

On Friday 29 March, our Senior Hub pupils (Y7 & 8) joined our Junior Hub (Y1) students to help them
make friendship hearts to
remember and
acknowledge the sad
events that happened in
our country in Christchurch.

Sports Update
Orienteering Training at Totara Park
On Wednesday 20th March a group of year 7&8
students participated in a training session at Totara
Park. This was a precursor to the upcoming Counties
Zone Orienteering competition that is to be held early
in Term 2.
The students had to navigate their way around Totara
Park using a map to find different control points. Our
fastest team completed the 2km course over rough
terrain in a very quick 28 minutes finding all 9 controls
on their map. All teams were successful in accurately
navigating their way around the park.

Maungawhau Summer Sports Field Day

Our Maungawhau team participated in their Summer Sports Field Day on Thursday 21 st March after the event was
postponed due to the weather. The students chose to play one of the 4 sports, touch, futsal, softball and cricket. During
this tournament students used the skills they had been learning during their Friday sports sessions. Many thanks to all
the parents who came along to supervise, referee and support our Opaheke teams.

North Counties Football Tournament
On Friday 29th March Opaheke School had 4 teams representing us at the
North Counties Football Tournament. All teams played well. Placings were
gained by all teams. Year 8 Boys 2nd, Year 8 Girls 2nd, Year 7 Boys 3rd and
Year 7 Girls 1st. The Year 7 girls team will represent North Counties at the
Zone Football
Tournament on 7th
May, next term. Thank
you to the parents
that helped with
supervision and
transport, it is
gratefully appreciated.
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Our Staff
Teacher Mini Meets
We are very fortunate at Opaheke to have hard working and dedicated staff. We are always learning new things and
keen to share with others. Last week teachers participated in the first teacher “Mini Meet” for the year. Teacher mini
meets are professional learning sessions hosted by a local school. Eight of our local primary schools come together for
workshop sessions related to digital technologies. This week, Miss Patel hosted a session about using Microsoft Teams.
Other sessions included STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths), Minecraft, OneNote and Digital tools to
support Literacy. This work is gratefully supported by Ministry of Education Networks of Expertise funding

Bon Voyage Miss Howell!
Miss Howell is attending the E2 Educator Exchange in Paris!
This week Miss Georgina Howell has been invited along with only three
other lucky NZ teachers to attend the annual E2 Microsoft Educator
Exchange. This conference is attended by 400 teachers from around
the world and is an amazing opportunity to connect with other
teachers who lead with digital innovation in their schools and
communities. While there, they will share the innovative work they are
doing and participate in three days of incredible professional learning.
Georgina's trip is sponsored by Microsoft, New Zealand. Their ongoing
support of our school over the past 4 years continues to be source of
great pride!

Lunchtimes at Opaheke
Board Games Club
Friday Lunchtimes in Year 3-6 are fun! Students can come and play games
with their friends. As well as being fun, playing board games is an important
part of children’s development and growth. It helps develop the brain as
players use and develop their logical and reasoning skills, increase their critical thinking and gain spatial reasoning. Playing board games helps with
learning, social and communication skills as well. Even the simplest of games
helps improve verbal abilities and attention skills with children needing to
concentrate and focus for longer periods of time.

Logic, reasoning and critical thinking.

What board games do you play at
home? Do you have any old board
games you could share with us?

Concentration, fine motor co-ordination and
spatial awareness.
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Attention, concentration and social skills.
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Celebrating!
Softball Superstar

Gold Award Mathletes

Our very own Iris (SH8) from Redhill
Rocketz Softball Team was selected to
represent NZ in the U14 Blacktown Junior
International Challenge in Australia,
March 19 - 25th. Competing against six
other teams from Australia and Japan, her
team managed an impressive 3rd place
overall.
“I enjoyed the opportunity to play against
other countries, it was a amazing experience. I made new friends and had a really
great time”
-Iris
Well done Iris, we are so proud of you!

Congratulations to Alexander and Parv for
attaining their gold award certificates. So much
hard work!

STAR Award Recipients Well done to all our students who received an award over the past two weeks. Our
term focus is teamwork. Great work team!

Week 9 Winners

Week 10 Winners

PTA Notices
2019 PTA Easter Raffle

Thanks so much to the families who have already sent
Easter Egg donations to make up our raffle baskets, the
more eggs we get
the more prizes
we can have. If
you can help with
this we would
gratefully accept
donations until the
5th April. Please
return raffle books
for the draw.
There will be
prizes for the top
10 ticket sellers.

End of Term Disco

PTA Office Holders

Chairperson—Kirsty Johnson
Vice Chairperson—Gina Kay
Treasurer—Richard Pearce
Secretary—Diana Pirie
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On Friday the 29th of March, the Maungakiekie syndicate celebrated Kindness Day. All the
Junior classes spent the morning creating a gift to give to someone special. In Room 10, we
iced biscuit with nutella spread and decorated it with sprinkles and lollies. We also made a
card to go with it.
After morning tea, we all gathered together to play some fun games including, sack races,
basketball, T-ball and egg and spoon races. Finally, we had an assembly where students who
consistently show kindness towards others were awarded with special certificates. A fun day
was had by all.
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IMPORTANT DATES
8 April

Easter Raffle Draw

9 April

Parent Evening for Parents of students in Rooms 2, 8, 9, 17, 25, SH7 & SH8 at 6pm

11 April

PTA Disco

12 April

Poppy Day

12 April

Last Day of Term 1 (Normal finish time)

29 April

First Day of Term 2

30 April

School ANZAC Day Ceremony

Term 1—Wednesday 30 Jan to Friday 12 April

1 May

Counties Zone Orienteering

Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July

8 May

BOT Elections—Close of Main Roll

8 May

National Young Leaders Day

10 May

HARMONY DAY

10 May

BOT Elections—Call for nominations

TERM DATES FOR 2019

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September
Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec

Welcome to our school— Pauline—Junior Hub and Lizzy—R17

ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES
TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR
Certificates this term
25 March

1 April

R1

Prina

Dylan

R2

Palvi

Zoe

R3

Ilah

Maia

R4

Connor

Waimaria

R5

Grace

Briar

R6

Chase

Connor

R7

Aria

Shane

R9

Kardyn

Nahla

R10

Laurel

Mika

R11

Zarah

Ariana

R12

Ava

Jade

R15

Macabe

Gurnoor

R17

Mathilde

Marques

R21

Abigail

Ethan

R22

CJ

Nikita

R23

Skylah

R24

Jade

Blake

R25

Nevaeh

Hibah

R26

Mike

Amelia

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Colour Your Day Fundraiser
Thank you to all those
who dressed up in
their bright, happy
colours on Thursday
22nd March and
donated a gold coin
for us to put towards
the ‘Our People, Our
City’ Mayoral Fund.
We have raised
$386.00 as a school.
Our minute of silence
was held at 1.40pm.

R8

Poppy Day
April 12th
Bring a gold coin
donation and
receive a poppy to
wear

Jnr Hub Daniel

Jordan-Lee

SH 7

Priya

SH 8

Balkaran

Kirsty
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