
Note: 
In each session check for recommended variations 
to use with juniors, middle, seniors or large groups 
and select the most appropriate for your tamariki.

Look through the recommended waiata and decide 
which ones you will use for this unit.

Introduction Unit
He tīmatanga 
kōrero.
Intro Unit – 4 Sessions
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Session 1
TITLE  The Bible is a Unique Book
AKORANGA He pukapuka ahurei te Paipera  
  Tapu.

VALUES Inquiry, curiosity, respect
WHAI PAINGA Ko te pakirehua, te pākikitanga,  
  me te whakaute.

WALT  the Bible is a unique book.
E ĀKONA ANA He pukapuka ahurei te Paipera  
  Tapu.

Session 2
TITLE  What does the Bible say   
  about who God is? Jehovah  
  Raah
AKORANGA Ko wai a Ihowā? Ko Ihowā tō  
  tātou hēpara.

VALUES Respect, Curiosity and Diversity
WHAI PAINGA Ko te whakaute, te pākikitanga  
  me te kanorau.

WALT  the Bible says God is like a  
  shepherd.
E ĀKONA ANA E kīa nei te Paipera Tapu he   
  hēpara a Ihowā.

Session 3
TITLE  What does the Bible say  
  about who God is? Jehovah  
  Jireh
AKORANGA Ko wai a Ihowā? Ko Ihowā   
  Manaaki.

VALUES Respect, Curiosity and Diversity
WHAI PAINGA Ko te whakaute, te pākikitanga  
  me te kanorau.

WALT  the Bible says God provides.
E ĀKONA ANA E ai ki te Paipera Tapu ko Ihowā  
  tō mātou kaimanaaki.

Session 4
TITLE  What does the Bible say  
  about who Jesus is?
AKORANGA Ko wai a Ihu Karaiti?

VALUES Inquiry, Curiosity
WHAI PAINGA Ko te pakirehua me te    
  pākikitanga.

WALT  the Bible says Jesus changed  
  lives.
E ĀKONA ANA E ai ki te Paipera Tapu i panonitia  
  e Ihu Karaiti te mataora o te   
  tangata.

Introduction Unit
He tīmatanga kōrero.
Unit Overview
In this unit tamariki are introduced to what they will be learning about in this year’s Champions 
lessons.

Key Competencies Thinking , using language, symbols and texts

Words for Life

He kupu koiora

“Everything in the Scriptures is God’s word. All of it is useful 
for teaching and helping people and for correcting them and 
showing them how to live.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Nō te hā o te Atua ngā karaipiture katoa. He pai hoki hei 
whakaako, hei riri i te hē, hei whakatikatika, hei whakaako 
ki te tika.” 
2 Tīmoti 3:16 (PT)

Number of Sessions 4
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Introduction Unit
Intro Unit: Session 1
The Bible is a Unique Book
Ko te Paipera Tapu he pukapuka ahurei.

Preparation
• Pray as you prepare and present your 

lesson.

• Familiarise yourself with the lesson.

• Prepare appropriate materials for your 
chosen activities.

Take to the Session 
• Bible (CEV).

• Visual aids or PowerPoint for kōrero, singing 
and Words for Life.

• Music aids e.g. CD and CD player, MP3 etc..

• Appropriate materials for the chosen 
activities.

NOTE
Younger tamariki will probably best 
understand the word special. Older tamariki 
are better able to grasp the word unique. An 
alternative phrase is “one of a kind”

Key Competencies Thinking

Learning Outcomes

Whakahua ako 
Tamariki will be encouraged to think about what makes the 
Bible a special and unique book.

Values

Whai painga
Inquiry, curiosity, respect

Ko te pākikitanga, te mahiratanga me te whakaute.

W.A.L.T.

E ākona ana
We Are Learning That: the Bible is a unique book.

Ko te Paipera Tapu he pukapuka ahurei.
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Introduction: Whakaaro

 Option 1: Ten Guesses
• This option is a variation on the previous 

one.

• No clues are provided.

• Tell the tamariki you are thinking of 
something.

• They may ask any question, but you can only 
answer yes or no.

The answer is - the Bible!

 Option 2: Ten Clues
• The tamariki are invited to try and guess 

what you are thinking of before they have 
used all of the available clues.

• You provide them with ten clues one at a 
time.

• Each time a clue is given, allow two or three 
guesses before moving to the next clue.

• Create your own clues to match the ability of 
your tamariki.

• Clues could include:

 - You can find this in lots of places.

 - It is old.

 - It is as popular today as it was many years 
ago.

 - It is found in all styles (for tamariki, for 
teenagers, for study).

 - It is found in all sizes (thick, thin, big, 
small).

 - It is found in many languages.

 - It took more than 1600 years to complete.

 - More than forty people helped to write it.

 - Christians think it is important.

 - It is a book.
The answer is - the Bible!

 Option 3: What’s in here?
• For this option you need up to six containers 

of various types, sizes and shapes (for 
example, a cardboard box, an opaque sack, 
an opaque plastic bag).

• In each container place a different Bible (for 
example, a non-English Bible, a small Bible, a 
large Bible, a picture Bible).

• To increase the intrigue, place a small Bible 
in a large container and a large Bible in a 
smallish container.

• Tell your tamariki you have a number of 
different containers which you will show 
them one at a time. Say “When I show each 
one I want you to tell your neighbour what 
you think is inside while I quietly count to 
five. You will know when I have reached 
five because I will fold my arms.  That is the 
signal for you to stop and look at me to be 
ready for the next container to be shown.”

• Display all of the containers before showing 
their contents. Either open each container 
yourself and show what is inside or if time is 
available select a tamaiti to come and show 
the contents.

• After all containers have been revealed have 
a quick show of hands to determine if anyone 
guessed them all correctly.
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Story: Kōrero
The following key points should be covered in telling the kōrero.

• There are a number of reasons why the Bible 
is a special (unique) book:

 - It is long lasting.

 - It is the world’s best-selling book.

 - It has been translated into most of the 
world’s languages.

• Everybody has to make up their own mind 
about how special the Bible is.

Special/Unique: He pukapuka ahurei te Paipera Tapu.
There are a number of reasons why the Bible can be considered a special and unique book.

Long Lasting
SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 1

• One thing that makes the Bible unique and 
special is the way it has lasted, even when 
people have tried to get rid of it!

• Around 1200 AD some people and church 
groups did not want the Bible to be 
translated into a language that ordinary 
people could read and understand.

• Sometimes a person who translated the 
Bible into a language the people could read 
was put in prison or even killed.

• Sometimes soldiers and others were sent 
to homes and churches where they thought 
Bibles might be hidden and told to find these 
books and burn them. But despite this it 
survived.

