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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGES
WELCOME BACK ...AGAIN!

CAMP AND EOTC SUCCESSES

I am always amazed by the resilience of
children and their ability to bounce back from
adverse situations. Every time we move from
Alert Level 3 to Alert Level 2 the students
seem to move back into the routine of school
relatively faster. They are calm and eager to
continue their learning.

Year 8 students went out to Camp Adair from Tuesday 23 February
to Friday 26 February. They were very lucky not only with the fact it
was down to Alert Level 1 but also the weather was not too hot and
stayed dry.

We were extremely lucky to have most of
week 4 at level 1. We were able to have Year 8
camp and Year 7 EOTC relatively restriction
free.
Once again we had to cancel Family Fun
Night which we had scheduled for Thursday
last week and we had to cancel or postpone a
number of sports events last week and this
week.
It is best to be optimistic so we have
scheduled a number of events which we hope
will take place over the coming days and
weeks starting with the first PTA meeting of
the year tonight at 7pm in the hall distanced. I hope to see you there. All are
welcome and it would be nice to see some of
our new parents.

The students participated in a range of activities, a number of which
were quite challenging and high. I went out on Wednesday
morning and participated with the students on the cargo net climb.
Try as I might I could not beat them to the top—however I was
pleased to reach the top.
Thanks to the teachers for organising a great camp, the parents for
transporting and assisting on camp and the students for giving it
their best shot and being so well behaved.
Some of the activities planned for Year 7 EOTC week could not go
ahead under alert level 2, so they were very thankful for the drop to
Level 1 on Monday night. They participated in rock climbing, water
activities at Vector Wero Water Park, stargazing at Stardome and
team building challenges run by Youthtown at school. Once again
thanks to the teachers for organising a fantastic week and those
parents who helped out each day.
EOTC

Camp

Remember that if you have any concerns or
issues please make contact with the class
teacher or contact the school office and they
will direct your query or concern to the
appropriate staff member.

MEET AND GREET
It was disappointing to cancel Family
Fun Night this year - the first time
since I started at the school.
Teachers would still love the opportunity to meet you.
We are inviting parents along to the hall next
Thursday 18 March. All the teachers will be in the hall
to greet you between 5.30pm and 6.30pm and during
that time your child can show you their class and
some of the work on the walls.
Coffee, tea and biscuits will be provided.
See you there!

CONTACT US

SELF REGULATOR

Tasman Drive
Papakura 2113
Phone (09) 298 5410

THINKER

office@opaheke.school.nz
www.opaheke.school.nz

INNOVATOR

Please ensure your child is here every school day.
The only valid reasons for your child to be absent are: sickness,
serious injury or health related appointment, bereavement/tangi,
special permission from the Principal.
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Opaheke School Enrichment Programmes 2021
Students in Enrichment programmes are a mixture of identified gifted and talented
students and students who have been nominated by their teachers. There are set criteria for the skills
and knowledge required for each group and students are selected who meet the criteria. Groups run at
various times of the year and for various lengths of time. Below is an outline of the groups identified
for 2021:
Year 7/8 Writing Enrichment - This group will meet
every Tuesday from 9a.m. – 10a.m. with Miss Horley in the
Maker Space. The focus for 2021 is on communicating
information through a range of styles and genre. Compulsory
components of the programme include participating in the ICAS
writing assessment.
Year 7/8 Maths Enrichment - This group will meet every Tuesday from
11a.m. – 12p.m. with Mrs van der Klip in the Maker Space. Problem
solving skills and diverse mathematical thinking is a requirement for this
group. Students participate in events such as Otago Maths Challenge,
MCYA Challenge and Mathex events where they represent the school.
Year 6-8 E-Pro8 Group - This group will meet every week with
Mrs Cuthbert in Room 17. The EPro8 Challenge is an engineering and
problem-solving race experience that ends with an inter-school competition
in July. Students work together to build structures, apply scientific and
mathematical knowledge to practical problems, as well as engineer simple
circuits and machines.
Years 3-8 Robotics Group - This group will meet every
Wednesday afternoon from 1p.m. - 2.20 p.m. with Mrs Young
in the Makerspace. The students will learn how
to programme a Lego Mindstorm EV3
robot to operate independently of the student, according to
the code the student has created.
Years 5-8 Kapa Haka Group - This group will meet every Thursday lunchtime with
Mr Oxenham and Mrs Laing in the hall. Students in this group have a commitment
to kapa haka, strive to develop their understanding of tikanga around kapa haka
and begin to develop leadership capabilities.
Year 5-8 Science Enrichment - This group will meet
every Tuesday afternoon with Mrs Chatterton in the Makerspace/Arts
Room. This group is an opportunity for Year 7 & 8 students in Term One
and Two and Year 5 & 6 students in Term Three and Four to deepen their
understanding of scientific concepts through interesting, hands-on
experiments.
We will keep you informed of more enrichment opportunities as they arise throughout the year. We are
always on the look-out for people in the community that would like to share their talents and skills with
our students. If you have some free time and skills that you would like to share with a group of students
please contact us.
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Learning at Home During Level 3

