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Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness, serious 
injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi, special  
permission from the Principal. 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 16 2019 

Wednesday 23 October, 2019 

SCIENCE FAIR RESULTS 

On Tuesday 15 October the 
Papakura Mathex  
competition was held at 
Papakura Normal School.  
We entered 2 Year 6 teams, 
1 Year 7 team and 2 Year 8 
teams.  
The competition was tough 
in all the different 
competitions. There were 13 
teams entered in the Year 6 
competition and one of our teams was placed third after a tie 
break question. All our other teams represented our school 
extremely well and can be proud of their achievements. 
Congratulations to those students who participated in this 
competition.  

If, like me, you watched into the early 
hours of the morning, the games being 
played by the All Blacks you will have seen 
the outstanding performance of past 
Opaheke School student, All Black Captain, 
Kieran Read. One of our teachers, Marilyn 
Read, is in Japan to watch the World Cup 
and especially her son. 

The result last Saturday against Ireland 
and the performance of the All Blacks was 
fantastic and we look forward to the next 
game against England. 

Well done to all the Year 7 and 8 students who 
exhibited at the Opaheke School Science Fair in Week 
10 last term. This was the result of weeks of work both 
in the classroom and at home. There was a wide 
range of investigations and a high caliber of inquiry. 

A special mention to those student who achieved 
their personal best by being awarded a first, second 
or third placing. 

Year 7 
1

st
 Maia R 

2
nd

 Abyan K and Sumit S 
3

rd
 Zoe C 

 
Year 8 
1

st
 Marnie T and Rebecca A 

2
nd

 Tamsin U 
3

rd
 Sam F and Jacob H 

STUDENTS DO WELL AT MATHEX 

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN 

NATIONAL SHAKEOUT 

All the students and staff participated in the 
National Shakeout Earthquake Drill on 
Thursday 17 October. All participating schools 
and businesses in the country conducted the 
Shakeout at the same time—1.30pm. At that 
time exactly 
the 
students 
performed 
their  ‘Drop, 
Cover, 
Hold’. 
 

PAST OPEHEKE SCHOOL STUDENT LEADS ALL BLACKS 
TO THEIR FOURTH WIN FROM FOUR 
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Everyday Learning at Opaheke School 

Our School Values and Dispositions 

Our STAR value for term four is STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE.  What do we mean by this? The dictionary definition of 

excellence is "to surpass", it is "the quality of being outstanding or extremely good". When you strive for excellence you are 

always looking at where you are and how you get better. Why is it important to strive for excellence? Striving for 

excellence and aiming to be the best that you can be has a huge impact on us as individuals. It raises our confidence and 

self esteem. We all enjoy knowing we are good at something. It motivates and inspires us.  We asked students what they 

thought striving for excellence meant and why they thought it was important. Here are their thoughts:  

“It is doing your best all the time without being told. You should strive for excellence so you can get the things you want in 

life, like a good job. It gives you a sense of accomplishment. ” Amelia Y8 

“It’s about always giving your best in everything you do. When you try your best it leaves you feeling proud and wanting 

to give it another go.” Charlotte Y8 

“Striving for excellence means trying your hardest. It feels good when you have achieved things 

after trying your best.” Aria Y6 

“Striving for excellence for me means trying your best even if you are not good at something. I  

try to be excellent and do my best in maths because maths is hard for me. It’s important because 

it will help me improve. It leaves my brain and body feeling tired. ” Rayden Y5 

“Striving for excellence always means getting your work done. It is important because then you can 

achieve something in the future.” Rebecca Y3 

‘Striving for excellence means trying the things that are the hardest for you and giving them your best efforts. If you do this 

you can be good at things in the future.” Nuku Y3  

You can strive for excellence in everything; sports, art, dance, academic learning, performances, absolutely anything.  

 

Inquiry Learning– this is finding out information and using it to pose and 

solve problems together through collaborative, authentic learning 

experiences. It is driven by the students’ curiosity about the world they live 

in. 

This year the overall theme has been ‘Our Place, Our Heritage’.  Nõ ngā 

tīpuna a tuku iho . tuku iho - Treasures handed down by our ancestors. 

