
 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness, serious 
injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi, special  
permission from the Principal. 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 2 2020 

Wednesday 04 March  2020 

On Wednesday 19 February 
we held our annual Family 

Fun Night. Parents got the 
chance to meet their 
children’s teachers in their 
class and get some general 
information about how the 
class will operate this year. 

After this, parents had 
picnic dinners, bought 
slushies, drinks and sausage 
sizzles from the PTA and 
played one of the games 
and activities organised by 
the Family Fun Night 
student sports leaders. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

WELL ATTENDED Maungawhau had a fantastic week outdoors last 

week. Year 8 were at camp at Camp Adair, Hunua 

Ranges and Year 7 took part in a range of 

activities such as rock climbing, problem solving, 

star dome and climbing One Tree Hill, and dance. 

Year 8 students had to work together to achieve 

some of the challenges they faced. A big thanks 

to all parents who either helped 

at the EOTC activities or helped 

out a camp. Also a big thanks to 

teachers who certainly looked 

exhausted by Friday afternoon. 

A WEEK LEARNING OUTDOORS 

Congratulations Tim, Regan, Liam and Claire for having their 
applications to be Bus Monitors for 2020, accepted. 

 

Being a bus 
monitor 
requires a 
great deal of 
responsibility 
to ensure the 
students 
travel to and 
from school 
safely. 

BUS MONITORS 2020 

PASIFIKA FONO 

WEDNESDAY 11 

MARCH 2020 

FROM 6PM—7.30PM 

IN THE STAFFROOM 

Next Wednesday, 11 

March, we will be 

having a Pasifika Fono 

and supper too. Mrs 

Katie Hastings had the 

fantastic idea of us all 

having KFC instead of 

the usual pizza, I 

agreed. The school will 

supply this for families 

on the night. 

 

Y1-6 STUDENTS WEAR 

GREEN ON  

17 MARCH 
As a fun event we are 
encouraging all staff and 
students to wear everything 
green on St Patricks Day 
which is Tuesday 17 March.  

Let’s see if we can get a 
photo with all Year 1-6 
students wearing green.  

Y7/8 students will be participating in their Summer Field 
Day and will be required to wear their full PE Uniform. 
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Water Skills for Life Programme 

Swimming and survival skills are an important part of our Health and Physical Education curriculum. Over 

the past few weeks, trained swim instructors have come into school and have taken a ‘Water Skills for Life’ 

programme with the Year 3 and 4 students and currently the Year 5 and 6 students. This programme has 

been developed by GAAAP (Greater Auckland Aquatic Action Plan) and is at no cost to the school. 

It is now considered more important to be teaching students competencies for lifelong water safety rather 

that teaching then to swim in isolation. From research conducted by New Zealand water safety sector 

experts, the learning of a combination of water safety and swimming skills resulted in a reduction in young 
children drowning. 

There are seven competencies covered in this very comprehensive programme. 

 

• Water safety and awareness 

• Getting in and out of water 

• Going under the water (submersion) 

• Floating on the water (personal  

         buoyancy)                                                                                     

• Rolling and turning in the water (orientation) 

• What to do in an emergency (safety of self and 

others) 

• Moving through the water (propulsion). 

Opaheke School—Sharing, Caring, Learning and Achieving 

February was a month for sharing the love and showing you 

care. We had St Valentine’s Day, and Random Acts of Kindness 

day,  Why stop there? Let’s make 2020 the year of kindness and 

caring. We are training Peer Mediators to help resolve conflict 

and spread the peace out in the playground.  There’s a new  

student leadership role coming up to support the Pause and 

Connect Lunchtime Programme where students work together 

across year levels. Cyber safety and Global Citizenship will 

continue to be a focus this year reinforcing the message that we 

need to be thoughtful and kind in the online world as well as in 

the physical world. There are simple things that you can do at 

home too to reinforce the kindness message. Here are some ideas:  

Kindness Scavenger Hunt: https://www.kiddiematters.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Slide4-1.jpg  

Play the ‘Kindness Game ‘ such as Kindness Bingo https://www.52-lives.org/games/  or  

Kindness Tic Tac Toe https://coffeeandcarpool.com/classic-game-to-encourage-

kindness/kindness-tic-tac-toe-games/  

 
You don’t have to do hard or 

expensive things to show you 

care. Give a smile to someone 

without one. Sit with someone 

who is lonely. Ask someone if 

they are ok. Only use kind 

words.  

