
 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: 
Sickness, serious injury or health related appointment  
Bereavement/Tangi Special permission from the Principal 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 6 2019 

Wednesday 8 May, 2019 

It was great to see the 
School Councillors at the 
Papakura Anzac Day Civic 
Service in Papakura, once 
again representing Opaheke 
School. Sam stepped in for 
Head Boy Jacob and he and 
Head Girl Amelia laid a 
wreath. Thanks to the Board 
Chair, Jenn Jury, for 
accompanying the students. 

School held its own ceremony on Tuesday 30 May. Leah G 
and Harlyn K did a fantastic job hosting the event. Head 
Boy Jacob H read the poem For the 
Fallen and Amelia T read the poem 
In Flanders Field. A big thanks to Mr 
Ian Levien for playing the bugle. 

Congratulations Regan H. Rm3, 

Marnie T. Rm 1, Jacob H. SH8, Lily 

H. Rm 1 and Tamsin U. Rm 1 who 

were selected as bus monitors at 

the end of last term. Being a bus 

monitor means helping to keep 

students safe to and from school 

on the school bus. They also 

ensure the right students are 

catching the bus each day. 

OPAHEKE REPRESENTED AT CIVIC SERVICE FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE 

STUDENTS HELP WITH SAFETY 

Every year Opaheke School 

has its own Harmony Day as 

a way of acknowledging all 

the cultures which make up 

our fantastic school. Students 

participate in a variety of 

cultural activities. Students 

are vertically grouped so that 

older students can help 

younger ones, a tuakana 

teina approach. I would like to encourage students to dress in cultural 

costumes if they have these at home. 

HARMONY DAY THIS FRIDAY 
The third week of May is Bullying-Free New Zealand Week. 
Held in conjunction with the Mental Health Foundation’s Pink 
Shirt Day, the week provides a great opportunity for all 
members of our school community to talk about what bullying 
means to them. Schools that encourage respect, value 
opinions, celebrate difference, and promote positive 
relationships make it difficult for bullying behaviour to thrive or 
be tolerated. To achieve this, it needs everyone – school staff, 
students, trustees, parents, whānau and communities – working 
together. Our school will get involved in Bullying-Free NZ Week 
by running some fun and easy activities. Don't wait for bullying 
to happen to talk about 
it!  

Don’t forget to wear 
Pink on Pink Shirt Day 
on Friday 17 May. 

BULLYING-FREE NEW ZEALAND 

OUR NEWSLETTERS ARE GOING 

PAPERLESS FROM TERM 3 
Please ensure we have your updated email contact details to 

send these to you each fortnight 
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Respect for Self and Others 
 
Respect for self and others is one of our school rules and one of four STAR 
values. This value is very much at the heart of all we do at Opaheke School. 
It underpins learning, as learning is not done in isolation, and  
children learn best when they are surrounded by and part of a respectful 
environment. What do we mean by respect? Respect is about a person’s 
attitude to the people and the world around them. We are proud to say that 
our school community (children, whanau, staff and board  
members) is generally a very positive, supportive and respectful one.  
Behaviour that is disrespectful is one reason why learning may be disrupted. 
Consequently, we work hard to encourage a culture of self-respect and respect for others for all children, 
whanau and staff.  
Respect can be seen and heard in the words that we use, the tone in which we say things, the  
actions we take and the acknowledgements we give and receive.  

Children learn about respect from a very young age. Saying please, 
thank you, and excuse me are simple ways of showing respect. 
Similarly, saying good morning or good afternoon when you meet 
people also demonstrates respect. You can help your child learn 
about and show respect by talking to them about times they have 
felt respected and times they have been respectful. Acknowledging 
and praising positive behaviours is a powerful way to reinforce the 
notion of respect at home.  
In the next newsletter we will talk more about our school value of  
Respect for Self and Others.  

Helping each other 

Learning at Opaheke School 

At Opaheke School we strive to make the learning visible 

and agentic. This means we work together to help students 

to learn the best they can. Research shows that when 

students are partners in learning conversations and 
decisions about their goals, they have increased 

participation and motivation to learn.  

We believe (and again research shows) that parent and 

whanau involvement has a positive impact on learning too. 

To support our work in school on developing a language 

of learning, we would encourage you to discuss learning at 

home too. Here are some ideas of questions you might 

like to use at home:  

What was the best thing that happened at school today?  

Tell me something that made you smile at school.  

Tell me about something you learned or something you 

did.  

Was there anything you found really tricky? What 

strategies did you use to help you in your learning?  

Tell me one thing you learned at school today and I’ll tell 

you one thing I learned at work.  

Did you make any mistakes at school today? Tell me 

what you learned from them.  

What challenged you most today?  

What was the nicest thing you did for someone else 

today?  

Supporting Learning at Home 
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Sports Update  

Quick Rip Tournament 

On Wednesday 10th April our Opaheke Year 7 and 8 girls Quick Rip Rugby Team travelled to Pukekohe for the Counties Quick Rip 
Girls Tournament. 

The Opaheke teams' first game was against View Road in which they drew 15-15. Their second game was against Kauri Flats which 
they won 35-5. In their final game they played Wiri Central A in which they 
won 30-5. 

