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Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness, serious 
injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi, special  
permission from the Principal. 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 
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Wednesday 25 September, 2019 

MAUNGAKIEKIE DANCE RECITAL A HUGE SUCCESS 

This was the first time that Opaheke School 
has participated in Sports Camp and one of 
the only schools in Papakura to compete in 
this elite fixture.  
The students had a fantastic although tiring 
week at Totara Springs in Matamata. The 
students picked up two trophies—one for 
hockey and one for shooting.  A great 
result for the first time. 
The sports camp was such a success that 
we might look for expressions of interest 
for candidates in 2020. 
Thanks again to Allendale Electrical and 
Auckland Reinforcing Services for 
sponsoring the teams, the parent 
volunteers and Mrs Smit and Mr Oxenham 
for organising the event. 

As part of our Year 5-8 Health Curriculum we 
have had the Life Education Mobile Classroom at 
school.  

Students have been learning about the 
importance of hygiene, how the body changes 
as we get older, and how this can affect how we 
act and feel.    

Having the Life Ed Classroom normally costs $5 -
$7 but we have been able to reduce the cost to 
$2 thanks to the ongoing support from our PTA  
who fund almost $3000 towards this.   

LIFE EDUCATION CARAVAN AND HAROLD VISITS 

Last Wednesday as part of our Arts curriculum the Junior school children participated in a 
folk dancing performance for our whanau. We learnt the sequence of movement for 
several dances, how to move to the beat of the music, and of course we had to work 
together.  At the end of the performance we showed our families how clever we are at sign 
language. We sang ‘Paradise’ and signed the words. Thank you to the families that came. 
The children really enjoyed having their parents join in the dancing.  

SPORTS CAMP ATHLETES PICK UP 
TWO TROPHIES 

PASIFIKA EVENING 

POSTPONED 

Unfortunately we only had one 

family register for this so we have 

decided to postpone to a time 

which is more convenient for 

families. I wish all our Pasifika 

families a happy Term 3 holiday. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Opaheke School often gets requests for 
schools to visit. Most of the schools are other 
Auckland Schools but occasionally we have 
overseas visiting schools. Last week we had 
the Principal and two Learning Leaders visit 
from Doncaster Gardens Primary School in 
Melbourne, to see how we integrate Visible 
Learning and the Learning Dispositions with 
digital technology.  

EVERY DAY MATTERS 

Term 3 
finishes on 
Friday 27 
September. 
This is a full 
day of 
learning 
finishing at 
the usual time of 2.30pm. 
Students who miss this day 
miss vital learning. 
Please send your children 
along to school. 
Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation. 
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Te Reo Maori at Opaheke School 

2019 

Our te reo phrases for this term are 
focused on feelings. Do you know how 
to ask someone how they are and do 
you know how to respond when you 
are asked?  

Kei te pēhea koe? How are you?  

Wk.9 He tino harikoa au (I am really 
happy) 
Wk.10: Practise all of the feelings 
phrases from weeks 1-9. How many 
can you remember?  Check out our FB 
page if you can’t remember them.  

Everyday Learning at Opaheke School 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

Our School Values and Dispositions 

You can only achieve your personal best if you keep persevering. 

It’s about being a challenge taker and not giving up until you 

complete the task you started. 

We can all develop perseverance in ourselves and help others to 

develop it too.  

1) Teach ‘don’t give up’ words and phrases like ‘I can do it’ and 

‘I’ll try again’  

2) Model effort: show your child an example of you not giving 

up on a difficult task  

3) Start a family motto like ‘quitters never win’ or ‘In this family 

we finish what we start’ or ‘Don’t get mad, don’t get sad, get 

determined’.  

 

Martin Luther King said “If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run 

then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do you 

have to keep moving forward”.  If we keep trying and we keep 

moving forward towards our goals we can only improve and get 

closer to achieving our personal best.  

Opaheke School students 

participated in the 

Storyathon event for Term 

3.                           

I am Jewish There Is No 
Escape by Mathilde L  
I am Freida, I am twelve, I 
have a boyfriend, But none 
of that matters now 
because the Nazis are here 
and I am Jewish. I'm sitting 
in my authentic Hebrew 
cot, listening to the sirens 
surrounding me. There is 
one last screech. One by 
one the sirens turn off. The 
silence makes me 
unsteady, unready for such 
a change. As Nazis move 
on, to terrorise the next 
town, I swing my legs off 
the edge of the bed, I sit up 
and sing myself a hebrew 
song to help me sleep. But 
I am Jewish there's never 
an escape. 