• This kōrero is believed to be true: 
Men were sent to a particular house because 
they were sure it had a Bible. The men 
searched the house thoroughly, inside and 
out, but they could not find it. They were 
so sure the book was there somewhere, 
even though they could not find it, that they 
decided to burn the whole house down just 
to be sure the Bible was destroyed. When a 
house is burnt to the ground, often the only 
thing left standing is the chimney. After the 
men had gone, the owners of the house had 
nothing left except the brick chimney and their 
Bible which they had carefully hidden in it. The 
Bible had survived even though the men had 
tried to get rid of it!

• Voltaire (1694 – 1778) was a famous French 
thinker (philosopher) who lived about 
230 years ago. He disliked and openly 
mocked the Bible and Christianity and said 
something like, “One more century and there 
will be no more Bibles on earth.”

• Some writers have claimed that less than 
one hundred years after Voltaire died Bibles 
were being printed in the town where he 
had lived and were being stored in a house 
he had lived in. Whether or not this is true, 
the Bible has certainly not disappeared. In 
fact, while some people and some countries 
continue to ban the Bible even today, it 
continues to grow in popularity throughout 
the world.

• Remember, this is a book which has been 
around for more than 2000 years (and some 
parts of it for much longer!).

Best Seller
SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 2

• The Bible, in parts or as a whole, continues 
to be the world’s best-selling book. Some 
years other books may be more popular and 
sell more copies for a short time. The Bible 
continues to be popular every year.

• Listen to these three comments. What do 
you think about the numbers mentioned?
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• Firstly, world sales of the Bible are more 
than 100 million every year. According to the 
British Times newspaper in 1996: “Forget 
modern British novelists and TV tie-ins, the 
Bible is the best-selling book every year. If 
sales of the Bible were included in best-seller 
lists, it would be a rare week when anything 
else would achieve a look in. It is wonderful, 
weird... that in this godless age... this one 
book should go on selling, every month.”

• Secondly, how many of you own a copy of a 
Harry Potter book? Finding out exactly how 
many Bibles are sold in the United States 
is virtually impossible, but a conservative 
estimate is that in 2005 Americans 
purchased some twenty-five million Bibles - 
twice as many as a Harry Potter book1.

• Lastly, in China more than 50 million 
Bibles have been printed since 1987. There 
continues to be a demand for more and 
more Bibles2.

• Whether or not you can get your head 
around those figures, that is a lot of Bibles – 
more than we can imagine! This is another 
reason why Christians think the Bible is really 
special, unique and one of a kind.

Many Translations
SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 3

• The Bible has been translated into many 
different languages so people can read it in 
their own language.

• Around the world there are people living in 
remote villages with the local people so they 
can learn their language and then translate 
the Bible for them.

• Listen to this kōrero about some workers 
who went back to a village some years after 
they had finished translating the Bible for 
the people3: 

1 Source: The New Yorker, December 18, 2006 
2 Source: Bible Society Newsletter, June 2010
3 This account was sourced from Wycliffe Bible Translators website, http://wycliffeusa.wordpress.com. Note that John Wycliffe was 

the first to translate the entire Bible into English, which he completed in 1382. Wycliffe translated from the Latin Vulgate. Wycliffe’s 
Bibles were painstakingly reproduced by hand by copyists.

• The single-engine plane circled and landed 
in a remote village in Southeast Asia. As 
translators Andrew and Anne Sims stepped 
out, they were immediately surrounded 
by several hundred Ketengban men and 
women—all dressed in full celebratory dress 
with feathered headdresses, and even some 
with bones in their noses and plugs in their 
earlobes. Brandishing bows and arrows, 
hooting, chanting and dancing, they swirled 
around Andrew and Anne, honouring them by 
draping net bags around their necks. Andrew 
and Anne were caught completely off-guard. 

• Even though they were responsible for the 
Ketengban translation project, and this was 
Anne’s first visit since the New Testament 
dedication eleven years earlier, they hadn’t 
expected such an exuberant welcome.  
They were further baffled when they noticed 
not everyone was celebrating. Off to the edge 
of the crowd stood a sombre group of about 
eight young men. Like everyone else, they 
were dressed in full traditional regalia, but 
they were also covered in white mud from 
head to toe. They stood expressionless and 
silent, never moving, never joining in the 
celebration. 
The elders explained: “Today we celebrate 
your return, Andrew and Anne, you who 
brought God’s words to us in our own 
language. But we don’t want to forget 
what life was like before we had the Word, 
and so we asked these young men to cover 
themselves with mud and to stand apart, 
silent and sombre. They represent the lives of 
all of us before we understood God’s words to 
us. We were like dead men walking. We didn’t 
know God or His Son.  
We lived in guilt and fear and constant 
warfare.” Andrew and Anne had spent years 
living with the Ketengban people, learning 
their language and writing it down. Then they 
had translated the New Testament into the 
Ketengban language. Now the people were 
showing their appreciation.
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• Senior tamariki may be interested in one 
translator’s problem:

• In the book of Acts, in the Bible, the 
apostle Paul sails for Italy and faces some 
trouble while on a boat. The two Burunge 
(Tanzanian) translators had done an 
excellent job of translating this passage, 
but when the translation consultant asked 
them to describe the scenes in their own 
words it became obvious that words like 
ship, boat, lifeboats, running aground, and 
taking soundings were not ideas that they 
understood. They lived in a country that was 
surrounded by other countries, and so they 
had not been to a beach, seen the ocean or 
been on a large boat. 

• They did not understand words like ocean (a 
body of water too big to see across), island, 
or harbour. The translator had to make some 
drawings on the whiteboard and show them 
some internet photos. Then the ideas were 
understood by the Burunge translators. Now 
they were able to give a clear explanation 
in their own language to help the Burunge 
readers better understand this part of Paul’s 
journey.

• In many parts of the world today the Bible 
is being translated into other languages so 
that people can read and understand it for 
themselves. The Bible has been translated 
into more languages than any other book. 
This is another reason Christians think the 
Bible is really special, unique or one of a 
kind.
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Story Exploration: Tuharatia te kōrero

Option 1: Workbooks
Explain clearly to the tamariki what is required in the workbooks that you have for them.

Option 2: What do you think?
Use the following questions as a basis for asking the tamariki what they think. Adjust each 
question to suit your tamariki. Most questions can have several answers:

1. Can you think of any reasons why the Bible is so long lasting?

 - People see that it is special and worth keeping.

 - People have read it, it has helped them and so they want to keep it.

 - God has said His word is eternal (Psalm 119:89-90; Isaiah 40:6-8; Matthew 24:35).

 - It is full of interesting stories, words and ideas.

2. Can you think of any reasons why the Bible is the best seller every year?

 - People see that it is special and worth buying.

 - When people have read it and it has helped them, they want to get a replacement Bible or read 
a new translation.