R10 Maths

Room 24 Baker

R10 Gymnast
Room 25 Artist
Junior Hub Writer

Room 24 class chat

R12 Reader

Room 22 Artist

R11 Artist

Junior Hub Artist

R11 Reader

R9 Jumper

R15 Creator

R12 Challenge Taker

R9 Cleaner

Room 22 Writer
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Room 23 online story time
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EOTC (Education Outside The Classroom) —YEAR 7
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EOTC YEAR 7
1 - What was the most challenging experience
for you during the week. Why? Rock climbing
because I haven't been rock climbing before.
2 - What event did you participate in that you
were most proud of. Why? Wero water park
because I haven't swam in 2 years.
3 - Did you have to overcome any difficulties or
fears? If so how did you achieve this? I did not
overcome any fear.
4 - Which activity did you need more
encouragement on and why do you think that
was? Rock climbing because I have acrophobia.
5 - What activity did you enjoy the most? Wero
because I got to be in the water again.
6 - What did you learn about yourself during the
week’s activities? For example do you work well
with others? Give up easily? Persist? Are you
good at problem solving? I am decent at
problem solving because when I used to go on
old Mathletics I did problem solving.
7 - Did you discover/develop a skill you didn’t
realise you had? Gain more confidence? No I did
not gain more confidence or a develop a skill.
8 - Were you able to make any links between the
dispositions used during EOTC week and
dispositions needed in the classroom? What
dispositions could you use to improve your
learning? What areas of your learning would you
use these dispositions in? Self-regulator in
everything and thinker in everything.
9 - Is there anything you think could be
improved? My confidence because I am not
confident.
Andrew- Kanuka

1 - What was the most challenging experience
for you during the week. Why? Rock Climbing, I
beat the bone shacking the fish wall that only 4
people beat.
2 - What event did you participate in that you
were most proud of. Why? Racing up the
medium wall and beating my mum who had a
easy wall
3 - Did you have to overcome any difficulties or
fears? If so how did you achieve this? Yes it was
really difficult to beat the fishy wall but I made it
because mum encouraged me.
4 - Which activity did you need more
encouragement on and why do you think that
was? Rock climbing, mum had to encourage me
so much to do the fish wall again
5 - What activity did you enjoy the most? The
activity I enjoyed the most was rock climbing I
earned $10 and got to climb.
6 - What did you learn about yourself during the
week’s activities? For example do you work well
with others? Give up easily? Persist? Are you
good at problem solving? I give up really easily
but often try again later until I finish
7 - Did you discover/develop a skill you didn’t
realise you had? Gain more confidence? How to
test your equipment and trust it works.
Aycen- Kanuka

1 - What was the most challenging experience for you during
the week. Why? Doing the stardom quiz because I didn't get
most of the questions but I did like the movie it says that we
were made from the stars. What I didn't like was the hard
questions they were so confusing for my group.
2 - What event did you participate in that you were most proud
of. Why? River crossings because I couldn't believe that I could
make it past the heavy strong currents, they were very fast and
powerful.
3 - Did you have to overcome any difficulties or fears? If so how
did you achieve this? No not really because I mostly don't have
any fears currently, but I do have a fear of climbing tall walls.
4 - Which activity did you need more encouragement on and
why do you think that was? Kayaks because sometimes I fell out
of them and I was stuck on the walls, but Kesaia helped me
overcome my fear of tall walls and reminded me of being brave.
5 - What activity did you enjoy the most? Rock climbing
because I liked how high the walls were and I had a lot of
encouragement from other students, especially Alisha my
friend.
6 - What did you learn about yourself during the week’s
activities? For example do you work well with others? Give up
easily? Persist? Are you good at problem solving? Yes because,
well I didn't give up I just kept on trying again until I gave up,
but when other students needed help I gave them a hand and I
told them don't give up on yourself.
7 - Did you discover/develop a skill you didn’t realise you had?
Gain more confidence? Yes I found out that I could reach the
top of every wall and had a lot of confidence at rock-climbing
and wero waterpark.
8 - Were you able to make any links between the dispositions
used during EOTC week and dispositions needed in the
classroom? I would use them in the kayaks, rock-climbing and
building a shelter, it was very easy collaborating with my group.
9 - Is there anything you think could be improved? Yes, to gain
more confidence and help people in activities when they
needed help, a lot of help.
Kaeo- Kanuka