Together we can make the 

world a better place; let it start 

with you.  

Everyday Learning at Opaheke School 

https://www.kiddiematters.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Slide4-1.jpg
https://www.52-lives.org/games/
https://coffeeandcarpool.com/classic-game-to-encourage-kindness/kindness-tic-tac-toe-games/
https://coffeeandcarpool.com/classic-game-to-encourage-kindness/kindness-tic-tac-toe-games/
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Y7 EOTC 

DAY 1 - Stardome and One Tree Hill Trip 
Day one started with a bus trip to visit the Stardome Observatory and climb One Tree Hill. They learnt about our galaxy and 
how far away stars and planets are. Then we walked up One Tree Hill and spotted our school maunga.  

 

Day 2 - Technology Challenge and Fit Hop Dance 
Day two morning was spent working in small groups to build a bridge that could hold 500gm. 
After morning tea they learnt about Fit Hop from Sonja and created some cool dance moves. Students were great 
collaborators and challenge takers. The day finished with group performances in the hall.  

Day 3 - Extreme Edge Climbing 
On day three the students got to be challenge takers, collaborators and thinkers conquering heights and fears as they 
scaled a variety of climbing walls at Extreme Edge Rock climbing. Even the teachers got in on the action.  

Day 4 - Youthtown Outdoors 

The final day of EOTC was a day where students participated in a variety of outdoor activities and team building games with 
Youthtown Outdoors. 
These included archery, flintstone carts, tipi and rocket building. They were challenged to be collaborators and innovators.  
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Our New Staff 

Welcome to Daniel Laity 

I am a new classroom teacher in room two where I teach 

year sevens and I would like to take a moment of your time 

to introduce myself. I have enjoyed my first weeks at 

Opaheke School thanks to the students in my room and 

around the school showing great respect for others. This is 

my first year teaching so starting off the year well has been 

a great success. Before starting my journey to become a 

teacher I was the tennis coach for a few South Auckland 
tennis clubs. I enjoy playing tennis, however I have not had 

too many opportunities to get out on court recently. During 

my time teaching at Opaheke School I hope to inspire 

students to take pride in their work. I enjoy it most when I 

can engage students in their work and when they are proud to share what they have learned. Now that you 

know a little about me make sure to say hello if you see me around the school.  

Welcome to the Languages Team  - May Wang  

I am a support teacher teaching Chinese to Year 7 and 8 

students. I migrated to New Zealand in 2001 with my 
husband and two sons. We all enjoy living in this beautiful 

country where people from different cultural communities 

can live and work harmoniously. I am enjoying the 

opportunity to teach Chinese at Opaheke School where 
students are so lucky to have a taste of other cultures and 

languages in classroom, which will definitely be a helpful 

preparation for their future.  In my spare time, I like hiking 
with my husband. Walking through native kauri  smelling 

the leaves with dewdrops, breathing in the breeze……it is indeed a blessed happiness granted 

from the pure nature of New Zealand. 

Pool Fun! 

In term one, our 
hardworking STAR award 
winners are invited for a 
lunch time swim with a 
friend. Supervised by Mr 
Valvoi the pool is filled 
with happy kids, glad for 
an extra swim during the 
heat of 
the day. 
Well 
done on 
your 
awesome 
work, 
award 
winners.  

 

Lunchtime Swim for STAR Award Winners 
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Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Well done to all our students who received awards this week.  

Our term one focus is Teamwork.        

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to the students who have attained their gold award 

certificates over the past two weeks.  

So much hard work! 

Term 1 Week 4 

Term 1 Week 5 

BOT News 

PTA News 

Upcoming PTA Meeting 

In order for the school to function effectively for the 

students’ welfare, it is important that both teachers and 
parents come together. 

