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MURALS BLESSED  

The Rosehill Pathways Kāhui Ako is the group of 13 schools who mainly feed 

into Rosehill College. For Opaheke School students and their families it is 

about improving the pathway for students from Year 8 in the intermediate 

section of Opaheke School to Year 9 at Rosehill College. Research has shown 

that students experience a drop in achievement when moving schools. The less 

transitions the better and it is ensuring our year 8 students who, year after 

year, have the highest level of progress and achievement can maintain this in 

Year 9. 

The Kāhui Ako enables schools to work together to improve the achievement 

of all students in the areas which show the greatest need. These areas are 

detailed in Achievement Challenges. 

After 18 months of work by the Leadership Team, I am pleased to announce 

that the Ministry of Education has finally endorsed the Rosehill Pathway Kāhui 

Ako Achievement Challenges. We now begin the process of appointing 

teachers to areas of responsibility within the Kāhui Ako. These teachers will 

continue to maintain a teaching component. Details of how whānau will be 

involved in this along with further details will be in newsletters in Term 1 next 

year. 

The school councillors sold 
over 400 ice creams last 
Wednesday. 

COUNCILLORS LICKED IT! 

The four house murals Tumatauenga, Tangaroa, 

Ruaumoko and Tane mahuta were blessed last 

Friday kaumātua from Papakura Marae. Many 

people and students were involved including the 

Kapa Haka group, Darnell who did a fantastic 

challenge and Rayden who did a great mihi. 
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Sports Update  

Year 5 & 6 North Counties Athletics 
A selected group of year 5&6 students represented 
Opaheke School at the North Counties event on 10 
November at Massey Park, Papakura. 

The students participated in 100m, 200m, long jump, 
high jump, discus and shotput.  

The students dodged raindrops 
and had a fun day. Thank you to 
Rachel Mackereth and the parent 
helpers for helping to make this 
day run smoothly. 

Ki-o-Rahi 

On Tuesday 17
 
November the Year 7 and 8’s 

participated in their first ever Ki o Rahi tournament. 
Throughout the day their Collaboration, Challenge 
Taker and Thinker dispositions were used as they 
displayed teamwork, challenged themselves and 
observed the different strategies other teams used 
to be successful. Thank you to all the parent helpers 
that supported us. I hope your day was as enjoyable 
as ours.   

Counties Zone Touch 
On the 4th November 
Opaheke School sent 3 
teams, 1 boys, 1 girls and 1 
mixed, to compete in the 
Counties Zone Touch 
Tournament at Bruce Pulman 
Park. 

It was a very competitive 
event. Our teams played with 
heart.  Well done to the 
students for their 
perseverance and 
sportsmanship. 

A huge thanks to the parents 
who helped with transport 
and supervision. Special 
thanks to Kelly for referring 
half of our games. 

Year 7 & 8 Counties Zone 
Athletics 
On Tuesday 17 November a small team of 
Opaheke students represented North 
Counties at the Counties Zone Athletics 
day. The event was held at Massey Park. 
Well done to the students who 
participated with heart in their 
events. Eloise placed 2nd in her 100m and 
3rd in her 200m heats making it to the 
finals for both events. Our high jump star 
Leah cleared 1m40 on the day.  



 

  

THINKER INNOVATOR COLLABORATOR CHALLENGE TAKER SELF REGULATOR 

Celebrating! 

STAR Award Recipients  

Our term four focus is Striving for Excellence.        

Well done to all our students who received awards over the 

last two weeks.   

Great work team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Raffle  
Raffle books were sent home with the eldest and 

only on Monday 16th, if you can please sell these 

and return the money and ticket stubs back to the 
office by Monday 7th December that would be 

greatly appreciated.  Any unsold tickets also need to 

be returned to the office for tracking purposes 
please. 

PTA Notices 

Term 4 Week 6 

Gold Award Mathletes  

Congratulations to these students who have attained their gold award 

certificates for Mathletics over the last two weeks.  It takes 20 weeks of 

consistent effort to achieve one of these awards. 

So much hard work! 

Term 4 Week 5 

BOT Notices 
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Everyday Learning 

A few weeks back, Room 22 and the school councillors were invited by 
Auckland Council Sustainable Schools advisor, Christine Kean and Tom 
Vincent from Wildlands, to continue the riparian planting along the 
stream at Greenhaven Reserve. We planted 170 new native plants in 
total. For a lot of students this was the first time planting a tree. We all 
learnt something new, especially checking if the plant had 'pukeko 
strength'.  A big thank you to the parents who helped out. 

