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Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 
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Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness, serious 
injury or health related appointment,  bereavement/tangi, special per-
mission from the Principal 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 8 2019 

Wednesday 5 June, 2019 

Every Friday teachers send students from their class, who have applied the 
learning dispositions to help them to achieve their learning goals, to visit me. 
When they come to my office they are able to talk about being a good self 
regulator, thinker, innovator, collaborator or challenge taker and how this has 
helped with their learning. They may even talk about how they climbed the 
mountain on their learning journey to achieve their goal. This is the language 
of learning which is understood by 
everyone at 
Opaheke School. 
Each newsletter 
over winter I will 
feature one of the 
learning 
dispositions. 
The indicators for a 
self regulator: 

Principal’s Learning Disposition Awards  

Opaheke School is one of 13 schools which are part of the 
Rosehill Kāhui Ako. 

What is a Community of Learning | Kāhui 
Ako? 
A Community of Learning | Kāhui Ako is focused on a child’s 
individual learning progress and achievement, from early 
learning through to tertiary and beyond.  
A group of educators work in partnership with parents, 
whānau, communities, iwi and employers to support every 
child’s learning journey with dedicated education resources 
to support each community. 

How does it work? 
A Community of Learning shares best teaching and learning 
practice and experience across its community of education 
providers, sets shared goals within the community to achieve 
in the next 2-3 years (called achievement challenges) 
and collectively works within the community to achieve those 
challenges. 

How will being part of a Community of 
Learning benefit my child or whānau? 

• Your child’s individual learning needs will be better 
supported because their teachers will have greater access to 
information about your child’s progress, as they move from 
early learning services, to school or kura, secondary and 
tertiary education, and into employment. 

• Your child’s teachers can share your child’s learning 
progress and achievement with each other. Knowing 
what your child needs, they will be better able to assist 
them when they need it, at the right time, in the right 
subjects, and in the right place. 

• Your child will benefit from innovative and creative 
teaching and learning practice. Communities of Learning 
let our best teachers share their expertise and 
experience with each other. This will help lift the overall 
quality of teaching in our early learning services and 
schools. 

Schools will have more opportunities to partner with tertiary 
providers and employers to support your child’s career and 
employment opportunities.  
Next week I will share with you the other schools in the 
Rosehill Kāhui Ako and who the leaders are.  Next term you 
will learn how you can get involved in your Kāhui Ako. 

Did you know your school is part of a Kāhui Ako? 

Beginning Developing Consolidating Extending  

I follow 
routines and I 
know when to 
ask for help. 

I know what to do 
without needing 
instructions. 

I am proactive in 
my learning. 

I am proactive and 
persevere, I problem 
solve and seek 
assistance when 
required. 

 

I organise 
myself and 
look after my 
belongings. I 
stay on task 
and ask for 
help when it is 
needed. 
  

I organise myself 
for learning and 
look after my 
environment. I 
concentrate for 
longer periods of 
time and move 
away from 
distractions. 

I am a self-
directed learner. 
I organise my 
learning and extra 
responsibilities. 

I prioritise what 
needs to be done to 
complete tasks. I 
structure my 
environment to 
ensure success to 
meet my learning 
needs and goals. 

 

I talk about 
my learning 
with other 
people and 
ask for help 
when I need 
it. 

I understand that 
I have a definite 
role to play in my 
learning. 

I identify that my 
learning is a 
partnership by 
completing my 
work and 
becoming more 
independent 

I understand that 
success in my 
learning is a 
partnership. I am a 
self-directed learner 
who sets and reviews 
goals for learning 
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Senior and junior hub 

students buddied up 

to create siapo 

artwork to celebrate 

Samoan language 

week. 

Samoan Language Week 
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Creating in the Junior Hub—In the Junior Hub we love making things!  
 

Sometimes the older 
students come down 
to help us with the 

tricky things like 
gluing. We made 
these autumn art 

pictures with leaves 
we found.  

 
 
 

 
 

We made maracas too 
after reading the Alpaca 
story. Tricky work but so 

much fun! 
 