PTA stands for Parent Teacher Association, a school-
based organisation with a mission to make the school a 

better place for children to learn. Parents of students 

work together with teachers to raise money 

for school supplies and generally support 

the school's efforts. 

Our next PTA meeting is Wednesday 25th March at 7pm 

in the Staffroom.  The main focus for this meeting will be 

the Carnival, with the departure of our star co-ordinator 

Claire Hart we are looking for another volunteer to take 

over this task.  There are many questions to be talked 

through such as: how should carnival look this year?  
Should it be a big one day event?  Should we reduce the 

size of it?  Should we have more smaller events 

throughout the year? 

We invite anyone who wants to come and share their 

ideas!  

School Investment Package 

Our School is eligible to 
receive a one-off capital 
contribution of $400K to 
spend on upgrading our 
property.  The additional 
funding is provided through the School 
Investment Package which the government 
announced in December 2019.  These funds are 
required to be spent on projects which are 
completed by December 2021.  The Board are 
currently under talks to decide how we can 
best utilise these funds under the conditions 
stipulated to benefit our staff and students. 
Keep tuned for more updates on what is 
decided. 

The next Whãnau Support Hui is on Monday 

9 March (full Hui is on Tues 31 March) from 
6-7pm in the Staffroom. 

All Whãnau are welcome.  Tea, coffee and 

biscuits are provided. 

The topics for discussion are as follows: 

*Waharoa working group 
*Papakura Marae visit 2020 

*Breakfast Club Initiative  

Easter Raffle 

The Easter Raffle is coming up and we are asking that 

each family sell at least one book of 10 $1 tickets for the 

Easter Egg Raffle.  This is a great fundraiser for the PTA 

and will allow us to contribute to many upcoming 

projects in the school.   

Notices have gone out this week for families to return if 

they would like to sell more than one book or if they 

choose not to sell any.   

Raffle books will be sent home next 

week. 

The top 10 ticket sellers in the school 

will win an Easter hamper for 

themselves! 

Whãnau Support Hui 
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Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  

Room 9 Year One and Two 

We have settled into our class and are focusing on our self-regulation 
disposition.  We are learning to work in a team by using our manners and 
being considerate while others are speaking or working.  

Look at what we have been learning in the past few weeks. 
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Room 5 Year 5/6 

Self-Portraits 
Room 5 was introduced to the 

life and art of Amedeo 

Modigliano. Students created 

a self-portrait in the style of 

Modigliano.  Our self-portraits 

included the elongated necks, 

almond eyes, and 

elongated noses which 

is unique to 

Modigliano.  

Here are some of our 

finished pieces. 
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    Opaheke School Newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

5-6 Mar Y7 Bike Ready Programme 

6 Mar Counties Zone Swimming 

9 Mar Whãnau Support Hui 6pm 

10 Mar Y5/6 Summer Sports Day 

11 Mar Y5/6 Deep Water Safety 

16 Mar Y5/6 Swimming Sports 

17 Mar  Y7/8 Summer Field Day 

18 Mar Y5/6 NC Swimming Sports 

25 Mar PTA Meeting 7pm 

 24 Feb 2 March 

R1 Karvell Sally 

R2 Aden  

R3 Manmeet Alix 

R4 Emily Tasi 

R5 Kohu Emily 

R6 Sukhman Isabelle 

R7 Daranay Moko-Iti 

R8 Lily Alex 

R9 Alexis Sonja 

R10 Joban Damien 

R11 Haali Eli 

R12 Korah Aania 

R15 Aurora Preston 

R17 Holly Vieve 

R21 Tabitha Alex 

R22 Nathan Jasmine 

R23 Blake Tyreece 

R24 Macabe Elly 

R25 Adella Chini 

R26 Devam Aariya 

Jnr Hub Arlen Kendyl 

Kanuka Varsha Kiniasi 

Manuka Aria Regan 

 

TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR 
Certificates this term  

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2020  

Term 1—Monday 3 Feb to Thursday 9 April 

Term 2—Tuesday 28 April to Friday 3 July 

Term 3—Monday 20 July to Friday 25 Sept 

Term 4—Monday 12 Oct to Tues 15 Dec  


