
 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness, serious 
injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi, special  
permission from the Principal. 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 13 2019 

Wednesday 28 August, 2019 

MEASLES 

THREAT 
See page 8 
for details. 

 

Is your child 
vaccinated? 

This graph shows the percentage of Year 1, 2 and 

3 students attending regularly is greater in our 
school than in all comparison groups. 

(Attending regularly is over 90% of half days) 

HOW OUR ATTENDANCE IS TRACKING 

PARENT CONCERNS/COMPLAINTS 

Every three years the Board of Trustees conducts a school community 
survey, often to coincide with the introduction of a new Board term 
following the triennial elections. 
They are asking the community big questions on topics such as school 
uniform and religious instruction.  There are less questions around 
health and sexuality education as these questions were part of the 
biennial health survey, conducted last year in July and August. 
It will take approximately 10 minutes to complete the survey and we 
would like at least one person form every family to complete it. 
This is the online link, however if you wish to complete the survey by 
pen and paper please pick up a copy at the office. 
 

http://bit.ly/2KB6Id5 

‘Who will you wear your daffodil for?’ 

Many of us know of someone 

who is or have been affected by 

cancer. In 2016 we lost one of 

our students, Kosta Wolfgram, to 

this awful sickness. 

We also have staff who have 

battled cancer and it is for these 

reasons that Opaheke School 

places a big emphasis on Daffodil Day. In 

addition to the gold coins students bring for the 

flowers and stickers we also have individual 

students making big collections on large coin 

posters. The staff also make Friday a big day 

with a morning tea which staff donate money 

through, a raffle and an auction. Last year the 

councillors collection from students raised $190 

and the staff raised $570.  

LET SEE IF WE CAN BEAT THAT THIS YEAR! 

DAFFODIL DAY 
FRIDAY 30 AUGUST 

 

From time to time is it important to remind our school community the we have a Parent 
Concerns / Complaint Policy. We take parent concerns very seriously and it is important that 
appropriate processes 
are followed to ensure 
an expedient and 
satisfactory outcome. A 
copy of all the school 
policies are on the 
school website 
www.opaheke.school.nz 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SCHOOL COMMUNITY SURVEY 

http://bit.ly/2KB6Id5
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Te Reo Maori at Opaheke School 

2019 

Our te reo phrases for this term are 
focused on feelings. Do you know how 
to ask someone how they are and do 
you know how to respond when you 
are asked?  

Kei te pēhea koe? How are you?  

Wk.5 Kei te hiamoe ahau. (I am 
sleepy) 
Wk6 Kei te riri ahau (I am angry)  

Practise at home and at school. Greet 
and ask visitors how they are as they 
arrive at your house/room. 

Everyday Learning at Opaheke School 

. 

 

  

  

  

FRIDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 

This is a day where we 
traditionally thank our hard 

working teachers for all they do 
for our children. Your child may 
like to make a card, say a special 
thank you or do something nice 

for their teacher on the day. 

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY 

BOOK WEEK 

We certainly packed a lot of 
activities in to Book Week this 
year! A group of Year 4 students 
headed to the Storylines Festival 
special event at the Vodafone 
Events Centre in Manukau on 
Monday. They listened to 
Authors and Illustrators talk about their books and how they find 
inspiration for their work. This was a fun event and it was even 
filmed for What Now!  

The Library was a busy place at 
lunchtimes. We had storytime, 
making mini books, colouring 
in bookmarks, even making 
peg piranhas from the book 
'Piranhas don't eat Bananas'.  

Author Michel Mulipola spoke to 
students in years 5-8 on Tuesday. He is a 
prolific illustrator, his work includes 
School Journals, Books and even being 
commissioned by Marvel to design 
trading cards. Michel's story had a big 
impact on our students and many were 
looking for the books he illustrated in 
the Library after his visit. 

The wet weather couldn't dampen our 
spirits on Friday when our Book 
Character parade had to be moved to 
the hall. There were lots of parents 
there to wave and cheer for the Book 
Characters as they took part in a fashion 
show in the Hall.  