     

                                                                                       

‘Striving for Excellence’ is the our star value 

in Term 4.  

We are sending out congratulations to the 

Otago Maths Team for their outstanding 

efforts in the Otago Maths Competition. 

The competition includes some very 
challenging mathematical questions that 

require logical thinking.   

Ka pai on your efforts, Ashton, Madelline, 

Ilah, Nellie-Mae, Prun. 

Congratulations on your MERIT awards to 

Eshan, Nathaniel, Harshaan, Junjun and 

Mathilde. 

Congratulations on your awards of 

EXCELLENCE to Mokham, Harleen,  and 

Ryland.  

 

National Young Leaders Day 2020: ‘Kia Kaha. Kia Maia. Kia Manawanui. Be Strong. 

Be Brave. Be Steadfast.’   

Last Thursday the school councillors attended the National Young Leaders Day. The councillors heard from 

some amazingly courageous people, who have overcome challenges or who have demonstrated 
compassion and care for those around them in difficult circumstances. Okirano Tilaia (pictured) was one of 

the presenters who inspired our students during the day. He demonstrated that no matter who you are, you 

can make a difference, and you can unite a community when facing adversity. Over this year all of our 

students and whānau have shown that we as a community can stand strong. Together we have learned to 

operate in different ways and support each other both in our learning and in our care for one another.   

For those students considering leadership roles for next year, think about what being a STRONG LEADER 

means to you. What does being a BRAVE LEADER look like?  How will you remain STEADFAST as a leader 

when things get hard?   
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Our Staff 

I have worked at Opaheke School since 2001.  I thoroughly enjoy my position as caretaker and strive 

to  maintain a safe and aesthetically pleasing environment for all of the staff and children to enjoy.  I am 

responsible for operating the heating for the school to keep everyone comfortable during the cold 

months of winter and the heating of the swimming pool to ensure an enjoyable experience for the 

children during the hot months of summer. I do a lot of problem solving in my job as there is always 

something that needs to be repaired, upgraded 

or replaced. 

 

I have been married to my wife Robyn for 34 

years and together we raised our two daughters 

who are now 25 and 22 . Both girls attended 

Opaheke School for their primary and 

intermediate school years.  We have lived in the 

Opaheke area of Papakura for 23 years and in 

our spare time enjoy exploring many of the 

amazing regional parks in and around our area 

with our dog Brodie. 

Garden Club students replanted the garden 
boxes in the Maungakiekie area with new 

flower plants. 

Lunch Time Garden Club 

Update on our kitset garden – garden 
club students have been busy planting. 
There is silver beet, spring onions, parsley, 
thyme, and basil thriving. Last week we 
planted more of our little gardens into 
our garden.  

Students from rooms 21, 22, 23 and 3 
have been planting and caring for a 
section in our school vegetable garden. 
They have planted several vegetable 
plants. We are looking forward to seeing 
what flourishes. 

This term, we received several 
native trees from the Paper for 
Trees initiative. This initiative 
offers free native trees and 
plants to schools and 
businesses, based on the 
number of times their paper 
bins have been emptied each 
year.  

The Maungarei students have 
been busy beautifying their 
area, by planting native grasses 
and putting wood chip into the 
gardens. Our next project/s are 
planting harakeke, kowhai and 
manuka around the school.  

Opaheke School has had a lunch time garden club for several years. Students opt into 
attending these lunch time sessions.  
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Jacob H - John Family Cup, Head Boy Lily H - Robinson Family Cup  

Immigration Inquiry  

As part of our inquiry in Term Three, we acknowledged 
that there are pros and cons for immigrants adapting 
to life in New Zealand. We were asked to create 
something that would help them assimilate to life in 
New Zealand. Through careful brainstorming and 
planning we chose to focus our attention on the 
'Language Barrier' as the challenge we wanted to 
address.  
 
To gather information we created surveys, watched videos and interviewed our 
classmates. We came up with a range of products including a Minecraft museum of 
immigration stories, various posters, a community group space and a translator 
made from Scratch! We would love for you to check out the resources we created at 
our website on the Room 3 Sharepoint.  Ask your child to show you at home. 