 
 
 

Our STAR Values 

Everyday Learning at Opaheke School 

Respect for Self and Others: Peer Mediators Promote Peace in our Playgrounds.  
One of our school STAR Values is Respect for Self and Others. If we do this well, we can 
live in peace alongside one another. On a broad level peace can be  
described as freedom from disturbance and imminent danger creating calm and 
tranquillity.   

What we want for all our students, their whanau  and 
ourselves is to be at peace, free from anxiety or distress 
so that we can go about our daily lives.  
 
In order to help with this at school we have Peer Mediators who help  
students resolve conflict in the playground peacefully.  Peer Mediation is an 
approach to conflict resolution based on solving problems in a win / win way. The 
students  learn how to become active listeners, identify their  
feelings, make ‘I Statements’ and use all of these skills, to resolve any  
conflicts they may experience at school. This helps them to develop their self-
esteem and promotes a safe, happy environment in which they can learn.  

 
Children learn how to solve conflict and problems early on in life. Families play an important part in how their 
children react to situations and you can model positive ways to handle conflict in the home.  
 
 

In the next issue of the newsletter we will describe some of the ways we resolve problems and restore relationships.  

Rules of Peer Mediation 

• No interrupting 

• No name calling 

• Be as honest as you can 

• Try to solve the problem   

OUR 2019 PEER MEDIATORS  
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Sports Update  

All Cozy and Snug in their Pyjamas 

Tennis Skills for Year 3 & 4 
By the end of the term all Year 3 and 4 classes will have had at least two 
tennis sessions with Coach Matt from Counties Tennis. 

Coach Matt has taught us how to hold a tennis racket correctly and the best 
way to hit the tennis ball. He has taught us lots of fun activities that help us 
with our hand and eye co-ordination skills. It isn't always easy to hit a 
moving ball. We have learnt how to hit a tennis ball across the net. We now 
know that it is easier to hit the ball once it bounces in front of us.  

Children's voice: 

Wyatt: we hold the tennis racket with one hand. 

Marica: We swing the racket backwards before we hit the 
ball. 

Miracle: I like shooting the ball. 

Odin:  We have been learning to hit the ball correctly. 

Robbie: To block the tennis ball you need to hold the 
racket out to stop the ball. 

Opaheke Sparkles 
DATE: 24/5 TEAM NAME: 
Sparkles POD Jade 

DATE: 18/5 TEAM NAME: 
Sparkles POD: Kianna 

OUR NEWSLETTERS ARE GOING PAPERLESS FROM TERM 3 
Do we have your contact details to send these to you each fortnight? Newsletters will still be 

available on our website.  

Opaheke Netball Results 

Last Tuesday, 28 May the School Councillors’ ran PJ Day for the entire school. This was purely a fun 
day with no cost. There was a vast array of pyjamas and almost all students joined in the fun. 
Keep an eye out for the next School Councillors’ event. 

Class and team photos will be taken on  

Tuesday 18th June. 

 

Envelopes have been sent home with 

each student, please ensure these are 

filled out and returned individually if you 

would like to order a class photo. 

PhotoLife - Class/Team Photos 
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Our Staff 

Lunchtimes at Opaheke  

Construction Club   

Construction club is a place where you can build amazing creations. At 

construction club you can make origami or build with lots of different 

kinds of materials like Lego, Duplo, K’Nex, cardboard boxes and even 

just paper. Sometimes we have other students who come along to teach 

us something like Origami.  

I like construction club because I can create and make lots of different of 

things. I go with my friends and we chat as we make and build together. 

It’s a great way to 

spend a lunchtime.  

Written by Kiniasi M 
(Room 17)  

Introducing our wonderful School Librarian - Mrs Louana McCormack 

 Our Library is a busy place! I help classes and students find books, organise 
lunchtime craft activities, search out exciting books to buy, process books to 
get them ready for our students to read, organise reading events, and so 
much more!  
  
I started at Opaheke in 2017, I previously worked in the Library at Rosehill 
College.  
What I love most is searching out books that I know our students will love! 
The best part is when they come back and tell me about how much they 
enjoyed reading the books I suggested.  
  
I am a creative person and I love making things! When I have some free time 
I love to sew and crochet but I also like to try new crafts too and I've recently 
been experimenting with Resin. I have a daughter (13) and a son (10) who 
keep me busy too.  

Our Teachers Love Learning! 

