
 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Tasman Drive 

Papakura 2113 

Phone (09) 298 5410 

 

office@opaheke.school.nz 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

 

Please ensure your child is here every school day. 
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness, serious 
injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi, special  
permission from the Principal. 

CONTACT US 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES 

Issue 3 2020 

Wednesday 18 March  2020 

Yesterday I sent out a letter to all families via 

email and facebook. If you didn’t get this letter 

you can view this on the school website: 

https://www.opaheke.school.nz/2020/03/c

ovid-19-update-16-march-2020/  

I will continue to send out updates to you when 

we receive these from the Ministry of Education. 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Teacher Only Days were negotiated as 
part of the teachers and principals 
settlement last year. This year there are 3 
days. The first was this term on 7 February. 
The Board of Trustees have agreed that 
the next day will be Friday 29 May. With 
Monday 1 June being Queens Birthday 
some families may like to take the 
opportunity to take the extra day for the 
long weekend. 

School will be closed for instruction on  

 

TEACHER ONLY DAY TERM 2 

 

SKOOL LOOP is the fastest way to 

hear about cancellations like the 

Y7/8 Sports Day yesterday. With 

restrictions imposed through 

corona virus cancellations may 

grow in number. 

FRIDAY 29 MAY 

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 

2020 

Congatulation to these 
students for being selected as 

School Councillors this year 

Eshan Rm 1, Ashton Rm 1, 
Nathaniel Rm 1, Aden Rm 2, 

Lara Rm 3, Ruby Rm 1, Ilah 

Manuka, Harleen Rm 1, Alyssa 
Rm 3, Zoe Rm 1, Myiesha Rm 

2 

ADVANCED NOTICE. THE TERM 1 

MAORI HUI IS ON  

TUESDAY 31 MARCH 
In the staffroom 

https://www.opaheke.school.nz/2020/03/covid-19-update-16-march-2020/
https://www.opaheke.school.nz/2020/03/covid-19-update-16-march-2020/
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                                                     ESOL Support Programmes 

The school has an increasing number of students who come from diverse groups where languages other 

than English are spoken in the home and in the communities they mix in. Additional funding from the 

Ministry of Education can be accessed if these students meet eligibility criteria.  Small group literacy 

support programmes are set up for these students where they have further opportunities to practise 

authentic use of English, with a particular focus on students using academic language. 

We are fortunate to have three very experienced Learning Support Teachers who work with our ESOL 

students. They are Mrs Margaret Grant, Mrs Karen Cunningham and Mrs Lisette Young. 

English can be very confusing– take these 

examples:  

1 goose, 2 geese, so 1 moose, 2 meese? 

How can a slim chance and a fat chance 

be the same? Try explaining... 

                              

Opaheke School—Our Learner Dispositions 

 

Everyday Learning at Opaheke School 

INNOVATOR is one of our learner dispositions 

but what do we mean by ‘Innovator’. This is what 

we think:  

As an Opaheke INNOVATOR I am motivated to 

explore, experiment and explain original ideas. 

Why be an innovator? 

• We are preparing students for their future, 

much of which hasn’t even evolved yet. 

• Investigating, exploring, asking questions and 

problem solving are skills required in an ever 

changing world. 

• Identifying ‘what if’, ‘maybe’ and ‘try this’ 

possibilities to generate new ideas and 

original outcomes is needed in a fast 
changing world where there are no easy 

answers to future problems. 

• Using a range of tools to create new ideas 

and products is engaging. 

• Student led innovation, entrepreneurship, 

and authentic problem solving in school and 

local community is motivating 

• Being adaptable, flexible and creative in the 

ideas we have and the things that we do 

leads to success. 

On the right are some of 

the things we do at 

Opaheke School to 

develop and encourage 
the students (and 

teachers) to be innovators.  

We: 

-allow for student choice 

and student partnership 

in learning. (We call it  
student agency.) 
 

-celebrate risk-taking,  

failing and growth mind-

sets 
 

-engage in collaboration 

and sharing ideas. 
 

-think creatively and  

critically and then we 

think about the learning 
and the thinking that led 

to outcomes. (We call this 

metacognition.) 
 

-encourage questions and 

opportunities to find  

answers and ideas 
 

-use technology to our 

advantage 
 

-experiment with ideas, 
test them, change them, 

re-test them and turn 

them into reality. (We call 

this part of our Maker 

Mindset.)  
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Sports Update 

Y7/8 Summer Sports  
The Maungawhau syndicate took the 
opportunity yesterday to participate in a 
fun school tournament 
Playing the sports they had be training for 
this term against their peers. 

Bike Wise  
The year 7s participated in the Bike Ready cycle skills grade 1 training 
programme last week.  
Grade 1 trainees develop balance and bike control skills for: 

·       starting/stopping and steering 
·       riding with one hand to signal 
·       looking all around (including behind). 