Over the year students have developed their understanding of what 

heritage is, how to protect it, how it’s communicated and the impacts of 

our heritage on local, national and global communities.  

This term’s focus is on ‘Celebrating’, particularly being expressed through 

the Arts, showcasing some of our cultural traditions and stories. The 

culmination of this schoolwide inquiry will be evident in our end of year 

concerts. 

The parent concerts are on Monday 9 December. 

 
PMP– Perceptual Motor Programme 

Students in the Maungakiekie team (Y1/2) attend sessions during the 

week to develop the necessary skills required for more formal learning in 

literacy and mathematics. It is a movement and language based 

programme which focuses on eye/hand, eye/foot coordination, balance, 

memory/sequencing, locomotion, eye tracking and fitness activities. 
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Sports Update  

North Counties Touch Tournament 

Opaheke entered 1 boys, 1 girls and 1 mixed team in the North Counties Touch tournament on Tuesday 22 
October. It was a very windy day and we had some challenges with learning to play in these conditions. The 
students all played with great enthusiasm and were commended for their sportsmanship by other schools. 
Congratulations to the mixed team who placed 1st in their division and will be representing North Counties at 
the Zone tournament in Week 4. 

Y7/8 Athletics Day 

Our Year 7/8 students will be participating in a school 
Athletics Day on Tuesday  29th October from 10.30am 
until 12.00 noon.  Please ensure they bring their PE 
uniform, school hats, suitable footwear and sunblock. 

Sports Camp Highlights Video and Photos 

Please see below link for the North Harbour 
Sports Camp 2019 which our selected students 
attended. 

https://media.totarasprings.org.nz/
SportsCamps/2019-Sports-Camps/North-
Harbour-Sports-Camp-2019/n-hfqzD3/ 

password: northharbour2019 

During Term 3, our library had a facelift! As part of our ongoing building programme we were able to refurbish and refresh our library. 
We think it looks awesome! A big thank you to the PTA who funded the Browsing Bins for our picture book collection, they are well used 
already by our Junior students, they are finding it much easier to choose books. Thanks also to Mrs McCormack for her work taking the 
library apart and putting it back together again. The library really is a happy place! 

Library 

https://media.totarasprings.org.nz/SportsCamps/2019-Sports-Camps/North-Harbour-Sports-Camp-2019/n-hfqzD3/
https://media.totarasprings.org.nz/SportsCamps/2019-Sports-Camps/North-Harbour-Sports-Camp-2019/n-hfqzD3/
https://media.totarasprings.org.nz/SportsCamps/2019-Sports-Camps/North-Harbour-Sports-Camp-2019/n-hfqzD3/
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Our Staff  

Professional Learning in the Term Break  

At Opaheke School we have a strong focus on 

professional learning for our teachers. Our BOT  

enable and encourage us to participate in many 

different forms of professional learning. Over the 

term break some teachers participated in online 

webinars and professional reading related to their 

current inquiry into effective teaching practices. 

Others went to conferences and attended courses.  

Miss Leader and Miss Pihama went to uLearn, New Zealand’s biggest 

education conference.  uLearn has more than 250 workshops on offer 

and enables teachers to learn about educational trends, new ideas and 

strategies that we can implement in our classrooms.  

Mrs Marquet and Mrs McFlinn attended a literacy conference where 

they were able to hear from educational leaders and research experts 

such us Dr Steven Layne, Marcus Akuhata-Brown, Dame Wendy Pye, Dr 

Viv Aitken, Dr Murray Gadd and many more.  Keeping up with current 

educational research is always a focus for our school.  This 

helps us ensure our students are benefitting from the best 

possible teaching practices.    

Mrs Laing, Miss Marquet, Ms Howell, Miss Patel and Mrs van 

der Klip attended the Microsoft Innovative Expert Educator 

conference . We attended along with 70 other primary and 

secondary New Zealand teachers and school leaders to learn 

about innovative teaching practices.  

Opaheke School 

also presented at 

this conferences 

about how we use digital technologies to help make learning 

more visible to our students.  