On May 23rd Opaheke School hosted another Teacher Mini Meet. Teachers from 
eight other local primary school came along after school to share some of the 
ways we use digital technologies to support learning. Twenty five teachers came 
along to learn something new and six teachers hosted workshops about the tools 
and technologies they have been using in their class. Mini Meets are a great way 
for teachers to learn from each other.  

Opaheke Support 
Staff Day  

We celebrate Support 

Staff Day on the second 

Wednesday in June! Join 
us on Wednesday 12th 

June to say thanks for 

the incredible work they 

do supporting our 

teachers and learners. 

Cards and messages 

welcome! 

 

 

Lunchtime construction 

club is held on Wednes-

day’s in Room 17 with 

Miss Horley. Come and 

join us! 
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BOT Election Timeline 

7 June—Election Day (voting closes) 

14 June—Elected trustees take office 

Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Well done to all our students who received awards 

over the past two weeks.  Our term 2 focus is Respect 

for Self and Others.  Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to Eloise, Braith, Brooke and Ceasar for 

attaining their gold award certificates. So much hard work! 

PTA Notices 

Sponsors  
The PTA is currently seeking sponsorship for the carnival.  If you work for, own or know of a 
company that might want to be involved in supporting the biggest fundraiser of our school 
year we would really appreciate it if you could get in touch with Leanne our sponsorship co-
ordinator on Leanner@orcon.net.nz. 

Helpers  
We have not yet had any response to our call for helpers for the organising of this years 
carnival, to ensure this fundraising event is a success we really need helpers.   If you would 
like to be involved or have any ideas we would love to hear from you.  You can email Kirsty 
at kirstyjrocks@gmail.com for further information or feel free to come along to the planning 
meeting on Monday 10th June in the school staffroom.  Even the smallest offer of help can really make a difference. 

BOT Notices 

Term 2 Week 5 Winners 

On behalf of the current BOT, staff and students of Opaheke School, we would like to 
acknowledge and thank the many years of time, effort and dedication to the school of 
our current BOT members who are departing this year. Particularly, Mr Andrew Wickers 
(BOT member 2010-2019, BOT Chairperson 2013-2018) and Mr Patrick O'Halloran (BOT 
member 2013-2019). We appreciate all you have done and wish you all the best for the 
future. 

We held a "meet the candidate" evening last Thursday in the staffroom and our 8 
candidates and the staff representative (Mrs Glennis Williams) came along. We are very 
grateful to have enough parent nominations to hold an election, as a sign of strong community involvement in our 
school. Please take the time to read over the information that was posted to you last week and ensure you vote to have 
your say on who represents Opaheke School on our Board of Trustees. 

Principal’s Learning Disposition 
Awards 

Congratulations to these students for using the 
learning dispositions; being a self regulator, 
thinker, innovator, collaborator and challenge 
taker to help them to achieve their learning 
goals. 
Keep climbing, we are so proud of your efforts. 

mailto:Leanner@orcon.net.nz
mailto:kirstyjrocks@gmail.com
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It has been a busy start to the term! There has been lots going on in Room 7, here are a few reflections 
from some students to explain what has been going on. 

Learning Climb: Our Mountain  
At Opaheke we have this thing called DISPOSITIONS the easiest way 

to remember it is STICC  
This stands for: Self-Regulator, Thinker, Innovator, Collaborator and 

Challenge Taker  
We have these dispositions to keep our school balanced and a fun 
place to learn. Probably the best ones to do in class is to do Self 
Regulator & Thinker. If you get put in groups, then the best one 
would be collaborator the best one of all is Challenge Taker.  
We made our mountain out of paddles. Our Paddles represent us 
rowing our waka in the same direction. It reminds us that even 
though we all have our different learning paths we are all on this 
journey.    By Shane & Aria 

Speeches: 

In weeks 3 and 4 room seven started writing their speeches about connection. Each child chose a topic 
relating to connection.  The process that Room 7 had undergone was the writers’ processes. After we had 
finished our drafts we then got to copy it onto power point and then print them out as que cards. 
  