The Loup-Garou By Harleen G  

The luminescent full moon was 
rising in the sky. There he was, 
peering at me from behind. 
"Who are you" I screamed, 
being discouraged by how 
terribly weak I sounded. His 
grin, turned into a laugh, then 
a deep cackle. 
As the moon reached its 
highest point, pieces of brown 
fur crept up his arms, legs and 
face. His facial features 
changed from human to wolf. 
The clothing covering him tore 
into pieces as he started 
growing. 
He was... The Loup-Garou! 
Only one thought entered my 

mind as the mythical creature 

pounded towards me… 

The Cell by Ilah C 

Darkness. Silence. Days had 

passed and still I wait for 

the day I will escape this 

cell. I knew the day loomed 

close that I would make my 

great escape, an escape no 

one would be prepared for. 

The more days I spent in 

this cell, the stronger I got. I 

now knew this place like the 

palm of my hand, maybe 

even better than the 

guards that worked here. 

The person in the cell next 

to me spent his days crying 

and regretting the terrible 

things he did. I would not 

miss him. My escape would 

be very soon...  

Can you tell a story in just 100 words? That was our 

challenge! Here are a few of the stories we created.  

Run and Don’t Stop. By Charli C 

Run... keep going.... Don’t let him 

catch you....’ I looked back. He 

wasn't there. ‘Thanks Irene.’  

“I know you're out there!” 

his maniacal voice echoed through 

the dense woods as I ducked 

behind a bush. His loud and crazy 

laugh pierced my ears. I couldn’t 

stay here forever. So I ran. I ran like 

heck. 

I could hear him catching up, the 

leaves crunching as I gapped it 

through the woods.  

But I tripped.  

'Cut!' The director shouted across 

the set. 

'This movie's gonna be great.. 

Congratulations to Charli C  who was placed in the top 

ten out of Year 7 and 8 Students across Australasia!  

http://tereomaori.tki.org.nz/Teacher-tools/Te-reo-Maori-lesson-plans/Curriculum-level-1/Kei-te-pehea-koe-How-are-you
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Sports Update  

Sports Camp  

On the 16th September to the 20th September we had 37 students from Opaheke School Year 7 & 8 attend the Totara 
Springs Sports Camp. There were about 9 schools there including us. We had to make a chant to perform in front of 
the other schools. Even though our chant might not have been the most amazing chant we all put our best effort in, 
and all our cultures came together. We are proud of our school and we made Mr. Oxenham happy and proud on his 
birthday.  

Student Voice: 

Druv - My favourite thing about camp was hockey because we worked together as a team.   

Amelia - Cage soccer because it was fun to play.  

Kurtis - The food, butter chicken, was yummy and also sports because I like trying my best. 

Ruth - My favourite thing about sports camp was that we got fruit at morning and afternoon tea, also that we got to 
play on the playground when we didn’t have any sports on.  

Niwa - I liked the food, and all of the sports that I did. 

Toby - I like how everyone from different schools all got along with each other, and the food was good. 

Kaleece - Meeting all the people from Mangere, G.I, Kedgley & Whangamata. 

Jacob - Hockey. 

Sienna - Making new friends from other schools.  

Braxton - What I liked about sports camp is that we all got along together, and we met new people from different 
schools, we encourage others in sports I liked the hockey team I was in.  It was a challenging day for me as I didn’t 
know how to play hockey but in the final game we scored 4-5 goals and we couldn’t of done it 
without the team skills. We had a mix team of rugby, so boys and girls were included even though we 
didn’t win any games we still came together as a team, it was a fun experience with all the schools 
who went to Totara Springs Sport Camp 2k19.  

Lara: My favourite thing in sports camp was how lots of people were cheering us on the sideline and 
we came first in girl's hockey with a trophy to bring back. This made me proud and we represented 
our school.  I would like to go back there next year and hopefully win even more sports.  

What happened during sports camp: first day, we drove to the camp site once we got there all our 
eyes were attracted to the big jumping pillow as soon as everyone was there, we all jumped and 
laughed, our week had started off great. Our bags and luggage had arrived as we got told to take 
them to the cabins we settled in and that’s when the sports week started.   
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Our Staff 

Knitting Club  

Mrs Marquet’s 

knitting club is one 

of the many 

lunchtime activities 

available to students. 

There really is 

something for 

everyone! 

Lunchtimes at Opaheke 

A warm welcome to Jen Liddle 

I have been married to my husband Scott for 25 years this year and 

celebrated with a trip to Hawaii. A wonderful destination and I highly 

recommend it.  We moved to NZ 14 years ago to make a better life for 

our children. Jacob is 23 and an accountant in Pukekohe and Eden our 

daughter is 21 and studying down in Dunedin.  We live in Pukekawa in 

the mighty Waikato on an 8 acre lifestyle block. This keeps us very busy 

sheep farming. We often have calves and Kune Kune piglets to keep life 

interesting.  When I’m not working, farming or exercising I like to knit 

and do casual extra acting roles.  I’m very passionate about working with 

students who face added challenges in our school environment and it’s 

always a pleasure to watch them triumph! 

