
13 May 2020 

 

Kia ora koutou,  

 

I would like to let you know how happy I was that the Prime Minister announced on Monday that as a 

country we would be moving to Level 2 as it means that we can reopen the school next week and we get to 

see all the children’s smiling faces. I am sure the children are just as eager to get back to school so that they 

can see, in the flesh, their teacher and classmates. 

 

I am cognisant of everything we have gone through over the last 8 weeks and we certainly don’t want to 

revert back to level 3 or 4. We have been working with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education 

to formulate the measures we will be taking for the staff and your children to be safe while they are at 

school. 

 

I would like to start by reassuring you that Opaheke School will be a healthy place for your children to 

return to on Monday 18 May. Level 2 is all about being safe and sensible and this is the approach that 

guides us through the measures we are taking.  

 

Arrival to School 

• All gates will be open from 7.45am including the back gate 

• We are encouraging parents to drop their children at the gate to minimise parent contact with other 

children and staff 

• We understand there will be some parents who wish to take their child to the classroom, particularly 

new students to the school and anxious children 

• Parents who enter through any of the three gates will need to write their name, child’s name, room 

they will be visiting and time of entry in the register. There will be a register at all three gates 

• You will not need to sign out but we ask that you leave the school grounds before the gates are 

closed at 8.30am 

• On the first day students will go straight to classrooms. After the first day students will line up on 

the courts (Year 3-8) or on the dragon (New Entrants – Year 2) 

• Students (and any visitors) will hand sanitise on entry through the school gates 

• Parents and caregivers need to maintain a physical distance of 2 metres when on school grounds 

• Parents and students who are with parents, will need to queue 2 metres apart 

 

Our Procedures  

• Ensure students maintain enough distance so they are not breathing on or touching each other  

• Encourage students not to touch their hands to their face  

• Hand sanitise on every entry back into classrooms/withdrawal rooms   

• Regular cleaning of commonly touched surfaces with disinfectant. Resources for cleaning are in the 

classrooms 

• Follow good hygiene practices: washing hands before eating, washing before entering the 

classroom, after touching face, toileting etc 

• No shared food or drinks 



• Water fountains will not be available to use.  We encourage students to use personal water bottles 

which can be refilled in their classroom 

• We will not be holding school or team gatherings (e.g. team assemblies)  

• School lunches will resume on Tuesday 19th May  

• Clubs operate at lunchtimes. Numbers will be strictly limited, and a register will be kept of 

attendance  

• Playgrounds and library spaces will be open. Children will have access to playing fields and sports 

equipment  

• Technology and Languages will resume on the first day for our Year 7 and 8 students. Our 

technology provider, Rosehill Intermediate have implemented their own health and safety plan  

• In the interim, our Board of Trustees have agreed to fund an additional bus run for each year group 

to space out students on the technology bus 

 

Bus Transport to and from school  

Our bus providers have their own cleaning and spacing measures that they will be implementing. A daily 

register of students travelling on the bus will be kept.  

 

Teaching and Learning   

At Alert Level 2 we are excited that normal teaching and learning will resume for all students. There will be a 

period of transition where the teachers will support the students back into our busy school lives. Teachers 

will be focussing on re-establishing relationships and student well-being. Children who are required to stay 

at home due to health concerns are encouraged to contact the office. If your child is not coming to school 

on Monday for any reason, please phone or email the office.   

 

Illness  

Under Alert Level 2, we have been advised that any students and staff must stay at home if they are sick, 

and we will send anyone home immediately if they show any symptoms of ill health, such as a cough or 

runny nose. We know we tend to carry on through sickness such as the common cold but at Alert Level 2 

we need to be strict with both students and staff. Your support with this will be much appreciated. We must 

stay home if sick. If we are connected to a confirmed or probable Covid-19 case, we must close for 72 hours. 

This time will allow for contact tracing and cleaning to take place. We could then remain closed for an 

additional 14 days. 

 

Preparing your child for return 

For most students returning to school is exciting. They are looking forward to seeing their friends and 

teachers. For some we know they may feel worried or anxious. Please reassure your child that school is a 

safe place and continue to encourage open communication. Attached are some helpful tips for students 

returning to school.  

 

We are so excited to be returning to school! If you have any further questions or queries, please do not 

hesitate to contact us.  

 

Ngā mihi  

 

 

Sean Valvoi, Principal 



 

 