 - It is full of interesting stories, words and ideas.

3. Why do people go and spend time, often years, to live among other peoples of the world to 
learn their language and to translate the Bible into other languages?

 - People see that it is special and worth  translating so that others can read it for themselves.

 - These people believe that God has asked them to do this.
The Bible is a special book and this makes it unique.
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Story Exploration: Tuharatia te kōrero

Words for Life:
He kupu koiora
These can be taught at any stage during the 
session, but now may be a good time.  
Important: preface this part of the session by 
saying something like, “This is what it says in the 
Bible...”

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word” 
Juniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word. All of it is useful for 
teaching and helping people and 
for correcting them and showing 
them how to live.” 
Seniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Nō te hā o te Atua ngā 
karaipiture katoa. He pai hoki 
hei whakaako, hei riri i te hē, hei 
whakatikatika, hei whakaako ki 
te tika.” 
2 Tīmoti 3:16 (PT)

Songs: Waiata
Please choose a waiata that fits within 
our Song Lyric Guidelines, or use the list of 
approved waiata on the Launchpad Toolbox 
website.

Life Application:
Whakahāngaitanga
If you find something that is really valuable and 
special what do you do with it? (you look after 
it as best you can, maybe making a special 
place to keep it in.)

Some people have lost their lives because they 
had a Bible in their home. Some who thought 
that it was important to have it translated were 
put in prison or killed. But here in Aotearoa 
New Zealand where there are lots of Bibles and 
where most people can buy one and read it 
whenever they like, it is not always considered 
special.

Everyone gets to decide for themselves 
whether the Bible is special.

Prayer: Karakia
I am going to pray to finish our time together. 
You don’t have to join in prayer if you don’t 
want to. This is a time to sit quietly and either 
listen to what is being said or think of today’s 
lesson and what you want to remember this 
week. 

Some people like to close their eyes or look at 
the floor when they pray. 

If you agree with what I pray you are welcome 
to say ‘Amen’ with me at the end. You don’t 
have to if you don’t want to, that’s absolutely 
fine.

Dear God, thank you that the Bible 
continues to last. Thank you for all the 
translations of the Bible. Thank you that 
we can read the Bible for ourselves. Amen.

E te Atua, e whakawhetai ana kia koe 
kei te whai oranga tonu te Paipera Tapu. 
Tēnā rā ko ōna whakamārama katoa. He 
honore nui ka taea tonutia e mātou te 
whai wāhi ki ōna kōrero. Āmine.
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Introduction Unit
Intro Unit: Session 2
What does the Bible say about who God is? Jehovah Raah
Ko wai a Ihowā? Ko Ihowā tō tātou hēpara.

Preparation
• Pray as you prepare and present your 

lesson.

• Read Psalm 23, Ezekiel 34:11 and John 10 
for background and reflecton.

• Familiarise yourself with the lesson.

• Prepare appropriate materials for your  
chosen activities.

Take to the Session 
• Bible (CEV).

• Visual aids or PowerPoint for kōrero, singing 
and Words for Life.

• Music aids e.g. CD and CD player, MP3 etc..

• Appropriate materials for the chosen 
activities.

NOTE
Christians believe that God reveals himself 
to us through the names he gives himself in 
the Bible. God reveals himself as Jehovah 
Raah. In Genesis 49 as Jacob (Israel) was dying 
he blessed his sons and in his blessing over 
Joseph he refers to God: “with the help of 
Jacob’s God, the All-Powerful One— his name 
is the Shepherd, Israel’s mighty rock.”(v24) 
God revealed himself as “The Shepherd of 
Israel” (Ps 80:1, Ps 23:1, Isa 40:10–11, Eze 
34:11-16). 

In the Old Testament a shepherd was a symbol 
of the royal caretaker of God’s people.

Key Competencies Using language, symbols and texts

Learning Outcomes 

Whakahua ako
The tamariki will be encouraged to think about what the Bible 
reveals to us about God and His nature.

Values 

Whai painga
Respect, Curiosity and Diversity

Ko te whakaute, te pākikitanga me te kanorau.

W.A.L.T.

E ākona ana
We Are Learning That: The Bible says God is like a shepherd.

E kīa nei te Paipera Tapu he hēpara a Ihowā.
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Introduction: Whakaaro

 Option 1: Invisible Ink 
Experiment 
Write Psalm 23:1 in invisible ink on a piece of 
paper (Instructions below) before the lesson.

In the lesson ask the tamariki if there is 
anything written on the piece of paper. Choose 
one tamaiti to come and reveal the message 
and read it.

Equipment and materials required:

• Half a lemon

• Water

• Spoon

• Bowl

• Cotton bud

• White paper

• Lamp or other light bulb

Instructions:
1. Squeeze some lemon juice into the bowl 

and add a few drops of water.

2. Mix the water and lemon juice with the 
spoon.

3. Dip the cotton bud into the mixture and 
write a message onto the white paper.

4. Wait for the juice to dry so it becomes 
completely invisible.

When you are ready to read your secret 
message or show it to someone else, heat the 
paper by holding it close to a light bulb.

Alternative: Write with a white crayon on a 
sheet of white sheet of paper. Then get the 
tamariki to scribble over it with a coloured 
crayon of their choice. This works well, but is 
not as effective as the lemon.

 Option 2: Seven Sheep Facts
You could have the tamariki guess the answer 
to these and/or ask for true of false answers. 
An easy way for tamariki to show their choice is 
to put their hands on their heads for true and 
cross their arms for false.

The following are all true statements:

1. Sheep are mentioned in the Bible over 500 
times. More than any other animal.

2. Sheep have best friends. 

3. Sheep have a good long-term memory. 
They can remember as many as 50 faces 
for up to 2 years and they remember bad 
experiences.

4. A lamb knows who its mother is by her 
bleat.

5. Sheep have excellent hearing, but poor 
vision.

6. If a sheep falls on its back or gets put on 
its back it cannot get back onto its feet by 
itself.

7. The fleece of one sheep can be spun to 
produce a strand of wool about 200km 
long.

 Option 3: Do sheep know 
their shepherd’s voice?
If you have access to internet you could show 
the following clips and discuss these questions:

How does a shepherd get his sheep to come to 
him? Do sheep know their shepherd’s voice?

 - The Good Shepherd and His Sheep (3:32)  
https://youtu.be/Coq_grSFlNs

 - OR 
Calling Sheep (2:34)  
https://youtu.be/Holr54eF4LY

 Option 4: Hear my voice
Choose three tamariki from the class. Ask them 
to each choose a good friend – these friends 
stay in one spot with their eyes closed (or you 
can blindfold them).

Get the first three tamariki to walk around the 
classroom quietly and in any direction.