The students need to be congratulated on the way they played and conducted 
themselves throughout the day. The scores reflected the high skill level our 
students showed and the way they played as a team. 

A big thank you again to all those parents that helped with transportation and 
supervision on the day. 

Counties Zone Orienteering 

On Wednesday 1st May, 36 of our Year 5-8 Students represented Opaheke School at the Counties Zone Orienteering.  

The event was held in the picturesque Auckland Botanical Gardens. It was the first year Opaheke 

has entered this event. We had 6 teams participating. The students had a great time running 

and walking around the gardens to locate their given controls. Some were exceptionally speedy. 

Well done to all the students who participated. We had no disqualifications as all students 

accurately completed the courses.  

Thank you to the super parent helpers who assisted with transport. We look forward to having 

more success with this event next year.  

Counties Zone Football 

The Opaheke School year 7 girls soccer team played in the Counties Zones football tournament on 
Tuesday 7th May. They had a hard pool and their final game came down to 
a draw. This resulted in a penalty shoot out, which was also a draw after 3 
shots for each team. Eventually on points countback we came away without 
the win, leaving them bottom of the table.  

Well done to the amazing girls who improved in play throughout the 
tournament.  

Thank you to our amazing parent supporters.  

Opaheke School Netball 

On Saturday, all 9 of our Opaheke School netball teams started their 
netball season with a fantastic day of sun and netball!!  The Papakura 
Netball Centre had their annual dress parade and our girls looked 
amazing in their new uniforms (thanks to Grassroots Trust) and 
accessories (thanks to Louisa Hunter for organising).  We won the best 
banner for the second year running, go Opaheke! Keep your eyes peeled 
for team results and player of the day awards from our netball teams 
here throughout the netball season. 

Year 5 & 6 Winter Sports 

The Rangitoto team are participating in 
skills based lessons for Sport on 
Wednesday afternoons. They will be 
playing these sports for their upcoming 
Winter Field Day. 
This will be held 
on Wednesday 
June 5

th
.  

 

 

 

Year 7 & 8 Winter Sports 

The Maungawhau team are training for their Winter 
Sports Field Day. This will be held on Tuesday June 11

th
. All 

students are participating in one of the four sports 
offered. These are Hockey, UltraRip, Soccer and Netball. 
There is an emphasis on 
participation 
and being a 
challenge taker.  
 

 

 

Results 

4/5/19 

Opaheke Sparkles—POD Freya 

Opaheke Magic—POD Amelia 
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Our Staff 

Lunchtimes at Opaheke  

Easter Baskets 
Students in years 1-4 had the opportunity to make cardboard baskets at the end of last term in the Library. The 

cardboard templates for the baskets were cut using a computerised cutting machine funded by the PTA. The students 

are very proud of their creations!  

Thank you to the PTA for supporting the Library and creative activities at Opaheke School.  

We also welcome back Christie Moore who is returning to her support staff role. We 

would like to introduce Lisette Young (Rainbow Reading and ESOL) and Donna Davidson  

(Caretaker) who are helping cover staff on leave.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Christie Moore                    Lisette Young                  Donna Davidson  

A warm welcome to our new staff  

Debbie Croft (Teacher Aide)  

Hello, my name is Debbie (Debs) Croft and I started this term as a Teacher Aide. I am currently 

assisting in Classrooms 7 and 17, and the Junior Hub. 

I grew up in the Bay of Plenty region but later moved to Auckland with my family, and have since 

lived many years in the United Kingdom.  While there I travelled a great deal and worked as a 

Preparatory School Classroom Assistant, a Boarding School House Mistress, and Nanny to many 

families, all varying and challenging roles I thoroughly enjoyed.  

I returned to NZ to live permanently 16 months ago with my North London born fiancée. We 

have happily settled in Pahurehure and are both enjoying the kiwi lifestyle.  

Working with children and helping them to learn is definitely a passion of mine and I am excited 

to be part of the Opaheke School Community.  

Jenny Deed (Room 16 Class Teacher) 

Hi, my name is Jenny Deed and I am teaching in Room 16. I am very excited to be joining the Opaheke 

Team this term. Teaching is such a rewarding job, seeing the progress that students make at such a 

young age is mind blowing.  I have been teaching now for 11 years and still continue to learn day in and 

day out.  I strive to give all students a love for learning. 

I have two young children, a daughter who started here at Opaheke School last year, and a son who is 

three. 

I have a love for camping, and I enjoy a bit of fishing.  As a family we are very involved with our 

children's sporting activities and spend a lot of time cheering them on! 

I look forward to meeting you all in the future. 

Farewell Kanahana 

We would also like to farewell 

Kanahana Taiaroa who leaves us at the 

end of next week. 

Thank you 

Kanahana for all of 

your tireless work 

supporting our 

tamariki. We wish 

you well! 
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BOT Election Timeline 

8 May—Main roll closes at noon 

10 May—Calling for nominations 

22 May—Supplementary roll closes at noon 

24 May—Nominations close at noon 

27 May—Voting papers posted 

7 June—Election Day (voting closes) 

14 June—Elected trustees take office 

Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Well done to all our students who received an award 

over the past three school weeks.  Our term 2 focus is 

Respect for Self and Others.  Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to Noor, Dasha, 

Alicia, Harnoor and Tasi for attaining 

their gold award certificates. So much 

hard work! 