1 - What was the most challenging experience for you during
the week. Why? I think the most challenging thing about the
week was Wero Waterpark where I had to walk over all of the
kayaks. It was hard because I kept thinking I was going to fall
off.
2 - What event did you participate in that you were most proud
of. Why? I challenged Kat up the Jumanji themed wall and
almost won but I'm still happy about that. It was funny to watch
her struggle to get down.
3 - Which activity did you need more encouragement on and
why do you think that was? The rafting because it looked really
scary and I'm not good at rafting.
4 - What activity did you enjoy the most? I enjoyed sleeping at
Star-dome the most.
5 - What did you
learnMabout
yourself
duringCup
the week’s
Jasmine
- John Wallace
Memorial
activities? For example do you work well with others? Give up
easily? Persist? Are you good at problem solving? I learnt that I
can keep going with something I want to do, even if I'm tired or
hungry.
6 - Did you discover/develop a skill you didn’t realise you had?
Gain more confidence? Uhm no not really but now I can do rock
climbing really good.
Olivia- Kanuka
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YEAR 8 CAMP
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YEAR 8 CAMP
My highlights at camp were definitely the Confidence Course, the Super Fox,
the Mudslide, and the food. I like the confidence course because it was the only challenging
activity for me, I know that because I fell into the mud on the stage where you had to use the
tyres to get across some mud. I liked the Super Fox because when I got onto the platform it
was a bit wobbly which made me nervous. The actual zipline was really fun too, especially
going upside down. The food was delicious, I don’t know what about it made me eat so
much, because usually at home I never eat that much. Junjun
Over camp week I feel that I showed and used every single one of the dispositions.
During the super fox I showed challenge taker, trying to go upside down. It did not
work. I showed self regulator when I had a role to play in raft building and I completed
it within the set time. Thinker when I worked hard to hit the smaller targets during air
rifles. Innovator when I used what surrounded me during the shelter building and
finally collaborator in many of the activities working in groups or teams to help win a
competition or reach a goal. A link to classroom I can see is that in the same way trying
and completing all the activities is taking challenges, so is trying and completing your
work in the classroom. It makes sense because they are both tasks that have challenges
within them and completing them gives a feeling of satisfaction. Collaborator to me is
the exact same, in and out of the classroom. Working with others, usually aiming to
achieve some sort of goal or win in some way. Mathilde
What have I learned about working with others? Why is this important? I learnt that you need
to listen to others and take everybody’s opinions and answers into consideration this is
important because it helps you to work with other people in the future and so they don`t feel
left out and sad. Leah
There were a lot of things that I could highlight during my time at Camp Adair, but overall the
tramp was the most exciting out of all the activities, mostly because it was six hours and I
could challenge myself. The tramp was full of ups and downs and hundreds of stairs, the stairs
were probably the most challenging out of the tramp because they were all different sizes. Iris
What I’ve learned about working with others is that you can get your activity done in way less
time if everybody shares their ideas. There is at least one idea that will work. Samaira

Something I learnt about myself while working with others at camp was that I can be
a supportive and encouraging team player, which is important because if someone is scared
or a little bit nervous, their teammates can help them. Makayla
My highlights of camp are hard to choose because I enjoyed the whole thing but I really
enjoyed the hike and getting to go to the Hunua falls. The reason I enjoyed the hike was we
got to walk with our friends, but it was a challenge for me as it’s not every day you go on a 6
hour hike. Dylan R
The activity I needed the most encouragement was definitely the cargo net. It seems easy but
it was actually pretty hard. I was climbing then I got to the point that I needed to just come
down, but the Lil Grizzly Bears were there to support me and encourage me to get a bit
further up. They gave me so much support and encouragement that I ended up from the
middle to the green ribbon. I am so lucky to have such a kind and caring group like them.
Kalpana
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IMPORTANT DATES

10 Mar

PTA Meeting 7pm (School Hall)

12 Mar

School Councillor Pitches

17 Mar

Y7/8 Summer Field Day (Level 1 only)

18 Mar

Meet and Greet 5.30pm

22 Mar

Whānau Hui 6pm

Term 1—Tuesday 2 Feb to Friday 16 April

23 Mar

Eye on Nature School Day

Term 3—Monday 26 July to Friday 1 Oct

23 Mar

BOT Meeting 6.30pm

TERM DATES FOR 2021
Term 2—Monday 3 May to Friday 9 July
Term 3—Monday 18 Oct to Tues 14 Dec

PTA Notices

WELCOME TO SCHOOL
Manraj (R22), Ava (R5), Serenity, Isabella, Queenie,
Leighton and Murray (Junior Hub)

PTA Meeting and AGM
Wednesday 31 March @ 7pm

PAID ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY DENTAL
SERVICES
For information about the
Children’s Community Dental Service
(Auckland Regional
Dental Service) during COVID-19,
please refer to website: https://
www.waitematadhb.govt.nz/home/ards/.
The website will always contain the
most up-to-date information for service at each Alert Level.
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