After a few seconds get the tamariki to stand 
still. Then they guide their blindfolded friend to 
them by giving them verbal instructions only. 
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Story: Kōrero
The following key points should be covered in telling the kōrero.

• The kōrero is from the Bible in the New 
Testament book - John 10:1–18

• Jesus told the kōrero of a Good Shepherd 
because the Jewish leaders did not 
understand what he was saying to them.

• The shepherd goes in through the gate and 
the sheep know his voice. He calls them by 
name and leads them out of their enclosure.

• He walks in front of them and they follow 
him.

• Jesus also calls himself a gate through which 
the sheep come and go and find pasture.

• A thief comes only to rob, hurt, and destroy, 
but the good shepherd gives up his life for 
his sheep.

• The Bible says God cares for us and loves us 
like a shepherd for his sheep.

The Shepherd: E kīa nei te Paipera Tapu he hēpara a Ihowā.

 Option 1: Read it
Read ‘One Hundred Sheep’ from www.
lambsongs.co.nz also available to download 
from Launchpad Toolbox (see Other Resources 
in Curriculum Download).

 Option 2: Tell the kōrero 
(Modern-Day Interpretation)
Very early one cool autumn morning Marc, the 
shepherd, climbed quietly out of bed just as 
the sun was starting to rise. As he dressed he 
wondered if his sheep were safe or if thieves 
and robbers had visited in the dark night. He 
picked up his rod and staff and left his wife still 
sleeping in the bed. 

He strode down the short hill to the stone 
enclosure where his flock of sheep had spent 
the night with his neighbours’ sheep. He 
opened the wooden gate, being careful to not 
touch the thorns on the top of it, which were to 
stop robbers and wild animals from getting in, 
and then he closed it behind him. 

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 1

He called his sheep by name - Rambo, Fluffy, 
Baa-baa-ra, Shaun and so on. A few sheep 
pricked up their ears, bleated loudly and 
started walking slowly towards him. These 
were his sheep. The other sheep in the 
enclosure would wait for their shepherd to 
arrive. 

As his sheep came he counted them – 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 … 98, 99, 100. Oh good! They 
were all still safe. He opened the gate again 
and talked softly as he went out and the sheep 
followed him. He strolled through the long, 
brown grass to where he knew a perfect place 
was for the sheep to drink cool, fresh water 
and eat the little bit of green grass that was still 
there. Soon he would have to give them some 
extra feed that he would carry with him in his 
bag.

As the sheep grazed the shepherd sat down 
under a shady bush to eat his breakfast. All 
morning his eyes wandered over the hill where 
his sheep had spread out to graze. 

Suddenly a group of sheep baa-ed loudly 
and all the sheep scattered over the hillside. 
He jumped up, grabbed his rod and rushed 
towards his sheep, looking for the reason for 
commotion. Was it a lion or a wolf? Marc called 
his sheep … Rambo, Fluffy, Baa-baa-ra, Shaun 
… Then he saw the wolf.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 2

He grabbed a round stone from his bag, raised 
his sling and flung the stone straight at the 
wolf’s bottom. He hit the wolf right on target  
- on his bottom and the wolf howled and ran 
away.
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Marc called his sheep and counted his sheep 
as he searched for any that had been harmed. 
Soon he found a lamb that had fallen down 
between two rocks. He stretched and couldn’t 
reach the poor thing. He used the crook on his 
long staff to pick up the lamb and brought him 
to safety.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 3

The sun was lowering on the horizon. Soon it 
would be dark. Marc needed to get the sheep 
back to the enclosure. He called his sheep … 
Rambo, Fluffy, Baa-baa-ra, Shaun … His sheep 
followed him happily. 

When they got to the stone enclosure the 
shepherd opened the wooden gate and stood 
just inside and counted his sheep as they 
walked in one by one … 98, 99, 100. Whew! All 
there! Marc thought to himself, “I would rather 
die than let anything happen to even one of my 
sheep.” He was glad that all of his sheep were 
safe.

 Option 3: Using the Bible
Today we are learning what the Bible says 
about God being like a shepherd. Let’s take a 
look at some of the verses that talk about this.

The first one we are looking at is a well known 
Psalm - does anyone know what a Psalm is?

In the Old Testament we find the book of 
Psalms, which is a whole book of Hebrew 
poetry and song. The one we are looking at 
today is Psalm 23.

Make sure you either have a Bible for each 
tamaiti or enough  to share 
OR have the verses printed on separate 
pieces of paper for the tamariki to read 
themselves. Get the tamariki to read 
through the following verses:

Psalm 23(CEV)

“(A psalm by David.)

The Good Shepherd
1 You, Lord, are my shepherd. 

    I will never be in need.
2 You let me rest in fields

    of green grass.

   You lead me to streams 
of peaceful water,

3 and you refresh my life.

You are true to your name,

    and you lead me

    along the right paths.
4 I may walk through valleys

as dark as death,

    but I won’t be afraid.

You are with me,

    and your shepherd’s rod

    makes me feel safe.
5 You treat me to a feast,

    while my enemies watch.

You honor me as your guest,

    and you fill my cup

    until it overflows.
6 Your kindness and love

will always be with me

    each day of my life,

    and I will live forever

    in your house, Lord.”

David wrote this Psalm to show that God was 
important to him – his Shepherd-King.

• What does this verse reveal about what a 
shepherd does? 

• Who is the shepherd in this verse?

• shepherd does?
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Isaiah 40:11(CEV) 
“The Lord cares for his nation, just as shepherds 
care for their flocks. He carries the lambs in his 
arms, while gently leading the mother sheep.”

• What does this verse reveal about what a 
shepherd does?

• Who is the shepherd in this verse?

Jeremiah 31:10(CEV) 
“Listen to me, you nations nearby or across the 

sea. I scattered the people of Israel, but I will 
gather them again. I will protect them like a 

shepherd guarding a flock;”

In this verse God is speaking through the prophet 
Jeremiah to the Israelites.

• What does this verse reveal about what a 
shepherd does?

Let’s keep looking at other Bible verses that talk 
about God being like a shepherd.

 1 Peter 5:2–3 (CEV) 
“Just as shepherds watch over their sheep, you 

must watch over everyone God has placed in your 
care. Do it willingly in order to please God, and 

not simply because you think you must. Let it be 
something you want to do, instead of something 

you do merely to make money. Don’t be bossy 
to those people who are in your care, but set an 

example for them.”

In these verses Peter is addressing the Christian 
leaders of his day.

• What does this verse reveal about what a 
shepherd does?

• What is Peter saying the leaders need to be 
like? Why should the leaders do these things?

We can see from the Bible that God is like a good 
shepherd. Christians believe he cares, carries and 
leads. God guards. God watches willingly without 
asking anything in return. God knows those he 
leads. God cares.
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Story Exploration: Tuharatia te kōrero

Words for Life:
He kupu koiora
These can be taught at any stage during the 
session, but now may be a good time. 