The highlight of the week was on Thursday when the whole School 
was treated to a show from Perform Education. Students were up 
close to the two performers who sung and acted a story based 
around several New Zealand Books. They were high energy and all 
students were able to be part of the show as members of Treeland 
and Seaview. A big thank you to the PTA for its generous 
sponsorship of the performance.  

http://tereomaori.tki.org.nz/Teacher-tools/Te-reo-Maori-lesson-plans/Curriculum-level-1/Kei-te-pehea-koe-How-are-you
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Sports Update  

HELP PLEASE 

One of our parents 

is no longer able to 
help with our 

Parent Road Patrol 

Roster. We need a 
volunteer for a Wednesday morning 

from 8am until 8.20am to stand to the 

side of the crossing on Tasman Drive 
and support our Road Patrol Monitors 

as they help children cross the road.  

Please contact the office with your 
details if you can spare 20 minutes 

once a week to help our students get 

to school safely.   

Thank you.  

National Administration Guidelines 6 – Legislation 

The Board of trustees are currently reviewing the legislation 

section of its policies. From Tuesday 27 August you will be 
able to view the proposed changes to the policies listed 

below at the school office, reception area. You may provide 

written feedback up to and including Monday 9 September. 

• Copyright and Licenses 

• Enrolment and Zoning 

• Privacy of Personal 

Information 

• Protected Disclosures 

• Stand-Downs, 

Suspensions and 
Exclusions 

• Anti-Bullying (to be 

moved to NAG 5) 
 

BOT Policy Review 

 
Y7/8 Counties Zone Cross Country 

Congratulations to our students who participated in the 

Y7/8 Counties Zone Cross Country on Thursday 15th 

August at the Pukekohe A&P Showgrounds.  You all did 

fantastic on a hard course.  

Here are the results of our students. 

Year 7 Girls - Madelline 48th 

Year 7 Boys - Regan 44th  

Year 8 Boys - Aryandeep 23rd and Jacob 24th  

Y7/8 Netball Tournament 

On Thursday 15th August we sent a team of 12 Year 7 & 

8 girls to a Netball Tournament at Bruce Pulman Park. 

This was a team made up of girls who will be attending 

the Sports Camp next month. The team played three 

games across the day. Although not managing to win a 

game, they improved throughout the day. They did very 

well considering they were playing teams that are in 

preparation mode for AIMS and that have been training 

together for months! Well done Opaheke.  

Y7/8 Boys Rugby League 

Congratulations to Presley who was 

selected to play for North Counties 

in the Zone League Tournament.  

Results will come through later this 

week. They had a tough pool 

playing against Manurewa and Wiri 

Central on the 27th August. 

 Y7/8 Sports Camp  

Ice Cream Fundraiser - Wednesday 4th September, lunch time 

If your child would like an ice cream in a cone they can bring 

their money along on Wednesday 4th September at lunch time 

to purchase one.  These will be sold for $1 each. 

Car Wash Fundraiser - Saturday 7th September, 10am-3pm 

Do you need a break from washing your own car?  Come along 

to the Opaheke School carpark off Tasman Drive and our 

students will happily wash your car for you for a small price of 

$10 per car. 

Next sport camp parents meeting will be on Thurs 12th Sept, 6-6.30pm. 
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Our Staff 

Congratulations to Miss Amesha Patel and Mrs Elizabeth van der Klip  

Opaheke School is proud to announce that Miss Patel and Mrs van der Klip have been accepted into the 
Microsoft Innovative Educator Experts programme. The Microsoft Innovative Educator (MIE) Experts 
programme is a premier programme created to recognise educators from around the world who are making 
a difference. The New Zealand MIE Experts are a community of passionate educators who are constantly 
learning, growing and working together. These teachers skillfully incorporate digital technologies into their 
classrooms.  In the October school holidays 60 NZ MIE Experts will meet together for a weekend of innovative 
learning at Microsoft House in Auckland.   

MIE Experts are passionate about teaching and learning, and inspire 
students with creative thinking, and work in a truly collaborative spirit 
to share their learning with the others. MIE Experts share their learning 
with colleagues and other educators through local training programs 
in their own school systems, presentations at conferences, blogs, social 
channels, and more. Resourceful and entrepreneurial, they relish the 
role of change agent, and work to achieve excellence in education 
using Microsoft technologies coupled with their innovative teaching 
practices. - Microsoft  

MIE Experts have the following 

opportunities: 

• Access to professional and 
career development 
opportunities and 
certifications 

• Sharing expertise with world-
renowned educators and 
specialists to scale their 
innovations 

• Building educator capacity in 
our wider community by 
speaking, training and/or 
coaching colleagues 

• Participating in focus groups 

giving feedback to 

development teams on 

Microsoft products 

• Testing new products while in 

beta form and participating in 
pre-release programs for 

certain education-related tools 

• Collaborating with innovative 

educators around the world at 

global events like the E2 

Educator Exchange and in 

online spaces.  