They begin to build their knowledge of: 
·       what makes a safe bike and helmet 
·       the legal requirements for cycling on-road 
·       bike control skills and observation techniques. 

Students had a lot of success and learnt valuable skills on how to be safe 
on their bikes. 

 

 

Y5/6 Summer Sports Field Day 
On Tuesday 10

th
 March the Year 5 and 6 Rangitoto team attended the  

annual Summer Sports Day. We entered multiple teams into the three  
events including Modified Softball, Touch and Cricket.  

The students have worked hard for the past 6 weeks, training for their sport during 
our Team Sports sessions every Wednesday afternoon. Each student selected their 
sport of choice and were taught skills, rules and strategies for the game, in 
preparation for the field day.   

A comment that we always receive about our Opaheke School teams is their manners, 
behaviour and sportsmanship is something to value. We are very proud of all our 
participants and are looking forward to the next sports events.   
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Our New Staff 

Welcome to Cherie Boucher-Cunningham  

I am the Maungarei Team Leader and Room 23 Class 
Teacher. I have been teaching for 6 years, before coming to 
Opaheke I was teaching at Strathallan. 
What I enjoy most about my work is finding fun ways to share 
learning opportunities as well as helping students to grow and 
discover new talents and interests.   
I am a keen sportsperson who recently retired from premier 
level football where I was lucky enough to have the 
opportunity to make the NZ University team as the 
goalkeeper.  I now focus my sporting abilities into playing 
tennis.  When I am not playing sports I enjoy gardening and 
going to the beach. I can also speak Spanish, Hola. 

 Welcome to our Learning Support Team - 
Margaret Grant  

I am a learning support teacher for our students who 
are learning English as their second language. I also 

work in the school office helping out during busy 

times.  

I love to see all children flourish and enjoy learning. 

I enjoy keeping fit and do a lot of walking around the 
local area.  I'm also very involved with my 3 

grandchildren.   

Minecraft Club continues to be a 

very popular activity for our Year 

3 - 8 students. It so popular we 

now have two Minecraft spaces 
operating.  Last week we had 

more than 70 students come 

along. At Minecraft club we 

collaborate to build and create. 

It’s a great way to practise being good 

digital citizens. We learn about respectful 

interactions in online spaces and make 

sure we are active participants, 
contributing to group goals. Sometimes 

we work with a partner or in a small group 

on the same project. Some of us even 

work with our brothers and sisters on our 

projects at home.  

Minecraft Club 
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Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Well done to all our students who received awards this week.  

Our term one focus is Teamwork.        

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to the students who have attained their gold award 

certificates over the past two weeks.  

So much hard work! 

Term 1 Week 6 

Term 1 Week 7 

BOT Notices 

PTA News 

Junior Classes—Year 1 & 2 send books home with 

children most nights, to read with parents as part of 
the class reading programme. 

If books are not returned the next day they are not 

available for other children to read. 
 

These readers cost around $9 each and at present 

we have many that have not been returned.  
Parents, please check your homes to make sure you 

do not have any books that you need to send back 

to school.  Thank you. 

Notices went home last week advising of the 
changes to Religious Instruction at our 
school.   

This will now be an opt in system effective 
Term 2, 2020 rather than the current opt out 
system.  

Please ensure if you wish for your child to 
receive religious instruction at school you 
advise us in writing asap so your child does 
not miss out once this comes into effect at 
the beginning of term 2. 

A copy of the notice can be found on Skool 
Loop or on our website under; For Parents/
General Information/Bible in School/RI Letter 
to the community signed March 2020. 

Our Whãnau Support Hui was postponed, the 

new date is Monday 23 March (full Hui is on 

Tues 31 March) from 6-7pm in the Staffroom. 

All Whãnau are welcome.  Tea, coffee and 
biscuits are provided. 

The topics for discussion are as follows: 
*Waharoa working group 

*Papakura Marae visit 2020 

*Breakfast Club Initiative  

Easter Raffle  

The Easter Raffle is here. Raffle books have been sent 

home and we are asking each family to sell at least one 

book of 10 $1 tickets.  This is a great fundraiser for the 

PTA and will allow us to contribute to many upcoming 

projects in the school.   

Thanks to all families who have sent along an Easter egg 

donation, however we still need one from each family to 

make our raffle successful. The more eggs we get the 

more prizes we can offer. 

The top 10 ticket sellers in the school 

will win an Easter hamper for 

themselves! 