The Governments Budget 19 includes 

a new policy that will provide decile 

1-7 state and state integrated schools 

the option to opt in to receive $150 

per student, per year, as long as they 

agree not to ask parents and 

caregivers for donations.   

As Opaheke School will be eligible 

for this funding in 2020 our BOT 

would like to invite you to a 

discussion afternoon in the school staffroom on Tuesday the 

29th October at 2.45pm so that you can understand the impact 

of this for our school and let us know your opinion so this can be 

taken into consideration for the Board’s final decision.   

School Donation Discussion PTA Notices 

Our Next PTA Meeting 

Our next PTA meeting is the 23rd October at 7pm in 

the Staffroom.  

We invite anyone who wants to come and share their 

ideas!  

Pizza Day 

Notices and order forms went home this week for 

our upcoming Pizza Day.  Pizza’s are available for $5 

each and Chicken Bites for $6. 

All orders and payments need to be returned by 

Friday 27th September.  Pizza’s will be delivered to 

your child on 

Wednesday 16th 

October.. 

If you require another 

order form you can get 

one from the school 

office or let them know 

and they can send 

another one home with 

your child.   

Help Required Friday 27th September 

As our hall is getting painted over the school 

holidays we are looking for 

helpers to help us clear out our 

PTA room in the hall so that the 

painters can paint the room.  If 

you are available on Friday 27th 

September after school please 

let the office know and we will 

see you there. 

Any help is much appreciated 

even if it is only for a short 

time, the more hands the 

quicker we will be. 
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Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Well done to all our students who received awards 

this week.  Our term three focus is Achieving Personal 

Best  Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Term 3 Week 9 Winners 

Term 3 Week 10 Winners 

School Hats—Term 4 

Just a reminder that school hats are a requirement for all 

students in Term 4.  They 

must wear these at all times 

while outside during the 
school day, this includes 

morning tea and lunch 

time. 

Hats are available from 

the school office for $14 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to the students who have attained their gold award 

certificates over the past two weeks. So much hard work! 

Congratulations to the following students for their achievements in  

‘The Great Kiwi Challenge’: 

 

English Year Achieved 

Ilah 7 Merit 

Francesca 7 Merit 

Madelline 7 Merit 

Harleen 7 Excellence 

Pankti 7 Merit 

Holland 7 Excellence 

Iris 8 Excellence 

Samuel 8 Merit 

Charlotte 8 Merit 

Amelia 8 Merit 

Tamsin 8 Merit 

Carowyn 8 Merit 

Grace 5 Achieved 

Olivia 5 Achieved 

Jasmine 6 Achieved 

Harlyn 6 Achieved 

Tessa 6 Merit 

Mikayla 6 Merit 

Claire 6 Merit 

Zoe 6 Achieved 

Ryland 6 Merit 

Maths Year Achieved 

Harleen 7 Achieved 

Mohkam 7 Achieved 

Pankti 7 Achieved 

Iris 8 Achieved 

Martin 8 Merit 

Amelia 8 Achieved 

Tamsin 8 Achieved 

Carowyn 8 Achieved 

Harshaan 5 Achieved 

Jasmine 6 Achieved 

Harlyn 6 Achieved 

Tessa 6 Merit 

Mikayla 6 Achieved 

Claire 6 Merit 

Ryland 6 Merit 

Science Year Achieved 

Harleen 7 Merit 

Iris 8 Achieved 

Martin 8 Merit 

Amelia 8 Achieved 

Tamsin 8 Achieved 

Carowyn 8 Merit 

Tessa 6 Achieved 

Claire 6 Achieved 

Zoe 6 Achieved 

Ryland 6 Achieved 
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This term Year Seven and Eight students have been working on our Science Fair projects. We  
have been working hard to produce a science experiment of our choice and write up our 
experiment using a specific procedure. Some of the things that we had to work on were quite 
challenging, like following the scientific method.  
 
The scientific method includes:   
 coming up with a question that your experiment will find the answer to 
 making a hypothesis (a guess about what will happen) 
 listing the materials and method that you used in your experiment 
 researching the scientific concept behind your experiment so that you can write an  

explanation 
 writing up observations, results and data that you found out when conducting your  

experiment and writing a conclusion about these results 
 
We must include all of this in a PowerPoint presentation and then use our creativity to present 
them on our science fair boards. We then place our boards in the hall for the rest of the school 
and parents to come and see.  
 
Family and friends can come and see our amazing science fair projects on the 25

th
 of September 

at 2:30pm-3:30pm or 6:00pm-7:00pm.  
Written by Tamsin and Marnie 

ROOM 1—YEAR 8 
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Innovator 

Thinker 

SENIOR HUB 8– YEAR 8 

Science Fair – following the scientific method 

This term, Year 7/8 students have developed understanding of fair testing and explored a science 
concept that interested us by following the steps of the scientific method. In week 10,  students 
completed their science board presentations ready to be judged and then viewed by parents and 
students on Wednesday 25

th
 and Thursday 26

th
 September. Here are some of images of boards 

you will get to see . 