Minecraft in the Classroom  

Room 8 are Beta - Testers!  

We have been lucky enough to 

participate in a trial of a brand new 

Minecraft world called Ngā Motu, a 

world based in Te Ao Māori. Not yet 

released to the public  

Room 8 have been exploring and trialing, 

helping to find bugs and work out where 
things might be able to be improved. We 

love being beta testers!  

Here are some pictures of us developing 

our Te Reo vocabulary by finding new 

words and creating a picture gallery of 

our new words. So many new words and 

things for us to learn in Ngā Motu!   
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Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Well done to all our students who received awards 

this week.  Our term 3 focus is Achieving Personal Best  

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to the students who have attained their gold 

award certificates over the past two weeks. So much hard 

work! 

PTA Notices 

Term 3 Week 5 Winners 

Principal’s Learning Disposition Awards 

Congratulations to these 
students for using the 
learning dispositions; 
being a self regulator, 
thinker, innovator, 
collaborator and 
challenge taker to help 
them to achieve their 
learning goals. Keep 
climbing, we are so 
proud of your efforts! 

Upcoming PTA Meeting 
In order for the school to function effectively for the 
students’ welfare, it is important that both teachers and 
parents come together. 

PTA stands for Parent Teacher Association, a school-
based organisation with a mission to make the school a 
better place for children to learn. Parents of students 
work together with teachers to raise money 
for school supplies and generally support 
the school's efforts. 

Our next PTA meeting is TONIGHT 28th August at 7pm 
in the Staffroom.  

We invite anyone who wants to come and share their 
ideas!  

Calendar & Diary Fundraiser 
Classes are currently working on their art masterpieces 
for this annual fundraiser. Look out for Calendar order 

forms coming home next week. 

The Term 3 Hui is coming up on Thursday 12th 

September in the staffroom from 6.30pm till 7.30pm.   

Our school Kapa Haka group will be giving a 

performance at the Hui.   

Notices will be sent out next week, please return 

these to school prior to the Hui to confirm your 

attendance for catering and child minding purposes. 

Kapa Haka - Term 3 Hui 

Term 3 Week 6 Winners 

Breakfast Club 

Our breakfast club is now running for 

children from families currently 

experiencing strained circumstances. 

Thanks to Sanitarium and Fonterra we 

can accept a maximum of 30 students.  

If you want to apply for your child to be in the breakfast club 

or if you would like to volunteer to help with it please contact 

the office to get an application form. 

Our school councillors are having a Sausage Sizzle 

on Thursday 5th September.  Tickets can be 

purchased for $2 up until 

Wednesday 4th September.   

The councillors will be going 

around the classrooms each 

morning to collect the money 

and give out tickets to the 

child or teacher.  Please do 

not bring money to the office. 

The children with tickets will 

be able to collect their 

sausages at lunch time on the day. 

Sausage Sizzle 
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Room 21—Year 4 
 
In Term two Room 21 investigated Matariki and asked  
why Matariki is an important celebration.  We produced  

amazing “Matariki” pictures using paint, chalk and black  
paper.  Here are a few of our pictures. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This term we have been learning about sustainability – and how to look after the 
environment, people and animals in it. We learned that animals have different  
habitats to live, eat and breed in. Sometimes these habitats are damaged and  

destroyed by people’s actions.   
 
As part of our Inquiry we will investigate how we can help maintain habitats so that 
animals can live freely without becoming endangered.  Room 21 students want to 

help endangered animals. We suggest you... 
 
✓ Pick up rubbish so it doesn’t go down the drain and into the 

sea. 
✓ Use re-useable bags when shopping. 

✓ Pick up rubbish at the beach. 

✓ Don’t buy any products made from endangered animal skins 

or horns.  

✓ Find a habitat close to home and adopt it and look after it.  

✓ Recycle as many items as possible including paper, glass and plastic. 

✓ Use the bread maker instead of buying bread. 