Important: preface this part of the session by 
saying something like, “This is what it says in 
the Bible...”

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word”
Juniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word. All of it is useful for 
teaching and helping people and 
for correcting them and showing 
them how to live.”
Seniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Nō te hā o te Atua ngā 
karaipiture katoa, he pai hoki 
hei whakaako, hei riri i te hē, hei 
whakatikatika, hei whakaako ki 
te tika.” 2 Tīmoti 3:16 (PT)

Songs: Waiata
Please choose a waiata that fits within 
our Song Lyric Guidelines, or use the list of 
approved waiata on the Launchpad Toolbox 
website. 

Life Application:
Whakahāpaitanga
The Bible tells us that God is like the shepherd. 
Christians believe God wants to take care of us 
and love us.

Let’s think...Who can you take care of this 
week?

How will you show them love and care?

Prayer: Karakia
I am going to pray to finish our time together. 
You don’t have to join in prayer if you don’t 
want to. This is a time to sit quietly and either 
listen to what is being said or think of today’s 
lesson and what you want to remember this 
week. 

Some people like to close their eyes or look at 
the floor when they pray. 

If you agree with what I pray you are welcome 
to say ‘Amen’ with me at the end. You don’t 
have to if you don’t want to, that’s absolutely 
fine.

Dear God, thank you for the kōrero of the 
shepherd and how he looks after his sheep. 
Please help us take care of and show love 
to the people around us.  Amen.

E te Atua, ka tuku whakamoemiti ki te 
hunga tiaki i a mātou kia hauora, kia 
harikoa, kia haumaru tō mātou ao. Āmine

Option 1: Workbooks
Explain clearly to the tamariki what is required 
in the workbooks that you have for them.

Option 2: Craft
Either have the tamariki draw outlines of sheep 
on some A4 paper or photocopy the template 
at the end of this lesson. Using cotton wool 
balls and glue, have the tamariki create woolly 
sheep!

Option 3: Invisible Ink
• Who can you care for this week?

• How will you care for them?
Get the tamariki to write a secret message on a 
piece of paper about how they will care for this 
person this week? Give the secret message to 
your person. If they don’t know how to see the 
message tell them how when you have cared 
for them.
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Story Exploration Option 3 - Sheep Cutout
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Introduction Unit
Intro Unit: Session 3
What does the Bible say about who God is? Jehovah Jireh
Ko wai a Ihowā? Ko Ihowā Manaaki.

Preparation
• Pray as you prepare and present your 

lesson.

• Read Genesis 22:14, Matthew 6:25-34 and  
2 Kings 4:1–7 for background and reflecton.

• Familiarise yourself with the lesson.

• Prepare appropriate materials for your  
chosen activities.

Take to the Session 
• Bible (CEV).

• Visual aids or PowerPoint for kōrero, singing 
and Words for Life.

• Music aids e.g. CD and CD player, MP3 etc..

• Appropriate materials for the chosen 
activities.

NOTE 
In each of the Part One Champions Curriculum 
books we want to look at ‘Who is God?’ and 
have chosen to do this by looking at the names 
he is referred to in the Bible.  Each of the 
names reveals a different facet of God’s nature 
and character.  Before you start the lessons 
spend some time thinking about where the 
names are in the Bible.

Jehovah Jireh is found in the Old Testament, 
in Genesis 22 when God provided a ram for 
Abraham to sacrifice in the place of Isaac. 

Jireh means “The Lord will provide.” 

Yahweh means God. The Jews, even still today, 
believe that people shouldn’t write God’s 
name and so write YHWH or G-D.  Jehovah in 
all likelihood comes from the vocalisation of 
the word Yahweh.

Stress to the tamariki that we should respect 
the names of God.

Key Competencies Using language, symbols and texts

Learning Outcomes 

Whakahua ako
The tamariki will be encouraged to understand what the Bible 
reveals to us about God and his nature.

Values 

Whai painga
Respect, Curiosity and Diversity

Ko te whakaute, te pākikitanga me te kanorau.

W.A.L.T.

E ākona ana
We Are Learning That: the Bible says God provides.

E ai ki te Paipera Tapu ko Ihowā tō mātou kaimanaaki.
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Introduction Unit
Intro Unit: Session 3
What does the Bible say about who God is? Jehovah Jireh
Ko wai a Ihowā? Ko Ihowā Manaaki.

Introduction: Whakaaro

 Option 1: Help!
Choose 4 or 5 of the questions below and 
discuss with your class.

• What does a doctor/nurse provide for us?  
(Help when we are sick)

• What does a policeman/fireman provide for 
us? (Help when we are in danger or safety)

• What do farmers provide for us? (Meat, 
vegetables, materials for clothes and shoes)

• What does our teacher provide for us?  
(An education, care)

• What does nature provide for us? (Clean 
air - oxygen, beautiful trees, flowers, food for 
animals, shelter, somewhere to play, wood to 
keep warm and paper)

• What things do your parents provide for you? 
(Food, clothes, education)

Christians believe that God provides for all of 
us.

 Option 2: Just for fun!
Talk about a time that God has provided for 
you so that your ‘cup was over flowing’.

For this game you will need four empty fizzy 
drink plastic bottles and some small balls like 
marbles, lollies or round beads. The game 
is from ‘Minute to Win It’ and is called ‘Baby 
Rattle’. 
https://youtu.be/bmooEX0-ovs

 Option 3: God provides 
parents for three brothers
The Scandret whānau believe their God has 
provided for them in a very special way. Let’s 
watch!  
God Provides A Family! (4:03)  
https://youtu.be/2D00t4eikpY

Story: Kōrero
The following points should be covered in telling the kōrero:

• This kōrero comes from the Bible, in the Old 
Testament in the book 2 Kings 4.

• Elisha was God’s messenger to the people of 
Israel.

• A widow came to him and told Elisha about 
the bad time she and her two sons were 
having since her husband had died.

• Elisha helped her by using a small bottle of 
olive oil.

• She filled all the jars she could with oil until 
she had no more jars to fill.

• Elisha told her to sell the oil to make money 
for her and her sons to live on.

God Provides: Ko Ihowā Manaaki.

 Option 1: Read it
Read ‘Jars of Oil’ from ‘The Beginner’s Bible’ 
(Zondervan).

 Option 2: Read it
Read ‘Elisha and the oil that never ran out’ 
from www.lambsongs.co.nz also available to 
download from Launchpad Toolbox (see Other 
Resources in Curriculum Download).