Aute Art 
The latest school journal brought to our attention the artwork of indigenous artist Nikau Hindin. Hindin is reviving a 
long-lost Maori artwork called aute. Like the Samoan siapo and Tongan ngatu, ‘Aute’ is the Maori name for bark 
cloth or tapa.  
We read about and watched videos of Hindin using hand-made tools to craft her artwork, sharing the history of  
aute and the significance of reviving this artwork to sustain her heritage.  
Along with traditional taniko and tukutuku patterns, natural coloured pigments and using brown card to create a 
similar texture and feel to the bark, each of us are drawing something that draws on our own family traditions and 
heritage.  
We are still working on our individual pieces but we plan to create one big aute cloth that connects all of our  
heritage together. If you are interested, you can check out Nikau Hindin’s original art on her Instagram handle:  
Nikaugabrielle. 

What is so special about wetlands? 

Wetlands act like the kidneys of the earth, cleaning the water that flows into them. 

It is information like this that Room Three students are learning in the current inquiry unit. It won’t be long before 
every one of them can give an explanation to a big question like: ‘how does the water cycle work?’, ‘why are wetlands 
important?’ or ‘how do wetlands filter water?’ 

 

A few weeks ago, Room Three tried their best to filter some terribly polluted water. They chose different filter 
materials to take out the sediment and even the smell. 

The experiment was fun, but sure left us with plenty more questions to answer! 

Room 3—Year 8 
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What has Room 8 been doing? 

  

At each group of tables there is a police 
officer which they give out money to people 
on the table who are working hard. With 
that money that they have been given they 
will take it to the bankers. The bankers will 
put all the money onto a house sheet and 
that will go towards the house points. We 
will give a prize for the person who has 
made the most money at the end of the 
term.  

Banqer is a website that helps 
with learning how we can make 
money work for us. We learn 
about how to save and spend our 
money more wisely. Hopefully, 
this will help us to make 
wiser decisions in the future.  
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    Opaheke School Newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES 

PAID ADVERTISING 

19 Nov  Tech Catch Up Y7/8 
24 Nov School Councillors Trip 
24 Nov Y6 Camp meeting for Parents 6pm 
25 Nov BOT Thank you to Parents 6pm 
27 Nov PTA Disco 
1 Dec  BOT Meeting 6.30pm 
2-4 Dec Y6 Camp 
7 Dec  Y5-8 Semester Awards 
8 Dec   Peer Mediator Sausage Sizzle and Swim 
9 Dec  Certificate Assembly 
10 Dec  Y5-8 Prizegiving 7pm 
11 Dec  Student Librarian Celebration 
14 Dec  Last Day for Year 8 Students 
14 Dec  Y8 Graduation 6pm 
15 Dec  LAST DAY OF TERM 12:00 FINISH 

 9 Nov 16 Nov 

R1 Ruby Abyan 

R2 Jasmine Lyra 

R3 Jasmine Sumit 

R4 Preeyah Kaden 

R5 Sione Neil 

R6 Ryan Jahziah 

R7  Aaron 

R8 Alex Aorere 

R9 Neville Kylemore 

R10 Freya Hasrat 

R11 Evangeline James 

R12 Lydia Bailey 

R15 Imogen Ariana 

R16  Pranaya 

R17 Nellie-Mae Cooper 

R21 Xander Curtis 

R22 Connor Lukiah 

R23  Elisha 

R24  Katya 

R25 Kyle Olivia 

R26 Devam Ava 

Jnr Hub Aiden Sehaj 

Kanuka Dylan Brayden 

Manuka Mahara Mohkam 

 

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE 

is our focus for  

STAR Certificates this term  

 ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES 

TERM DATES FOR 2020  

Term 4—Monday 12 Oct to Tues 15 Dec  

TERM DATES FOR 2021  

Term 1—Tuesday 2 Feb to Friday 16 April 

Term 2—Monday 3 May to Friday 9 July 

Term 3—Monday 26 July to Friday 1 Oct 

Term 3—Monday 18 Oct to  Tues 14 Dec 

As some of our children move on to 
High Schools at the end of the year, 

we would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our group of parents on our 

Crossing and Lunch Rosters.  
 

Thank you Parent Helpers 

WELCOME TO SCHOOL 

Alex R26, Reihana R24 and 

Heretaniwha R15. 