✓ Compost vegetable waste. 

✓ Reuse items instead of buying new ones.   

✓ Turn off the power if you are not using it.   

✓ Turn off the tap when you brush your teeth.   

 



 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

 

The Bomb: Room 5 
During Book Week, Room 5 read the book ‘The Bomb’ by Sacha 

Cotter, which recently won the Margaret Mahy Book of the Year 

at the NZ Book Awards. After reading the book, we discuss how 

the main character Manu demonstrated our school dispositions. 

Here are some of our ideas.  

“And I’d do it in my own spe-

• Manu was a self-regulator because he kept on trying and didn’t give up. 

• Manu was a self-regulator because he asked for help and got advice. 

• He showed innovation by coming up with his own ideas of how to do the best bomb.  

• His Nan helped him find is own voice and he learnt to believe in his ideas. 

• To help him with his own ideas, he studied how others did their bombs. 

• He was a challenge-taker when he was willing to jump off the wharf. 

• Manu wanted to do his best and he believed in himself. 

• He was willing to never give up and he strived to do the best bomb. 

• Even though others bullied him and laughed at him, he was willing to keep going 

and use different strategies to do the best bomb. 

• Manu was a challenge-taker because every time he failed, he would go back and try 

• He showed collaboration by working with his Nan 

to find a solution to his problem. 

• He was a collaborator because he listened to the 

advice and then used it to make it happen. 

• He was a thinker because he thought about how to improve his bomb. 

• He asked complex questions, he analysed his ideas and he thought about how to do 

the best bomb. 

• He thought about new ideas and he thought about what he needed to do to be 

ready to complete the best bomb. 

Self-regulator 

Innovator 

Challenge-taker 

Collaborator 

Thinker 
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28 Aug PTA Meeting     

29 Aug Rehu Tai—Hingaia School   
29 Aug Maungarei Zoo Trip  

30 Aug Daffodil Day  

30 Aug Last day for Scholastics Book Club orders 
1-7 Sep Tongan Language Week 

3 Sep  Whanau Support Hui 6pm 

4 Sep  Y7/8 Girls Rugby League Counties 
4 Sep  Ice Cream Fundraiser 

5 Sep   Sausage Sizzle 
6 Sep  Teacher Appreciation Day 

6 Sep  PTA Movie Night 

7 Sep  Carwash Fundraiser 
9-15 Sep Maori Language Week 

10 Sep BOT Meeting 7pm 

12 Sep    Sports Camp Parent Meeting 6pm 
12 Sep    Kapa Haka and Maori Hui 6.30pm 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

 19 Aug 26 Aug 

R1 Brianna Martin 

R2 Jay Losa 

R3 Mohkam Dilanna 

R4 Ayla Tori 

R5 Nixon Zoe 

R6 Paige  

R7 Vieve Kora 

R8 Cindy  

R9 Molly Freya 

R10 Paavani Tawera 

R11  Ariana 

R12 Carter Aariya 

R15 Ollie Chini 

R16 Daniel Eleina 

R17 Kalpana Ethan 

R21  Nevaeh 

R22 Vivaan Meadow 

R23 Anthony Joel 

R24 Nani  

R25 Pablo Alex 

R26 Rebecca Cooper 

Jnr Hub Angela Annie 

SH 7 Eta Balkaran 

SH 8 Tatiana Charli 

 

ACHIEVING PERSONAL BEST is our focus 
for STAR Certificates this term 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2019  

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 Sept 

Term 4—Monday 14 Oct to Friday 13 Dec 

Welcome to our school —  Flynn (Junior Hub) 

PAID ADVERTISING 

WELCOME! 

TERM DATES FOR 2020  

Term 1—Monday 3 Feb to Thursday 9 April 

Term 2—Tuesday 28 April to Friday 3 July 

Term 3—Monday 20 July to Friday 25 Sept 

Term 4—Monday 12 Oct to Tues 15 Dec  

Lameko McCartney - Licensee Salesperson, Ray White Papakura 

lameko.mccartney@raywhite.com 

We have sent home the Book Club 

order forms this week, these are due 

back at school by Friday 30th August.   

Remember for every order you place 

our school receives reward points 

which we can use to purchase more 

books for our library here at school 

for all children to enjoy. 

Happy ordering. 

Scholastic Book Club 