LI: Expand the complexity of our ideas in writing     

As the scientific writing ended, we focused our attention back on story writing. The 

Storyathon 100 word challenge motivated us to get thinking and typing. Congratulations to 

our class finalists Rylee and Josh, and to Charli for achieving a Top 10 placing in NZ/

Australia for Year 8.  

 

From there, we worked on expanding the complexity of our ideas from simple to abstract by 

asking the questions: what is my story REALLY about? And how can I make this even clear-

er for the reader? Fabulous ideas came from this, such as: 

 

• Tiara’s thoughts on deception: People wouldn’t really suspect anything because Michael 

was a very open man, he would tell other people what he did the day before, but he was very 

secretive when it came to money. 

• Jarrah’s terrifying horror story was about betrayal: Ronald's voice sounded more be-

trayed than it did angry. Billy picked up on this, "I'm sorry Ronald. I promise this will never 

happen again". 

• I could have chosen a number of excellent quotes from Jamie’s story about survival from 

the perspective of a giraffe: I dashed away from the tree and into the clearing, where I saw 

five more lions prowling, closing in around me. Their ribs were visible, and drool dripped to 

the floor, soon to be evaporated by the lurking heat. 

• I was delighted to see some of the underlying themes of our class read aloud ‘Pax’ has in-

fluenced the message of guilt in Charlotte’s story: Of course, he wasn't actually bleeding, it 

was the feeling of guilt he had. It was his fault she died, his fault the accident happened, his 

fault that her sweet presence was gone from this earth. 

•   Jackson wasn’t the only one who was inspired to write about the ‘Area 51 raids’.  

In his story, he highlighted the key message of authority: It was midnight. The sky looked 

as though it was covered with coal. The metal iron gates stood there guarding the premises as 

today was the day Area 51 would be raided. 
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23-27 Sep Mental Health Awareness Week 

25 Sep Pasifika Evening 6pm (postponed) 

27 Sep  LOUD SHIRT DAY 

27 Sep Last day of Term 3 

14 Oct  First day of Term 4 

15 Oct  PPA Mathex Competition Y6-8  

16 Oct  PTA Pizza Day 

16 Oct  Y6 Parent Camp Meeting 5.30pm 

23 Oct  PTA Meeting 7pm 

23-25 Oct Y5 EOTC/ Y6 Camp 

28 Oct  Labour Day (School Closed) 

29 Oct  BOT Meeting 7pm 

    Opaheke School Newsletter 

 16 Sept 23 Sept 

R1 Connor Debra 

R2 Varshini Hope 

R3  Alexus 

R4 Alivia Olivia 

R5 Shilah Briar 

R6 Kesaia Andrew 

R7  Tana 

R8 Alyesha Donella 

R9 Diamond  

R10 Yaris Akhbar 

R11  Tahu 

R12  Oviya 

R15 Athea Gurnoor 

R16 Cyrus Joban 

R17  Ryland 

R21 Parv Brooke 

R22 Kayla Pania 

R23 Sonihal Milhan 

R24 Kandyce-Jayde  

R25 Parneet Ruby 

R26  Rebecca 

Jnr Hub Naani Lily 

SH 7 Te Maire Sumit 

SH 8 Charlotte  

 

ACHIEVING PERSONAL BEST is our focus 
for STAR Certificates this term 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2019  

Term 3—Monday 22 July to Friday 27 Sept 

Term 4—Monday 14 Oct to Friday 13 Dec 

Welcome to our school —  Agamveer & Macy (Junior Hub) 

PAID ADVERTISING 

WELCOME! 

TERM DATES FOR 2020  

Term 1—Monday 3 Feb to Thursday 9 April 

Term 2—Tuesday 28 April to Friday 3 July 

Term 3—Monday 20 July to Friday 25 Sept 

Term 4—Monday 12 Oct to Tues 15 Dec  

Lameko McCartney - Licensee Salesperson, Ray White Papakura 

lameko.mccartney@raywhite.com 

MEASLES 
OUTBREAK 

As the outbreak in 

Auckland continues 

we urge all parents to 

make sure your 

children are 

vaccinated against 

this serious disease.  

We recently sent out 

letters to parents of 

those children that 

we do not have a 

record of complete 

immunisation status 

for.  If you received 

this and have not 

contacted us to 

confirm please do so 

urgently.  If a case of 

measles does occur at 

our school and we do 

not have a record 

that your child is 

immunised, they may 

be asked to stay 

home from school for 

a two week 

quarantine period. 