Each of the different speeches has a different timing. This week when the kids finished their speeches the 
teachers chooses them to present it to the class. I am feeling nervous about presenting my speech in front 
of the whole class. I am also sure that others are too.  
By Karmanjit and Orlando 
 
Kindness: 
Kindness is very important because it's a part of who you are. 
We try very hard in Room 7 to be kind. We know this helps us feel happier and when you are happy, 
learning is easier.  
 We all try to use kindness every day and if you haven't then give it a go.  You could help your mum and 
dad out by doing your chores without being asked. You could be kind to your teacher by handing out 
books once they are marked, or you can be kind to your friends by letting them pick a game to play for a 
lunchtime.  
  
What could you do to show a little more kindness? 
By: Zac and Shardai 

Self Portraits: 
Room seven have been looking at our emotions and why we 
are we feeling them. We decided to do emotional  
portraits of ourselves. To do this we needed to draw a  
portrait of ourselves. We first did a draft in our sketching 
book and then we watch a video on how to draw a face and 
the proportions of it. Once we did that, we drew a picture of 
ourselves on to a special water colour paper. Afterwards we 
discussed how emotions could be shown with colours. We 
talked about all the different emotions we can feel in a day. 
We reflected on how we were feeling that morning, then 
splattered our emotions over our self portraits.  
By Tessa and Ellie    
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Earlier this term we had Harmony Day. Ms Henry 
helped students make a korowai. It was such a 
big job that during the week after Harmony Day 
Room 24 students had to continue to colour and 
cut out feathers and glue them individual 
together to complete the Korowai. It was a great 
collaborative art project! 

Room 24  

Year 3/4 

This week we are linking our 
writing and our inquiry topic, 
Building a Nation. Last week we 
chose a nation to research and 
write a report about. In writing, 
we are drafting questions to help 
guide us when we are researching 
and finding information about our 
chosen nation. Once we have 
finished researching, we will 
write a report on our chosen 
nation and present our findings to 
the rest of the class.    

In mathematics we have been learning how to tell 
time on an analog clock. So far we can tell when it 
is o’clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past.  

In digital learning, we are 
beginning to use OneNote in our 
literacy programme. Some of us 
are doing independent writing on 
our devices and we are publishing 
our work as well. In Reading we 
complete follow up activities on 
OneNote. We are also exploring 
other literacy online programmes 
such as TumbleBooks.  
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6 June Counties Zone Rugby—Girls   18 June BOT Meeting 7pm 

7 June Election day      19 June CEM Tests/Exams 

7-9 June 40 Hour Famine     19 June  PTA Meeting 7pm 

11 June Year 7 & 8 Winter Field Days   20 June  Sausage Sizzle 

12 June Year 5 & 6 Winter Field Days    

12 June Support Staff Day 

12 June Term 2 Hui—6pm 

13 June Declaration of Election Results 

13 June Scholastics Book Orders—last day 

14 June New BOT takes office 

18 June PhotoLife—Class/Team Photos 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

 27 May  

R1 Kaleece  

R2 Ruth  

R3 Saeus  

R4 Jasmine  

R5 Prun  

R6   

R7 Shaib  

R8 Jasmine  

R9 Freya  

R10 Akhbar  

R11 AJ  

R12 Winnie  

R15 Dominic  

R16 Isabella  

R17 Claire  

R21 Isabelle  

R22 Michael  

R23 Tyler  

R24 Salvation  

R25 Alishba  

R26 Daranay  

Jnr Hub Alexis  

SH 7 Priya  

SH 8 Aryandeep  

 

RESPECT FOR SELF AND OTHERS is our 
focus for STAR Certificates this term 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2019  

Term 2—Monday 29 April to Friday 5 July 

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 September 

Term 4—Monday 14 October to Friday 13 Dec 

Welcome to our school —  Aania, Annie & Jaxon, Libby (Junior Hub). Amitoj R8. Anetta R10. 

Abhay R24. Houston R25. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

WELCOME! 

Thank you to all the parents/caregivers who let us know when their children 

are not going to be at school.  Student safety is very important to us and we 

like to make sure all students who are supposed to be here are here everyday. 

Just a friendly reminder if you are calling and leaving a message about your 

child please remember to speak slowly and clearly and leave their full name 

and room number so we can identify them easily. 

You can text, email, message via skool loop or call us to advise us of absences. 

Your efforts to help us keep your children safe is greatly appreciated. 