 Option 3: Watch it
If you have internet connection share the 
following media clip:

 - One Jar Of Oil (2:53)  
https://youtu.be/VbA2zIKQl7k
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 Option 4: Tell the kōrero
For this kōrero you will need to make cards that say 
(Oh no!), (Wow!), (Cool!) and (Boo hoo!).

This kōrero comes from the Bible in the Old 
Testament in the book 2 Kings 4. The kōrero is 
called The Widow’s Oil.

One day there was a woman who was very sad. 
(Boo hoo!) Her husband had died, leaving her 
to look after their two sons. Soon afterwards 
a man came knocking on her door. He had 
come to collect money that her husband owed 
him. (Oh no!) The man wanted his money 
immediately. The woman told him, “I do not 
have any money to give you.” The man was 
angry and told her he would take her two sons 
and make them his slaves. (Oh no!) Now she 
felt even worse, she had lost her husband and 
now she was going to lose her sons.

So, the woman went to Elisha because she was 
the widow of one of his group of prophets. She 
cried sadly, (Boo hoo!) “You know that before 
my husband died he was a follower of you and 
God. But he owed a man some money. Now 
that man has come and threatened to take 
away my two sons to be his slaves if I don’t pay 
him back.” (Oh no!)

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 1

Elisha said, “Maybe there is something I can 
do to help.”(Cool!) “What do you have in your 
house?” 

The woman said, “Sir, I only have one small 
bottle of olive oil.” (Oh no!)

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 2

Elisha told her, “Ask your neighbours for their 
empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few. Ask them 
for as many as they can give you. And after 
you’ve borrowed as many as you can, go home 
and shut the door behind you and your sons. 
(Oh no!) Then begin filling the jars with oil and 
set each one aside as you fill it.” (Cool!) 

The woman left. She and her sons started 
knocking on the neighbours’ doors. The 
neighbours must have thought she was very 
strange asking for all those jars. They must 
have wondered what she was going to do with 
all of those jars. 

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 3

Later, when she and her sons were back inside 
their house, the two sons brought her the jars, 
and she began filling them. (Wow!) At last, she 
said to one of her sons, “Bring me another jar.”

“We don’t have any more,” he answered, and 
the oil stopped flowing from the small bottle. 
(Oh no!) 

Later on she told Elisha what had happened, 
and he said, “Sell the oil and use part of the 
money to pay what you owe the man. You and 
your sons can live on what is left.” (Cool!) 

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 4

The woman sold the oil and had enough money 
to pay back her debt and then had the rest to 
live on.

Why did God use olive oil to provide for the 
woman? Because olive oil was a necessity and 
a luxury. People used olive oil almost every 
day, but it was expensive to make because it 
took a long time to make. They used the oil for 
lighting, as medicine, in soap, in make-up  and 
for cooking. (Wow!) 

God had used Elisha and the olive oil to provide 
for her.
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Story Exploration: Tuharatia te kōrero

Option 1: Workbooks
Explain clearly to the tamariki what is required 
in the workbooks that you have for them.

Option 2: Collage
Make sure you have glue sticks or check with 
the class teacher that there are glue sticks for 
the tamariki to use.

Either have magazines for the tamariki to tear/
cut out pictures or have pictures cut out for the 
tamariki to use.

During the class get the tamariki to cut out 
pictures of things we need provided for us to 
help us be healthy, safe and happy.

The tamariki can either work in small groups or 
the whole class can work together to make a 
collage. Draw a huge jar and get the tamariki to 
fill the jar with their pictures.

Say ‘Christians believe God loves to provide for 
us, and that we can ask him to help us anytime.’

Option 3: Alphabet Game
Read Matthew 6:25-26. Who does the Bible say 
looks after the birds? What does the Bible say 
we shouldn’t do?

At the beginning of the game say, ‘Christians 
believe that God provides for all of us.’

The aim of the game is to make a verbal list of 
things we need to help us be happy, healthy 
and safe, using the same letter.

As the presenter, you start the game by 
choosing the letter (P for provide) and selecting 
the first item ‘pears’. The next tamaiti has to 
repeat your selection then add another ‘pears, 
pineapples’ and so on.

The aim is to see how long the class can make 
the list without repeating an item.
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Story Exploration: Tuharatia te kōrero

Words for Life:
He Kupu Koiora
These can be taught at any stage during the 
session, but now may be a good time. 

Important: preface this part of the session by 
saying something like, “This is what it says in 
the Bible...”

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word”
Juniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word. All of it is useful for 
teaching and helping people and 
for correcting them and showing 
them how to live.”
Seniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Nō te hā o te Atua ngā 
karaipiture katoa, he pai hoki 
hei whakaako, hei riri i te hē, hei 
whakatikatika, hei whakaako ki 
te tika.” 2 Tīmoti 3:16 (PT)
2 Tīmoti 3:16 (PT)

Songs: Waiata
Please choose a waiata that fits within 
our Song Lyric Guidelines, or use the list of 
approved waiata on the Launchpad Toolbox 
website. 

Life Application:
Whakahāngaitanga
In today’s kōrero we heard how God provided 
for the poor widow. The Bible tells us that God 
loves to help and provide.

Let’s think... who provides for us to be happy, 
healthy and safe? How can we thank them this 
week?

Karakia: Karakia
I am going to pray to finish our time together. 
You don’t have to join in prayer if you don’t 
want to. This is a time to sit quietly and either 
listen to what is being said or think of today’s 
lesson and what you want to remember this 
week. 

Some people like to close their eyes or look at 
the floor when they pray. 

If you agree with what I pray you are welcome 
to say ‘Amen’ with me at the end. You don’t 
have to if you don’t want to, that’s absolutely 
fine.

Dear God, thank you for all the people 
who provide for us to keep us healthy, 
happy and safe. Amen.

E te Atua, tēnā koe me ngā kōrero mō 
te hēpara me tāna mahi tiaki i āna hipi. 
Hāpaitia mātou ki te manaaki me te tuku 
aroha ki te tangata. Āmine
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Introduction Unit
Intro Unit: Session 4
What does the Bible say about who Jesus is?
Ko wai a Ihu Karaiti?

Preparation
• Pray as you prepare and present your 

lesson.

• Read Luke 19:1-10 for background and 
reflecton.

• Familiarise yourself with the lesson.

• Prepare appropriate materials for your  
chosen activities.

Take to the Session 
• Bible (CEV).

• Visual aids or PowerPoint for kōrero, singing 
and Words for Life.

• Music aids e.g. CD and CD player, MP3 etc..

• Appropriate materials for the chosen 
activities.

Key Competencies Thinking

Learning Outcomes 

Whakahua ako
The tamariki wll be encouraged to think about what the Bible 
says about who Jesus is. 

Values 

Whai painga
Inquiry, Curiosity

Ko te pakirehua me te pākikitanga.

W.A.L.T.