Whãnau Support Hui 

JUNIOR READERS 
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Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  

YEAR 8 CAMP ADAIR 
 

A few weeks ago, all of Year 8 went to Camp Adair. I had an  
awesome and challenging experience, some of the activities I 
would've never tried outside of school.  
A few of the activities that I successfully completed were, the 
super fox, raft building, the confidence course, the centipede, 
archery, air riffles and the cargo net. 
The activity that I found challenging was 'the killer hike'. I 
found this activity the most challenging because it isn't an 
everyday thing for me to go on a six hour hike to Hunua Falls.  
Overall, it was a great experience and I'll never forget it. 
 
By Harleen K. 
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ROOM 2—YEAR 7 

In week 5 Room 2 participated in a week of education outside the classroom, or EOTC week for short. The 

students had an amazing week filled with fun and activities for building their teamwork and collaboration 

skills. We kicked of the week with a trip to the Stardome Observatory and a climb up one tree hill. At the 

Stardome we learned about outer space, rockets and constellations like the Matariki stars. Following the 

trip to Stardome was a Dance experience with Fit Hop. Confidence was shaky at the start of the day but 

soon enough everyone was involved and having fun. Next up was rock climbing where our students dis-

played some real challenge taking skills to scale the heights of the of the imposing walls. Finally our 

Opaheke students showed their innovating skills with the fantastic activities challenging our students 

physically and mentally. Room 2 had a chance to reflect on EOTC week and describe how they were chal-

lenged and how much fun they had. 

 

On Thursday 17
th

, we went to Extreme Edge rock climbing 

for the EOTC field trip number 2. Sometimes we had to 

push ourselves and face our huge fear of heights. The 

thing I enjoyed the most was the climbing, even though I 

had shaking legs I made it to the top of most walls. The 

disposition I used was Challenge- Taker because I am 

afraid of heights and the walls where HUGE! 

Mikayla 

 

On Tuesday 25th February, I went 

to Stardome Observatory, at Stardome we learned about 

the Universe and how long it takes to get to the other 

planets. Once we finished that we went to answer some 

questions about stars and space, so we spilt into our 

teams and went to find the answers. After all of that we 

finally went to planetarium and looked at all of the stars 

but there were on a big screen. Something I would like to 

learn more about is if there are actually more living things 

in the Universe.  

Jasmine 

 

On Wednesday we had dance the entire day, from fit hop, 

we first started by creating a repetitive dance move, our 

group did the macarena, then three different groups had 

to join ours and we had to combine our dance moves for a 

routine, when that was finished we went out on the court-

yard to do some dance/cardio.  

Karman 

 

Today we did something at school... Again but don't wor-

ry, this isn't bad. In fact, today was AMAZING! After Morn-

ing Tea we had another activity, which was my favorite 

one. ARCHERY! I love Archery, I just wish I was good at it 

though.  

Aden 
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    Opaheke School Newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

18 Mar Y5/6 NC Swimming Sports 

19 Mar Last day for scholastic book orders 

23 Mar Whanua Support Hui 6pm 

25 Mar Orienteering Practice Day 

25 Mar PTA Meeting 7pm 

31 Mar Term 1 Hui 6pm 

1 Apr Y7/8 NZ Football Tournament 

1 Apr BOT Meeting 6.30pm 

2 Apr 3 Way Conference (due Y1/2 students only) 

3 Apr Easter Raffle Tickets due back 

6 Apr Easer Raffle Drawn at Assembly 

 9 March 16 March 

R1 Nathan Eshan 

R2 Benny Darnell 

R3 Stephanie Johvaan 

R4 Pipiana Rueben 

R5 Noah Dasha 

R6 Louise  

R7 Colby Amelia 

R8 Olivia  

R9 Lincoln Eden 

R10 Jazzleen Amelia 

R11 Macy Mackenzie 

R12 AJ Aania 

R15 Manumi Annie 

R17 Cayden Liam 

R21 Avah CJ 

R22 Robbie Anthony 

R23 Hibah Houston 

R24 Huia Cooper 

R25 Ike Mickey 

R26 Blayke Winnie 

Jnr Hub Ben Brooklyn 

Kanuka Tim Eva 

Manuka Tana Zoe 

 

TEAMWORK is our focus for STAR 
Certificates this term  

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2020  

Term 1—Monday 3 Feb to Thursday 9 April 

Term 2—Tuesday 28 April to Friday 3 July 

Term 3—Monday 20 July to Friday 25 Sept 

Term 4—Monday 12 Oct to Tues 15 Dec  

CHANGE OF 

CONTACT DETAILS 
OR CAREGIVERS 

If we have a situation at 
school where we need to 
contact you urgently, we 
need your correct details. 

If you think you may have 
changed contact details 
recently or since enrolling 
your children, such as, 
phone numbers, 
addresses, emails etc 
please let us know. 

If caregivers who are 
allowed to pick your 
children up from school 
have changed we also 
need to update these 
records. Please let us know 
asap if your details need to 
be updated.  