Term 1 Week 11 Winners 

PTA Notices 

2019 PTA Easter Raffle  

Congratulations to our Easter Raffle top sellers and prize 

draw winners. 

Huge thanks to everyone who donated bags, baskets and 

eggs and who sold or purchased tickets. Without you this 

would not have been possible. 

PTA raised over $2000 for our school. 

End of Term Disco  

Thank you to everyone who attended/helped out at the 

PTA's end of term disco on the 11th April. The children 

all had a great time. The hall was filled with good music, 

smiles, laughter and dancing which is always great to 

see. 

They made $1000 which will be put towards the $3000 

they are contributing to the upgrade of the sound 

system in the hall. 

Your support with these events is appreciated.  

There are so many fantastic things that happen in a school and 
unfortunately we don’t always take the opportunity to share 
this. You will have noticed since the end of last term that we 
are working to change this. We now have a greater presence 
on the Opaheke School Facebook page and we have 
increased the size of our newsletter. The students really 
appreciate all the positive comments we have all been making. 

www.facebook.com/Opahekeschool/  

BOT Notices 

Nominations Open This Friday 

Do you know someone who would make a great 
trustee. Consider nominating them in the upcoming 
election. Nominations open this Friday 10 May and 
close on Friday 24 May.  

Nomination forms will be posted out on the 10th May 

There is still time to see how a Board meeting runs, the 
next meeting is next week on Tuesday 14 May at 7pm 
in the staffroom, you are welcome to come along and 
watch. 

Term 2 Week 2 Winners 

Sharing Our Great Stories 

https://www.facebook.com/Opahekeschool/
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Room 22, Year 3 

In Room 22, we have been working hard on becoming good readers.  

We have been practising how to make predictions, how to retell a story in our own words, and ask 
and answer questions.  

A good reader can sound 
out words they don’t 

know e.g. collaborator. 

A good reader thinks 
about retelling a story 

from beginning, middle to 
end.  

A good reader uses 
their letter-sound 
knowledge when 
reading words. 

A good reader uses 
their letter-sound 
knowledge when 
reading words. 

 
In Room 22, we have been introduced to  

Education for Sustainability. We have had a visitor 
from the Manukau Beautification Trust working on 
behalf of Auckland Council, come to visit us. She 
introduced us to the difference between storm 

water and waste water.  
 

This term, we will be visiting our local stream at 
Greenhaven Reserve and observing what we see. 
We will also be involved in planting native trees 

later this month. 
 

 

 

 

Did you know that rubbish that goes down our storm water drains, goes straight 

out to our rivers, lakes and seas? Only rain goes down our drains!  
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At the beginning of this term we observed ANZAC Day with our annual school 
service. In class, we explored ANZAC Day, why we celebrate it, who was  

affected and what it meant to serve for your country. During this time, we 
wrote ANZAC diamante poems about ANZAC and the war  

Jasmine 

Cindy 

Wairua 

Renee 
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8 May  BOT Elections—Close of Main Roll 

8 May  National Young Leaders Day 

10 May HARMONY DAY 

10 May BOT Elections—Call for nominations 

13-17 May BULLY FREE WEEK 

14 & 16 May Rugby Tackle Trials—Y7 & 8 Boys 

14 May BOT Meeting 7pm 

15 May PTA Meeting 7pm 

17 May Pink Shirt Day 

21 May Whanau Support Hui 6pm 

24 May BOT Elections—nominations close 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

 8 April 6 May 

R1 Niwa Te Rangatira 

R2 Dylan Lara 

R3 Stephanie Jasmine 

R4 Taylor Ashley 

R5 Kaylee Cheyenne 

R6 Ethan Lily 

R7 Agamjot Rayden 

R8 Jaxen Emily 

R9 Kayne Joyous 

R10 Navreet Paavani 

R11  Hannah 

R12 TJ  Aariya 

R15 Kowhai Blayke 

R17 Harrison Lydia 

R21  Smith 

R22 Brooklyn Curtis 

R23 Noor Dasha 

R24 Mikayla  

R25 Miracle Mila 

R26 Nuku Phoebe 

Jnr Hub Damien Piripi 

SH 7 Eta Jayde 

SH 8 Stacy Sahara 

 

RESPECT FOR SELF AND OTHERS is our 
focus for STAR Certificates this term 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2019  

Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September 

Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec 

Welcome to our school —  Angela , Arhaan, Aria, Bailey, Halia, Isla, Jazzleen, Liam, Lily - joining the Junior Hub. 

Kailah and Mini R3. Natalia SH8. Presley R2. Joyous R9. Manumi R16. Gina SH7. Lotomoa R7. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

Thank you Noel Leeming 

for donating our new 

coffee machine in the 
staffroom. 

Thank you Hilda 

Maclachlan for keeping 

our children safe each 
morning and afternoon 

putting out the cones in 

the driveway. 