A strong focus on professional learning is a real feature of 

working at Opaheke School. Our teachers are grateful for the 

many opportunities offered to us to enable us to become the 

best teachers we can be.  Feedback from 

our teachers is always positive.  

“I'm already creating and designing using 

tools from the Hui, with Term 4 in mind!” 

 “Its nice for our profession to have 

professional learning that is professional, 

passionate and fun” 
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Celebrating! 

The Governments 

Budget 19 includes 

a new policy that 

will provide decile 

1-7 state and state 

integrated schools 

the option to opt 

in to receive $150 

per student, per 

year, as long as 

they agree not to 

ask parents and 

caregivers for 

donations.   

As Opaheke School will be eligible for this funding in 

2020 our BOT would like to invite you to a discussion 

afternoon in the school staffroom on Tuesday the 29th 

October at 2.45pm so that you can understand the 

impact of this for our school and let us know your 

opinion so this can be taken into consideration for the 

Board’s final decision.   

School Donation Discussion 

PTA Notices 

Thank you 

We had a great Pizza Day and the PTA wants to say a big thank 
you to the parent volunteers and Miss Miller for making this 
happen. 
 
Also a big thank you to everyone who supported the Calendar 
fundraiser.  This was another successful one so we hope to do 
this again next year. 

On Thursday 24 October (tomorrow) we would 

like to invite parents of our Year 6 students, and 

any other parents who are  

interested, to come to meet with our Year 7 
Teachers. They will answer any questions you may 

have regarding our 

Year 7 curriculum 

and organisation. 

 

Please contact the 

office if you would 

like to come along to 
this, it will be held in 

the Library at 

6.30pm. 

Parent Open Evening 

STAR Award Recipients  

Well done to all our students who received awards this 

week.  Our term three focus is Achieving Personal Best  

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to the students who have attained their gold award 

certificates over the past two weeks. So much hard work! 

Principal’s Learning Disposition Awards 

Congratulations to these students for using the learning dispositions; 
being a self regulator, thinker, innovator, collaborator and challenge 
taker to help them to achieve their learning goals. Keep climbing, we 
are so proud of your efforts! 

CARNIVAL 

Helpers 
We have sent home a request for parent helpers for 
carnival.  We need help with setup on the Thursday night 
as well as on Friday, the stalls on the night and with pack 
up. Feel free to involve friends and family – the more the 
merrier and it is a fun event to be involved in!   
If you can help please either return the form or contact 
the school office. 
 
Raffle Tickets 
Raffle ticket booklets have been sent home (1 book of 5 
tickets per family). Please if you can do your best to sell 
these and return any sold or unsold tickets and money to 
the school office prior to the carnival. 
 
Donations 
We are currently seeking frozen food and non-perishable 
grocery donations for our freezer prize and grocery 
hampers.  You can drop these in at the school office 
during school hours. 
 
Thank you to all our families for your help and generosity. 



 

 THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Basic Facts Maths Test 
Each Friday we try to beat our test 

score. We are getting quicker!!! 

Ollie, James and Chini 
busy creating digitally 

PMP with  
Mrs Ruyg 

We have been learning 

how to use BOOK 
CREATOR AND POWER 

POINT POSTERS which 

are digital applications.  
These students are hard 

at work creating in a 

Tuakana Teina 
partnership.   

We love STICKER WRITING. We 
choose a sticker to create our own 
backgrounds and plan for writing. 
Then we write fun, creative stories. 
Grammar Grace looks up to have 
a think. 

TOUCAN ART Clever Chloe 
and Mighty Macabe 

Co-ordinated Cooper 

Action Anraj, Answers Aaron, Arithmetic Athea, 

Able Amelia and new girl, Zippy Zoe 

Room 

15 
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The Mountain Climber Mountain  

The Mountain 

Climber Mountain 
shows people who 

are following the 

school dispositions 

and respecting 

each other.  People 

who become a 

mountain climber 

have a free pass to 
sit on the mountain 

climber table!  

Under the 

mountain is the 

class waka, where 

the whole class is 

on a waka and are 

working together 

for the waka to go!  
Also, they are 

holding paddles 

with student 

qualities written on 

them.   