E ākona ana

We Are Learning That: the Bible says Jesus changed lives.

E ai ki te Paipera Tapu i panonitia e Ihu Karaiti te mataora o te 
tangata.

Introduction: Whakaaro

 Option 1: Imagine if?
• Prepare some cue cards that have either an 

occupation or situation written on them.

• Have volunteers choose a card to be read. As 
a class ask ‘imagine if’ and then read what is 
written on the chosen card.

• Discuss: what would be different about their 
lives from how they live them now? What 
might happen if they were in that given 
situation?

• The occupations/situations could include:

 - Sumo Wrestler

 - Royalty (Prince/Princess or King/Queen)

 - Lived in Antarctica

 - Lived in the desert

 - Weren’t allowed to go to school

 - Had an endless supply of money

 - Were the Prime Minister of New Zealand
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 Option 2: Life-Changing 
Event
Describe a life-changing event that is 
appropriate to the tamariki who you are 
presenting to – an event that made a change in 
the person’s life.  Make sure it is relevant to the 
age of the tamariki.

Avoid discussing any extreme negative 
experiences such as the death of a parent or 
pet, the separation of parents or a traumatic 
accident, especially a fatal one.

Choose an event such as:

• being given a surprise on your birthday, e.g. 
a trip to the zoo with friends

• being unexpectedly chosen to represent the  
kura in a sports team

• being surprised by a totally unexpected  
birthday or Christmas present (e.g. the gift 
of a bicycle that provided independent 
transport and many opportunities to 
explore)

• being given access to the kitchen in order to 
learn to cook (with minimal supervision)

• meeting someone important who makes an 
offer to assist with a special project

• finally getting permission to go on a kura 
camp or have a sleepover with friends

• It is possible that a tamaiti will have a limb 
in plaster caused through a playground 
or sports field incident and they could be 
interviewed sensitively as an example.

The key question to ask is, in what ways did the 
described event change the life of the person, 
and perhaps others, involved? Before the event 
should be contrasted with after the event.

 Option 3: Picture Outcomes
• Fold a sheet of A3 paper horizontally into 

four equal parts.

• Decide on a person, animal or object.

• Start off by folding the paper in a way that 
only the top section of the paper is visible.

• Choose a tamaiti to begin the drawing. 
(Might draw the head of a person/animal, or 
the top part of the object.)

• Ensure they draw a few leading lines into the 
next section of the paper so the following 
tamaiti has a beginning point to draw from. 

• Fold the paper over so what has been drawn 
can’t be seen by the next tamariki. Get the 
next volunteer to come and draw their 
section of the drawing.

• Continue this process until all 4 sections 
have been drawn in.

• Open up the piece of paper to view the 
completed drawing.

• Tell the tamaiti what the original animal/
object or person was. Discuss how each 
tamaiti’s contribution changed or added to 
the original subject that was chosen.

 Option 4: Kōrero Consequences
• Sit in one large circle or in several smaller 

circles, depending on how many tamariki 
you have in your class.

• Give a sheet of paper to everyone. You as 
the presenter need to read the following 
instructions to the tamariki.

1. Write the name of a girl, or an animal or 
object at the top of the piece of paper.

 - Ensure everyone has written down the 
name of a girl or an animal or object. Now 
tell them to fold the top of the paper so 
what they have written is now hidden.

 - Now each tamaiti must pass their sheet of 
paper to the tamaiti sitting on their right. 
Explain that nobody is to look at what the 
tamaiti before them has written.  

2. Write the name of a boy, animal or object.
 - Again get the tamariki to fold the paper 
in the same way and pass it to the tamaiti 
sitting on their right. Repeat this process 
after each question until you tell the 
tamariki to stop.

3. Where was the girl, animal or object?

4. Where did they meet?

5. What did they eat or do?

6. What did the girl/animal/object say to the 
boy/other animal/object?

7. What did the boy/animal/object say to the 
girl/other animal/object?
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Story: Kōrero
The following key points should be covered in telling the kōrero.

1 The first person narrative story telling method is a term used to describe the telling of a kōrero as if you are one of the characters.  
In this case you are Zacchaeus so you tell the kōrero from his point of view.

• This kōrero is from the Bible in Luke 19:1-10.

• Jesus was passing through Jericho.

• Zacchaeus, a rich tax collector, lived there.

• He wanted to see who Jesus was. He was 
curious (wanted to inquire).

• He was short and could not see because of 
the crowd.

• Zacchaeus climbed a tree in order to see 
Jesus.

• Jesus stopped under the tree and invited 
himself to Zacchaeus’ home (he inquired if 
he could come).

• Zacchaeus was delighted to welcome Jesus 
to his house.

• Many people grumbled because Jesus had 
gone to Zacchaeus’ house.

• Zacchaeus’ questions and curiosity led to his 
becoming a different person. He gave money 
away.

Who is Jesus: Ko wai a Ihu Karaiti?

 Option 1: Read it
Read ‘A Short Man’ from ‘The Beginner’s Bible’ 
(Zondervan).

 Option 2: Read it
Read ‘Zacchaeus Climbs a Tree’ from www.
lambsongs.co.nz also available to download 
from Launchpad Toolbox (see Other Resources 
in Curriculum Download).

 Option 3: Act it
Assume the character of Zacchaeus and 
use the first person narrative story-telling 
method1 to tell this kōrero. This approach will 
be enhanced if you wear some simple props. 
NOTE: you do not require the powerpoint for 
this approach.

 Option 4: Tell the kōrero
Sometimes things happen to us that we do 
not plan and they help us to change our lives 
for good.  Something like that happened to 
Zacchaeus, a person living at the same time as 
Jesus in the Bible.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 1

Zacchaeus lived in a town called Jericho and he 
was very rich.  He was very rich because he was 
in charge of collecting taxes. 

It seems that he sometimes cheated when he 
worked out how much the tax payer was meant 
to be paying. That way he was able to get more 
money and make himself extra rich. He was the 
sort of person we might call Mr Money Bags.

8. What was the consequence of the 
meeting? (What happened after they met? 
Did they become friends? Did they go to a 
party together?)

• After everyone has finished writing, ask 
each tamaiti one by one to open the sheet 
and read out the kōrero. Discuss how each 
tamaiti’s contribution can change the 
direction and outcome of the kōrero.
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Zacchaeus was also a curious person. He liked 
to find out things, to see what people looked 
like. So it should not surprise us that when he 
heard that Jesus was going to walk through 
Jericho on his way to the next town, Zacchaeus 
decided that he would like to take a look at 
Jesus as well.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 2

The problem was that a lot of other people in 
Jericho also wanted to have a look and they 
crowded around Jesus. If you wanted to see 
him you had to be in the front row or be very 
tall.

