
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Finally the students and staff are back at school. It was great to see the students smiling faces on Monday 

morning and it’s amazing how quickly students and staff are getting back into the swing of things. There are a 

few small differences with students doing a lot more washing and sanitizing of their hand, using chairs during 

mat time in some classes and having two separate staff rooms.  

I have been so impressed by the way parents have prepared their children to return to school. Most parents 

have been very respectful and fare welling and meeting their children outside the gates. I understand that our 

smaller and newer children still need a helping hand to class and those parents and caregivers have been 

signing in. 

The office is still open and available at any time between 8am and 2.45pm if you have an enquiry or need to 

make an appointment to see the teacher, team leader or senior leader. We are only too happy to help. 

For now, we are not holding school or team assemblies and interschool sports have been cancelled for this 

term. Fortunately, we have been able to resume technology and languages from those specialist teachers for 

Year 7 and 8. 

On Monday we had 79% attendance, Tuesday 81% and today 80%. We are encouraging all students to return to 

school but completely understand that some are unable to due to health reasons or not feeling comfortable to 

at this point of time. Regardless of the reason, please contact the office to let us know. Thanks to those who 

have already done so, as this saves the office a lot of time. 

We are making the most of the lovely weather but the rain and cold is expected next week. Please keep your 

children home if they start getting sniffly as we cannot have any unwell students at school. 

This is the last of the weekly newsletters. Our larger fortnightly newsletter will resume in Week 8 on Wednesday 

3 June.  

Nga Mihi 

Sean Valvoi 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: As detailed in the email sent out last week, the Teacher Only Day scheduled for 29 May is now Friday 3 July. 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES  

OUR STAFF  

Our staff managed to kept themselves busy during the lockdown period, in addition to online learning, we found time 

to exercise, bake, craft, read, garden and declutter.  

 

 

Mrs Smit’s Baking  Mrs Pryor paints  
Mrs Windleborn’s socially distant exercise group.  



 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     We have been amazed at all the rich learning that has occurred during 

                                                                                     the lockdown and we are enjoying hearing the children’s stories. 

                                                                                     Many life skills have been enhanced especially in self management, 

                                                                                     digitally and as an innovator or challenge taker. Well done, to you all. 

                                                                                

 

In order to keep improving, we asked students for their feedback about the online learning that they have participated in 

over the last few weeks. The responses were extremely positive and encouraging. It shows that our students are adaptive 

challenge takers. Here are just a few comments from the students. 

   

How students think we can improve online learning:   

➢ There is nothing you can do to improve. (27%)  

➢ More talk with the teacher and classmates using video 

chat features (15%))  

➢ Give a broader range of work (eg art, science, 

origami, and the other things we learn in class/ more 

fun work) (7.5%)  

We also want to acknowledge the ‘offline’ learning.  There have 

been wonderful examples of rich, authentic learning experiences 

happening each week. Well done for being creative and trying new 

things.  

 

 

Things students like about online learning:   

✓ Flexibility in time ie, start / finish / order / 

and place eg bedroom, garden etc (19%)  

✓ Time spent with family learning / family support 

(14%)  

✓ The work (13%)  

✓ Feeling comfortable and no distractions (8%)   

✓ It is fun (6%)  

✓ Take breaks when I need / when I want (5%)  

 

LEARNING AT HOME  

LEARNING AT HOME  

CONTACT US 
Website: 

www.opaheke.school.nz 

Email: 

enquiries@opaheke.school.nz 

Learning From Home: 

https://opaheke.sharepoint.com/sites/LearningatHome 

   

In the past two weeks some of our students returned to school and were 

in a school bubble.  

Here are two junior students, Layla -Mae R15 and Evan R9 proudly 

displaying their completed work. 

            

https://opaheke.sharepoint.com/sites/LearningatHome