Mandela Art 

Room 2 have done 

some Mandela art 
designs as practise 

for our calendar art. 

These are some 

examples of some art 

students have made 

in our class!   

This was meant to 

represent culture and 

how we should 
respect each other 

for who we are. 

Mandela art is a 

flower looking design 

but there are many 

ways to make 

Mandela art it 

doesn't only have to 
be a flower.  

Slam Dunk Poems 

 

Room 2  

Global Warming  
Global warming,   
The sun is burning people.   
yawning,   
Getting up in the morning,  
I can feel the pollution is crawling.   
The commotion on land,  
is affecting our ocean.  
Our Sea Life are choking on plastic   
that's floating,   
We should stop this pollution,  
And make a better generation.   
Global warming surrounding the atmosphere,  
People giving up,  
this is a catastrophe.  
To help and share we need to find a solution,  
To make a better evolution.  
We must fix this situation,   
no more waiting,  
no more participating,   
Global warming surrounding and growing and pounding,  
Now we need to stop frowning,  
The government needs to think their position,   
about all their decisions.  
  
By Karvell and Eshan  

 
Gaming   
Sitting in front of the TV   
totally playing my P.G.  
All night your mum is looking at the clock,  
waiting for the dead lock.  
  
Over to Pacman,   
but you're also being a hack man.  
Trying to use cheat codes,  
to get lots of fruit.  
You think that it is good,  
hiding under the hood,  
doing no good.  
  
Fortnite people play it all night,   
they think it's alright.  
but it's really not,   
because they can’t stop.  
  
Minecraft, they go,   
and make a mine shaft.  
They can't stop mining,   
it getting blinding.  
when you're fighting,   
and designing  
cool things.  
  
But is it bad,   
and really sad.  
That it can make your eyes turn red,  
acting like an egg.  
I am looking at you your eyes  
getting sore,  
it’s really poor.   
Your mum tried to tell you,   
but you don’t have a clue,  
just doing what you want to do.  
  
By Nathan  
  
 



 

 THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

A big thankyou to all the wonderful people and businesses who are 

supporting our Carnival 
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In-

Thinker 
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    Opaheke School Newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

23-25 Oct Y5 EOTC/ Y6 Camp 

24 Oct  Open Evening in the Library for Year 6 families 6.30pm  

24 Oct  Last day for Scholastic book orders 

28 Oct  Labour Day (School Closed) 

29 Oct  Y7/8 School Athletics Day 

29 Oct  School Donation Discussion 2.45pm 

29 Oct  BOT Meeting 7pm 

29 Oct  Rehu Tai Auckland Comp 

31 Oct  MML Open Evening 7pm 

5 Nov  Girls Rugby Festival 

5 Nov  Bake Sale 

6 Nov  Y7/8 North Counties Athletics 

7 Nov  Rangitahi Festival 

8 Nov  CARNIVAL 4.00-7.30pm 

  21 Oct  

R1 Maia   

R2 Eshan    

R3 Kailah   

R4 Aariz   

R5 Sarah    

R6 Palak    

R7 Dylan   

R8 Tim    

R9 Jane    

R10 Blake    

R11 Muhammad    

R12 Shantay    

R15 Zoe   

R16 Lana   

R17 Leyah   

R18 Jaxon  

R21   

R22 Nikita   

R23 Bailey   

R24 Colby   

R25 Cooper    

R26 Deja    

Jnr Hub   

SH 7 Ruby    

SH 8 Logan    

 

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE is our focus 
for STAR Certificates this term  

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2019  

Term 4—Monday 14 Oct to Friday 13 Dec 

Welcome to our school —  Hargun, Lilian, Byron, 

Payton, Lucas, Ryker (Junior Hub), Muhammed (R11), 

Zoe (R15), Aizah (R26), Jacinta (SH7) 
WELCOME! 

TERM DATES FOR 2020  

Term 1—Monday 3 Feb to Thursday 9 April 

Term 2—Tuesday 28 April to Friday 3 July 

Term 3—Monday 20 July to Friday 25 Sept 

Term 4—Monday 12 Oct to Tues 15 Dec  