Zacchaeus had two problems. The first of 
these was that he was a short man, so he could 
not see over the heads of the crowd.  The 
second was that he was not very well liked by 
the people in Jericho. There was no point in 
Zacchaeus saying nicely to people in the crowd, 
“Excuse me, may I get through? I would like to 
have a look at Jesus” because nobody would 
have listened. They would have been more 
likely to have given him an extra bump or push.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 3

If Zacchaeus was going to satisfy his curiosity, 
he was going to have to think up another plan.  
He had a brainwave.  If Jesus was going along 
that street then he would have to pass under a 
sycamore tree. Zacchaeus could climb the tree 
and watch Jesus pass by and no one would 
spoil his view. So that is what he did. We read 
in the Bible that he ran ahead of the crowd, 
climbed the tree, made himself comfortable 
and then waited for Jesus to come past.

He knew Jesus was getting closer, because he 
could see the crowd coming slowly towards 
him. He could also hear the noise that they 
were making. It was a brilliant plan and he was 
getting a magnificent, uninterrupted view. 
Jesus was just about right underneath him.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 4

Then something unexpected happened. Jesus 
stopped walking. The crowd went quiet, 
wondering what was going to happen. They 
had been so busy looking at Jesus and hearing 
what he was saying that they had not noticed 
Zacchaeus up in the tree, but the Bible says 
that Jesus knew that he was there. When Jesus 
stopped he looked up into the tree. 

He looked at Zacchaeus kindly. He said to 
Zacchaeus, “Hurry on down, I want to come to 
stay with you today.”

What a surprise! Zacchaeus was delighted. He 
did not have to be satisfied with just seeing 
Jesus. He would now be able to ask Jesus all 
the questions that he had in his mind. He gladly 
welcomed Jesus to his house.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 5

A lot of the crowd began mumbling at this 
point.  We can imagine that they were saying 
to each other things like: “What is Jesus doing 
going to THAT man’s house?” “Doesn’t Jesus 
know that Zacchaeus is not a good man?” 
“How can Jesus eat that man’s food?” and 
“This is not right, Jesus has got it all wrong!” 
They did not say these things so that Jesus 
could hear because they did not want to offend 
him, but they certainly whispered them to one 
another.

SHOW POWERPOINT SLIDE 6

Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house. The Bible 
does not tell us what Jesus said to Zacchaeus, 
or what questions Zacchaeus asked Jesus, but 
we do know what happened. Whatever was 
said, Zacchaeus changed that day. The Bible 
tells us that he told Jesus that he would give 
half of his property to the poor. WOW!  But that 
was not all. He also told Jesus that if he had 
cheated anyone he would pay them back four 
times the amount. Using our money, if a person 
had been cheated four dollars he would give 
them back sixteen dollars!

Whatever Jesus had said, changed this man. He 
would be forever changed..
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Story Exploration: Tuharatia te kōrero

Option 1: Workbooks
Explain clearly to the tamariki what is required 
in the workbooks that you have for them.

 Option 2: True or False
Fold your arms if your answer is true and put 
your hands on knees if your answer is false for 
the following questions:

According to the Bible kōrero...

1. Zacchaeus was a very rich man (T)

2. Zacchaeus was curious (T)

3. Zacchaeus was a very tall person (F)

4. Zacchaeus was a popular person in 
Jericho (F)

5. Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus’ house 
(T)

6. Everyone was happy that Jesus went to 
Zacchaeus’ house (F)

7. (Junior) After Jesus’ visit to Zacchaeus 
house he was a different person (T) 

8. (Senior) After Jesus’ visit to Zacchaeus 
house the rich tax collector had a big 
change in his values (T)

 Option 3: Musical Chairs
Play a game of Musical Chairs as a whole 
class or in groups play several games at once, 
depending on the number of tamariki you have.

• Place chairs, cushions, mats or pieces of 
paper in a circle. Ensure you have one less 
than the number of tamariki playing.

• Play music and get the tamariki to walk 
about the circle or dance.

• When the music stops the tamariki need to 
sit down on whichever place marker you 
have chosen to use (chairs, cushions etc.).

• The tamaiti left without a place is now ‘out’.
• Remove another place marker and play the 

music again.

• Repeat the process of stopping the music 
and removing further place markers until 
there is only one tamaiti left.

• Discuss the following questions after playing 
the game:

 - How did it feel to be the last tamaiti 
playing?

 - How did it feel to be ‘out’?

 - What does it mean when we leave 
someone out or exclude them?

 - Have you ever left somebody out before or 
been left out yourself?

 - How was Zacchaeus treated at the 
beginning of the kōrero?

 - Why didn’t he have any friends and was left 
out?

 - From the kōrero, how does Jesus want us 
to treat others?

 - In the kōrero what did Jesus do for 
Zacchaeus?

 - How did Zacchaeus change?

 - Do you act differently when you are 
included?
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Story Exploration: Tuharatia te kōrero

Words for Life:
He kupu koiora
These can be taught at any stage during the 
session, but now may be a good time. 

Important: preface this part of the session by 
saying something like, “This is what it says in 
the Bible...”

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word”
Juniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Everything in the Scriptures is 
God’s word. All of it is useful for 
teaching and helping people and 
for correcting them and showing 
them how to live.”
Seniors: 2 Timothy 3:16 (CEV)

“Nō te hā o te Atua ngā 
karaipiture katoa, he pai hoki 
hei whakaako, hei riri i te hē, hei 
whakatikatika, hei whakaako ki 
te tika.” 
2 Tīmoti 3:16 (PT)

Songs: Waiata
Please choose a waiata that fits within 
our Song Lyric Guidelines, or use the list of 
approved waiata on the Launchpad Toolbox 
website. 

Life Application
Whakahāpaitanga
Sometimes the answers we get when we ask 
questions are quite unexpected. It seems 
that the answers Zacchaeus got from Jesus 
changed his life.

He changed from someone who only thought 
of himself to someone who wanted to make 
the right choices.

Let’s think... who are the people in our lives 
that help us to make good choices? How can 
we help others to make good choices?

Prayer: Karakia
I am going to pray to finish our time together. 
You don’t have to join in prayer if you don’t 
want to. This is a time to sit quietly and either 
listen to what is being said or think of today’s 
lesson and what you want to remember this 
week. 

Some people like to close their eyes or look at 
the floor when they pray. 

If you agree with what I pray you are welcome 
to say ‘Amen’ with me at the end. You don’t 
have to if you don’t want to, that’s absolutely 
fine.

Dear God, thank you for the kōrero of 
Zacchaeus. And thank you for those 
people who help us to make good choices.
Amen.

E te Atua, tēnā koe me ngā kōrero mō 
Hakiaha. Anō nei te mihi mō te hunga 
āwhina i a mātou kia tika o mātou  
kōwhiringa. Āmine.
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